
10 Years of ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting

The 10th ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting (ADMM) was hosted 
by Lao People’s Democratic Republic in Vientiane on 25 May 2016.  
With the theme “Promoting Defence Cooperation for a Dynamic 
ASEAN Community,” the ASEAN Defence Ministers signed a Joint 
Declaration laying out the commitments and goals for defence 
cooperation and regional security. The ADMM underscored the 
importance of international and regional cooperation to combat 
the transnational threat of terrorism and to prevent terrorism 
from gaining a foothold in Southeast Asia.

The Joint Declaration highlighted ASEAN member states’ 
commitment to fully and effectively implement the Declaration on 
the Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea (DOC), ASEAN’s six-
point principle on the South China Sea, and the Joint Statement at 
the 15th ASEAN-China Summit on the occasion of the DOC’s 20th 
anniversary. There was also great emphasis on the need to finalize 
a Code of Conduct (COC) in the South China Sea.

ASEAN Work Plan on Education 2016-2020 

The 9th ASEAN Education Ministers’ (ASED) Meeting adopted the 
ASEAN Work Plan on Education for 2016–2020 on 26 May 2016. 
The Work Plan will guide cooperation endeavors of member states 
and is aimed at unifying collaborative efforts on education between 
ASEAN dialogue partners and various international organizations. 
The Work Plan focuses on eight areas, namely; heightening 
awareness of ASEAN through strengthening Southeast Asian 
history and indigenous knowledge; ensuring quality and basic 
access to education for all, especially marginalized groups; using 
information and communications technology in education and 
technical and vocational education and training (TVET), and lifelong 
learning; education for Sustainable Development; higher education 
development and quality assurance mechanisms; university-
industry partnerships; and capacity-building for teachers and the 
education community.

World Economic Forum on ASEAN

The 25th World Economic Forum (WEF) on ASEAN was held on 1-2 
June 2016 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, with the theme “Shaping the 
ASEAN Agenda for Inclusion and Growth.”

The forum discussed three topics, namely; driving sustainable 
growth and social inclusion, mastering the fourth industrial 
revolution, and strengthening regional relationships. Great 
emphasis was given on how the region can prepare its societies for 
the challenges brought about by the fourth industrial revolution 
that is currently taking place, which is perceived as the expansion 
of the so-called cyber-physical systems that increase efficiency 
in daily living, such as improvements in automated payments and 
purchase systems and app-based services.

ASEAN-Russia Summit

Sochi hosted the Russia-ASEAN Summit on 19-20 May 2016 
to mark the 20th anniversary of the ASEAN-Russia Dialogue 
Partnership. The Summit adopted the Sochi Declaration 
titled “Moving Towards a Strategic Partnership for Mutual 
Benefit.” It also approved a Comprehensive Plan of Action 
to Promote Cooperation between ASEAN and the Russian 
Federation in 2016–2020. With these in place, Russia pledged 
to focus on enhancing its economic ties with ASEAN in the 
next five years. 
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The ASEAN countries are at a very 
important moment of history. ASEAN, on 
the one hand, offers so many opportunities 
and has such great potential but on the 
other hand has to prepare for the future.

Mr. Klaus Schwab
Founder and Executive Chairman of the World Economic Forum
at the 25th World Economic Forum on ASEAN



The Philippines in ASEAN
PH holds 8th ASEAN Regional Forum Inter-Sessional 
Meeting on Maritime Security

The Philippines hosted the 8th ASEAN Regional Forum 
(ARF) Inter-Sessional Meeting (ISM) on Maritime Security 
on 6-7 April 2016 in Makati City. The ARF-ISM was attended 
by 103 representatives from the ten ASEAN member states, 
Australia, Canada, China, the European Union, India, Japan, 
New Zealand, Pakistan, Republic of Korea, Russia, Sri Lanka, 
Timor Leste, the US, and ASEAN Secretariat officials. 
The meeting’s discussion focused on three main themes: 
security and cooperation, safety of navigation, and marine 
environment and sustainable development. In his speech, 
Foreign Affairs Undersecretary for Policy Enrique Manalo 
underscored the Philippines’ support in building a rules-
based maritime security architecture in Asia.

PH Co-Chairs 13th ASEAN-Canada Dialogue
ASEAN and Canada agreed to further strengthen ties at 
the 13th ASEAN-Canada Dialogue held on 15-16 June 2016 
in Makati City. The meeting, co-chaired by Foreign Affairs 
Undersecretary and Philippines’ ASEAN Senior Officials’ 
Meeting (SOM) Leader Enrique Manalo and Assistant Deputy 
Minister for Asia Pacific and Canada’s ASEAN SOM Leader 
Susan Gregson, addressed issues on human rights, counter-
terrorism and transnational crime, small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SME) development, connectivity, and disaster 
management. ASEAN also acknowledged the appointment 
of H.E. Marie-Louise Hannan as Canada’s first dedicated 
Ambassador to ASEAN.

ASEAN Labor Ministers Approve PH proposal to 
Finalize ASEAN Instrument on Migrant Worker 
Protection
At the 9th ASEAN Plus Three Labor Ministerial Meeting held 
on 16 May in Vientiane, Laos PDR, Labor and Employment 
Secretary Rosalinda Dimapilis-Baldoz got the approval of 
ASEAN Labor Ministers on her proposal to finalize the ASEAN 
instrument on the protection and promotion of the rights of 
migrant workers. The meeting also discussed issues such as 
the inclusion of the family members of migrant workers and 
undocumented workers in the provisions of the instrument. 
The Labor Ministers agreed to have the draft instrument 
finalized by September 2016 or, at the latest, April 2017.

Secretary of Foreign Affairs Attends Trilateral 
Meeting with Indonesia and Malaysia
Former Foreign Affairs Secretary Jose Rene Almendras 
visited Yogkarta, Indonesia, on 5 May 2016 for a trilateral 
meeting with the heads of the Foreign Ministries and Armed 
Forces of Indonesia and Malaysia and discussed immediate 
maritime and security issues affecting the three countries 
to promote the protection of the people and their livelihood. 
The three parties agreed to issue a Joint Declaration on 
Immediate Measures to Address Security Issues in the 
Maritime Areas of Common Concern among Indonesia, 
Malaysia, and the Philippines.
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The Philippines has complete respect 
for the ASEAN process and fully 
supports ASEAN centrality in pushing 
forward our agenda for community 
building, including enhancing relations 
with dialogue partners such as China.

BOI hosts the Meeting of the Coordinating 
Committee on Investments
The Board of Investments (BOI) of the Department of Trade 
and Industry (DTI) hosted the 68th ASEAN Meeting of the 
Coordinating Committee on Investments (CCI) on 22-24 
June 2016 in Panglao, Bohol.

The CCI discussed the four pillars of the ASEAN 
Comprehensive Investment Agreement (ACIA): investment 
promotion, facilitation, protection, and liberalization. 
The Philippines proposed activities that will support the 
participation of micro, small, and medium enterprises 
(MSMEs) in the regional value chain, as well as the assessment 
of the different ASEAN member states’ requirements in 
business registration with the end view of harmonizing such 
requirements in the region.
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Jose Rene D. Almendras,
Former Secretary of Foreign Affairs


