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Executive Summary

The Twentieth Sustainable Development Conference (SDC) 
titled 'Seventy Years of Development: The Way Forward' 
held from 5-7 December 2017 will be remembered within 
and by the development sector of Pakistan and the region for 
some time as one of the largest congregation of biggest, best 
and brightest minds coming together in 40 panels, 
roundtables and podium discussions, many of which were 
concurrent including four plenary sessions.

The conference that held during the 25th year of SDPI 
examined 70 years of development in Pakistan and the 
region with participation from around the world. A total of 
269 panellists representing Afghanistan, China, Ethiopia, 
Finland (Via Skype), France, Germany, India, Italy, Nepal, 
Pakistan, Thailand (via Skype), The Philippines, Sri Lanka, 
Switzerland, UK, and US participated in the conference. An 
audience of over 3,000 attended the three-day flagship event.
Distinguished speakers included Pakistani politicians and 
policymakers, e.g. Mr Sartaj Aziz, Dr Miftah Ismail, Syed 
Khurshid Shah, Ms Marvi Memon, Rana Muhammad Afzal, 
Ms Shahnaz Wazir Ali, Dr Nafisa Shah. Among them are 
federal ministers, including Khawaja Muhammad Asif, Prof. 
Ahsan Iqbal, Ms Maryam Aurangzeb, Mr Awais Ahmad 
Khan Leghari; Also there were  Senators, including Mr 
Mushahid Hussain, Mr Shibli Faraz, Mr Osman Saifullah, 
Mr Noman Wazir amongst others. 
The Opening Plenary provided a launching pad for the 
following five publications: 
 
Ÿ SDPI's Journal of Development Policy, Research and 

Practice
Ÿ SDC Anthology: “Sustainable Development: Envisaging 

the Future Together”
Ÿ SDPI's Annual Report 2017
Ÿ Pakistan's Agenda for Economic Reforms
Ÿ Policy Briefs on Sustainable Development

Panellists also included prominent members of the business 
community such as Syed Yawar Ali, Hammad Siddqui, Mir 
Salman Ali, Mr Wang Ziahi; and diplomats such as 
Ambassador Thettali Parameswaran Pillai Sreenivasan 
(India) and Ambassador Shafqat Kakakhel (Pakistan). The 
panels also heard reflections from seasoned academics like 
Dr Ishrat Husain, Dr Sania Nishtar, Dr Muhammad Bilal, Dr 
Ashfaque Hussain, Dr Nadeem ul Haque, Dr Pervaiz Amir; 
and dignitaries from international organizations like World 
Bank, ADB, UNCTAD, UNESCAP, UN-CEDAW, CUTS-
India, SAWTEE, Chinese Ministry of Finance, RIS-India, 
FES such as Dr Enrique Blanco and Dr Robert Beyer, Ms 
Farzana Noshab, Dr Daniel Poon, Dr Shamshad Akhtar, Ms 
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Bandana Rana, Mr Udai Singh Mehta, Dr Paras Kharel, Ms 
Jia Jinghang, Mr Sachin Chaturvedi, Dr Rolf Paasch, 
respectively; and veteran human rights activists like Mr I.A. 
Rahman, Mr Afrasiab Khattak, Ms Khawar Mumtaz, Mr 
Karamat Ali, and Mr Shoaib Sultan Khan. Speakers also 
included artists like Mr Jamal Shah and Ms Sheema Kermani 
to name a few. This year's overarching theme was explored 
under the following three streams:

Stream 1: Pakistan turned 70 in 2017. There is a lot to learn 
from 70 years of developmental experiences on what 
worked, what did not work and what may work for countries 
like Pakistan to attain sustainable development goals in 
future. The conference congregated key stakeholders, 
national and international, to reflect on peace and 
development promises made and what has been achieved so 
far and to take a futuristic approach and suggest a 'way 
forward' for development, highlighting collective efforts and 
commitment that feeds to the peace conscience and renews 
the zeal for persistent effort. The inaugural Plenary, 
therefore, focused on Pakistan's centenary and what needs to 
be done so that 'no one is left behind' in Pakistan by 2047. 

Stream 2: Given that SDPI turned 25, the conference touched 
upon the role of think tanks (TTs) towards sustainable 
development. The speakers from like-minded organizations 
around the world not only shared the role of TTs in bridging 
the gaps between research and policy but also their role in 
getting those policies implemented. Along with sharing 
success stories of sustaining independent policy research 
organizations in challenging times, speakers also shared the 
stories of impact created by TTs in sustainable development. 
The conference was an opportunity to discuss the role of 
thinking community, and what they have contributed, and 
based on past experiences share the future agenda. Plenary 2 
focused on the need for regional and global realignment in 
Pakistan's foreign policy and regional connectivity. 

Stream 3: This included the general sessions, project specific 
sessions, and sessions with development partners and 
international donors. Sessions looked at socio-economic 
development, SDGs, social justice, women empowerment, 
minority rights, climate change, REDD+, information 
technology, energy, etc. SDC Plenary 3 took forward the sub-
themes and role of media in highlighting issues on 
environment, economics and social justice. The evening 
plenary honoured journalistic efforts made in 2017 with 
Media Awards in three categories, i.e. print, electronic and 
photo journalism. H.U. Beg plenary lectures at the 
concluding session were delivered by Dr Shamshad Akhtar 
and Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed.
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of each session, are being published in this special edition of 
SDPI's Research and News Bulletin.

SDC keynote plenary sessions and selected panels were 
broadcast live on SDPI's web-based TV (www.sdpi.tv) for 
wider dissemination. A special SDC APP was also created 
which audience members could download and which 
provided minute by minute details of every panel, including 
Facebook and Twitter updates which made the Conference 
one of the Top Ten Trending news on Google in Pakistan.

One of the conference outcomes is a peer-reviewed 
anthology based on papers presented at the occasion 
launched at the succeeding conference. Keeping up with this 
tradition, the conference showcased launch of the SDC 2016 
anthology titled 'Sustainable Development: Envisaging the 
Future Together'. As done so in earlier SD Conferences, 
SDPI also compiles the policy recommendations from all the 
panels and plenary sessions which are then communicated to 
the respective ministries and at regional level institutions. 
The compiled recommendations, along with detailed reports 
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Welcome Address: Mr Shafqat Kakakhel, Former 
Ambassador, and Chairperson, Board of Governors, 
Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) 

Introductory Remarks: Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive 
Director, SDPI 

Guest of Honour: Prof. Ahsan Iqbal, Federal Minister for 
Interior and Narcotics Control, Government of Pakistan

Keynote Speaker: Dr Ishrat Husain, Former Dean and 
Director, Institute of Business Administration (IBA), 
Karachi

Organizers: Dr Sajid Amin and Ms Samavia Batool, SDPI

Report By: Nageen Sohail, Fatima Jinnah Women 
University, Rawalpindi

Mr Shafqat Kakakhel welcomed the participants and 
dignitaries of 20th Sustainable Development Conference 
(SDC) and briefed them about the objectives as to why 
Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) was 
formed in 1992. Highlighting a number of stupendous 
achievements of SDPI, he said that SDPI is the co-organizer 
of South Asian Economic Summit, founding member of 
Civil Society Coalition for Climate Change (CSCCC) and an 
active member of Climate Action Network South Asia 
(CANSA). SDPI, he said, is also a research partner with the 
organizations such as Ministry of Climate Change (MoCC), 
Ministry of Economic Development and Reforms, Pakistan 
Bureau of Statistics and Higher Education Commission of 
Pakistan. Of the SDC theme, he said that discussion on 
peace, democracy and development in South Asia, regional 
integration, higher education, economic hurdles, 
environmental issues such as water, food, energy security, 
gender equality, role of women, youth, private sector, state 
and non-state sectors in achieving Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) will be discussed during this three-day event. 

Opening Plenary: Development Beyond 70 and the Way Forward

He emphasized on the opportunity provided by this 
conference to reflect upon what has been achieved so far and 
the measures required to achieve SDGs in South Asia. 

Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri said that though South Asia is 
considered the centre of growth, its inhabitants have 
survived brutal eras. Extremism, terrorism and violence have 
badly impacted the lives of common people, he said, adding 
that even after 70 years of independence, Pakistan is still 
faced with the repercussions of colonialism. “We being a 
democratic nation have freedom of choice and have 
witnessed positive changes in the region. We have secured a 
mark on the world by contributing to infrastructure 
development, however our economic growth is not up to the 
mark.” 

Terming the theme of SDC as a combination of people and 
think tanks who consider pluralism as a way forward to 
sustainable development, Dr Suleri emphasized upon 
interaction between different civil society members and 
other stakeholders to address challenges that we have 
inherited and created through our ideas and actions for 
development. He stressed the need to figure out things which 
are accurate for sustainable development and take integrated 
measures to address the common issues of the region. 

Prof. Ahsan Iqbal said that increase in the volume of 
economy, level of inclusiveness, procurement and wise 
distribution of resources are the real challenges which should 
be taken up by the economists. He also emphasized on 
understanding the emerging landscapes of economics to 
become beneficiaries of change as a nation. He further said 
that collaborative measures by governments, academia, 
researchers and think tanks are required for technology 
development to overcome redundant and absolute effects of 
fourth industrial revolution.

Commenting on the construction of new world in the 21st 
century which is supported by global supply chains, he said 
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for high productivity and innovation. He 
suggested updating and revising the current 
curriculum and training of the youth for the 
future. 

He also acknowledged the role of SDC as 
according to him it will help the government 
identify responses on 4th industrial 
revolution and its impact on job market. 

Dr Ishrat Husain stressed the need for 
strong, independent, efficient, honest and 
accountable institutions in the country for 
the implementation of policies, agenda of 
economic growth, and good governance 
practices. He presented his theory of 
economy with various postulates from his 
book.
Dr Husain discussed empirical and evidence 
based history of economy of Pakistan which 

showed that the early decades of Pakistan witnessed 6-6.5% 
growth rate increase as compared to India which was only 
3%. However, he said, during the last twenty five years, it has 
not exceeded 4.5%. This growth rate is five times lower than 
that of India while the gap between increasing growth rate of 
Bangladesh (i.e. 6%) and Pakistan is rapidly increasing. 

Discussing the role of Pakistan in war on terror and 
insufficient recognition for its efforts globally, he dispelled 
the impression that economic status of Pakistan can be 
drifted by issues of national security and deterioration in law 
and order situation. War on terror started a decade after 
terrorism which started in 2001 and Pakistan witnessed 
highest growth rate at that time. He also nullified the 
hypothesis that foreign aid is the reason for economic growth 
in Pakistan as 98.7% of the total GDP of Pakistan is 
generated by its own people. Moreover, “USA has always 
suspended aid to Pakistan in crucial times.” He ruled out 
garrison state obsession by sharing facts which show that 
defence budget has gone down to 4%. His study showed that 
insufficient markets have emerged due to the state and 
market control by 1-2% of the elite population deliberately 
neglecting the under privileged. He suggested reviving 
democratic institutions, form strong federal, provincial and 
public service commissions and ensure accountability in 
public and private sectors to sustain economic growth and 
prosperity. 

At the end of the session, five publications, viz. Journal of 
Development Policy, Research and Practice, SDC 
Anthology titled Sustainable Development: Envisaging the 
Future Together, SDPI's Annual Report 2017, Pakistan's 
Agenda for Economic Reforms, and Policy Briefs on 
Sustainable Development in Pakistan, were launched and 
presented to the distinguished guests as well.

every country is producing a product by using best available 
resources and selling it to other countries. He listed factors 
like instability, uncertainty and conflict which eliminate 
opportunities for Foreign Direct Investment (FDI). He added 
that sources of information are beyond the scale and scope of 
the government, therefore, Pakistan must take measures to 
hold its talent inside the country.

Mr Iqbal was of the view that Vision 2025 will help Pakistan 
to become top economies till 2025. “China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) is not a conspiracy but a tool for 
enhancing connectivity and is in the interest of greater 
economy across the region. Rule of law and peace is the need 
of hour as mega projects like CPEC will guarantee peace and 
sustainable development in the whole South Asian region. 
Revenues generated by such projects will help overcome the 
crisis with the passage of time.” 

Mr Iqbal related hindrance in growth rate with political 
disruption and announced that GDP of Pakistan will soon 
reach 6% in the aftermath of better peace, energy, 
investments, expansions, shifts in industries, addition of 
assembly lines and growth trajectory to enforce 
development. He showed confidence in the government by 
saying that “We can fill the gap in the economy” by making 
right choices at right time. He added that the government is 
working hard to meet the requirement of 1.5 million jobs for 
our youths. He also discussed the status of electricity and 
announced addition of extra 3000 MW of electricity within 
next six months.

“We need to become an economic nation and stop behaving 
like a political nation to gain momentum in the economic 
growth and stability.” He called upon the local economists to 
address proficiency of making wealth, level of inclusiveness 
and procurement and wise distribution of wealth parameters 
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Chair: Mr Sartaj Aziz, Deputy Chairman, Ministry of 
Planning, Development and Reform, Islamabad 

Moderator: Mr Amer Durrani, Chief Executive Officer, 
Reenergia-Enhar, Islamabad

Speakers:
Mr Imran Shaukat, Chairman, Jobs Group, Islamabad
Dr Safdar Sohail, Former Director, CPEC Center of 
Excellence, Islamabad 
Safdar Pervez, Director for Regional Cooperation, Asian 
Development Bank, Manila
Xiahong Nang, Country Director, Asian Development Bank, 
Pakistan
  
Panel Organisers: 
Mr Guntur Sugiyarto, Asian Development Bank (ADB), 
Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Ms Rabia Manzoor and Mr Wasif Naqvi, 
SDPI

Reported by: Maryam Shabbir and Shujaat Ahmed, SDPI, 
Islamabad

Dr Vaqar Ahmed said that improving connectivity in energy, 
trade, roads, rails, and across people is very important for 
regional integration in central and South Asia. ADB has 
prepared a strategy to respond to many emerging challenges 
which South Asia is faced with, he said, adding that the 
session's objective is to look at how regional integration can 
help collaborate between more inclusive trade and 
investment. 

Dr Safdar Sohail said that South Asian regional integration is 
increasing but trade volume has decreased during the last 
three years. “The idea of making new roads and connectivity 
is very good but we need to focus on trade perspective. 
Without strategic trade policy, it is impossible to improve 
trade.”

He said Pakistan has a lot of potential to invest in the region 
because of its unique location which provides shortest 
possible routes for trade through seaports. ADB, he said, is 
trying to make way for the regional cooperation and we have 
invested $ 1.5 billion for regional cooperation. Construction 
of highways and roads is one of those, he told the audience.  
Safdar Pervez said Pakistan stands at the crossroads, which 
can extend regional cooperation among South Asian 
countries, as it provides shortest possible route. He went on 
to say that Central Asia Regional Economic Cooperation 
(CAREC) is a programme that aims to promote regional 
cooperation in all forms, and connects people all across the 
region eventually to increase trade and investment 

Session A-1

 Improving Connectivity and Regional Integration in Central and South Asia

opportunities. It is also important for achieving SDGs. He 
added that the CAREC institute has been established in 
China recently to promote business-to-business and people-
to-people relations across the member states. 

Xiahong Nang said that efficient infrastructure is an 
important element for regional cooperation. She quoted the 
China Bureau of Statistics 2015 as saying that Chinese 
exports to Asian countries have reached to worth $1286 
billion while imports from Asian countries are of $1139 
billion. She said that Pakistan has been overshadowed by 
competitors' export performance. “Trade patterns are 
changing very much between emerging and developing 
economies and ultimately Pakistan has great potential to 
trade with CAREC countries. There is a dire need to 
diversify the basket of exportable items. Tax regimes need to 
be re-formulated to improve trade and promote SMEs by 
providing them with access to credit.”

Imran Shaukat said CAREC and CPEC are international 
visions, and China is the only country in the world that is 
promoting globalization and working on regional 
cooperation. However, he said, when we specifically talk in 
agriculture perspective, such initiatives are helpful in terms 
of goods' transportation but may not help bring the value 
chain process for itself and agriculture sector as a whole. He 
stressed the need for helping agro-based countries like 
Pakistan to exploit their potential for export promotion.    

Sartaj Aziz said that Pakistan has great potential to trade with 
CAREC countries. He suggested that tax regimes need to be 
re-formulated to improve trade and promote SMEs by 
providing them with access to credit.

“We are mindful that any future progress on regional 
integration will only sustain if peace and stability in 
Afghanistan comes about. This is not possible without 
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manner. 

Talking about China Pakistan Economic Corridors (CPEC), 
he said this mega project has paved the way for foreign 
investment in the country and has enabled Pakistan to 
connect to all countries. CPEC has given a new definition 
and dimension to economic cooperation. Now, Gwadar port 
is fully functional with more frequent connectivity leading to 
linkages with Central Asia. This has also paved the way for 
more agreements with East, West, South and Central Asian 
countries. We also hope that in near future Pakistan will be 
the part of Chabahar trilateral agreement and this will open 
new doors for greater regional connectivity thus fostering 
trade with Iran. The Iranian government has already offered 
Pakistan to be the part of Chabahar port arrangements, he 
added.

Under the next phases of CPEC, Pakistan looks forward to 
connecting its special economic zones and their output with 
the value chains in China and several other countries in the 
region. This will boost productivity in our key export-
oriented countries. Under the Central Asia Regional 
Economic Cooperation (CAREC) programme, Pakistan is 
linked with two CAREC corridors which will introduce an 
improved and sustainable transportation infrastructure in 
Pakistan. 

