
ASEAN Grows Stronger, Looks 10 Years Ahead

On 31 December 2015, the ASEAN Community was formally 
established, a milestone in the evolution of ASEAN and the 
culmination of the bloc’s integration efforts. It comes at an 
opportune time when the region is being heralded as an integral 
part of the global community. As a community of opportunities, 
the ASEAN Economic Community boasts a regional market of USD 
2.6 trillion for its 622 million people.

“ASEAN 2025: Forging Ahead Together” was adopted at the 27th 
ASEAN Summit and serves as the new roadmap for the ASEAN 
community-building in the next 10 years.

Malaysia Hands Over Chairmanship to Lao PDR

At the closing ceremony of the 27th ASEAN Summit, Malaysia 
gave the reins to Lao PDR. Malaysian Prime Minister Datuk Seri 
Najib Razak handed over the gavel to Lao PDR’s Prime Minister 
Thong Thammavong.

27th ASEAN Summit and Related Meetings

Kuala Lumpur hosted the 27th ASEAN Summit on 18-21 November 
2015. Malaysia’s ASEAN chairmanship culminated in the adoption 
of the following outcome documents:

• 2015 Kuala Lumpur Declaration on the Establishment of the 
ASEAN Community

• Kuala Lumpur Declaration on ASEAN 2025: Forging Ahead 
Together 

• ASEAN Convention Against Trafficking in Persons, Especially 
Women and Children

• Kuala Lumpur Declaration on Ageing: Empowering Older 
Persons in ASEAN

• ASEAN Joint Statement on Climate Change 2015
• Regional Framework and Action Plan to Implement the ASEAN 

Declaration on Strengthening Social Protection
• Kuala Lumpur Declaration on Higher Education
• Regional Plan of Actions on Elimination of Violence Against 

Women
• Regional Plan of Actions on Elimination of Violence Against 

Children
• Declaration on ASEAN Post-2015 Environmental Sustainability 

and Climate Change Agenda

ASEAN Strategic Plan for Small and Medium Enterprise 
(SME)

The ASEAN Strategic Plan for SME Development (2016-2025) 
was launched at the sidelines of the 27th ASEAN Summit. 
It aims to create and strengthen globally competitive, 
innovative, inclusive, and resilient SMEs by 2025. The Plan 
will serve as an implementation guide for ASEAN Member 
States in ensuring SME development.

ASEAN-US Strategic Partnership

ASEAN and the US elevated the dialogue partnership to a 
strategic partnership to realize their “common vision of a peaceful, 
prosperous Asia-Pacific region that offers security, opportunity, 
and dignity to all citizens” during the 3rd ASEAN-US Summit on 
21 November 2015. The Summit adopted the Plan of Action to 
Implement the ASEAN-US Strategic Partnership (2016-2020), 
which outlines five priority areas of cooperation: economic 
integration, maritime cooperation, transnational challenges, 
climate change, and emerging leaders and women’s opportunities.
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This is ASEAN’s time  —this is our time. 
ASEAN can and should play a major role in 
shaping this Asian century, and work with 
our partners across the continents to shape 
a world of prosperity, peace and openness.

Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak
Prime Minister of Malaysia at the Opening 

Ceremony of the 27th ASEAN Summit
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The Philippines in ASEAN
President Aquino Attends His Last ASEAN Summit 

President Benigno Aquino III attended his last ASEAN 
Summit, from 18 to 21 November 2015, as the Philippines’ 
Head of State. At the Summit, he emphasized the need 
for states to forge greater cooperation on issues such as 
disaster risk management, pandemics, and trafficking in 
persons. The president also said that every country has an 
obligation to contribute to ensuring that members of the 
international community enjoy peace and stability.  President 
Aquino also thanked his counterparts for the courtesy and 
camaraderie extended to him during his term of office.

Philippines Hosts the ASEAN Plus Three

Youth Summit
With the theme “Building the Future through Culture, 
Identity, and Community,” the Department of Tourism 
hosted the ASEAN Plus Three Tourism Youth Summit on 
28 September-3 October 2015 at the South Palms Resort, 
Panglao, Bohol, and the Radisson Blu Hotel, Cebu City. 
The Summit introduced the youth to and informed them 
about ASEAN’s initiatives cultural exchange, immersion, 
and appreciation. It also highlighted the following issues: 1) 
cultural preservation, 2) environmental protection, 3) socio-
economic growth, and 4) gender equality in the tourism 
industry.

Manila Hosts Workshop on Strengthening 
Technical Competency on Consumer Protection 
The second Train-the-Trainer Workshop to Strengthen 
Technical Competency on Consumer Protection in ASEAN 
was held on 5-7 October 2015 to strengthen the capacity 
of government officers to develop and deliver training 
programs focusing on the technical requirements in three 
key areas, namely; product safety and labeling, phone 
internet and e-commerce, and healthcare services. The 
first workshop, held in Hanoi, Vietnam, on 31 August -2 
September 2015, focused on the areas of consumer credit 
banking, environment, and professional services. The ASEAN 
Australian Development Cooperation Program Phase II 
(AADCP II) supported the workshop, while the ASEAN 
Secretariat, UNCTAD, and consultants served as facilitators.

Philippine Mission to ASEAN Holds Symposium on 
Plight of Women and Children
The Philippine Mission to ASEAN, headed by Ambassador 
Elizabeth P. Buensuceso, spearheaded the ASEAN Institute 
for Peace and Reconciliation (AIPR) Symposium on the 
Plight of Women and Children in Conflict Situations on 8-9 
December 2015 in Tagaytay City. The two-day symposium 
covered the following topics: surfacing the plight of women 
and children in conflict situation; the abuses women and 
children are exposed to, such as sexual violence, threats 
to their lives, identity and property, and others; women 
and children as active participants in conflict resolution 
and the peace process; and programs and mechanisms to 
ensure protection and promotion of the rights and welfare 
of women and children during armed conflict and/or in post-
conflict situations.
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This is not just for tomorrow or the next day but for the next 
generation. ASEAN Vision 2025 maps out the direction that each 
fellow [ASEAN] country would take, to ensure that no one would 
be left behind as we try to attain progress and so that ASEAN 
would be more known as a pillar in global discussions. It is clear, 
as we strengthen our relations with other countries; the positive 
change that we have begun in society grows and flourishes. With 
your continued support for the straight path, the Filipino’s capacity 
will be known in the region and the rest of the world.

President Benigno S. Aquino III


