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CESD HOSTS LABOUR MARKET REFORM 
WORKSHOP 
CESD, in conjunction with the Ministry of Labour, Immigration 

and Population (MoLIP), hosted Myanmar labour industry 

discussions on the 20th of September 2018 at Thingaha Hotel, 

Nay Pyi Taw. 

Myanmar’s national-owned garment industries have seen a 

10% reduction in employment in 2017. Conversely, privately-

owned enterprises have increased their employment by 10% 

in 2017, with 50% of those enterprises considering further 

expansion. 

In 2016, a year after the minimum-wage policy was 

implemented, both low-wage and skilled-worker incomes have risen. The workshop also addressed Myanmar remittances, 

with Mon State recording the highest number of migrant workers and remittances in Myanmar. Read more here. 

VICE PRESIDENT VOICES SUPPORT FOR 

MYANMAR’S PULSES TRADE  
CESD supported a workshop co-hosted by the Myanmar 

Pulses, Beans, and Sesame Seeds Merchants Association 

and the Yangon Region Chambers of Commerce and 

Industry. The workshop, hosted at the Union of Myanmar 

Federation of Chambers of Commerce and Industry 

(UMFCCI), brought key stakeholders together in order to 

address necessary reforms in the beans and pulses sector. 

In attendance were key dignitaries, including the Vice-

President (2) of Myanmar, U Henry Van Thio. 

 

The importance of the trade relationship between India and Myanmar was recognised, as was the mounting pressure on 

the government to protect Myanmar farmers from the impact of any fluctuation in trade relations. Domestic value-chain 

development in Myanmar was suggested in order to address the concerns of India’s long-term strategic markets. Read 

more here. 

CESD PRESENTS ITS RESEARCH IN BANGKOK – EMPLOYMENT SECURITY AND MINIMUM WAGE 

In July, CESD’s Research Associate, Ms. Hanh Nguyen, presented ‘The Effect of Minimum Wage on Employment Security’ 

as a part of the ‘International Business and Human Rights: Holding Governments Accountable in Asia’ conference in 

Bangkok, organised by the Asia Centre. Ms. Nguyen’s presentation was based on an IDRC-funded worker survey of 525 

workers from factories in Yangon. It was found that establishment of a minimum wage in 2015 had a positive impact on 

working conditions in regard to basic salary, skills-based bonuses, and additional employment contracts. Read more here. 

  

Min Zar Ni Lin of CESD addresses the audience 

CESD at UMFCCI 

https://myanmarcesd.org/2018/09/25/presenting-research-findings-on-the-market-labour-reform-in-myanmar-alongside-asean-partners/
https://myanmarcesd.org/2018/08/24/cesd-facilitates-discussion-on-pulses-sector-at-umfcci/
https://myanmarcesd.org/2018/07/23/cesd-presents-paper-about-the-effect-of-minimum-wage-on-employment-security/


CESD PERFORMS VALUE CHAIN 

ANALYSIS IN MANDALAY  
CESD visited Mandalay and Sagaing divisions (Shwebo 

Township) to gain insight into the ground-level 

situation  of aquaculture within the region.  

 

These areas were specifically selected in order to 

examine the entire value chain of the fisheries and 

aquaculture sector - small-scale farmers, traders, 

suppliers, and feed producers. The two regions are 

valuable as they support inland states, such as Kachin 

and Chin, with fish and other aquaculture products 

thus contributing to food and nutrition security for 

this part of Myanmar.  

 

CESD is contributing to the draft of the National Aquaculture Development Plan (NADP) as a part of the MYSAP program. 

Read more here. 

 

CESD PROMOTES INNOVATION IN MAIZE FARMING  

CESD conducted a field visit to Yut Sauk 

Township, Shan State, as part of its 

participation in the Smart Agriculture Myanmar 

(SAM) project. The visit focused on introducing 

the Golden Paddy mobile application to maize 

farmers and gathering input for future 

research.  

Consumption of maize (corn) has been rapidly 

increasing in Myanmar, largely driven by a 

growing livestock feed sector. Of the 400,000 

megatonnes of Myanmar’s maize export, 98% 

of it crosses the Myanmar / China border.  

Innovation and digital services will play a crucial 

role in overcoming future challenges, which is an objective of CESD’s involvement in the SAM project. Upgraded mobile 

applications aim to benefit farmers in providing up-to-date information about key agricultural variables.  

The project is led by Impact Terra, in conjuction with the following consortium members: CESD, Satelligence, Financial 

Access, Wageningen University, and The Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, and Irrigation (MOALI). Read more here. 

 

 

For any inquiries, please contact: 
Centre for Economic and Social Development (CESD), 27, Pyay Road, Hlaing Township,       
Yangon, Myanmar  
T:(+95-1) 654770; F:(+95-1) 654771 

   
 

Dr. Zaw Oo of CESD interviews in Shan State 

https://myanmarcesd.org/2018/08/14/aquaculture-market-updates-and-local-consumption-analysed-by-cesd/
https://myanmarcesd.org/2018/07/13/cesd-brings-innovation-in-agriculture-through-the-sam-project/
https://www.facebook.com/myanmarcesd/
https://myanmarcesd.org/
https://myanmarcesd.org/contact-us/
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