He said that our government is open to all types of policy 
advice coming from academia, think tanks as well as private 
sector. 

Pakistan's support to the international community and we 
will do this to help Afghan reconciliation process.” He 
informed the audiences that this year Pakistan successfully 
hosted Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) summit, 
which ended on a high note with firm commitment from 
Pakistan and member countries to improve all forms of 
connectivity in the region. “The summit adopted the 
declaration which calls for development of transport and 
communication infrastructure, facilitation of trade and 
investment, promotion of connectivity with other regions, 
effective use of energy resources and undertaking measures 
for making the ECO effective and efficient.”

Pakistan also remains an important force in connection with 
trans-boundary energy and resource sharing agreements, Mr 
Sartaj said. He further said the government is committed to 
formulating the new Strategic Trade Policy Framework 
(STPF) which will link Pakistan in a more coherent manner 
with African and EU markets. “We are focusing on product 
sophistication, helping start-ups enter in to exporting 
destinations, expand export financing and improving our 
logistics. We have also expanded the scope of Prime 
Minister's package for textile exporters to help them 
integrate in to foreign markets.”

Turkmenistan, Afghanistan, Pakistan, and India (TAPI) gas 
pipeline and Central Asia South Asia 1000 MW agreements 
are becoming frameworks for future cooperation, Sartaj said, 
adding that “we are coming to complete these and other 
trans-boundary energy projects on time and in a cost efficient 
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Chair: Ms Khawar Mumtaz, Chairperson, National 
Commission on the Status of Women (NCSW), Islamabad

Discussant: Ms Maliha Hussain, Mehergarh, Islamabad

Speakers:
Ÿ Ms Bandana Rana, Member, United Nations Convention 

on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against 
Women (UN CEDAW) Committee, Nepal

Ÿ Presentation: CEDAW: Tool for Addressing Violence 
Against Women (VAW)

Ÿ Mr Pranav Adhikari, Senior Research Officer, Nepal 
Institute for Social and Environmental Research, Nepal 

Ÿ Presentation: Changing Trends of Intimate Partner 
Violence Against Women in Nepal

Ÿ Dr Nargis Asad, Associate Professor, Department of 
Psychiatry and Chair, Working Group for Women 
(WGW), and 

Ÿ Dr Ani ta  Al lana ,  Depar tment  of  Curr iculum 
Development & Working Group for Women (WGW), 
Aga Khan University, Karachi, Pakistan

Presentation: Drivers of Intimate Partner Violence: 
Understanding from Pakistan

Panel Organizers: Ms Aisha Mukhtar, UN Women; Ms 
Imrana Niazi and Mr Shahid Minhas, SDPI 

Report by: Ms Sadaf Liaquat and Ms Maryam Shabbir, 
SDPI 

Session A2 

Women's Access to Justice: Ending Violence Against Women (VAW)

Ms Bandana Rana said the Convention on the Elimination 
of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) 
ratified by 189 countries is the key tool to address VAW. “It is 
the only instrument that addresses the issue of women 
inequality in both public and private spheres at international 
level. The CEDAW Committee, which comprises of 23 
members from civil society representatives, is responsible 
for collecting reports from the member states pertaining to 
progress in connection with all the 30 articles of this 
Convention. CEDAW procedure includes constructive 
d i a l o g u e s ,  c o n c l u d i n g  o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  g e n e r a l 
recommendations and optional protocol.” She said Pakistan, 
Bangladesh, and India have reservations about Articles 2 and 
16 that deal with issues pertaining to marriage, divorce and 
married life. State has to translate suggestions/ 
recommendations by the CEDAW committee into local 
languages and disseminate it to the large audience, Ms Rana 
said, adding that non-governmental organisations and civil 
society organisations give insights about various countries 
which are proved helpful for CEDAW. She maintained that 
CEDAW provides a strong base for civil society to make 
governments accountable for their progress addressing 
VAW. She suggested that in order to eradicate gender 
inequality, all the stakeholders need to join hands. She 
concluded that CEDAW mechanism is one of the best tools 
to ensure gender equality and achieve the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). 

Mr Pranav Adhikari linked gender equality and 
empowerment with the achievement of SDGs. He said that 
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more important to focus on the mind-set of the society, 
especially that of women. Ms Hussain said that we do not 
question the way we think. “Education does not make a 
difference if gender education is not part of it. Conceptual 
clarity as to why women are expected to stay at home and 
why men are expected to be caretakers is the need of the hour. 
Feminists often offend men, but gender mainstreaming 
needs to be done through objective inclusion. Men and 
women are different but they are equal.” She suggested the 
inclusion of certain parts of Pakistan's Constitution (such as 
fundamental rights) in the curriculum. “Unless people know 
about their rights, how would they fight for them,” she said.

Ms Khawar Mumtaz said that compliance with the existing 
laws need to be taken into consideration.  She said the role of 
civil society is critical in this regard as they are mandated to 
monitor progress at different levels. Compliance and 
accountability of existing laws and policies should be 
strengthened, she said, adding that media can play an 
effective role to end violence against women. 

Questions-Answer session
To a question about the sustainability of projects on women 
issues especially when funding stops, Ms Maliha Hussain 
replied that some institutions should be in place that should 
work without donor funding. Government institutions 
should have cells at district level. For example, in the Punjab, 
women cells entertain cases, help women, and do not stop 
with funding cuts. Talking about the 2018 elections in 
Pakistan, she said that people should demand such centres in 
all districts. 

Mr Ajay Dixit from Nepal said that biggest challenge is 
compliance since no one takes the lead role in it. Ms Bandana 
Rana said Nepal had conflict for over 10 years and women 
were engaged in various roles, but once the conflict ended, all 
the high-level posts were taken over by men. “Under its 
National Action Plan, the government conducted dialogue 
with new stakeholders and budget was allocated for women's 
peace and security.” She highlighted that international 
mechanisms make a difference, if you are a civil society 
member and use the framework for implementation. 

To a question about the role of media, Mr Pranav Adhikari 
and Dr Nargis Asad said social media's role is also negative 
in some cases. Speaking about the trend that surfaced in 
recent years pertaining to the misuse of affordable internet 
packages and friendship on the internet, the speakers 
maintained that this combination perpetuated violence. “In 
many cases, boys ask for compromising pictures and the 
problem worsens. There is no supervision over the use of 
social media. We have gadgets but we do not pay attention to 
the way these gadgets are being used. There are no 
restrictions and guidelines. Unsupervised use of social 
media is causing issues,” they remarked.

SDGs cannot be achieved unless Goal 5 is achieved. He was 
of the view that both men and women are subject to Intimate 
Partner Violence (IPV). He highlighted that sometimes 
SDGs miss out on IPV. Sharing his case study, he said that the 
national police data of Nepal does not have a defined 
category of IPV and domestic violence, which causes a huge 
problem in addressing these issues. He maintained that 
physical violence leaves evidence, therefore, it can be 
reported whereas emotional violence cannot be reported. In 
South Asia, he said, physical violence is widely reported as 
compared to psychological violence. 

Mr Adhikari highlighted that the ratio of younger women 
reporting violence cases was more than that of older ones. He 
further shed light on various scenarios of IPV, for example, 
how migrations due to employment can lead women to cheat 
on their husbands, but due to patriarchal system it is the men 
who cannot report it. In Nepal, he said, there are no reported 
cases of violence perpetrated by adolescent boys on their 
girlfriends or that perpetrated by migrant men. He concluded 
that the biggest challenge in addressing IPV is the fact that it 
is not addressed by Nepalese government in its legislation.
 
During her presentation, Dr Nargis Asad said that 
psychological violence is the part of every type of violence. 
She said that IPV is a major health and human rights issue 
and different societal structures play a vital role in the 
prevalence of IPV. Lack of education, intelligence, early 
marriages, unemployment, witnessing violence in the field 
and neighbourhood, poverty and use of drugs could be seen 
as the major cause of IPV. Both love and arranged marriage 
also contribute to the prevalence of IPV. She shared that 
physical violence is 50%, sexual violence is 77% while 
psychological violence is 90%. She concluded that men 
should be the agents of change in countering VAW. 

Ms Maliha Hussain, raising the question regarding the 
impact of CEDAW in Pakistan, inquired whether the 
prevalence of VAW has increased or decreased. Stressing the 
need for strengthening institutions to eradicate VAW, she 
said behaviour change is the most important factor in 
tackling VAW. “This can only be achieved while investing in 
education sector to bring about much needed curriculum 
reforms. 

Ms Hussain said that in Pakistan, society is a barrier in 
reporting violence. Stressing the need for community 
mobilisation to create awareness in this regard, she said there 
are a lot of studies on the subject which can be used for 
devising strategies to end VAW. She said that only 
uneducated men are not involved in domestic violence, but 
educated and well-off ones also behave like that. Therefore, 
we need to make sure that all segments of society should be 
on board in awareness raising. She said that in the past, the 
focus has been on law-enforcement agencies, but this 
arrangement has not really worked so far. She added that it is 
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committed to doing and whether it is doing that or not. 
Ms Mumtaz said that speakers also identified that data is a 
limitation. There is a lack of gender disaggregated data. Even 
reported cases are not disaggregated as per the type of 
violence. She informed the audience that NCSW has 
developed a dataset and definitions that the police can use. 
The Gender Crime Cell of the National Police Bureau can 
incorporate this dataset and definitions which can prove 
helpful in their work. She further added that the judicial 
process and systems are slow. “There is a special court to deal 
with VAW in the Punjab, but there is a need to check the 
success of this court while keeping in mind access to justice 
particularly in the cases of rape and identify what barriers are 
there when it comes to compliance.” She termed 'the 
harassment at workplace law' a better compliant law.  

Ÿ The  sess ion  pu t  fo r th  the  fo l lowing  po l icy 
recommendations:

Ÿ In order to address VAW, institutions should be 
strengthened by making compliance mechanisms and 
strategies more effective and implementable.

Ÿ There is a need for a paradigm shift in attitudes. This can 
be achieved by bringing educational and curriculum 
reforms. 

Ÿ Social media can be used as a major tool to disseminate 
awareness among general public. 

Ÿ Civil society as a watchdog can play a vital role in making 
states accountable in meeting their international 
commitments; and  

Ÿ There is need to involve men,

One of the participants criticized that in awareness raising 
campaigns like #MeToo, only the rich people and celebrities 
are involved, but no religious leader was taken on board. One 
lawyer asked how state policies can impact culture as there 
are a lot of cultural barriers. One of the participants stressed 
the need to conduct studies in rural areas to see how other 
family members can play effective role to end violence in a 
joint family system. 

In response to various questions and comments, Dr Nargis 
Asad said that it is not about nuclear or extended family unit, 
but it is about how people live in the family and interact with 
family members. It is not the one person who perpetuates 
violence, rather other members, who actually condone it. 
Culture is made of people and people are raised at home, so it 
depends on what family norms are taught and how good and 
bad behaviours are established. Dr Asad said that more work 
is needed to teach boys how to respect women, and girls how 
to stand up for their rights. Academia should also be 
sensitized about their roles and responsibilities. 

Ms Khawar Mumtaz concluded that the drivers of IPV and 
a framework can be used to lobby for implementing laws and 
procedures. She highlighted that compliance with laws is 
very important as law provides an opportunity for justice. 
She maintained that there is a need to focus on how these 
laws are implemented and how they become a part of the 
system. She also stressing the need for strengthening 
institutions and holding them accountable. She said that 
NCSW's mandate is to see whatever the government is 
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Guest of Honour: Dr Miftah Ismail, Special Assistant to the 
Prime Minister on Economic Affairs and Former Chairman, 
Federal Board of Investment, Karachi, Pakistan

Moderator: Dr Sajid Amin, Research Fellow, Sustainable 
Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan

Panel Organizers: Dr Nadia Farooq, Pakistan Institute of 
Development Economics (PIDE), Islamabad, Pakistan; Dr 
Sajid Amin and Mr Faizan Rasool, SDPI, Islamabad

Speakers
Ÿ Dr Nadia Farooq, Senior Research Fellow, Pak-China 

Studies Centre, Pakistan Institute of Development 
Economics (PIDE), Islamabad, Pakistan

Ÿ Mir Salman Ali, Vice president, UNISAME, Co-Founder 
- Director (Strategy & Operations), South Asian 
Resources Group, Karachi, Pakistan

Ÿ Dr Ishrat Husain, Former Dean and Director, Institute of 
Business Administration (IBA), Karachi, Pakistan

Ÿ Mr Wang Ziahi, President, Pak-China Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry, Lahore, Pakistan

Ÿ Dr Daniel Poon, Economic Affairs Officer, Division on 
Globalization and Development Strategies, United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD), Geneva, Switzerland

Report by: Rabia Tabassum, SDPI & Rija Hafeez, IEEE 
SIGHT Islamabad Section

Dr Nadia Farooq expressed her thoughts on challenges and 
potential of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) 
sector financing in Pakistan. Sharing the challenges of SME 
financing, she said that the prime chunk of China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) basket is being allocated to the 
energy projects; other infrastructure and Gwadar projects are 
being financed by Public Sector Development Program 
(PSDP), debt liabilities and grants. Industrial development is 
a major area which is going to start with the help of Special 
Economic Zones (SEZs) and lack of long-term project 
financing is one of the major concerns for SMEs.  

In Pakistan, SMEs constitute about 90% of enterprise and it 
contributes significantly to the economy of Pakistan as it 
adds 40% to the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of the 
country; 3.2 million enterprises absorb 78% of non-
agriculture employment,  and it contributes 25% of the total 
export value. Therefore promoting SMEs becomes more 
important. However, there are multiple issues hindering the 
growth of SMEs in Pakistan such as:

Session A-3

Challenges and Potential of SME Sector Financing in Pakistan:
Way Forward through CPEC

· Lack of finance                                                                     
· Shortage of skilled labour                                                     
· Getting business site                                                             
· Bribes                                                                                  
· Orders/marketing of product                                                
· Lack of knowledge                                                              
· Raw material                                                                        
· License for work                                                                   
· New technology             
                                                      
Lack of financing is one of the major challenges for the 
SMEs being faced by 55% of the SMEs. Furthermore, she 
stressed the need for a comprehensive analysis of gaps and 
challenges for SMEs financing in Pakistan. She suggested 
learning best practices from other countries; particularly 
from the regions having higher Chinese footprint. She also 
recommended having a model for SME financing in Pakistan 
through CPEC. 

Mir Salman Ali highlighted the role of Small and Medium 
Enterprises Development Authority (SMEDA),  an agency 
responsible for providing favourable and enabling 
environment for SMEs in Pakistan. For the development of 
SME sector, he emphasized expansion of SMEDA along 
with improvements in financial sector. He added that 
strengthening and making SMEDA well-equipped is 
necessary to develop the SMEs. He also urged  upon the 
banks to promote and facilitate SMEs along with big 
manufacturing sector. Additionally, activation of state 
insurance to enable SMEs to acquire loans on low premium 
is required. Moreover, he added that there is a need to focus 
on provision of financial support to SMEs by keeping the 
interest rates lower in order to maximize the profit of SMEs. 

Lack of connectivity between SMEs is one of the major 
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Mr Wang Zihai presented a case study of SME financing in 
Shen Zhen, a city of China. The strong legislative backup in 
China such as Law on Promotion of Small and Medium 
Enterprises (2003) and several opinions to encourage, 
support and guide SMEs (2005, 2009 and 2011) helped in 
creating a favourable environment for the development of 
SMEs. In addition, tax reduction is another strategy which 
reduced the burden on SMEs in China. While talking about 
the special funds for SMEs, he said  that the Government of 
China arranges special funds for SMEs in different aspects 
such as support for energy-saving emission reduction, 
special innovation funds to support technological 
innovation, and set-up a venture capital guide fund in order 
to guide enterprises to innovate and start their own 
businesses. He added that the central government arranged 
special expenditures from special funds for the development 
of SMEs to subsidize the Credit Guarantee Institutions in 
carrying out loan guarantee business and lowering the fees 
for SMEs. Apart from this, the implementation of the 
relevant preferential tax policies also helps in promoting the 
development of SME credit guarantee institutions. 
Additionally, the implementation of financial policies 
encourages financial institutions to enhance the lending 
proportion for SMEs.

In order to develop and attract private-owned and state-
owned enterprises, the State Council Executive Meeting 
suggested the central government to make investment of 15 
billion Yuan and financial institutions and local governments 
to participate in national SME development fund. Another 
important support by the Government of China is the public 
purchase; more than 30% of the total public departmental 
budget is reserved for SMEs. 

hindrances in the growth of SMEs and lack of foreign direct 
investment in manufacturing sector is another challenge. 
SMEDA should work in collaboration with the State Bank of 
Pakistan (SBP) to develop healthy environment, and 
guidance strategy for SMEs. Mr Ali said that there is a need 
to have more focused approach to deal with SMEs as 
Pakistan's industrial sector has more potential and 
innovation ideas related to SMEs. The innovative SME 
Ecosystem needs to be developed which must include 
capacity building and formation of action plan where 
government must be approaching SMEs. He concluded  that 
the CPEC is a game changer. Pak-China cooperation and 
synergy for projects of mutual benefit need to be explored to 
enhance connectivity between the businesses and economies 
of both the countries. 

