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ADBI NEWS 42: ADB President Nakao Reads
Asian Tea Leaves, T20 Confronts Graying
Populations, Demystifying Rising Inequality

FEATURE 
 WATCH: ADB President Nakao on the Future of Asia’s

Growth Story

ADB President Takehiko Nakao shares his thoughts on Asia’s half century of growth and
economic outlook, on the margins of a panel discussion at ADBI on the book Banking on the
Future of Asia and the Pacific: 50 Years of the Asian Development Bank. President Nakao also
explains ADB and ADBI’s roles in furthering the region’s progress.

Watch the video here

T20 JAPAN 
 WATCH: T20 on Aging Population and its Economic Impact

+ Immigration

https://mailchi.mp/adbi/adbi-news-42?e=ecc85365e3
https://www.adb.org/adbi/newsletter
https://www.adb.org/news/videos/adb-president-nakao-future-of-asia-growth-story
https://www.adb.org/news/videos/adb-president-nakao-future-of-asia-growth-story
https://www.adb.org/publications/50-years-adb
https://www.adb.org/news/videos/adb-president-nakao-future-of-asia-growth-story
https://t20japan.org/media/videos/#task-forces


Population aging is affecting a growing number of the world’s economies. Chul Ju Kim, Lead
Co-Chair of the T20 Task Force confronting associated policy challenges, discusses aging
population trends and how the T20 is working to mitigate the risks.

Watch the video here

More T20 Japan videos

BOOK 
 READ: Demystifying Rising Inequality in Asia

Why is Asian growth being accompanied by widening gaps between its haves and have nots?
Are there viable paths to bridge the divide? The new ADBI book Demystifying Rising
Inequality in Asia examines the drivers of this falloff in equality as well as case studies that
could offer a roadmap to realigned growth and income distribution in the region.

Download the book here

More books

POLICY BRIEF 
 READ: The Dynamics of Urbanization, Housing, and Land

Provision in the Pacific Island Countries

Rapid urbanization in Pacific island countries is resulting in an increase in informal settlements
and poverty. This policy brief describes how land reform, construction skills training, and
regional collaboration on urban planning can help to meet changing housing needs and
improve living conditions in growing Pacific island cities.

Download the policy brief here

More policy briefs

WORKING PAPER 
 READ: Money and Central Bank Digital Currency

This study compares the performance of central bank money versus private sector money like
bitcoin. It reveals that while private sector money use as a payment tool is still limited and
not yet a threat to commercial and central banks, technology is evolving quickly and leading
some central banks to consider issuing their own digital currency.

Read more and download the working paper

More working papers
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PODCAST 
 LISTEN: Indian Cities Can Partner with Foreign Peers to Get

Ahead

Indian cities could benefit greatly from tapping the expertise of global counterparts that have
successfully addressed common challenges such attracting businesses and investment. Local
planning and development bodies are key to such collaboration, says Prasad Thakur of the
City Transformation Unit at Pune Municipal Corporation, India.

Listen to the podcast here

More episodes

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 JOIN: Policy Workshop on Reforming State-Owned

Enterprises in Asia

Improving the governance of Asia’s heavily subsidized, often inefficient state-owned
enterprises is central to the onward health of the region’s economies and their capacity to
meet surging demand for essential services. This workshop in Ha Noi, Viet Nam will help
equip officials to implement sustainable state-owned enterprise reform. Read more

JOIN: Distinguished Speaker Series: Banking Panics and
the Lender of Last Resort in a Monetary Economy

This seminar at ADBI in Tokyo will feature Professor Makoto Watanabe of the Department of
Economic at Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam. Professor Watanabe’s research examines the role
of a lender of last resort in a monetary model where a shortage of a bank’s monetary
reserves, or a banking panic, occurs from within. Read more

JOIN: Beneficial Ownership in Asia and the Pacific Regional
Workshop

Reporting beneficial owners for extractive industries is crucial as global governance standards
for oil, gas, and mineral resources are tightening transparency requirements for how licenses
and contracts are allocated and registered. This workshop in Manila will build regional
capacity for disclosure reform and encourage beneficial ownership within the sector. Read
more

More events
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BLOG 
 READ: High-Speed Rail: Necessary but Not Sufficient for

Socioeconomic Development

Rapid high-speed rail growth in the People’s Republic of China over the last decade has
revived debate about whether it is good for a country’s socioeconomic development. It can
be, if national and local planning and coordination is sound, say Nikhil Bugalia and KE Seetha
Ram.

Read more

More from Asia Pathways, the ADBI blog

Want to contribute?

CALL FOR PAPERS 
 SUBMIT: 2019 IAFICO Global Forum for Financial

Consumers Conference 
 Deadline for proposals: 31 March 2019

SUBMIT: Economic Integration in Asia and Europe: Lessons
and Recommended Policies 

 Deadline for manuscripts: 30 May 2019

More calls for papers

Disclaimer 
 The views expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the

Asian Development Bank Institute or the Asian Development Bank. Materials may be
reprinted with credit given to ADBI News.

To send comments or subscribe for free, e-mail adbinews@adbi.org; fax a message to +81-
3-3593-5571; or write to ADBI News, Kasumigaseki Building 8F, 3-2-5 Kasumigaseki,
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-6008, Japan.
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