
The 31st ASEAN Summit and Related Summits 
held on 10-14 November 2017 in Manila was 
the culmination of the Philippines’ yearlong 

chairmanship of ASEAN. ASEAN’s year centered on 
the theme “Partnering for Change, Engaging the World,” 
which also coincided with the Association’s 50th 
anniversary. Aside from the activities to commemorate 
the golden milestone, ASEAN in 2017 made progress 
in addressing political-security concerns, contributing 
toward economic development, uplifting the welfare of 
the people, and enhancing ties with Dialogue Partners. 
Some of these achievements are as follows:

ASEAN-China Framework for the Code of Conduct in the 
South China Sea

At the ASEAN-China Post-Ministerial Conference on 
6 August 2017 in Manila, the Ministers adopted the 
Framework for the Code of Conduct for the South China 
Sea. The framework outlines the principles toward the 
conclusion of the Code of Conduct (COC). 
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At the 20th ASEAN-China Summit on 13 November 
2017, the Leaders announced the commencement of 
substantive negotiations on the text of the COC in the 
South China Sea. 

ASEAN Declaration on Culture of Prevention for a 
Peaceful, Inclusive, Resilient, Healthy and Harmonious 
Society

The Declaration, which was adopted on 13 November 
2017 in Manila, seeks to promote a culture of prevention 
by focusing on understanding the root causes and 
consequences of societal problems such as terrorism, 
violence against women, children, and vulnerable 
groups, and trade of illegal drugs. It also seeks to 
develop a change in mindset among the people, one 
that is preventive rather than reactive. The creation of 
preventive policies and initiatives such as transformative 
social protection, public information, responsible use of 
media, and strengthening of values-based education in 
schools and institutions are identified as necessary steps 
in attaining the goal. 

ASEAN Caps Golden Year with Progress in Its Three Pillars

The Leaders of ASEAN, Dialogue Partners, and heads of international organizations 
pose for an ASEAN handshake at the opening of the 31st ASEAN Summit and Related 
Summits in Manila.



ASEAN-Hong Kong, China Free Trade Agreement and 
Investment Agreement

At the sidelines of the 31st ASEAN Summit, Economic 
Ministers from ASEAN Member States and the 
Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development 
of Hong Kong, China (HKC), signed the ASEAN-
HKC free trade agreement (AHKFTA) and investment 
agreement (AHKIA).

The AHKFTA is ASEAN’s sixth free trade agreement 
with an external partner. It seeks to strengthen trade 
between ASEAN and HKC, which in 2016 was valued 
at USD 93.3 billion.

Turnover of 2018 ASEAN Chairmanship to Singapore

At the closing of the 31st ASEAN Summit on 14 
November 2017, President Rodrigo Roa Duterte of the 
Philippines turned over the ceremonial gavel to Prime 
Minister Lee Hsien Loong of Singapore. Singapore is 
the chair of ASEAN for 2018.

Under the theme “Resilience and Innovation,” 
Singapore seeks to forge a more united and resilient 
ASEAN against growing security challenges such as 
terrorism, cybercrime, and climate change. At the 
same time, it seeks to harness digital technology and 
equip the people of ASEAN with skills and capabilities 
to help ASEAN economies to innovate toward a more 
dynamic and connected community. 

ASEAN-India Commemorative Summit

The Leaders of ASEAN gathered in New Delhi, India, on 
25 January 2018 to commemorate the 25th Anniversary 
of ASEAN-India Dialogue Relations under the theme 

“Shared Values, Common Destiny.” The Leaders also 
attended India’s 69th Republic Day Parade on 26 
January 2018. This was the first time that India invited 
more than one head of state or government as the 
chief guest to the Republic Day. The invitation to all 10 
Leaders of ASEAN therefore signifies the deepening of 
ties between ASEAN and India.

ASEAN Consensus on the Protection and Promotion of 
the Rights of Migrant Workers

With the commitment to better safeguard the rights of 
migrant workers, ASEAN Leaders signed the ASEAN 
Consensus on the Protection and Promotion of the 
Rights of Migrant Workers on 14 November 2017. 

This also marks the 10th year since the adoption of the 
ASEAN Declaration on the Protection and Promotion 
of the Rights of Migrant Workers in 2007, known as 
the Cebu Declaration. 

The Consensus defines who the migrant workers are, 
identifies their fundamental rights as well as that of their 
family members, and enumerates the commitments 
and obligations of all ASEAN Member States. It calls 
for the fair treatment of migrant workers and their 
protection from violence, exploitation, and sexual 
harassment in the workplace. It also calls for access to 
adequate medical and health care for migrant workers, 
in accordance with relevant laws and policies of host 
states. The Consensus also calls for closer cooperation 
among ASEAN Member States in addressing the 
concerns of migrant workers. 
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Leaders shake hands the ASEAN way during the signing ceremony of 
the ASEAN Consensus on the Protection and Promotion of the Rights of 
Migrant Workers. 

President Rodrigo Duterte hands over the ceremonial gavel 
to Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong. 