The lack of transparency of SMEs is a huge issue, said Dr 
Ishrat Husein. Equity expansion and quality human 
resources are both crucial and inescapable conditions for the 
success of SMEs, he said, adding that the most important 
problem is lack of financial disclosure by the SMEs. For 
better returns, there is a need to bring equity to expand capital 
base with new technologies and knowledge, adapt right 
practices instead of following multiple books. The issue of 
lack of human resource includes lack of professional 
resources and persons possessing great talents are not 
utilized in a managed way. Moreover, he suggested to offer 
the salaries based on the talent one possesses for better 
performance of the business. He also suggested to reduce the 
risk of defaults and capital base expansion and concluded 
with recommending the specialized regulations for SMEs as 
part of the broader financial and regulatory reforms. 
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In Asian Development Bank (ADB) project loans and grants 
in Pakistan, a small portion of contracts i.e. around 8.1% (in 
terms of number and value of contracts) was awarded to 
Pakistani suppliers. “Can these values be improved for Asian 
Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) and CPEC projects?” 
he questioned. He recommended to improve this value. 
Pakistan should explore the need of a national (public) 
development bank. He stressed to have institutional learning 
from past mistakes and building Belt and Road Cooperation 
through national development bank. He also suggested to 
have China-Pakistan PCC and SME fund. 

Dr Miftah Ismail, talked about how SMEs should be a local 
economic venture, with a focus on industrial zones as 
facilitators, with national development innovations as key to 
economic development. Industrial zones, therefore, are the 
backbone of economic development under CPEC. He agreed 
that human development is important and Pakistan needs to 
enhance its existing human capital by promoting SMEs, 
along with physical infrastructure development of CPEC. He 
explained that Pakistan does not have good record of 
creating big companies and is very good at small business. 
He stressed that the policy needs to address the issues of 
SMEs and SMEs should have a local economic venture. The 
Chinese contribution to mitigate the power crises of Pakistan 
includes one power project in Sahiwal and a second one in 
Port Qasim Karachi. Apart from this, the mining of 
indigenous coal with Chinese technology and financing is 
another Chinese support. 

For Pakistan, competitive edge lies in SMEs in terms of cost 
effectiveness. Along with other issues, lack of export 
facilitation for SMEs is one of the challenges being faced by 
SMEs in Pakistan. Providing financing and export 
facilitation for SMEs were two major recommendations 
made by him. 

While answering questions related to consideration of 
alternatives of coal based energy he responded that Pakistan 
possesses only two coal plants in the entire country having 
less than 10% grid connected coal capacity in Pakistan that is 
low compared to the European countries that possess around 
40-60% grid connected coal capacity. It indicates that there is 
no significant share of Pakistan's coal power plants on 
environmental degradation. He concluded the discussion by 
diverting the attention of the audience to focus on better 
businesses for the economic growth of Pakistan. 

The government encourages SMEs to develop international 
market. In this regard, some funds have been allocated for 
SMEs to explore international markets through participating 
in overseas exhibitions, overseas patent applications, e-
commerce, overseas advertising and trademark registration, 
international market research, etc. 

While making recommendations, he suggested supporting 
SMEs in long-term policies. He also suggested the 
government  to explore the competitiveness of Pakistan 
compared to the surrounding countries that will make it 
possible for Pakistan to involve in the circle of the World 
economy through CPEC. He stressed on the enterprises to 
make joint ventures and transfer technologies. 

“After global financial crises 2008/2009, the importance of 
long term development finance has been increased 
particularly for the infrastructure and emerging industries.” 
added by Mr Daniel Poon, from the Division on 
Globalization and Development Strategies (DGDS). While 
expressing his views on China's exploration in domestic and 
overseas development finance, he informed the audience 
about the new China-backed investment funds that cover a 
range of sectors such as iron and steel, nonferrous metals, 
construction materials and machinery, etc. 

Chinese financial reform started in the 1970s when 
single/mono bank system evolved to the plural bank. In 
1984, four state-owned specialized banks, i.e. the 
Agriculture Bank of China, the Bank of China, Chinese 
Construction Bank, and Industrial and Commerce Bank of 
China started focusing on commercial banking. A decade 
later (1994), these banks were renamed by the Government 
of China as “state-owned commercial banks” and three 
policy banks were created to split the commercial banking 
from policy based banking. 

Moreover, he explained that the Production Capacity 
Cooperation (PCC) Agreements—initiated by China in 2016 
with different countries including Pakistan—is closely 
linked to Belt & Road Plan. SME financing is additional 
feature of the China-backed Investment Funds as financial 
package of $60 billion was announced by the 6th Forum on 
China-Africa Cooperation (2015). He also introduced the 
five types of innovation in development banking of China 
that include: i) innovative development thinking, ii) 
innovative business models, iii) innovative organizational 
structures, iv) innovative financing tools, and, v) innovative 
development practices.  
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Chair: Afrasiab Khattak, former Senator, Awami National 
Party

Speakers: 
Ÿ I. A. Rehman: Human Rights Commission of Pakistan 
Ÿ Ahmad Salim, Senior Advisor, Sustainable Development 

Policy Institute
Ÿ Dr Anwar Ahmed: Former Dean, Faculty of Arts, 

Bahauddin Zakariya University, Multan
Ÿ

Moderator: Humaira Ishfaq, Research Fellow/ Urdu Editor. 
SDPI 

Panel Organizers: Mr Ahmed Salim, Dr Humaira Ishfaq, 
Mr Shahbaz Tufail

Report by: Kainat Javed

The session started with the launch of a book titled: Political 
History of Pakistan, by Ahmad Salim. The book, which 
comprises four volumes, elaborates 30 years of history from 
1947 to 1977 in a chronological order. While mentioning the 
efforts of our ancestors they had made to get this land of 
freedom, Mr Ahmed Salim highlighted the ripples in the 
politics of Pakistan. He quoted Indian Prime Minister 
Jawaharlal Nehru as saying that 'prime ministers of Pakistan 

Session A 4

Political Economy of South Asia: Stories From Pakistan, India & Bangladesh

change before I change my loincloth'. He said after 
inception, Pakistan had made its Constitution in 11 years. 
“Two years after the emergence of Pakistan, the federation 
had suffered a lot; NWFP assembly was dissolved; in Sindh, 
Mr Khoro did not want Karachi to be the capital of country, 
and on his resistance, he was replaced. Millions of people 
had sacrificed their lives in Babra (Gujarat). Balochistan 
annexed to Pakistan forcibly. Afterwards back to back 
marshal laws and various pacts with America had pushed 
Pakistan towards the chains of slavery.”

 After discussing the ups and downs of the political history of 
Pakistan and its development graph, the floor was presented 
to Mr I.A Rehman, who appreciated the works of Mr 
Ahmad Salim. He said history is compulsory to be known by 
everyone, but unfortunately it has been abolished from 
curriculum, or being taught as an optional course. The 
curriculum is same from grade IV to post-graduation, which 
is a dilemma, he said, adding that the curriculum do not have 
capability to open up all the history pages to its readers. “For 
example, it was not alone All India Muslim League that was 
involved in the freedom movement, but there were various 
other parties that contributed to the movement.” He added 
that history is not the tales of kings and queens, who don't act, 
and contribute to masses' welfare. “Unfortunately, we are 
living in complete ignorance.” Regarding separation of East 
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Mengal, the then chief minister of Balochistan, as saying that 
“I am ashamed of being chief minister. If you will not choose 
people like you to rule then feudal like me can do nothing for 
you.”

Mr. Ahmed has praised various writers like Aashiq Hussain 
Bhattanvi and Aisha Jalal for their courage. He also 
appreciated Mr Ahmad Salim for his valour in writing the 
bitter history in a manner it had existed. He shared that 
during Gen. Zia period, it was forbidden to talk about 
politics. But yes, writers act as doctors of society, who 
diagnose the disease of society, he said, adding that we all are 
not having same kind of past but we all are living in the same 
present. The loopholes in a society and demolition do not 
occur in one day but pass through the series of events. He said 
in this part of the subcontinent, it is very easy to hold 
weapons for the sake of your belief, which is unfortunate. 

Afrasiab Khattak thanked SDPI for a cordial invitation to 
such an informative occasion and said that feudalism also 
created a political upset in Pakistan. “People from Bengal 
region had contributed much in the formation of Pakistan but 
their nation building was undermined which resulted in 
separation. He said that his party opposed the deployment of 
army in East Pakistan. Shedding light on the concept of 
Arabization of Pakistan, which resulted in political and 
social clash, he said the cold war era started when Pakistan 
had chosen to become a US ally instead of Russia, which 
resulted in breaking linkage between south Asia and central 
Asia. “There was a falsehood that Bengalis were not true 
Muslims which created an interruption between different 
sectors. He opened the pages of history related to the era of 
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto and said that he was no doubt a good 
leader, and there were two unsuccessful military quos 
against him and one was successful, which resulted in a big 
change in the political history of Pakistan. He said 
Talibanization, as a concept or a strategy of development, is 
dangerous to be adopted for nation-building. He concluded 
that “history is just like a back mirror; we need to look in the 
past but continue our journey towards the future.”

Pakistan (now Bangladesh) from West Pakistan (now 
Pakistan), Mr Rehman said a series of events led to the 
formation of Bangladesh. No doubt, it was the negligence of 
Pakistan government, but the major fact was the language 
issue, he said, adding that had Mujeebur Rehman been 
allowed to speak his own language in the assembly, the 
situation would have been different. “Pakistan was not just 
formed on the basis of Lahore Resolution but through the 
conventions presented by All India Muslim league. In these 
conventions, the name of Pakistan and demand of a separate 
state had been put forth. 

Discussing the Islamization of Pakistan, Mr Rehman said 
various Islamic parties that opposed the Pakistan Movement 
became the champion of freedom struggle hero after the 
death of Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah. “From 1947-
1958, hangover experiences of democracy in India had 
happened. The situation in Pakistan had turned after Gen. 
Ayub Khan, who had banned all the political parties, and 
created a political vacuum.”

Discussing the political economy of Pakistan, Mr Rehman 
said, the kind of drift in Zia's time interrupted the political 
economy of the country, and state organs were not allowed to 
develop. “That's why, Pakistan is still faced with lack of 
planning and skills management. In the last fiscal year, less 
than 1% of GDP was earmarked for health, which is even less 
than the money earmarked in Afghanistan. Literacy rate has 
decreased from 60% to 58%. India, despite having loopholes 
in its system, is flourishing as a stable country with 7% 
growth rate and 66% voters in the last election. India is still 
under developed because a huge population lives below the 
poverty line and they spend too much on their arms and 
ammunition.”

With respect to Bangladesh, Mr Rehman said the issue of 
difference between Bangladeshi and Bengali is widening. 
“Though there is a problem with minorities, still their 
political economy and civil society is strong.” He concluded 
that people have the capacity to resolve their problems, so let 
the people decide 'what is the public interest and so is the 
national interest.’

Dr Anwar Ahmed said the extermination of knowledge of 
history from curriculum has created confusion among 
students, that's why they think that before Pakistan's 
formation, this area has no geography or history. He said our 
history is manipulated and this manipulation is due to birth of 
the weak. He said that weaknesses in society lead to birth of 
strong ones, and then these strong ones manipulate the 
history according to their will. Dr Ahmed said he had given 
his first lecture on May 4, 1971 in a Quetta college and this 
was the time when he realized that what is printed and 
interpreted was totally different. He quoted Mr Ataullah 
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Chair: Syed Yawar Ali, Chairman, Nestle Pakistan Limited, 
Lahore

Speakers:
Ÿ Mr Shakeel Ahmad, Director, United Nations 

Development Programme, Islamabad
Ÿ Mr Michael Williamson, Head of South and South West 

Asia Office, United Nations Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP), New 
Delhi, India

Ÿ Mr Shakeel Ramay, Sustainable Development Policy 
Institute (SDPI), Islamabad

Ÿ Mr Zubair Tufail, President, Federation of Pakistan 
Chambers of Commerce & Industry, Karachi

Ÿ Mr Fuad Hashmi, Executive Director, Centre of 
Excellence in Responsible Businesses, Pakistan Business 
Council, Karachi

Ÿ Mr Shahzad Ali, Deliotte, Islamabad
Ÿ

Panel Organizers: UNDP – Pakistan, Mr Shakeel Ramay 
(SDPI), and Mr Waqar Ahmed, SDPI

Report by: Waqar Ahmed, SDPI, and Urva Akmal, Fatima 
Jinnah Women University, Rawalpindi

Mr Fuad Hashmi, highlighting the role of business in the 
implementation of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 
said Pakistan Business Council focuses mainly on nurturing 
sustainable growth in jobs, exports and broadening tax base. 
He further said that no business can be flourished without 
profit goal but one should make long-term goals to run the 
business in a sustainable manner. For this purpose, the UN 
provides a ready framework. To make it sustainable, a 
business can utilize financial capitals, natural capitals, and 
human as well as intellectual capitals by engaging it with all 
the stakeholders. As a separate and responsible business, 
their conduct should be responsible for short, medium and 
long-term success. He said Creative Business and Social 
Research (CBSR) provides a mechanism that defines the 
private sector's role as to how it can be a 'transformational 
business'. He said that SDGs like Goal 4 (Quality 
Education), Goal 5 (Gender Equality), Goal 8 (Decent Work 
and Economic Growth), Goal 9 (Industry Innovation and 
infrastructure), Goal 12 (Responsible Consumption and 
Production), Goal 13 (Climate Action), Goal 16 (Peace, 
Justice and Strong Institutions) will help establish best 
impact of business. He concluded that the government 
should give fiscal incentives to businesses to meet SDGs and 
to utilize the contributions of every business for workers' 
welfare.
 
To a question, he said that financial capitals, manufacturing 

Session A-5

Harnessing private sector role in sustainable development

capitals and others quantify in terms of values but social and 
intellectual capitals do not have value, that's why they come 
in. He said social capitals promote reputation that a company 
needs; without it, brand price goes down while intellectual 
capital is someone's proprietary information that is bonded 
with some values. Thus, for a better business these two 
capitals are needed, he said.

Mr Michael Williamson said that private sector has a major 
role to play in sustainable development, therefore, a 
structural shift must be considered. He recognized the role of 
different sectors which they are playing with regard to 
sustainable development through different channels. 

UNESCAP recognizes that private sector is doing well with 
respect to sustainable development, so like other UN 
agencies, it is also engaged in private sector through many 
channels because it is a source of expertise for our 
commission. He went on to say that UNESCAP provides a 
platform and has a number of sectoral committees on issues 
like energy, transport, trading and investments. He lauded 
the interest of private sector in SDGs which can be promoted 
by Public-Private Sector Partnership (PPSP). Quoting his 
recent survey according to which 71% businesses are linked 
with SDGs, he said that SDG 8, 9 and 13 are the top three 
SDGs that can impact and create opportunities for 
businesses.

Mr Shakeel Ahmed started his presentation by saying that 
UNDP is financing the SDGs in Pakistan. “The UNDP has 
improved its strategic plan at the corporate level by 
establishing social impact fund and has been successful in 
convincing the private sector for SDGs development, and 
catalyzing policy.” UNDP has partnered with Istanbul 
Centre for furthering the SDGs agenda, he said, adding that 
$3.9 trillion are required for the implementation of SDGs. 
“Since official development assistance is very small, thus 
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annum are required till 2030 for SDGs. Therefore, there is a 
need to bridge the gap and we must look towards the private 
sector. Mr Ali said that the SDGs fund initiative was started 
for this purpose. He concluded that having clarity on SDGs, 
equal focus on both planet and earth, reconciliation of 
communication system and capacity building and support in 
both technical and financial terms are needed.

Mr Zubair Tufail said that increase in unemployment rate is 
problematic thus private sector must come forward and 
contribute to this sector by investing and providing jobs for 
people. “Additionally, Pakistan's currency value is 
decreasing because of this unemployment issue. 
Furthermore, he said that investments in properties either in 
Pakistan or abroad do not create jobs. Thus the government 
must change its policies and encourage people to spend in 
their own country and to establish facilities for the labour 
classes.” Mr. Tufail further said that the federal government 
is responsible for promoting education and it should guide 
and provide financial support to increase the country's 
literacy rate. He maintained that foreigners will invest in our 
country if they see the success of mega-projects such as 
CPEC. As economic zone plays a vital role in industries and 
businesses, our government should reduce the cost of 
electricity, gas and taxes to make the businesses more 
economical.

Syed Yawar Ali said that LNG energy plans are required 
because they are environment-friendly and affordable. 
Moreover, technical skills of the students should be 
developed so that if there is a dearth of white-collar jobs they 
can use their technical skills elsewhere. Mr Ali remarked at 
the end that innovation, productivity, competitiveness, 
collaboration and partnerships are required for achieving 
SDGs as well as a better future.

private sector provided $2.5 million as contribution.” He 
said that although private sector is interested, but they are not 
willing to invest large sums of money. He said that China is 
the biggest investor in SDGs. About the Blended Finance 
Model, he said it is necessary for provincial development 
poverty alleviation in Pakistan.

Mr Shakeel Ahmad Ramay talked about the relationship 
between Civil Society and SDGs. He said that civil society 
plays a very important role in addressing social issues that 
impact the lives of common man. Terming civil society as a 
watchdog that provides support to develop different tools, 
policies and techniques to cope with SDGs, he said civil 
society should work as the instrument of improvement for 
future. Mr Ramay stressed the need for creating inclusive 
models for change besides investing on the poor for poverty 
reduction. Businesses should involve the poor and we need 
consumers for it because insecurities bring conflict and it's a 
way to minimize it by including them in our sustainability 
efforts. Civil society brings together the business community 
and can build an inclusive model through its network of 
networks.

