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Dear Lotus Circle Advisors, Members, and Friends,

I have just returned from an invigorating
three-day regional State of the Art
Gender Equality Workshop with more
than 50 colleagues in Colombo, Sri Lanka.
Demonstrating the strength of commitment
to this work across The Asia Foundation,
staff from each of our 18 country offices
were in attendance. The workshop was a
critical component of our Gender Smart
Initiative, which strengthens the capacity
and skills of program staff to design and

implement effective gender-responsive programming and cultivates an organizational
culture that advances gender equality. This convening provided a vital forum for hands-on
and face-to-face sharing, brainstorming, and strategizing on lessons learned and emerging
issues and opportunities for strengthening our work to empower women and advance
gender equality in Asia and the Pacific. Some of these opportunities include the potential to
scale or adapt impactful programs and to create new tools for sharing of best practices



across diverse country and sub-regional contexts.

These three days were invaluable for ensuring that our work to promote women’s
empowerment and gender equality is cutting edge and responsive to a changing
landscape. The formal and informal sharing made possible by so many of us coming
together from different countries and contexts also contributed to deepened relationships
and understanding.We also invited some of our institutional donors to join us for a session
and they expressed keen interest in participating in a follow up forum regarding the
learnings and recommendations from the workshop. Feedback from those attending the
workshop was overwhelmingly positive, with some important recommendations resulting
from the workshop as a roadmap for the time ahead. I look forward to sharing more with
you all in the months to come!

Warm regards,
Jane 

HIGHLIGHTS

City Life Survey reveals gender differences in urban life experience in Myanmar

The Asia Foundation has conducted a first
of its kind, multi-city survey in Myanmar
that offers new insight into the different life
experiences of women and men in urban
contexts in Myanmar. For instance, the
City Life Survey reveals that although
urban men and women are equally
educated, women are almost twice as
likely to be unemployed, and 19 percent of
men reported doing no housework or

childcare at all as compared to just 5 percent of women. Tellingly, when asked how much
influence they think they have over decisions made by their municipality, women were
almost twice as likely as men to respond, “I don’t know.” One key lesson of the City Life
Survey therefore is that government and civil society must empower women to engage
more extensively in municipal affairs.

Read more about the findings of the City Life Survey in our new blog piece, "Towards



Inclusive Cities: Women and Urban Planning in Myanmar."

Gender assessment examines women's role in waste management and recycling
in Mongolia

As part of a three-country "Waste and
Climate Change" project supported by the
United Nations, The Asia Foundation
facilitated a gender assessment of the
waste sector in Mongolia to better
understand the important role that women
play in waste management and recycling
in urban areas. Findings reveal that
women are primarily responsible for waste
management within communities and that

it is mainly women who organize volunteer efforts to address waste problems and to clean
up streets. However, few women are employed in the formal waste sector and so do not
receive wages for their efforts - instead, many of the high-paid, formalized jobs go to men.
The results of this gender assessment will be presented to Mongolian stakeholders in the
coming months.

Spotlight: Meet Lotus Circle Advisor Janet Montag

Lotus Circle Advisor Janet Montag is a
community leader and philanthropist. She
has continuously played a strong leadership
role in the Lotus Circle, including she and her
husband Tom opening their home to Gala
honoree Rula Ghani, the First Lady of the
Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, for a special
luncheon. Describing her strong commitment
to empowering women in Asia with The Asia
Foundation, Janet says: “In many countries

across Asia, women and girls are still not recognized as valuable contributors to society. This
translates into many challenges such as violence against women, lack of access to
education, arranged marriages, sex trafficking, and lack of access to health care, including
information on reproductive health. Basic rights such as personal safety and adequate



sanitation facilities are also often absent. Financial literacy and access to technology are
limited. Just thinking about this question is overwhelming when you string all the challenges
together. Progress has been made, but there is still a long way to go. The world is changing
rapidly, and the Lotus Circle wants to give girls a voice and the tools to improve their lives.” 

