
Lao PDR Hosts Foreign Ministers’ Retreat in Vientiane

On 26 February 2016, Lao People’s Democratic Republic (PDR) 
hosted the ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Retreat at Vientiane, Laos, 
where the foreign ministers discussed the implementation of the 
ASEAN Community Vision 2025, particularly the ASEAN Political-
Security Community Blueprint, strengthening of ASEAN’s external 
relations, and maintaining ASEAN centrality in the evolving 
regional architecture. They also exchanged views on issues of 
common interest and concern to the ASEAN Member States.

ASEAN Ministers Discuss Plans for AEC

On 3 March 2016, the ASEAN Economic Ministers met in Chang Mai, 
Thailand, for the 22nd Economic Ministers’ Retreat to discuss the 
advancement of the regional integration process. The ministers 
exchanged views on the implementation of AEC Blueprint 2025, 
pending measures under the AEC Blueprint 2015, acceleration of 
the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership negotiations, 
and the outcomes of the US-ASEAN Trade and Investment 
Framework Arrangement Council Meeting, among others.

Lao PDR Presents ASEAN Chairmanship Theme and 
Priorities

At the ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Meeting Retreat, Lao PDR 
introduced its chairmanship’s theme and eight priorities. Lao 
PDR’s chairmanship would take on the theme “Turning vision into 
reality for a dynamic ASEAN Community.” The eight priorities 
are the following: implementation of the ASEAN Community 
Vision 2025, narrowing the development gap, trade facilitation, 
small- and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) development, 
tourism development, connectivity, decent work promotion, 
and enhancement of regional cooperation for the preservation, 
protection, and promotion of ASEAN cultural heritage.

ASEAN Takes Steps to Ensure Food Safety and Health in 
the Region

On 22 March 2016, the ASEAN Risk Assessment Centre 
(ARAC) for Food Safety was officially launched in Putrajaya, 
Malaysia, and will stand as an independent body tasked to 
provide scientific opinion and advice on issues involving food 
safety in ASEAN and aid ASEAN in having a common position 
in food safety measures.

US, ASEAN Leaders Meet in Sunnylands for Special 
Summit 

US President Barrack Obama welcomed the Heads of State/
Government of ASEAN on 15 February 2016 in Sunnylands, 
California, for the Special ASEAN-US Leaders’ Summit where 
the Leaders discussed issues on trade, security, regional peace 
and stability, and countering violent extremism. The Sunnylands 
Summit, the first meeting between ASEAN and the US after 
the establishment of the ASEAN Community and following the 
elevation of relations to strategic partnership, issued a joint 
statement reaffirming the 17 key guiding principles of ASEAN-US 
strategic partnership.
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ASEAN’s successes during the past nearly five decades have 
been remarkable. We are now living in a region of peace, stability 
and prosperity. ASEAN is not only integral, but also central to 
the evolving regional architecture. ASEAN has also become a 
unique example of ten diverse nations 
who have come together under the ASEAN 
Community.

Mr. Thongloun Sisoulith
Deputy Prime Minister of Lao PDR
at the Ceremony to Celebrate the 
Establishment of the ASEAN Community
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The Philippines in ASEAN
President Aquino Signs AO Creating ASEAN-NOC

On 4 February 2016, President Benigno S. Aquino III signed 
Administrative Order No. 48 creating the ASEAN-National 
Organizing Committee (NOC). The NOC will manage and 
supervise all tasks related to the country’s hosting of ASEAN 
and ASEAN’s 50th founding anniversary. The NOC is chaired 
by the Executive Secretary, with the Secretaries of Foreign 
Affairs, Trade and Industry, Interior and Local Government, 
National Defense, Social Welfare and Development, and 
Public Works and Highways as Vice-Chairpersons.

PH Inks Protocols for ASEAN Open Skies
The Philippines has allowed for air transport liberalization 
in ASEAN, paving the way for better connectivity and trade 
and more competitive fares and services in the region. On 3 
February 2016, President Aquino signed Protocols 5 and 6 of 
the ASEAN Multilateral Agreement in Air Services (MAAS), 
which provide “unlimited freedom traffic rights between 
ASEAN capital cities.” ASEAN hopes to realize the ASEAN 
Single Aviation Market for seamless connectivity within the 
region.

DOT Hosts ASEAN Tourism Forum 2016
The Department of Tourism (DOT) hosted the ASEAN 
Tourism Forum 2016 held on 18-25 January 2016.  The event 
gathered tourism ministers, representatives of international 
organizations, and heads of dialogue partners to talk about 
trends and developments in the tourism industry and discuss 
the possibility of collaborations to speed up the growth of 
ASEAN’s tourism. Also, the forum officially launched the new 
ASEAN Tourism Strategic Plan (ATSP) 2016–2020, which 
will guide the direction for the ASEAN’s goal of achieving a 
responsible, sustainable, and inclusive tourism industry.

PCOO Leads Campaign to Heighten ASEAN 
Awareness  
In the conference of the ASEAN Ministers Responsible for 
Information (AMRI) on 14-17 March 2016 in Lapu-Lapu City, 
Cebu, different ASEAN bodies and sectors, including the 
media, agreed to collaborate in promoting ASEAN awareness 
among ASEAN people. Presidential Communications 
Operations Office (PCOO) Secretary Herminio B. Coloma 
Jr., AMRI Chair, led the event and encouraged everyone to 
cooperate in increasing awareness and consciousness about 
the ASEAN community through responsible dissemination 
of information. The conference’s theme was “One ASEAN: 
Connectivity. Community. Opportunity.”

Sharing ASEAN is a regular publication of the Center for International Relations and Strategic 
Studies (CIRSS) of the Foreign Service Institute. It contains updates on ASEAN’s progress and 
provides information on the benefits, contribution, and participation of the Philippines in 
ASEAN. Sharing ASEAN promotes bringing ASEAN closer to the people to realize a people-
centered Community.

The statements in this brochure do not necessarily reflect the official position of the Institute.
Unless otherwise indicated, photos are from Philippine government sources.

For questions or comments, please email Ms. Joycee A. Teodoro at jateodoro@fsi.gov.ph

2330 Roxas Blvd., Pasay City 1300 
Philippines

Tel. No. +632 834 3509
Fax No. +632 831 5983

fsiphilippines@fsi.gov.ph
www.fsi.gov.ph

This, I believe, has always 
been our strength as a region; 
throughout the years, we have 
celebrated the uniqueness of our 
nations, while harking back to the 
indisputable truth that we share 
more than just commonalities in 
culture and history; we share one 
vision for our future.

President Benigno S. Aquino III
at the ASEAN Tourism Forum 
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PH Takes Part in Efforts to Protect the Rights of 
Women and Children
The 12th meeting of the ASEAN Commission on the Promotion 
and Protection of the Rights of Women and Children (ACWC) 
was held on 16-19 February 2016 at the ASEAN Secretariat, 
Jakarta, Indonesia. The meeting agenda included a status 
check on ongoing projects, two of which are being prepared 
by the Philippines. Currently, the Philippines is handling the 
Progress Report on Women’s Rights, Empowerment and 
Gender Equality, and the Outline of the Report on the ACWC 
Institutional Strengthening.
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