To a question, Mr Ramay said that every business and 
institution need to know its role with respect to sustainable 
development, but space must be given to the business 
community for their growth and prosperity.

Mr Shahzad Ali said that ours is the first generation, which 
is facing climate change and will probably be the last 
generation to tackle the problem of climate change. He added 
that 21% people live below the extreme poverty, 60% are 
living on less than $2/day, and the literacy rate is 58% in 
Pakistan. He mentioned that as Pakistan is the signatory to 
SDGs, in budget 2017-18, only Rs24 billion were committed 
for SDGs but were not provided whereas $4 trillion per 
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Ÿ Engr. Abdul Jabbar, Chief Executive Officer, Automotive 
MFG (Pvt) Ltd, Karachi, Pakistan

Ÿ Ms Rabia Manzoor, Sustainable Development Policy 
Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan

Moderator: Ms Samar Hasan, Co-founder, Epiphany, 
Islamabad, Pakistan

Panel Organizers: Mr Enrique Blanco Armas, World Bank; 
Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Mr Ahad Nazir and Mr Abbas Murtaza 
Maken, SDPI

Report by: Ahmed Awais Khaver

Pak i s t an  mus t  en su re  deep  and  w ide - r ang ing 
transformations in civil service, manufacturing, banking, 
regional trade, governance and human capital development 
to accelerate and sustain growth in the coming decades. This 
was agreed by the panelists at the session. 

Session A 6

Pakistan @100: Envisioning Reforms to Accelerate and Sustain Inclusive Growth

Opening the discussion, Enrique Blanco Armas highlighted 
the reasons for Pakistan's declining growth over the last 30 
years, low savings and investment-to-GDP ratio, inability to 
conceive and implement structural reforms, and poor 
regional connectivity. Stressing the need to improve 
governance and human capital development in the country, 
he suggested the implementation of reforms like increased 
regional connectivity, better governance structure, 
investment in human capital and better environmental 
management. He added that though poverty has reduced in 
Pakistan over the years, inequality still persists. Inequalities 
can lead to conflicts, he warned. 

Mr Daniyal Aziz said civil service reform is a key to 
building on Pakistan's current growth trajectory. Stressing 
the need to improve incentives to reduce corruption and 
mismanagement in the civil service and strengthen 
departmental inquiry mechanisms within public sector 
agencies, he suggested forming a new pay and pension award 
in public sector under which officers are paid according to 
the underlying values of the transactions and budgets they 
manage. He also recommended introducing specialist cadres 
in the civil service and reducing transaction costs for private 
sector engagements with the public sector. 

Discussing the weaknesses of traditional economics in 
addressing today's socioeconomic challenges, Dr 
Nadeemul Haque stressed the need for new analytical tools 
and data collection methods to form the basis of economic 
policy. He also called for broader public-private dialogue to 
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he recommended that research and development is missing 
from Pakistan specifically in the field of political economy. 
Discussing regional trade as a vehicle for future growth, Ms 
Rabia Manzoor highlighted how Pakistan's trade with 
immediate neighbours had declined during the recent years, 
especially on account of security-related concerns. To arrest 
the decline in regional trade, she recommended 
strengthening cross-border business-to-business linkages 
and Track-II dialogue mechanisms, liberalizing the visa 
regime with regional countries, and modernizing regional 
transport and communication networks. She also called for 
linking banking channels in the reasons for improved 
investment integration, in addition to increasing the number 
of transit trade agreement Pakistan has with its neighbours. 

Engineer M.A. Jabbar said that government's capacity to 
manage economy and plan for growth should be increased. 
He was of the view that the sharing of fiscal and natural 
resources between the federal and provincial governments 
should be streamlined. He called for deeper analysis into the 
reasons for the failure of past reform efforts in addition to 
ensuring better accountability of foreign donor-funded 
projects in Pakistan. He was pessimistic about Pakistan's 
chances even in next 200 years if we stay the course. He 
recommended that Pakistan's tax base should be increased 
and tax reforms should be implemented. International 
organizations such as World Bank and IMF do provide loans 
for projects but seldom do audits, which leave immense 
space for corruption. Furthermore, there is a need to help and 
incentivize local industry so that they can increase their 
exports and compete internationally.

d e t e r m i n e  t h e  s e t  o f 
r e f o r m s  r e q u i r e d  t o 
improve Pakistan's growth 
prospects. He said IMF and 
World Bank would not 
b r i n g  l o n g - t e r m , 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  a n d 
sustainable solutions, so 
Pakistan needs to look 
inward and bring out its 
own bes t  to  ward  off 
challenges to really find out 
ways that are sustainable 
and effective. He further 
added same issues to keep 
recurring in Pakistan. 
Issues like poverty and 
e d u c a t i o n  h a v e  b e e n 
prevailing since decades 
though we are still looking 
f o r  s o l u t i o n s  a n d 
mechanisms to address 
these ills. He emphasized 
the need for conducting 
system-wide analysis. So far, Pakistan has used specific 
approaches in pinning point spheres, whereas Pakistan needs 
to develop a holistic approach which looks at all spheres and 
joins them together in one, he said, adding that in this way 
Pakistan can achieve long-term and sustainable solutions. 

Dr Nadeem Javed said that the reform initiatives of 
international donor organizations should be streamlined with 
the government's ongoing development agenda, or Vision 
2025. Stressing the need to improve government capacity to 
effectively spend its development budget, especially at the 
Planning Commission which retains the same institutional 
strength it did in the 1980s, he called for building stronger 
linkages between academia and the private and public 
sectors to improve the supply and demand for evidence-
based policymaking. Dr Javed also stressed the need for 
implementing reforms that are deep and long lasting. He 
went on to say that risk free reforms need to be incorporated. 
“By risk free the meaning was to carve out such ideas and 
reforms so that they may not unnecessarily collide with 
powerful groups and stakeholders. Dr Javed suggested that 
Pakistan direly needs bureaucracy and civil service reform, 
which are long due and should have been incorporated 
earlier. After 18th constitutional amendment, he said 
government institutions on federal, provincial and district 
levels are not in harmony with each other. The hasty 
implementation has rendered coordination among 
institutions almost impossible. Dr Javed said that in Pakistan 
there is a need to devise export-oriented regimes that can 
generate and then increase Pakistani exports. Furthermore, 
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Chair: Mr I. A. Rehman, Director, Human Rights 
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e-Ilm, Islamabad, Pakistan
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Ÿ Dr Humaira Ishfaq, Urdu Editor and Research Fellow, 

SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
Ÿ Dr Ayesha Leghari, Assistant Professor, National 
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Ÿ Ms Maryam Iftikhar, University of Management and 

Technology, Lahore

Panel Organizers: Dr Eaisha Tareen, Clinical Psychologist 
and Independent Researcher, Lahore; Ms Uzma T. Haroon, 
SDPI

Report by: Muhammad Awais Umar, Sustainable 
Development Policy Institute, Islamabad, Pakistan

Dr Eaisha Tareen welcoming the participants said that it is 
crucial to distinguish between diversity and pluralism. All 
South Asian states are rich in diversity comprising many 

Session A-7 

Challenges of Moving from Diversity to Pluralism 

different ethnic groups with different cultural traditions, 
religions and languages but impoverished in pluralism. 
Diversity, she explained, refers to variety or multiplicity 
while pluralism moves beyond that and constitutes an 
engagement with diversity and a commitment to it.

By taking into consideration the current state of Pakistan's 
religious and ethnic minorities, she highlighted that we have 
been rapidly sliding downhill and the establishment of a 
pluralistic society, seems a distant dream. Prior to the 
introduction of panellists she mentioned that this panel 
aimed to address the following questions: 

Ÿ What are the specific challenges in moving from diversity 
to pluralism?

Ÿ What steps can be taken by governments to promote the 
establishment of pluralistic and inclusive societies, with 
free and equal rights for all citizens?

Ÿ What role can be played by civil society to promote 
pluralism?

Dr Humaira Ishfaq in her presentation titled: 'Moving 
Forward from Diversity to Pluralism: The Gender Aspect', 
said “I would not only discuss how to establish pluralism but 
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existence not only with the human beings but also with every 
living creature on earth. She said that religion is an important 
unifying point that could help promote pluralistic societies. 
However, there is a need to correctly interpret religious 
beliefs and the role of religious leaders is pertinent here. She 
said that the clashes between various religious groups are not 
the clash of religion that is basically a clash of empires which 
is the problem going on since thousands of years. People use 
religion as a tool to gain power, money and fame. She 
concluded her discussion by saying that there is a need to 
show respect to the people of all religions, classes and 
cultures.

Mrs Maryam Iftikhar discussed the students' perspectives on 
'Promoting Pluralism led Interfaith Harmony on Campus'. 
She said that over the last few decades, the thrust of scholars 
to identify important dimensions of diversity has gained 
traction. Religious diversity remained relatively 
understudied area in higher education during this time 
because of the termination and exclusion of religious 
intervention from the classroom settings. Reason behind this 
neglect of religious diversity was a secular stance to deal 
with religious differences of the pupils. The secular stance 
postulated that religion will increasingly become irrelevant; 
specifically education sector would become an autonomous 
enterprise with no interference of religion. However, lately it 
was found that instead of religious extinction in social 
institutions, religion has rather manifested into a 
fundamental determinant of human behaviour. Therefore, a 
new stance of religious pluralism came to fore as a challenge 
for the institutions. Pluralistic stance furnishes that religious 
diversity among people should be acknowledged, and 
respected by each other. It is regarded as a norm to facilitate 
inclusion of religion in organizational milieu. For many, 
pluralism is about obliteration of the differences; but in fact, 
the actual meaning of pluralism is to live and celebrate the 
differences. Pluralism means to engage, disengage or argue 
with dissimilar worldviews through dialogues. Higher 
education institutions help in promoting interfaith harmony 
among students and enable them to respect religious 
differences with others, in their future role as employees. At 
universities, students can have the intense interaction with 
fellows who belong to different religions, and this early 
adulthood is considered an appropriate stage to change the 
attitudes of people towards pluralism. Educational 
institutions, therefore, are bedrock of supplying ecumenical 
human resources to other organizations. Quoting from 
Pakistan International Religious Freedom Report of 2014; 
96.4% population of Pakistan is Muslim and 3.72% non-
Muslim. Pew Research Centre indicates that the countries 
with low religious diversity are engaged in more religious 
violence and Pakistan was in the list of those countries. 
Report from The National Commission for Justice and Peace 
(NCJP) revealed that in 2014, 1,068 people were killed in 
144 incidents of religious violence in Pakistan.

also assert the role of civil society in this aspect. Along with 
this I would also cover the gender aspect of moving from 
diversity to pluralism. Pakistan like other countries in South 
Asia is rich in religious, ethnic and cultural diversity. The 
whole South Asian region in general and Pakistan in 
particular, seems unable to translate this richness into 
meaningful engagement within and across the groups and 
hence to develop a truly pluralistic society,” stressed Dr 
Ishfaq, adding that ”That makes sure equal right, dignity and 
opportunity to every individual and groups rather than 
restricting it to homogenous dominant majority of ethnic and 
religious groups. Thus, challenges of turning a diverse 
society into pluralistic one demands serious soul searching 
and to identify the impediments for approach.” She further 
said that inherently diversity and pluralism do not confront 
but complement each other in many ways. Diversity in fact 
lays the foundation for truly pluralistic society. It also 
contributes to advancing democratic norms into society as it 
provides an opportunity to understand the needs and 
aspiration of the different groups and segments of the society. 
However, diversity also poses challenges for society 
especially how to get it translated into pluralistic society. 
Therefore, these challenges demand serious soul searching 
and unbiased approach to look and to deal with the issues that 
may hinder in transforming diversity into pluralism. Taking a 
broader perspective of addressing interfaith harmonization 
issues, she highlighted significance of the role of civil society 
to act as a catalyst for social change. It is the responsibility of 
the civil society actors to highlight positive aspects of 
richness of ethnicities, religions and cultures. She further 
discussed how civil society can play its part to bring gender 
aspect in transforming diversity into pluralism.

Dr Ayesha Leghari discussed the religious approach to 
define a way forward to promote pluralism in Pakistan in her 
presentation titled 'Beyond Pluralism: Oneness through 
Multiplicity'. She gave the example of Misak-e-Medina to 
identify that religion is an effective way to embrace 
pluralism in its entirety. She said that Islam is a universal 
religion; it came with the first man on earth “Hazrat Adam” 
and passed on through all the prophets. According to Hadith 
Qudsi, 124,000 prophets brought the same message of 
Tasleema (submitting your highest self to highest reality). 
She recited the translation of a Quranic verse which states 
that truly God defends those who believe by helping those 
who are ready to fight not just to protect their own places of 
worship but places of worship of others. These religions are 
the revelations from God to the people of different nature, 
needs, languages and times. This reveals that all religions are 
something which is completely part of God's wisdom. All of 
revealed religions teach humanity how to live in a wise and 
humble manner. Wisdom is a process through which humans 
are God centric and it is impossible to go to the extreme when 
we are God centric. She stressed the need for peaceful co-



21

Research & News Bulle�n 

fact that Pakistan is slowly moving towards pluralistic 
democracy which would help set a way forward for cultural, 
ethnic and religious diversity in the long-run.
The following key policy recommendations were proposed 
by the panellists:

Ÿ Challenges regarding religious diversity prevail 
worldwide, which calls for a unified action to address this 
challenge. All countries, regardless of their beliefs should 
come together to promote pluralistic and inclusive 
societies. 

Ÿ In Pakistan's context, there is a need to address inter-
religious diversity apart from intra-religious diversity.

Ÿ Inclusivity should be at the core of economic and political 
agenda of the country in order to promote positive 
pluralism. Youth and gender should be focused in all 
aspects of social and economic planning at the national 
level. In this aspect, the role of the government is 
extremely important. 

Ÿ Incorporation of inter-faith content in educational 
curriculum; inter-faith dialogues at the community level 
and developing deeper and correct understanding of 
religion could help promote pluralism led inter-faith 
harmony in Pakistan. 

Ÿ Civil society institutions can work with education 
authorities to enrich the concept of celebrating diversity 
and strengthening peace and pluralism among 
faculty/teachers. 

Ÿ There is a need to introduce pluralism based trainings for 
faculty members of schools, colleges and universities so 
that they become mindful of the significance of religious 
diversity and learn to become ecumenical professionals. 

Ÿ Educational institutions must also enact policies for 
promoting interfaith harmony on campus, including code 
of conduct for teachers related to religious diversity.  

Ms Iftikhar's study revealed that teachers 
may offend the students on account of 
their religious viewpoints through 
implicit and explicit behaviours. Within 
implicit misbehaviours, the teachers 
avoid, showed bitterness and remain 
unresponsive towards the student's 
queries. The explicit behaviour includes 
criticizing remarks, irrelevant content, 
use of aggressive tone and unequal 
treatment of the students. Moreover, 
teachers also tried to enforce their own 
religion, deliver unclear concepts about 
other's religion in an inappropriate way 
and providing contradictory religious 
examples. She highlighted the use of 
emotional focused strategies by students 
i . e .  w i thd rawa l  behav iour,  l e s s 
participation, keeping distance from the 
teachers and isolat ion.  She also 
mentioned problem focused strategies 
i.e. communicating their problems to the authorities and 
other teachers, acquiring knowledge about different 
religions and articulating their problems to the teachers with 
whom they have issues, by raising their voices or requesting 
them humbly. 

Dr Amineh Hoti said that terrible things are happening 
across the world and not just in Pakistan. People are being 
killed, their homes are being burned -- all against the 
teachings of all the religions. It is totally up to us whether we 
can become a wall builder or become a bridge builder, she 
stressed. Regardless of the religion and sects, we have to 
work together and have to take it as a passion and go forward 
with that. She highlighted that there is a need to promote 
inclusivity, particularly in the context of youth, gender and 
minorities, at the national level. In this regard, she shared that 
we set up a centre for dialogue and action in FC College 
Lahore, which obliges us to work for the people who are 
under privilege.  She said that inclusivity should be at the 
core of economic and political agenda of the country in order 
to promote positive pluralism. For this purpose we do need a 
clear vision and direction which we do not have at this time; 
this vision should be national and international. In our vision 
we have to take care of minorities, neighbours and 
international communities.

Mr I. A. Rahman said that there is an imminent need to 
address ethnicity related issues in Pakistan, which is a major 
barrier to peaceful co-existence of provinces. He also 
stressed upon developing tolerance towards difference of 
opinion at the individual level. He advocated on a taking 
human rights approach to promote pluralism as diversity 
which is a basic feature of human rights. He appreciated the 
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The session focused on the inequitable access to resources, 
market and human development that persists in South Asia 
and how they are further reinforced daily by a confluence of 
unequal relations, functions, decisions, rights, and 
opportunities. Welfare policy, whatever it was, has failed to 
bring significant improvement for the marginalized. 

