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Dear Lotus Circle Advisors, members, and friends,

What a brilliant night we had at the Lotus Leadership Awards Gala in New York! 

It was an honor to present Amartya Sen and the Henry Luce Foundation with Lotus Leadership
Awards. Professor Sen’s landmark research addresses the root causes of gender inequality
and he continues to advocate for women to have voice and agency. The Asia Foundation has
worked with the Henry Luce Foundation for four decades, broadening an awareness of Asia
among young future U.S. leaders. I was also so pleased to recognize Carol H. Yost as an
Honorary Lotus Circle Advisor on the tenth anniversary of the Lotus Circle, which she launched
in 2007.

I hope, too, that you were able to reflect on your own impact. By being part of the Lotus Circle,
you are building a community of gender-focused philanthropists that has the power to direct
resources to those who need it most, effecting lasting change. 

I'm now looking forward to our San Francisco Lotus Leadership Awards Dinner, which we have
rescheduled to February 2018, where we will honor Akie Abe and The Colorful Girls of Burma. I
hope to see you there!

Warm regards, 
Jane



LOTUS LEADERSHIP AWARDS GALA HIGHLIGHTS
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On October 12, 2017, the Foundation’s Women’s Empowerment Program and Lotus Circle
Advisors honored Nobel Prize Laureate Amartya Sen and The Henry Luce Foundation at the
seventh annual Lotus Leadership Awards Gala in New York City. View our image slide show. 

Lotus Leadership Award: Celebrating the Henry Luce Foundation

Margaret Boles Fitzgerald, chair of the Board
of Directors, and Michael Gilligan, president of
The Henry Luce Foundation accepted a Lotus
Leadership Award in recognition of 
outstanding commitment to leadership
development and supporting women as visible
and active leaders. Of the nearly 700 Luce
Scholar alumni, many have gone on to
demonstrate leadership in their endeavors,

including the world’s first female fetal heart surgeon. Read more.
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Lotus Leadership Award: Celebrating Amartya Sen

Amartya Sen’s work in the field of
development economics and social indicators,
among other areas, has had considerable



influence in understanding the root causes of inequality and the impact on societies,
economies, and human rights. Dr Sen’s research on gender inequality has closely looked at
discrimination against women and girls and women’s agency in the process of social
development. Read our interview of Amartya Sen.
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Lotus Circle Film Release

At the Gala, we released a striking new film that explains the challenges to gender equality in
Asia, and describes how The Asia Foundation, with key support from the Lotus Circle, is
working to advance women’s empowerment and gender equality in the region. View it by
clicking the link below—and please feel free to share it with your networks!
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Lotus Circle Salon: Updates from Nepal

On October 27, Lotus Circle Advisors Winnie
Feng and Lin Jamison co-hosted a Lotus
Circle Salon at Christie’s New York with The
Asia Foundation’s Representative in Nepal,
George Varughese.

George spoke about the new constitution, as
well as the impact of recent and upcoming
elections on women and girls in Nepal. He

described how the funds raised by the Lotus Circle were very quickly mobilized to save lives
in the immediate aftermath of the earthquakes in 2015. Furthermore, these funds supported
the Foundation to work with local partners in preventing human trafficking of vulnerable
women and children.

The next Lotus Circle Salon will take place on December 4 with Tom Parks, Country
Representative in Thailand, hosted by Lotus Circle Advisor Janet Montag. Please contact
Nikita Desai for more information at nikita.desai@asiafoundation.org.

COMING UP

Event: Women in Afghan Society



Join us to discover the findings from our 2017
Survey of the Afghan People. The research
sheds new light on the crucial roles women
play in Afghan society and provides
comparative data on women’s and men’s
attitudes towards women’s rights, gender
equality, the economy, the national mood, and
security issues in Afghanistan. The results of
are based on face-to-face interviews with a

nationally representative sample of more than 10,000 Afghan citizens across the country's 34
provinces. Read more about the event. 

Date: Wednesday, November 15
Time: 3:30–5:30 pm 
Location: Washington, DC
RSVP: dc.events@asiafoundation.org

Missed the September edition of Lotus Letter? View it here.

The Lotus Letter photo (top of email) depicts The Asia Foundation's mental health
and psychosocial training sessions held with Counselling Assistants in Sri Lanka.
Image courtesy of Gemunu Amarasinghe. 