At the Commemorative Summit, ASEAN and India 
identified disaster relief, maritime cooperation, trade, 
investments, and connectivity as areas of mutual 
interest.  In particular, the Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership (RCEP) and the ASEAN-India 
Air Transport Agreement were cited by Prime Minister 
Lee Hsien Loong, chairman of ASEAN, as two major 
projects aimed at further advancing ASEAN-India 
relations.

ASEAN-Australia Special Summit

Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull of Australia 
welcomed the Leaders of ASEAN to the ASEAN-
Australia Special Summit held on 17-18 March 2018 in 
Sydney. This was the first time that Australia hosted a 
Summit with the ASEAN Leaders. 

The Special Summit aimed to strengthen political 
dialogue, deepen economic cooperation, and boost 
people-to-people linkages between ASEAN and 
Australia. In particular, Australia expressed its 
willingness to contribute to regional security and 
prosperity by addressing shared security challenges 
and securing greater opportunities for businesses and 
innovation. 

Australia and ASEAN also signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) on Cooperation to Counter 
International Terrorism. The MoU includes enhancing 

intelligence cooperation to stem the flow of foreign 
terrorist fighters, exchanging best practices, providing 
technical assistance, and countering radicalization 
online.

The Philippines Leads Search for ASEAN Biodiversity 
Heroes

As part of its support for ASEAN efforts in preserving 
the environment and biodiversity in the region, the 
Philippines led the inaugural search for ASEAN 
Biodiversity Heroes in 2017. The program recognized 
10 individuals from each ASEAN Member State who 
have contributed to conservation and advocacy efforts. 
The ASEAN Biodiversity Heroes, who were awarded 
in a ceremony in August 2017 in Manila, came from 
government, academe, business sector, and the civil 
society.

ASEAN Welcomes New Secretary-General
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The Leaders of ASEAN and India pose 
for a photo during the ASEAN-India 
Commemorative Summit held on 25 January 
2018 in New Delhi, India.

Foreign Affairs Secretary Alan 
Peter S. Cayetano (third from left) 
represents President Rodrigo 
Duterte in the family photo of the 
ASEAN-Australia Special Summit 
on 17-18 March 2018 in Sydney, 
Australia.

Secretary-General Dato Lim Jock Hoi

In January 2018, ASEAN 
welcomed its new Secretary-
General, Dato Lim Jock 
Hoi. Lim is an experienced 
diplomat whose most recent 
position was as Permanent 
Secretary at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade of 
Brunei Darussalam. He was 
also Brunei’s top negotiator 
for the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership (TPP).

As set in the ASEAN Charter, Secretary-General 
Lim will serve a non-renewable term of five years. 
Among his duties are to monitor the progress in the 
implementation of ASEAN agreements, present the 
views of ASEAN in meetings with external partners, 
and serve as the Chief Administrative Officer of 
ASEAN. The ASEAN Secretary-General is selected 
from nationals of ASEAN Member States based on 
alphabetical rotation. 

Lim replaced Le Luong Minh of Viet Nam who served 
as the Secretary-General of ASEAN from 2013 to 2017.
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The Philippines in ASEAN
High Level Forum on ASEAN@50

As part of the commemoration of ASEAN’s golden 
anniversary, the Foreign Service Institute (FSI), 
the Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA), and the 
Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia 
(ERIA), with the support of Japan-ASEAN Integration 
Fund (JAIF) and ASEAN Foundation (AF), co-
organized the High Level Forum on ASEAN@50 with 
the theme “Looking Back and Charting the Future” on 
19 October 2017 at the Conrad Manila, Pasay City.

The speakers included former Philippine President 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo and former Thai Prime 
Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva, former ASEAN Secretaries-
General, as well as senior government officials from 
ASEAN Member States. The Forum facilitated the 
exchange of perspectives and insights of key people 
who have been involved in the creation and evolution 
of ASEAN, drawing fundamental lessons in shaping 
the future of ASEAN.

The highlight of the one-day Forum was the keynote 
address of President Rodrigo Roa Duterte, where 
he encouraged stakeholders to cultivate a sense of 
ownership of ASEAN—for the people to own ASEAN’s 
story as theirs and to see its future as their own.

„
President Rodrigo Roa Duterte

during the Closing Ceremony of the
31st ASEAN Summit and Related Meetings

We remain committed to building 
a strong and resilient ASEAN 
Community. Our next 50 years will 
require deeper efforts on the next 
3Cs: Community, Centrality, and 
Connectivity if we are to realize our 
ASEAN Vision by year 2025.

“

The Philippines Receives Support from ASEAN in 
Marawi Crisis

The idea of “One ASEAN, One Response” was 
operationalized when the ASEAN Coordinating 
Centre for Humanitarian Assistance (AHA Centre) 
provided relief goods to residents of Marawi City who 
were displaced by attempts by local terrorist groups 
to take over the city in 2017. This highlighted AHA 
Centre’s work in providing fast and effective response 
to humanitarian situations in the region. 

In addition, several ASEAN Member States and 
Dialogue Partners also provided assistance to the 
Philippine government through intelligence support, 
provision for firearms for military and police forces, 
and contributions to community rehabilitation efforts.

President Rodrigo Duterte (fifth from left) receives a token from Prof. 
Hidetoshi Nishimura (sixth from left), President ERIA.

AHA Centre responds to the humanitarian needs of  Marawi City residents.
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