Dr Sajid Amin said that despite the fact that every state in the 
region has witnessed a sharp rise in Gross Domestic Products 
(GDP), a parallel rise in inequalities has also been observed 
and the growth gains have been limited to certain groups with 
access to resources and market participation limited to the 
elite. This is because public policy in South Asia has failed to 
deal with the structural inequalities. Despite decades of 
social policy, access to resources and opportunities 
continues to be determined by race, place and class. Socio-
economic status is a decisive factor in access to public 
services, including education, health and labour market 
opportunities. The poor stay poor because they were born to 
be the poor, he said.

Dr Amin further said South Asia needs new thinking to deal 
with structural inequalities, including issues like race, 
poverty, inequities, heredity, welfare, and the underclass. 
Economic policies of the South Asian countries need to offer 
a welfare policy, which is a well processed re-thought out 
model. Contrary to present models of social protection and 
redistribution policies dealing with the poverty and 

Session A-8

Structural Inequalities in South Asia: Issues, Challenges and Policy Solutions

inequality through ad hocism, a broader economic 
framework comprehending these issues in totality is 
required, he said, adding that social inclusion can be one such 
option.

Dr Aneel Salman gave a presentation on 'Economic Growth 
and Social Inclusion in Pakistan: Separating Wheat from the 
Chaff'. He said social inclusion is the most important tool for 
poverty alleviation, he further went on to say that growth can 
lead to worsening inequalities and therefore increases 
overall poverty. Poverty here is defined not by mere financial 
position, but as per Amartya Sen, the complete package of 
human needs and capabilities. Therefore, he said, social 
inclusion is the main tool to combat structural inequality and 
alleviate poverty. Factors such as economic visibility, access 
to social interaction, and economic transfers are key to 
success of such programmes. He proposed the following few 
steps to promote social inclusion:

Ÿ Visibility
Ÿ Consideration
Ÿ Access to social interactions 
Ÿ Rights
Ÿ Resources to fully participate in society

Dr Rafi Ameer-ud-Din presented on 'How Inclusive is 
Growth in Pakistan? A Multilevel Analysis over 20 Years'. 
He talked about the definition and factors of inclusive 
economic growth. The fruits of growth, he emphasized, must 
be distributed fairly to the people. However, above-median 
jobs, literacy, and access to education are tilted in favour of 
the non-poor. That is why, it was emphasized that inclusive 
economic growth is most important in reducing structural 
inequalities. He ended up his presentation with some of the 
major findings of his study: 

Ÿ The growth in paid employment is pro-poor while the 
growth in employment offering above-median income is 
pro-rich

Ÿ Growth in the access to primary and secondary education 
is also not-pro-poor

Ÿ Worst of all, even growth of literacy is not pro-poor
  
Dr Sachin Chaturvedi, who was connected via Skype, 
introduced the Indian context, where many programmes of 
economic uplift have seen numerous successes. However, 
the model has had to be changed from “entitlement” basis to 
“entrepreneur” basis. This has incentivized economic 
activity and facilitated economic ascent. Direct bank 
transfers, tax policy reforms, enhanced accountability and 
better social policy have been required and have shown 
success. 
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environment make it difficult to capture the disadvantaged 
using a single measure such as poverty. It is, thus, gaining 
more attention now as rising inequalities have forced 
governments and international developmental institutions to 
re-shape social policy and research accordingly. She 
summed up all the comments by the speakers and proposed 
the following recommendations:

· It is in this context that a good social policy should 
be developed that must provide a unified understanding of 
the social issues. Social policy formation, in this regard, must 
be grounded on a measure that can capture not only the 
outcome but also the social process.
· Looking at South Asia as a region where poverty is 
said to be have fallen, inequality is rising on the contrary. 
Since inequality excludes people in a larger scale as 
compared to poverty with little social protection, even the 
non-poor could be excluded from accessing resources. It is 
through social exclusion that such processes could be 
captured, and dealt accordingly. It is for this reason that 
social exclusion provides a better picture of deprivations 
considering major domains of life, namely employment, 
education, skills, etc. 

Ÿ Taking social exclusion as the foundation, social policy in 

Mr Shakeel Ahmed focused more on microfinance and skill 
development to alleviate poverty. He also said that the 
market based solutions have long-term implications, citing 
the Indian case. It was desired that skill developing 
programmes should always work with other factors in the 
economy, not in isolation. The prime mandate should be the 
needs in the market rather than other less pro-poor 
benchmarks. 

Dr Najma Afzal Khan thanked the speakers for sharing 
knowledge with the session participants. She concluded that 
the current social policy has failed to bring about any 
significant improvement in the life of the common citizen. 
The existing framework addresses socio-economic 
problems not fully because current socio-economic policy 
does not meet the social needs of a growing, young and very 
demanding population. However, social exclusion goes 
beyond poverty and inequality framework of Pakistan and 
builds around a broader concept in which poverty and 
inequality are two different aspects. She went on by 
explaining that to understand the difference between social 
exclusion and poverty is important. Poverty is only an 
outcome while social exclusion is both a condition and 
process. Current complexities in the socio-economic 
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members of the society. 
Ÿ Rural infrastructure needs development in terms of roads 

and electrification to improve standard of living.
Ÿ There is a need for increased coverage and sophistication 

of economic transfers particularly among poor members 
of the state for instance provision of access to micro-
finance facilities.   

Ÿ Government must initiate a progressive taxation regime 
both federal and provincial level.

Ÿ There is a need for government to provide decent 
employment to poor in order to reduce urbanization.

The overall discussion concluded on a note that inclusive 
development is the key to reduction in structural inequalities, 
one manifestation of which is poverty. Structural inequality 
requires structural change. The use of social inclusion and 
inclusive growth is the solution to such a problem.

the country needs to go beyond income or semi-income 
based measures of poverty.

Ÿ Public policy needs to go beyond targeting of poverty and 
inequity of outcomes and should tackle foundation of 
structural inequalities.

Ÿ Social problems need to be framed in all their 
interconnectedness. So must be the solutions. Rules need 
to be rewritten for South Asia, policies to expand access 
to assets, increase investment in human capital, enhance 
market participation of marginalised along with proper 
poor monetary and fiscal policy needs to be put in place.

Ÿ Federal and provincial governments along with academia 
and media have a vital role to bring forth this debate.

Ÿ There is a need for government to initiate programmes 
such universal health coverage, childcare development, 
universal child literacy, and vocational trainings at 
provincial level.

Ÿ Government must work on providing incentives for girls' 
education and make quality education accessible for poor 
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The session began with an introduction of Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) by Dr Shehryar Toru opened the 
session by introducing 
Sustainable Development 
Goals and said as to how 
t h e  M i l l e n n i u m 
D e v e l o p m e n t  G o a l s 
(MDGs) paved the way for 
the Agenda 2030. Despite 
adopting SDGs, South 
Asian countries have failed 
to achieve any fruitful 
results, he said, adding that 
economically, countries are 
making progress, but they 
lag behind in terms of 
environmental indicators. 
The region has large gaps 
which it needs to close to 
achieve SDGs in health and 
well-being, education, 
gender equality and the 
p r o v i s i o n  o f  w a t e r , 
sanitation and energy. Its 
economic growth engines 

Session A-9

Sustainable Development Goals: Keeping the Promise Alive

are not leveraging economic windows of opportunity to 
implement structural changes to improve acceleration 
towards middle and upper income levels. Moreover, by just 
adopting the SDGs, we cannot produce results, but we 
should identify the specifications for developing strategies to 
achieve these goals within the stipulated period.

Mr Matthew Hammil discussed regional road map to 
implement the Agenda 2030 for SDGs in Asia. He 
highlighted the key policy priorities for achieving SDGs in 
South Asian countries and said that regional cooperation is 
the key to SDGs implementations in three dimensions of 
sustainable development, i.e. social, economic and 
environmental. Furthermore, he proposed that through 
regional cooperation, advocacy to address inequalities for 
reducing poverty can be promoted which will also enhance 
social protection specifically for women. He mentioned that 
80% of the workforce remains trapped in informal jobs in 
South Asia without social protection so regional connectivity 
can address this issue of unemployment also. He 
recommended that Agenda 2030 is a unique opportunity to 
provide a life of dignity to all in South Asia within a 
generation. He further proposed that by exploiting the 
synergy and inter-linkages with technology, environment 
and market access, achievements can be accelerated. 

Ms Samanthi Bandara identified the lack of integration 
among public and private sector, inadequate funding and 
internal shocks as main challenges faced by Sri Lanka and 
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need to eradicate child labour although International Labour 
Organization established standards for this purpose, they are 
not being implemented in South Asia. He mentioned that 
according to a survey conducted by an NGO, around 3.6 
million children in Pakistan are engaged in labour which 
creates a hurdle for reducing poverty and improving 
education. 

Dr Tariq Banuri talked about the way forward by discussing 
recommendations given by the audience. He said that 
because SDGs are quite general, there is a need to set specific 
targets and strategies for achieving these goals. Also, 
through awareness programmes and campaigns, specifically 
conducted for SDGs, institutions and individuals, 
particularly women and youth can be engaged for this 
purpose. Furthermore, for reducing gender gap, the mindset 
of men needs to be changed which can be done through 
awareness and institutional policies.He proposed that we 
need to ensure transparency, responsiveness and monitoring 
in our institutions so that SDGs can be implemented in all 
sectors of the society. Relationship between trade and labour 
rights union is crucial for reducing unemployment and this 
can be done by enhancing trade between countries rather 
than corporations only. In conclusion, he said though SDGs 
remain an abstraction but we must own it by leaving no one 
behind and it should not be labelled as an unfinished agenda 
but a success.

other South Asian countries. Her research showed that these 
issues can be addressed by making the structural changes in 
the formal and informal industrial sector by ensuring decent 
jobs, adopting latest technology for agriculture, investing in 
human developments, enhancing female empowerment, 
making universal social protection network, investing in 
environmental sustainability and ensuring diversified funds 
for the implementation of these goals. She further added that 
there is a need to adopt problems driven approach to address 
our regional issues effectively. She also called for making an 
integrated monitoring system at the regional level to cater to 
the development challenges collectively.

Mr Abdul Qadir discussed the Core Labour Standard Plus 
(CLS+) for linking trade to reduce unemployment and 
suggested that strong industrial policy, supportive trade 
unions and labour clauses can help harmonize supply chains. 
Corporate social responsibility, formation of trade 
agreements and transfer of technology can also help to 
promote better working conditions for labourers at the work 
place.  He emphasized that women are paid less than men in 
South Asia due to lack of implementation of labour law,s 
which is increasing gender disparity.  

Mr Michael Williamson said that Pakistan and India lack 
institutional capabilities and strength for achieving and 
implementing SDGs. Moreover, he stressed that there is a 
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Chair: Dr Mohammad Assai Ardakani, Representative, 
World Health Organization (WHO), Pakistan
Guest of Honour:  Dr Sania Nishtar, President, Heartfile, 
Islamabad 

Speakers:
Ÿ Dr Sajjad Akhtar, Member, Pakistan Bureau of Statistics, 

Government of Pakistan, Islamabad
Ÿ Dr Zeba Sathar, Country Director, Population Council, 

Islamabad
Ÿ Dr Abdul Baseer Khan Achakzai, National Program 

Manager, National AIDS Control Program (NACP) and 
Director, Malaria Control Program, Pakistan

Ÿ Prof. Mehtab S. Karim, Vice-Chancellor and Executive 
Director of Centre for Studies in Population Health, Malir 
University of Science & Technology (MUST), Karachi

Ÿ Dr Kartigya Regmi, Communication Officer, Health 
Research and Social Development Forum, Kathmandu, 
Nepal 

Moderator: Saadiya Razzaq, Sustainable Development 
Policy Institute, Islamabad

Panel Organizers: Ms Saadiya Razzaq and Ms Nabila, 
SDPI

Report by: Ghazm e Ali

Dr Mohammad Assai Ardakani said that initiatives taken 
for the health-related SDGs in Pakistan are much 
commendable. Pakistan has formed a parliamentary task 
force on SDGs and a federal level SDGs unit has also been 
established in order to promote SDGs, he said adding that 
similar units are being established at provincial level. He also 
highlighted the importance of role of stakeholders, including 
community, private organizations, NGOs, etc., especially 
academia in the provision of evidence-based research.   

Dr Zeba Sattar said SDGs framework is comprehensive and 
better than other frameworks but there are few issues. First, 
there is a little alignment between population and health 
policy, and second is the lack of implementation and 
integration. She said that Pakistan had been assigned the task 
to reduce its population for which the Punjab province has 
devised a health policy, but this policy did not consider 
population control aspect. “Unfortunately, family planning 
agenda failed to create trickle down impact in Pakistan. In 
order to achieve SDGs, we need to have correct measures. 
We recently conducted census, but still we need exact 
number of health indicators to address the health issues. The 
provincial parliamentarian groups are aware and want to 
work in this regard, but we need to focus on the allocation of 

Session-A10

Pathways to Realize Health-related SDGs

resources for achieving SDGs. The question as to how we 
can prioritize SDGs needs further discussion, she added. 

About population planning, she said it is considered the 
proxy of family planning whereas population planning is a 
broader concept, as it includes population dividend, 
inclusiveness, job creation, etc. “The rise of urban 
population is not just because of growth rate of urban 
population but also because of rural to urban migration. We 
need a population centric development framework to 
maximize the chances of growth and reaching out to the 
SDGs. However, we are still facing the issue of lack of data 
and majorly depend upon private sector.  A multi-sectoral 
approach is required in order to achieve SDGs.” She stressed 
the need to establish strong inter-sectoral linkages to devise 
policies on health, gender, population, water, etc. 

To a question by Dr Assai Ardakani that what actionable 
steps are required and how data gaps can be filled, Dr Sajjad 
Akhtar said there are 15 targets related directly to health 
while 11 targets are related indirectly to health. He added that 
the issue of disaggregated data to monitor the progress of 
health-related SDGs is poor because of irregular surveys, 
weak sampling design and framework, and lack of financial 
resources. Discussing some health-related indicators, such 
as suicide, substance abuse, road traffic injuries, mortality 
due to unsafe WASH services, he emphasized upon 
institutional collaboration and legal backing required for 
devising a framework. There are multiple data sources but 
provincial health departments are required to provide exact 
data so that progress of health indicators might be assessed.

Dr Mehtab S Kareem said that there is no significant 
progress on health indicators in Pakistan. During the 1990s, 
Pakistan was ahead of India and Bangladesh in health and 
population-related indicators. He further said the delay in 
census has reduced the transparency to know the progress of 
health indicators and still much of them today are even 
unaccounted for. “The SDGs from 1 to 12 are directly or 
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resources in disputed areas to meet SDGs, and what types of 
monitoring system are available at provincial level, 
especially in remote areas?, speakers replied that we need to 
invest in major issues and monitor the utilization of 
resources. For example, nutritional deficiency is increasing 
in children due to decrease in mother feeding, as women are 
not aware about its importance. They said the government is 
planning to include micro nutrition in flour.

Dr Zeba said family planning should be considered the 
central part of population planning. Ministry of Planning and 
Development is looking for it but can't reach out to its 
maximum level. “We need to follow the case studies of Iran. 
In Pakistan, 3 million youth are entering the job market every 
year, but there is a lack of job opportunities. In the Punjab, 
population has been controlled through family planning but 
they may lose seats of national assembly. We should avoid 
punishing people, who are performing well. Nepal can be 
another case study for Pakistan, we can learn from Nepal 
about how did they improve their health indicators and we 
can also achieve this goal by following those pathways.”

Dr Mehtab said that we need to have district level 
assessment to get a clear picture of the population. With the 
rise of population, the ratio of unemployment has increased 
sharply. The system has failed to deliver the desired outcome 
of the strategies and policies in Pakistan. Hence radical 
reforms are required to translate policies into achievements. 
Pakistan is one of the rapidly rising countries for which 
ministries have to address it especially by including the 
youth. 

Ms Kritgaya Regmi answered that health related SDGs are 
aligned with national health policy. In Nepal, awareness was 
incorporated by engaging health and educational sector. The 
recent reforms are restructuring of overall system, adding 
research based policy including monitoring, evaluation and 
accountability for tracking SDGs. 

Dr Sajjad said that prioritization of health indicators is 
necessary, which can be based on either low hanging fruits 
and we can prioritize them based on importance. Evidence 
based priority should be followed but unfortunately we have 
political based prioritization. 

Dr Sania Nishtar said we need to set ground and 
commitment for policy translation to actionable measures. 
“Our system lack the capacity to translate policies into 
practice, so we need to rationalize and develop monitoring 
and accountability to improve it. SDG is a broader concept, 
as it targets the overall development. International 
organizations/donors can't come to fix our issue, that's why, 
we have to stand on our own feet. We require strong 
institutions in our system. Every department has its separate 
budget and is accountable for its actions. 

indirectly connected with health. After devolution of 
ministries, provinces need to conduct their population 
census by engaging diplomats and other stakeholders. After 
such steps, we can come to where actually we are heading 
and what is missing.” He called for a collaborative and 
integrated approach to achieve health-related SDGs in 
Pakistan. Stressing the need to consider social determinants 
of health indicators by including population aspects, he said: 
“we need to have one-day workshop of experts to discuss 
about health conditions in Pakistan”.