Janet is a champion of girls' education, supporting initiatives such as the Girl Rising global
campaign - which uses the power of storytelling to convey how educating girls can transform
societies - as well as the founding of a university in Bangladesh for Asian women. "There is
no doubt that educating a girl transforms lives and communities," she says, which is why her
energy and resources have been directed towards this cause, including supporting The Asia
Foundation and its work on providing scholarships alongside building non-traditional
vocational skills, such as training women in motorcycle maintenance in Nepal. 

Janet is a founding member and chair of the Advisory Board of the Global Mental Health
Program at Columbia University, where the mission is to promote mental health and reduce
the burden of mental illness around the globe. She sits on an Advisory Board of ARZU Studio
Hope, whose mission is to empower women in Afghanistan, and serves on the Board of the
New York Botanical Gardens in the Bronx, New York. Janet is also a member of the
International Advisory Board of the Portland Japanese Garden. Janet serves on a task force
for the undergraduate program as well as a Parent Advisory Board at Stanford University.
She holds a BBA degree in Finance from Emory University and she is a former corporate
finance banker with JP Morgan. Janet lived abroad in England and Japan for 12 years before
returning to New York City.

COMING UP

September 11: Breakfast panel on "Gender Inclusive Approaches to Climate"

On Tuesday, September 11th, The Asia
Foundation will host a breakfast panel on
"Gender Inclusive Approaches to Climate"
as part of the week-long events
accompanying the Global Climate Action
Summit in San Francisco, September
12-14. Jane Sloane will convene a panel
that will involve organizations and



grassroots leaders from the bay area and across the globe that are spearheading new and
innovative work in this field across Asia and the Pacific. This panel will include Aditya Pillai,
Program Officer for The Asia Foundation in India and Dr. Bilqis Hoque, President,
Environment and Population Research Center, one of TAF’s partners in Bangladesh,
speaking about the important work made possible with Lotus funding to build a women’s
climate movement working to support women’s leadership in response to climate impact.
Paula Uniacke will also speak about the work TAF is leading on women’s climate resilience
in Mongolia, Laos, and Fiji, funded by the Asian Development Bank. 

For more information or to RSVP, please contact Paula Uniacke:
paula.uniacke@asiafoundation.org

September 17: Lotus Circle Salon on The Asia Foundation's programming in Nepal

On Monday, September 17th, the Lotus
Circle New York will host Preeti Thapa,
Senior Program Officer in The Asia
Foundation’s Nepal office. Ms Thapa will
offer an update on the Foundation's
Women’s Empowerment Program 
initiatives in Nepal with special focus on
the role of women in promoting justice and
peace. The Asia Foundation’s programs in
Nepal work to transform conflict, support

subnational governance, strengthen women’s leadership, promote economic governance
and enhance regional discourse on environmental resilience and human security. 

For more information or to RSVP, please contact Nikita Desai:
nikita.desai@asiafoundation.org 

September 27: Jane Sloane, "As A Woman My Country is the Whole World"

The Asia Foundation is pleased to invite Lotus Circle
Advisors in the San Francisco Bay Area to join a
special event on September 27th, 5:00-7:00 p.m. at
the Sausalito Woman’s Club in Sausalito, California.
Jane Sloane, Director of the Women's Empowerment



Program, will share the journey to her global work in support of women human rights
defenders and creating a global citizen movement, including what has sustained and
inspired her own work as an activist and advocate for women’s rights and gender equality.

RSVP here: "As a Woman My Country is the Whole
World"

October 5: Lotus Circle Salon with Sam Chittick, Country Representative, Philippines

On Friday, October 5th, the Lotus Circle
New York will host Sam Chittick, Country
Representative for The Asia Foundation in
the Philippines, who will speak about
current programming and plans for the
future to further women's empowerment
and gender equality in the Philippines.

For more information or to RSVP, please
contact Nikita Desai:
nikita.desai@asiafoundation.org   

SUPPORT OUR WORK

Missed the July edition of Lotus Letter? View it here.

The Lotus Letter photo (top of email) depicts The Asia Foundation's mental health
and psychosocial training sessions held with Counselling Assistants in Sri Lanka.
Image courtesy of Gemunu Amarasinghe. 
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