Kartigya Regmi shared Nepal's best practices in making 
progress in terms of reducing hunger, child and maternal 
mortality and other health-related SDGs, including polio 
eradication. The public and private sector, governmental and 
non-governmental organizations, and civil society worked 
together to create awareness among communities. He said 
our health ministry devised plans and policies which were 
jointly implemented by taking government departments on 
board. For example, Nepal faced nutritional issues in 
children, therefore, multi-sectoral nutritional policy was 
formulated, which included health department, water and 
sanitation department, educational institutions, people 
involved in agriculture besides women. At the second stage, 
the ministry of youth, communication and health was 
involved to improve nutritional deficiency. Along with that 
after elections, SDGs will be implemented at all levels. The 
government will focus on the bottom-up approach by 
developing local level communities and stakeholders. 
Vulnerability is known, so institutional alignment and 
province specific policies can be a good way to address 
issues in Nepal. Furthermore, she stressed on strengthening 
civil society in formulating community level SDG groups. 
It's an actionable forum, which helps in leaving no one left 
behind. 

Dr Abdul Baseer Khan Achakzai said that our future 
depends upon health conditions of future generations, e.g. 
stunting causes deficiencies in growth, which affects brain 
capacity. “Once, we are able to reduce stunting, it will 
improve the skills and wages of our human resources. The 
powerful actors need to come on actionable grounds. We 
should address health and other issues which are part of 
SDGs.” He said Pakistan is unfortunately ranked as 5th 
largest in tuberculosis (TB) and 4th in Malaria. In order to 
achieve the integrated 2030 agenda, i.e. SDGs, he suggested 
that an inter and intra-sectoral approach should be 
introduced. “During the past 10 years, awareness about 
health issues has increased among parliamentarians. The 
nutritional improvement could save much of curative cost. In 
our GDP, 2 to 3% losses are because of malnutrition. “
To certain questions like prioritization of all health-related 
indicators, what practical measures should be taken in the 
localization of indicators, criteria for distribution of financial 
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Welcome speech: Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive 
Director, SDPI 

Guest of Honour: Khawaja Muhammad Asif, Federal 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Government of Pakistan

Vote of Thanks: Mr Shafqat Kakakhel, Chairperson, SDPI 
Board of Governors, Islamabad, 

Report by: Shahbaz Tufail, and Awais Bhatti, SDPI 

Highlighting the conference objectives and the role of SDPI 
as a think tank in strengthening relations between Pakistan 
and other south Asian countries, Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri 
said a region that was colonized 70 years back, deprived of 
basic human rights, and was the victim of suppression and 
exploitation has now completely changed. Now, it's time to 
achieve the development goals with collective efforts and 
vision, he added.

Dr Suleri, further highlighting the importance of geo-
strategic position of Pakistan in the region, said there are 
certain aspects of history, which are communicated 
differently in the each country. South Asia and China are now 
considered the hub of economic growth, he said, adding that 
“we have different nuclear states in the region, which has a 

Dinner Plenary

Session A-11

Regional and Global Realignment in Pakistan's Foreign Policy

different dynamism. “Poverty is decreasing in the region 
whereas inequality is increasing,” he said. 

Khawaja Muhammad Asif said Pakistan's foreign policy 
supports the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 
economic growth and also the initiatives, which reflect the 
geo-strategic interest of Pakistan. “Our foreign policy is 
guided by Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah, who 
advocated for peace within and peace without,” he said, 
adding that “our government is strictly committed to toeing 
this policy.” Stressing the need to promote peace and friendly 
relations with the neighboring countries and withstand by the 
UN charter, he said that in the beginning certain policy 
decisions were taken which brought Pakistan at the 
crossroads of difficulties lessening the chances of 
development. “We got into the war in Afghanistan believing 
that it will bring some type of economic prosperity for us, but 
it became a liability and is still a liability.” He said Pakistan 
twice fought a needless war in Afghanistan in the 80s and 
after 9/11 which brought large-scale sufferings to its people. 
“Our foreign policy was directed and influenced by personal 
interests of military rulers of that time,” he said, adding that 
“in my humble view these were the two major foreign policy 
failures in the 70 years history of Pakistan and what came out 
the debris was radicalism and terrorism.” 
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conflict, and Qatar crisis; though we did not score any major 
success but we maintained our neutrality; then we have 
exceptional relations with Turkey and central Asia and we 
are having different projects with them like TAPI pipeline 
and other gas projects, which can enhance the economy of 
Pakistan. 

“We cannot have an independent foreign policy until and 
unless we are economically independent and to achieve that 
we must not fall prey to the temptations like we did in the 
past. With better relations with regional powers, economic 
and other senses is very crucial; we are trying to convert our 
diplomatic discourse into our economic goals and to enhance 
more trade.” He further said that USA should see the 
conditions in Pakistan through the prism of Afghanistan. It 
needs to understand the situation through the prism of 
bilateral relations that USA and Pakistan have for many 
decades. Using the same wording for the European Union, he 
said our relationship with the EU should not be evaluated in 
the backdrop of Afghanistan.

About the relations with India, he said: “we want good 
relations with India but what is happening in Kashmir is the 
biggest stumbling block between the two countries. Despite 
this, we tried to have some semblance of respectability in the 
relationship but we were not responded well. He maintained 
that we have fought war against terrorism and we have 
shown its' results to the whole world. He added that if 
someone has the same commitment against the war on terror 
like Pakistan, it can also achieve results.

At the end, Dr Abid invited the minister as well as all SDPI 
board members and SDC Director Ms Uzma Haroon for the 
cake-cutting to mark the SDPI Silver Jubilee celebrations. 
SDPI BoG chairperson Shafqat Kakakhel delivered the 
vote of thanks to all the honourable guests and participants. 

He further said that we are located in the region where there 
are three nuclear states which are living next to each other. 
China, an economic giant, is located next to us, we have 
Russian federation next to us, and we have a hostile 
neighbour India. Besides, we have Iran, a next door country, 
which is defined against the odds, and we are sharing the war 
with Afghanistan and sharing its impact.

In my opinion, the minister said, the major breakthrough 
during last three/four years has been the CPEC with the help 
of our Chinese friends. “Now, we have a dependable power 
supply, the improved rail network and roads' infrastructure 
will come through this project. Some of our friends have 
reservations over it, but it's a huge contribution in the last 
years.” 

He continued to say that we are handicapped because of war 
in Afghanistan; Afghanistan can be the hub of connectivity in 
this region; it can give us an access to the central Asia; 
Eurasia is in disconnect because of the war there, so we have 
direct stakes; that is why, we say that peace in Afghanistan is 
linked to peace in Pakistan. Under these difficult 
circumstances, he said, “we are trying to handle our foreign 
relations and give a new meaning to our foreign policy. 
“Some people say that Pakistan is isolated on diplomatic 
front or we are marginalized, but our government has created 
a new foreign policy alternatives, which include the 
improved relations with Russia, and China. We have given 
new dimensions to our relations with the world, and we tried 
to give meanings to our relations with India, but the response 
was not good from the Indian side. In 2014, there was a 
pressure, but we didn't participated in the Yemen war and that 
was the right decision. 

As far as Iran is concerned, he said “we have not faced any 
setback with them. During the last four years, we tried to 
mediate in the regional conflicts such as the Saudi and Yemen 
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Introductory Remarks: Dr. Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive 
Director, SDPI, Islamabad 

Speakers
Ÿ Dr Muhammad Saleem Zia, CEO, Pakistan Mortgage 

Refinance Company
Ÿ Presentation: Normative Frameworks for Green Banking 

in Pakistan - Circular on Green Banking Guidelines, State 
Bank of Pakistan

Ÿ Ms Aneta Nikolova, Environmental Officer, UNESCAP
Ÿ Presentation: Findings from National Scoping Studies in 

Indonesia, Sri Lanka and Philippines
Ÿ Mr Bjoern Dransfeld, Founding Partner, the Greenwerk, 

Climate Advisory Network, Germany
Ÿ Presentations: i) Introduction to Climate Finance: 

Overview, Access, Sources and Design
Ÿ ii- Addressing Challenges for Green Banking in Pakistan
Ÿ Mr Irfan Ahmad Chatha, Researcher, Sustainable 

Development Policy Institute

Presentation: Findings from the National Scoping Study in 
Pakistan: “Climate Finance in Pakistan and the Way 
Forward”
Mr Nalin Karunatileka, Vice-President, DFCC Bank, Sri 
Lanka (via video message)

Presentation: Regional Perspectives: Climate Finance 
Regulation in Sri Lanka

Way Forward: Mr Shakeel Ahmad Ramay, Head of 
Research Coordination Unit, SDPI

Report by: Maryam Shabbir 

Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri said that we need to be independent 
if we want our economy strong. “We need technical 
assistance from developed countries on green climate 
financing. Instead of waiting for the external assistance, we 
need to be self-sufficient and innovative. We should not wait 
for external help and all. We have our own problems like 
smog, heat waves and other climate disasters which should 
be solved by ourselves.” Dr Suleri said that UNESCAP has 
innovative ideas about it and we need to look at options for 
which financial institutions can play their role. He stressed 
the need to look for scoping strategy. He said that state bank 
can be the potential partner for green finance. He mentioned 
that SDPI is a member on Climate Change Commission 
formed by Lahore High court and it is helping government on 
climate change issues. Regarding green financing and 
identification of potential institution, he said, it is not scarcity 
of capability in institutions but policy making. Provincial 
institutions are working in their domain. On the other hands, 

Session AA-1

Innovative Climate Finance Mechanisms for Financial Institutions

financial institution must be working on various initiatives to 
guard against weather externalities. Basic purpose is to do 
brain storming and see what measures are taking financing 
institutions and what innovations they are using. He said that 
we need to identify what we can offer to international 
community and what we need in terms of capacity building. 
We are ready to learn and we look forward to their 
recommendations, he said.

Irfan Ahmed Chatha gave a presentation on the topic 
“findings from the national scoping study in Pakistan, 
climate change finance in Pakistan and the way forward”. He 
said the purpose of study was to identify the champion of 
change that can mobilize domestic climate finance and 
provide capacity building support to that champion. 

While discussing findings on legislative and regulatory 
support for climate finance, he said that regulatory support 
can be used with Pakistan Climate Change Act 2017, 
Pakistan Climate Change Authority, Pakistan Climate 
Change Fund and Green Banking Guidelines, 2017 
Environment and Social Risk Assessment. He said that all 
banks should follow these regulations to achieve the 
objective of green financing. Mr Chatha shared that as per his 
assessment, three potential institutions have been identified. 
First is ministry of climate change for policy and budgetary 
support but other development projects can be motivated by 
climate change to consider environment. Another potential 
institution is State bank of Pakistan for regulation and 
enabling environment. Another is Pakistan Business Council 
in terms of advocacy. It can motivate private sector on green 
initiatives. It has 60 units where they can advocate on green 
financing. State bank is identified among three to do capacity 
building. SDPI will contribute to green finance guidelines 
and its framework. While discussing way forward he said 
that bankers should own SBP's Green Banking Initiative, i.e. 
Green Banking Guidelines. 

Ms Aneta Nikolova presented the case studies of Fiji, 
Pakistan, Indonesia and Sri Lanka on innovative climate 
finance mechanisms where she shared her experience about 
this project with aforementioned countries. She started with 
an overview of the project being funded by UN Development 
Account with its three years of duration. Project objectives 
include the identification of gaps and needs for investments 
in low carbon development activities in support of NDC 
implementation. Another objective is to empower the 
national central banks to enhance their role as the regulators 
of the national financial system. Last objective is to provide 
capacity development and technical advisory services to 
central banks to develop policies and guidelines to stimulate 
investments in climate mitigation and adaptation projects. In 
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major stakeholders. Levels of ambition proposed as part of 
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) submitted to 
the UNFCCC should also be part of current study content. 
Mapping of other similar capacity building initiatives, 
assessment of technical assistance and identification of key 
stakeholders and national champions is also part of study 
content. 

Ms Aneta also identified the national champions of each 
country. This include State Bank of Pakistan, Climate 
Change Commission in Philippines, Central Bank of Sri 
Lanka and Indonesia Financial Services Authority. She 
stressed the need for capacity building programmes in Fiji, 
Indonesia, Pakistan and Philippines. She suggested 
following for the banking sector:

Ÿ Integrate climate risk into risk management strategies
Ÿ Incentivize adaptation and climate-proof financial 

instruments to support climate change adaptation or 
minimize mal-adaptation along agro-value chains

Ÿ Explore opportunities to develop new products and 
services in collaboration with other actors

Ÿ Proactively support climate change adaptation by calling 
for greater financial inclusion (e.g. services that target 
women with a framework to monitor and evaluate 
progress.)

its inception phase, regional and national scoping studies are 
conducted while on the other hand first round of national 
workshops is conducted in Manila (Philippines), Colombo 
(Sri Lanka), Jakarta (Indonesia) and Islamabad (Pakistan). 

For capacity development support they have designed a 
number of material including menu and a toolkit of policy 
Options, online platform for climate finance champions 
(regional and National Component), national factsheets and 
case studies, reports of workshops, online/onsite courses-1st 
August with provided by RENAC (Renewable Academy) 
Germany, tailored technical advisory services to the needs of 
the target countries, i.e.  Fiji, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, 
Philippines. Capacity development support also include 2nd 
round of National Workshops. 

Ms Aneta said that institutional arrangements and mapping 
of key stakeholders is important to see the role of ministries, 
and financial institutions concerned and the role of private 
sector in mobilizing climate finance. Identification of 
domestic schemes and incentives for mobilizing climate 
finance is important to see the best practices and impact from 
financial institutions in the region. Study content should 
have current policy frameworks to support national climate 
finance flows and state of development of the national 
finance/ banking sector including consultative process with 
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Question-and-answer session:

A participant said that ultimate targets are farmers when it 
comes to green financing and they lack resources. Is there 
any plan of awareness for that segment and also to provide 
them incentive to adopt these innovative practices?

In response, Ms Aneta said that they need to have access to 
incentives first. Bankers can tell better. Who is going to cover 
is important question? There are some champions in 
Pakistan for that. 

To a question regarding incentives for the implementation of 
green finance guidelines, Dr Muhammad Saleem said that 
we need fiscal incentive rather than monitory. We have to 
approach ministry of finance for this. Sometimes business 
community needs enabling environment like regulatory 
framework. 

Bjoern Darnsfeld Germany presented on climate finance: 
overview and strategic considerations. He discussed climate 
change related risks and opportunities.  

Climate change is impacting economies. Also climate 
change is creating policy responses and changing investment 

For capacity development following recommendations 
were made:
Ÿ Empower Central Banks: as the primary regulator of 

the national financial markets to develop green finance 
guidelines and advisory frameworks that will create 
national financial environment conductive to investments 
in low carbon climate resilient development, as well as 
linking to the broader financing for sustainable 
development.

Ÿ Awareness Raising: on financial instruments and 
technological developments for low carbon climate 
resilient development for financial institutions, including 
banks, insurance and securitization companies, capital 
markets institution, etc. on the climate risks on their 
i nves tmen t s ,  i nc rease  the  a t t r ac t iveness  o f 
sustainable/green banking.

Ÿ Information-Sharing & Coordination Mechanisms: 
Between ministries and government institutions, 
governmental and private financial institutions, private 
sector associations and bilateral and international 
development for coherent climate finance interventions.

Ÿ Empower SMEs and Financial Institutions: Develop 
bankable projects by building the technical capacity of 
writing fundable proposals to source budget from 
national and international origins.
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conventional role of central banks he said that our climate 
change is changing and can be tackled with collective 
actions. To address these changes climate financing is one of 
the solution. He added that central bank has certain role. 
Under SDP act state bank is playing role beside traditional 
role. There are two major issues i.e. financial inclusion and 
climate funding.  While discussing financial inclusion he 
said that in Pakistan only 17% youth has bank accounts. 
Financial inclusion is a problem. Rest who don't have 
accounts they are not using any bank services i.e. they are 
financially excluded. 

Central bank is giving awareness and capacity building to 
commercial banks. The Punjab government is giving 
subsidy on solar tube wells, drip irrigation and concrete 
water channels to the farmers.

On a similar run, with support of other banking sources, 
business sector and institution, state bank can provide them 
with awareness on climate financing in Pakistan. State bank 
is already following these 4 pillars. State bank is directly link 
to green climate financing. Its big sector and it is user of 
many resources. So they can promote pro climate projects 
and can use paperless environment and can promote ATMS 
on solar power. JS banks have more than 100 banks running 
on solar energy. State bank is promoting green banking for 
development and also shifting to paperless environment.  

He said that green banking guidelines are to reduce 
vulnerability of financial system from risks arising from the 
environment. It is also to facilitate banks/DFIs to fulfill their 
responsibilities for protection of environment. It encourages 
financing for transformation of economy into a resource 
efficient and climate resilient one. All banks and DFIs have to 
follow these guidelines. 

He said that SBP is promoting paperless environment in their 
offices, maintaining water efficiency, shifting to green IT 
infrastructures, promoting green branches/Offices. i.e. 
renewable energy based ATMs. Also regulation of 
branchless banking, SBPs refinance scheme for renewable 
energy, scheme for energy efficiency financing, refinancing 
and risk sharing facilities for SMEs and agriculture sector. It 
is also financing for warehouse and solar tube wells for 
agriculture sector. But its very expensive as well. SBP is also 
doing partnership with bilateral and multilateral 
organizations. It is also member of sustainable banking 
network. SBP's playing its role for facilitation and 
accreditation to green climate fund for commercial bank. 
Also, awareness and capacity building on green banking and 
RE schemes. Last year conducted 6 sessions in Pakistan. 
Under renewable energy state bank has provided 100 million 
dollars for green business. State bank has green financing 
unit, he added. 

patterns. It is threat to investment but opportunities if one 
manages to address climate change issues. NDCs are 
backbone for adaptations and mitigations and also to reduce 
carbon emissions, he added. Pakistan intends to reduce 20% 
carbon emissions by 2030 and for that 40 billion ISD dollars 
are needed. 7-40 billion USD needed per year to achieve 
targets from developed world. He mentioned that response 
from communities is that developed countries will finance. 
Also, 67 USD billion dollars from private sector can be 
achieved. Financing gap of USD 33 billion indicates huge 
need of mobilizing private sector finance. 

He recommended that an integrated strategy on policy level 
and banking sector is required. Policy level needs to be 
active. It will be very important to consider international 
trends. Learn from other countries experiences like Chinese 
are very active in green banking guidelines implementation. 
Also, policy level government needs to develop national 
level holistic framework. Policies and guidelines needs to be 
aligned. Banking guidelines needs incentives. Also 
opportunity for capacity building, funding support and 
technical support. He emphasized that coordination and 
leadership is required. It is important to integrate climate 
factor into projects and activities. Mobile banking should be 
promoted. Energy efficiency is an important thing to 
consider in climate driven events. This is opportunity to help 
green investment facilities. Also to initiate energy efficiency 
projects and SMEs.

While discussing mitigation and adaptation Mr. Bjoern said 
that Green Banking guidelines can be beginning in Pakistan. 
National budget can play important role to generate money 
in right direction. One has to see which regulations requires 
action for political framework. Green climate fund is an 
important fund. International climate finance has a complex 
structure. 

Key messages: 

At policy level coordinating the process, using synergies 
instead of actors going different direction. It is possible 
through dialogue. 

For co-funding opportunities, it requires a lot of technical 
assistance and capacity building as well. International and 
national co finance can start low finance projects and can 
reduce climate change risks.  
For financial sector, it is about time to consider seriously for 
climate change. 

Dr Muhammad Saleem Zia presented on the role of central 
bank in climate financing and green banking initiatives in 
Pakistan. He said that green banking guidelines have to be 
followed by each bank in Pakistan. While discussing 
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Ÿ Regulator should regulate industries and sub industries as 
well to ensure climate friendly practices

Ÿ Financial institutions should get their products 
developers train to develop green financing products 

Ÿ Central bank (SBP) shall make it mandatory for all FIs to 
provide green financing of a certain percent of their 
overall portfolio

Ÿ Insurance companies shall provide special risk coverage 
for the exposure of bank/DFIs in case of green financing 

Ÿ Group 1 has following points to make for the challenges:
Ÿ C h a l l e n g e s  f o r  u s e r s  i n c l u d i n g  l a c k  o f 

awareness/training/, consider it a risky business
Ÿ Connectivity between users and funding source
Ÿ Monitory incentives

Challenges for Banks:
Ÿ Capacity building for risk assessment
Ÿ Co financing needs 
Ÿ Fiscal investment i.e. tax relief on income 

Challenges for regulators:
Ÿ Developing linkages with international agencies and 

other central banks
Ÿ Capacity building of banks 
Ÿ Availability of funds to the banks
Ÿ Screening of projects for green financing 

Opportunities
Ÿ Users 
Ÿ Environmental risk lessens 
Ÿ Access to finance in case of renewable energy 
Ÿ Banks
Ÿ Opportunity to develop new market niche 
Ÿ To play an effective role for environment 
Ÿ Regulators
Ÿ Sound and better banking 
Ÿ Environmentally safe business 
Ÿ More economic/business activities 

Questions Answers session

One of the participant asked to share success story to save 
water. In response to this Mr Saleem said that we are not 
regulator of water. We are regulator of finance. Farmers need 
financing. We are giving funding to commercial. Water 
department should create awareness to the farmers. 
Government has to play role to do this. We are providing 
funding for solar tube wells and drip irrigation system.

AA-2 Post lunch session

Post lunch session was about group activity. Total 3 groups 
were made having 4 members each. Group members were 
from government representatives (ministry of climate 
change), banking sector and business sector. Each group was 
given following questions to address:

Ÿ What capacity building support do you need
Ÿ Experiences and challenges in designing and applying 

instruments for climate change 

Ms Farhat Hashmi representing group 3 has following 
observations to the given questions:

Ÿ Capacity building and sensitization from institutions and 
clients (farmers)

Ÿ Give banks climate friendly funding and then there 
should be monitoring mechanism for that 

Ÿ We need to leave century old methods and use innovation

Group 2 presented following:
Ÿ Awareness sessions should be conducted at all levels
Ÿ Research to develop products 
Ÿ Appropriate marketing of green products 
Ÿ Subsidized rates for green financing
Ÿ Separate risk evaluation on the basis of environment 

friendly products and practices



36

Research & News Bulle�n 

Chair: MNA Rana Muhammad Afzal Khan, Parliamentary 
Secretary for Finance, Government of Pakistan

Technical Presentation: Mr Ahad Nazir, Sustainable 
Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan

Moderator: Mr Khayam Mushir, Partner EY Chartered 
Accountants, Islamabad, Pakistan

Speakers: 
Ÿ Dr Waqar Masood Khan, Former Finance Secretary, 

Government of Pakistan
Ÿ Mr Ehsan Malik, CEO, The Pakistan Business Council, 

Karachi, Pakistan
Ÿ Mr Adnan Jalil, Former Vice President, Federation of 

Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FPCCI), 
Peshawar, Pakistan

Ÿ Syed Wajid Bukhari, Resident Director, Amreli Steel 
(Pvt)  Pakis tan Limited,  Is lamabad,  Pakis tan

Panel Organizers: Ms Sofia Shakil, The Asia Foundation; 
Mr Ahad Nazir, Dr Vaqar Ahmed & Ms Yamna Arshad, SDPI

Report by: Ahmad Durrani and Muhammad Talal Akhtar, 
Sustainable Development Policy Institute, Islamabad, 
Pakistan

Mr Ahad Nazir delivered a technical presentation on the 

Session B-1

Designing Better Federal and Provincial Tax Reforms

possible reforms in Pakistan's tax regime. His presentation 
began by pointing out that as of present there was no national 
tax reform vision or strategy to help the federal and 
provincial tax authorities to achieve their targets. To address 
this issue he shared a couple of methods which included a 
desk review of recent reform analyses by TAF, RAFTAAR, 
CIPE, SDPI, ACCA, GIZ, TRC, Ombudsman Office and the 
World Bank Group, country-wide two-tier consultations on 
tax harmonization model involving both government 
officials and business community and in-depth interviews 
with tax experts, including economists, accountants, tax bar 
associations, heads of tax committees in Chambers of 
Commerce. He also recommended reducing the cost of doing 
business by rationalizing the costs of complying with 
multiple tax authorities at the federal and provincial levels. 
He called for consolidation of taxes to curb incidence of 
double taxation on sectors already included in the tax net. He 
recommended curtailing the withholding mode of taxation 
and establishing one-window operations to streamline 
collection and returns filing across the country. In his 
situation analysis of the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR), he 
also mentioned that during the past four years tax revenue 
and the number of filers had increased considerably. He 
emphasized on the need for a more structured public-private 
dialogue, and went to say that the present advisory councils 
(e.g. at the Ministry of Finance) are cosmetic in nature with 
irregular meeting schedules. He concluded his presentation 
by proposing a broad based public-private working group on 
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complying with multiple tax authorities at the federal and 
provincial levels. He recommended separating the functions 
of tax collection and administration from the function of tax 
policy formation. He also felt that confidence-building 
measures must be undertaken to reduce the trust deficit 
between revenue authorities and the private sector. 

Mr Ehsan Malik stressed the need for establishing an 
independent tax commission at the federal level to formulate 
national tax policy. He recommended robust private sector 
representation on this forum. He also felt that the Pakistan's 
fiscal policy must centre around the objectives of job 
creation, external account stability, export promotion, 
transition of informal business to the formal sector, and 
broadening of the tax base. He called for revisions in trade 
policy to promote local export manufacturing and 
discourage foreign imports. To arrest the decline in export 
manufacturing, he also recommended competitive energy 
pricing, institution of a competitive exchange rate, budgetary 
measures to promote capital formation and consolidation, 
and lower corporate tax rates. 

Mr Adnan Jalil called for establishment of an inter-
governmental tax harmonization commission to curb 
jurisdictional issues and the incidence of double taxation and 
increased compliance costs on businesses. He also 
recommended reducing official discretion and arbitrariness 
in tax administration and GIS-based validation of land-
holdings and financial assets. He felt the government's 
reliance on direct taxes must be increased while reducing the 
reliance on indirect taxes, which had increased the tax 
burden on small businesses in particular. He also 
recommended that FBR should organize an annual National 

Tax Summit to share the successes 
and challenges of tax administration 
in Pakistan and other countries 
around the world. 

Syed Wajid Bukhari called for 
modernization of the tax code and 
c o l l e c t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s .  H e 
recommended IT-enabled auditing 
and collection procedures to 
broaden the tax base. He also felt the 
overall tax burden on retail and real 
estate sectors must be increased, 
while reducing the burden on the 
industrial sector. He also called for 
measures to curtail activity in the 
i n f o r m a l  s e c t o r  t o  p r o m o t e 
i n v e s t m e n t  a n d  f a i r  m a r k e t 
competition. 

national and sub-national tax reforms giving representation 
to tax authorities, manufacturers, traders, and consumer 
groups. This in turn would provide a communications 
strategy and its implementation to help tax payers 
understand the 'social' impact of government public finance 
system. 

Rana Muhammad Afzal said that the government and 
opposition parties must conduct dialogue and build 
consensus on the Charter of Economy to curtail the influence 
of politics in fiscal policy.

Speaking on demand and supply-side issues in Pakistan's 
fiscal structure,  Mr Afzal stressed the need for 
communicating the importance of paying tax to the private 
sector and members of the wider public. He was of the view 
that representation of the private sector in government fiscal 
policymaking forums must be organized around sectoral 
lines to ensure inclusion of a broad base of voices in the 
policymaking process. He also called for inter-provincial 
coordination and consensus-building to harmonize the 
policies and procedures of multiple tax authorities at the 
federal and provincial levels. 

Dr Waqar Masood Khan addressed the constitutional and 
jurisdictional issues in the country's tax regime. He was of 
the view that the 18th Amendment and previous National 
Finance Commission award were both partly responsible for 
the on-going fragmentation of Pakistan's tax regime. He 
highlighted how 'provincialization' of GST and other tax 
heads had promoted turf wars between multiple tax 
authorities to the overall detriment of business and industry, 
which faced higher compliance costs and time crunches in 
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Chair: Prof. (retd) Dr Dushka H. Saiyid, Editor, Youlin 
Magazine, Islamabad  

Moderator: Mr Muhammad Tahseen, Executive Director, 
South Asia Partnership Pakistan, Lahore

Discussant: Dr Sarfraz Khan, Director, Area Study Centre 
(Russia, China and Central Asia), University of Peshawar, 
Pakistan
 
Speakers: 
Ÿ Dr Nathalene Reynolds, Independent Researcher, Addis 

Ababa, Ethiopia; and Visiting Research Fellow, 
Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), 
Islamabad, Pakistan

Ÿ Ms Mariam Safi, Executive Director, Organization for 
Policy Research and Development Studies, Afghanistan

Ÿ Dr Muhammad Shoaib Suddle, Senior Fellow, Global 
Think Tank Network, National University of Sciences 
and Technology (NUST), Islamabad, Pakistan

Ÿ Panel Organizers: Mr Muhammad Tahseen, SAP-PK, 
Lahore; Dr Nathalene Reynolds, Mr Shujaat Ahmed and 
Mr Wasif Naqvi, SDPI, Islamaba

Report by: Shakira Mukhtar, Fatima Jinnah Women 
University, Rawalpindi

With Pakistan and India celebrating 70 years of 
independence, beyond the issue of sustainable development, 
this session looked at the sensitive issue of peace and security 
in South Asia. Speakers reflected on relations between India 
and Pakistan as well as those between one or both of them 
and Afghanistan. Initiating the session, Mr Wasif Naqvi 

Session B-2

Peace and Security in South Asia: The Way Forward

introduced and welcomed the prestigious guests to the 
conference.

Dr Nathalene Reynolds shared her presentation on Origins of 
Indo-Pakistan Antagonism: Tribal Invasion on the Princely 
State of Jammu and Kashmir (October 1947). She focused on 
Kashmir issue as the major conflict hindering Indo-Pak 
peace. Tracing back to 1947, she highlighted the factors 
which had intensified their bilateral conflicts. In her 
perspective, considering the tragedy that accompanied the 
Partition of subcontinent, many historians have blamed the 
British government, accusing it of presiding over an 
unfinished decolonization. Such a reading undoubtedly 
enabled the leaders of Congress and Muslim League to 
distract attention away from whatever part of the 
responsibility might be laid at their door. The British 
diplomatic archives and other documents of that period make 
it clear that the Raj faced an extremely troubled period, while 
inter-communal antagonism augured badly for peace. As for 
the decision makers of the Muslim League and Congress, the 
Partition doubtless appeared inevitable. She shared that with 
public access to reports which the last Viceroy of British 
India, Lord Louis Mountbatten sent to London, when he was 
presiding over the departure of the colonial administration, a 
much more nuanced view of the role of Her Majesty's 
government during the final weeks of the Raj can now be 
seen. According to her, they will undoubtedly provoke 
intense debate among researchers of the subcontinent. Dr 
Reynolds also discussed the invasion of Jammu and 
Kashmir, and with it, the birth of a dispute that continues to 
pit the Pakistani and Indian states against one another. 

Ms Mariam Safi focused on peace and security elements if 
Afghanistan becomes a part of China's Belt and Road 
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are the real pillars of state power. He concluded that to 
counter terrorism, we must use non-kinetic approach and 
neutralise non-state actors. Furthermore, corruption should 
be eliminated to ensure peace in the region. While answering 
a question, he said developing people-to-people 
relationships is the way forward, which can put decision-
makers under tremendous pressure to resolve contentious 
issues. He hoped that Afghanistan and India would be the 
part of CPEC and BRI in a peaceful manner.

While considering the current scenario of decision-making 
by governments and elite groups of South Asian countries, 
the moderator of the session, Mr Muhammad Tahseen said 
that until the governments of these countries do not have 
interest in peace, we cannot visualize a positive way forward 
in terms of bringing security for people in this region. 

Dr Sarfraz Khan pointed out that conflict between India and 
Pakistan has affected the whole of South Asia, with more 
than 1.5 million people held hostage due to the conflicts, 
especially the Kashmir issue. He said that Afghanistan is 
considered an integrator between South Asia, Central Asia 
and West Asia, rather than buffer. Regarding BRI, he stated 
that Afghanistan should be allowed to decide its fate; 
whether as a main hub or sub-hub. 

Mr Zulfiqar Gilani proposed disaggregation of concepts of 
peace and security to resolve them. He said that the current 
dynamics of international strategic powers are not 
encouraging. Discussing the role of military, he stated that 
militaries exist to ensure a state's security, and pointed out 
that civil society and political parties should go hand-in-hand 
in decision-making, regarding peace and security, along with 
the military. He recommended that Pakistanis should first 
strengthen themselves and build the capacities of their 
institutions before looking towards foreign relationships.  
Dr Dushka H. Saiyid highlighted the extreme violation of all 
human values and annihilation of Kashmiris at the hands of 
the Indian government and army. She stated that silence of 
international community on this is disappointing. She added 
that until the Kashmir issue is resolved, we cannot imagine 
peace in South Asia. She concluded the session by 
expressing hope that economic connection can be developed 
between Pakistan and Afghanistan.

Initiative (BRI). She said that Afghanistan's geostrategic 
position allows it to play the role of Asia's transit and trade 
route, and can promote regional connectivity. She also 
expressed her concern over the ambiguity that whether 
Afghanistan will be the main hub or sub-hub within China's 
vision of BRI, as according to her research, the Chinese are 
hesitant to clarify the position and role of Afghanistan in 
BRI. However, she shared that an Afghanistan connected to 
the South and Central Asian region through the revitalization 
of the ancient Silk Road, whether through BRI or America's 
vision of New Silk Route will not only help re-establish the 
country as a land-bridge, but also help sustain its economy by 
facilitating and connecting the transit of goods and energy 
across the region. Discussing the connection to China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), she said that 
Afghanistan can be linked to Pakistan at four points via 
railways. Nevertheless, the politically uncertain relationship 
between the countries has a huge impact on the economic 
potential as well as willingness of Afghanistan to join CPEC. 
Ms Safi highlighted challenges to BRI, i.e. high 
infrastructure development costs, and security conditions. 
She shared some achievements of Afghanistan regarding 
trade and regional connectivity, and was hopeful that the five 
railway initiatives, fiber optic connectivity initiative may 
become a part of the BRI framework in the near future, and 
anticipated that if BRI is realized, Afghanistan can be linked 
to all neighbouring countries, as well as Europe and can act 
as a main trading hub. While replying to a query related to 
BRI, Ms Safi said that BRI is an inclusive project and the 
Chinese are inviting everyone to join, however, when it 
comes to India and Afghanistan, territorial conflicts and 
security concerns exist. Secondly, continued US presence in 
Afghanistan is creating hesitancy among Chinese to pursue 
BRI in the country.  

Dr Shoaib Suddle said that peace, security and prosperity 
should be brought together as they are linked with each other. 
He focused on the complex security challenges in South 
Asian countries specifically Pakistan, India and Afghanistan. 
Dr Suddle mentioned that the major conflict between 
Pakistan and India is Kashmir. Regarding Afghanistan, he 
said that the biggest issue is border management and 
highlighted there is cross-border terrorism supported by non-
state actors. He recommended that Afghanistan and Pakistan 
should cooperate for regional integration since without 
peace in the former, 
'Pakistan obviously can't 
be peaceful.' He further 
added that Afghanistan 
should play the role of 
concil iator  between 
India and Pakistan. In his 
o p i n i o n ,  n a t i o n a l 
s e c u r i t y ,  i n t e r n a l 
security, cyber security 
and economic security 
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Chair: Ms Romina Khurshid Alam, Member of National 
Assembly, Government of Pakistan

Moderator: Ms Benazir Jatoi, Aurat Foundation, Islamabad

Speakers:
Ÿ Dr Madhuri Singh, Founding Member, SAATHI, Nepal
Ÿ Dr Yasmin Zaidi, Director, Center of Gender and Policy 

Studies (CGaPS), Islamabad
Ÿ Ms Shaz ia  Shaheen ,  Manager  P rogrammes , 

Strengthening Participatory Organization, Islamabad

Panel Organizers: Ms Benazir Jatoi, Aurat Foundation, and 
Mr Waqar Ahmed, SDPI

Report by: Mr Jawad Khalid, SDPI, Islamabad

Ms Benazir Jatoi opened the discussion by giving a brief 
overview of the panel and the history of the Beijing Platform 
for Action (BPfA) which was realized at the Fourth World 
Conference on Women in 1995, held in Beijing, China. After 
extensive consultations, 50 comprehensive strategy 
objectives under 12 umbrella themes were agreed upon. 
These included women and poverty, education, health, the 
girl child, media, violence, economic decision-making, the 

Session B-3

Feminist Agenda from Beijing Platform for Action (BPfA) 1995 to the
Sustainable Development Goals 2015: A Step Forward or Two Steps Back?

environment, armed conflict, strengthening institutional 
mechanisms and the human rights of women. BPfA was the 
first widely accepted and formal recognition of the need to 
address the underlying causes of gender disparity. Since 
BPfA, we have seen nations commitment to the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs), which in 2015 became the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The SDGs have 17 
themes from hunger and poverty to a separate goal for gender 
equality - something, which was lacking in the MDGs, and is 
an achievement. She said that a critical analysis needs to be 
made of both the Beijing Platform for Action and SDGs. 
Have the SDGs watered down the revolutionary 
commitment of Beijing Platform or are SDGs more focused 
on the issues than the BPfA? Ms Jatoi said that inequality, 
discrimination and violence have increased, and it is 
important to identify the reasons holding us back. Is there a 
flaw in our commitment to the agenda or are there structural 
and institutional issues? 'Real social transformation for the 
emancipation of women has still not been achieved', she 
remarked.

Dr Madhuri Singh expressed her views on the situation of 
women rights in Nepal. She agreed that the Beijing Platform 
brought women to the forefront and was a big way forward. 
The Nepalese government signed the BPfA in 1995 which 
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government seem to be elsewhere. There are structural 
barriers and due to inherent patriarchal structures embedded 
in society, women are not allowed to become empowered. 
'The government has invested heavily in mega development 
projects, but no attention has been paid to building basic 
health infrastructure. Today, only one doctor is available for 
20 to 30,000 people in Pakistan. There are poor socio-
economic indicators. We need a critical analysis of our 
development plans', she urged.

Ms Romina Khurshid dispelled the impression that women 
are vulnerable and weak. “Women are very strong and are 
playing multiple roles - both at home and at work at the same 
time,” she said, adding that women in Pakistan had been 
strengthened in the political arena. First Lady Nusrat Bhutto 
attended the World Conference on Women in 1975 held in 
Mexico City, while former prime minister Benazir Bhutto 
was part of the BPfA in 1995. During the last tenure of 
Pakistan People's Party from 2008 to 2013, there was a 
female Speaker in the National Assembly. “We have made 
progress as the Ministry of Women has been devolved to the 
provinces after the 18th Amendment. We have an SDGs 
Secretariat in parliament and a task force which is engaged 
with the provinces. Bills which are tabled in parliament are 
discussed with the members from the provinces in the task 
force,” she said. Ms Khurshid said that women everywhere 
are facing the same issues. The difference is that at some 
places, the capacities are more enhanced to deal with the 
issues. 'So there is a lot that we can learn from each other. It is 
the time to act now and we need to engage all stakeholders. 
We need to go to the grassroots level and engage local 
communities and leaders as they have a better understanding 
of the issues. Consolidated and holistic efforts need to be 
made instead of isolated ones. We need to get together and 
instead of pulling each other's legs we have to work together 
for a better future,' she concluded. 

To a question about BISP, Dr Yasmin Zaidi said cash 
transfers are a global norm but they should be objective and 
based on criteria. Ms Jatoi concluded the session saying that 
gender monitoring should be addressed and monitoring and 
evaluation measures need to be developed. She stressed that 
the youth are very important as they have agency, therefore, 
it is vital to work with them.

brought many positive changes to women's condition. Since 
then a lot of milestones have been achieved. But today the 
movement is not that strong. After BPfA, institutions like the 
Ministry of Women, Children and Social Protection were 
created. However, the government is now planning to roll it 
back which casts doubts on the commitment to the 
movement. But overall, other significant achievements have 
been made including a gender friendly constitution, legal and 
institutional mechanisms, greater representation of women 
in the public sphere, increased access to higher education 
institutions, improvement in maternal and child health and 
rise in gender equality. Progress has been made but it is slow. 
Dr Singh informed the audience that there are still numerous 
barriers to substantive equality and emancipation. Although 
there  are  const i tut ional  and legal  f rameworks, 
discriminatory laws still exist. Violence against women still 
prevails. There is perpetuation of gender stereotypes which 
sees women as weak and subordinate. Structural inequality, 
discrimination in wages and in access to resources, lack of 
data for domestic and care work and inadequate monitoring 
mechanisms are issues which still exist.  She concluded that 
'all in all, while there have been positive developments and 
we are going forward, in many areas, we are also going 
backwards.'  

Dr Yasmin Zaidi discussed the report published by Pakistan's 
National Commission on the Status of Women (NCSW) in 
which progress from 1995 to 2015 had been reported. She 
said that over the last two decades achievements have been 
made. There has been increased representation of women in 
the political spectrum. At the institutional level, structures 
and plans have been developed like the Ministry of Women 
Development, the NCSW and the National Action Plan 
which3 are significant achievements.  In the areas of 
education and economy, things have also improved but there 
is still a long way to go. Dr Zaidi reminded the audience that 
in Pakistan 'Gender inequality is still rampant. Violence 
against women is going unchecked. Women still have 
unequal access to economic resources. In health, some 
progress has been made but things are not very good. We 
need to take actions to move forward. Political will, 
enhanced access to information,  el imination of 
discriminatory laws and access to economic resources are 
needed.' 

Ms Shazia Shaheen shared the view that when it comes to the 
status of women in society, things don't seem very bright at 
the moment. We seem to be going backward. She said that a 
lot of people have been benefitting from the Benazir Income 
Support Program (BISP). But we need to see that what model 
are we following here? Are we really making women 
independent and empowered or are we making them 
dependent by giving charity? This is the sixth year of BISP 
and we need to gauge its impact. She said that progressive 
pro-women legislation had been made in the past few years, 
but there has been little implementation. The priorities of the 
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Chair: Mr Awais Ahmad Khan Leghari, Federal Minister for 
Power, Government of Pakistan

Speakers
Ÿ Mr Muhammad Raziuddin, CEO, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 

Oil and Gas Company Limited (KPOGCL), Peshawar, 
Pakistan

Ÿ Mr Ashfaq Mahmood, Former Federal Secretary, Water 
and Power, Islamabad, Pakistan

Ÿ Engr. M A Jabbar, CEO, Qaim Automotive MFG (Pvt) 
Ltd, Karachi, Pakistan

Ÿ Dr Bilal Khan, Dean, US-Pakistan Center for Advanced 
Studies in Energy (USPCAS-E); Member National 
Steering Committee on Sustainable Energy for All, 
Islamabad, Pakistan

Panel Organizers: Dr Imran Khalid and Mr Ahmed Khaver, 
SDPI, Islamabad 

Report by: Nageen Sohail, Fatima Jinnah Women 
University, Rawalpindi

This session on reforms required to increase the efficiency of 
energy sector transformation and reviewing where Pakistan 
stands in terms of its energy needs, deficiencies, and how 
these can be overcome. The speakers discussed the future of 
renewables and the governance challenges that hinder 
progress in this respect. 

Mr Ashfaq Mahmood provided the background of energy in 
Pakistan, the potential of available resources and approaches 
through which these resources 
can be exploited for maximum 
social and economic development 
in the country. He presented the 
current energy resource picture. 
He said that Pakistan has enough 
energy resources to drive its 
economy, however, the country 
must work to improve its standing 
in energy production so that 
energy conservation and its 
efficient use can be ensured. To 
increase indigenous energy 
production, he suggested that it is 
important to make national 
policies that provide professional 
human resource; an economic 
environment which is conducive 
for foreign investment; review 
exist ing policies;  s trategic 
thinking for fundamentals for the 

Session B-4

Pakistan's Energy Future: Governance and Transformation

energy sectors and genuine accountability within the 
National Energy Plan. He also stressed on developing 
infrastructure to ensure efficient power supply and 
developing customer facilitating policies.  While answering 
a question about project approvals and opportunities for 
foreign investors, Mr Mahmood accentuated that Pakistan 
requires strategic thinking, institutions, and indigenisation, 
to provide opportunities for pubic and private sector 
partnerships.  

Mr Muhammad Raziuddin discussed the paradigm shift in 
governance and transformation in Pakistan after 18th 
Amendment. He also discussed active transformation in 
energy sector by quoting the example of three plants which 
were functional in 2013 in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK) 
which have now increased to 27 in 2017. This transformation 
is the result of companies investing in this sector, including 
foreign investors. Mr Raziuddin added that 56% of 
indigenous crude oil is produced from KPK and its 
production has increased from 30,000 barrels to 50,000 
barrels within five years. Similarly, status of LPG, oil and 
natural gas has also increased but this rapid change is not 
sustainable, therefore the government must ensure 
collaboration between federal and provincial governments 
for fast track activities. Sui Northern Gas Pipelines Limited 
& Sui Southern Gas Company Limited must be unbundled 
into single National Gas Transmission Company (NGTC). 
Capacity building of the existing board must also be ensured 
to improve energy transmission in the country. 
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wind and solar energy before initiation of energy projects. 
While answering a question about the status of nuclear 
energy as clean fuel and life cycle assessment of energy 
sources, Dr Bilal said that capacity of nuclear energy is 
highest of all the available energy sources and treatment 
facilities are present to dispose nuclear waste safely. This is 
the reason it must be promoted and adopted. He argued that 
Pakistan's carbon footprint is smaller than its neighbouring 
countries in terms of coal burning. 

Mr Awais Ahmad Khan Leghari said that status of energy 
production in Pakistan is unsustainable which can shatter 
any time, however, the proposed National Electricity Plan 
(NEP) will be accepted and implemented soon in the country. 
NEP will help to address the need of technical and 
professional capacity for the restructuring of the Ministry 
and to address issues of energy production and transfer. Also, 
energy requirement of the present and future energy demand 
will also be addressed via competitive process. Mr Leghari 
also stressed reviewing existing energy policies and 
inducting and working with energy economists. He also 
stressed making a Council of Common Interests to conduct 
long-term planning for energy efficiency. While discussing 
the China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), he said that 
this mega project can play a vital role in developing water 
reservoirs based energy projects, however, monopolistic 
situation may worsen the situation. He also emphasised 
introducing bidding by consumers for best energy providers. 
He agreed that sharing infrastructure information about 
existing energy plants must be made mandatory by the 
government to encourage investments in alternate energy 
resources.  Investment in this sector can provide up to 15% 
interest-free profit to the investors. He stressed strengthening 
of boards and regulators to promote transparency and 
accountability in the country.

Engr. M A Jabbar, making suggestions for improvement in 
governance systems, said that political rivalries must be kept 
aside from national interests, and emphasized initiation of 
policies which support energy sector and safeguard 
consumer rights. 'Consumers are now getting equal attention 
as production of energy. Pakistan has the capacity to generate 
enough energy however, transmission sector must be 
improved.' He suggested that the government should make it 
mandatory for all the energy providers to share details of 
their infrastructure with the public via a professional 
network. He also called for the introduction of technical and 
financial audits in the energy sector to reduce capital cost of 
investments. Mr Jabbar urged the government to strengthen 
the National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (NEPRA) 
and collaboration between academics and NEPRA in 
scientific and technical decision-making.  
Dr Bilal Khan shared his concern about Pakistan's 
vulnerability due to climate change and increased risk of 
natural disasters. He also informed the audience that 14% of 
the total world energy is harnessed by renewable energy 
resources, while Pakistan is fulfilling 10% of its total energy 
demand by renewables. However, grid instability caused by 
variability of power supply, high capital cost due to low 
efficiency, low capacity due to low energy density and 
insensitivity due to climate change are the major challenges 
being faced by Pakistan. Dr Khan highlighted salient 
features of Pakistan's Renewable Energy Policy and 
discussed the country's Wind Corridor which can contribute 
41,000 MW of clean energy to the national grid. Prospects 
for solar energy potential are also high in Pakistan. Dr Khan 
suggested introducing small micro kits for 40% of the 
underprivileged nation who do not have access to clean 
energy for cooking. Investments in digital grid stability and 
smart grid efficiency must also be introduced. He also 
recommended introducing cash complementary cycles of 
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Dedicated to: Late Dr Saman Kelegama, Executive 
Director, Institute of Policy Studies, Sri Lanka

Moderator: Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive Director, 
Sustainable Development Policy Institute, Islamabad, 
Pakistan

Speakers
Ÿ Ms Samanthi Bandara, Research Officer, Institute of 

Policy Studies, Sri Lanka
Ÿ Mr I.A. Rehman, Director, Human Rights Commission of 

Pakistan, Lahore, Pakistan
Ÿ Dr Paras Kharel, Research Director, South Asia Watch on 

Trade, Economics and Environment (SAWTEE), 
Kathmandu, Nepal

Ÿ Mr Ajaya Dixit, Institute for Social and Environmental 
Transition, Nepal

Ÿ Mr Udai Singh Mehta, Deputy Executive Director, CUTS 
International, India

Ÿ Ms Jia Jinghang, External Relations Division, 
International Economics and Finance Institute, Ministry 
of Finance, Government of China

Ÿ Dr Nadeem-ul-Haque, Former Deputy Chairman, 
Planning Commission, Government of Pakistan, 
Islamabad, Pakistan

Ÿ Mr Umer Sherazi, Assistant Commissioner, Pasrur, 
Pakistan

Ÿ Ms Sadia Razzak, Sustainable Development Policy 
Institute, Islamabad, Pakistan

Panel Organizers: Mr Shakeel Ahmad Ramay and Mr Irfan 
Chatha, SDPI, Islamabad

Report by: Mr Irfan Chatha, SDPI

History of Think Tanks (TT) can be traced back to the 19th 
Century, but they received major impetus by end of the 20th 

Session B-5

Independent Think Tanks: Challenges in Shrinking Spaces

Century, and since then, their role has enhanced manifolds in 
policy debate and formulation. There are different types of 
TTs including government, cooperate and independent ones. 
Independent TTs became glorified due to the nature of their 
work and freedom from influence. However, in recent times, 
a debate has started about their 'independence', whether they 
are really independent or is it merely a myth, especially in the 
context of funding and donor driven programme 
implementation since TTs cannot survive without funding 
from donors. This session brought together professionals 
from leading regional TTs in South Asia, not only to pay 
tribute to the late Dr Saman Kelegama but also reflect on how 
an 'independent' TT can be defined; how the role of donors 
can be minimised to ensure independence; and how TTs can 
benefit from the concept of social entrepreneurship to ensure 
independence.

Ms Samanthi Bandara started the session by giving an 
introduction of Dr Kelegama who was a visionary leader of 
the Institute of Policy Studies (IPS) in Sri Lanka. His vision 
made IPS a centre of excellence in the region, and to do so he 
used different strategies. He used his own capacities as an 
economist, took part in different networks in the region, 
inspired young researchers and encouraged them by building 
their capacity, and sending them for higher studies. Ms 
Samantha said that Dr Kelegama wanted to make IPS 
independent in terms of research and finances which he 
achieved and now IPS is an autonomous research institute in 
the region. She concluded with one of his quotes: 'Of course 
now we have a building we can all be proud of, but ultimately 
what matters is people and the people of IPS are the ones who 
make the institute.' 

Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri said today the world is moving 
towards populous sentiments and emotions are taking over 
evidence-based thinking and this is where the role of 
independent TTs become important.  He talked about how 
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Mr Kharel also put emphasis on comparing the results of 
government TTs and private TTs. Talking about the way 
forward, he said that the credibility of TTs should be based on 
their outcome rather than their donors.

Mr Ajay Dixit said that the problems faced by TTs in South 
Asia lie in their genesis: 'We are branded not as a normal 
research producing entity rather service oriented entity. We 
are also asked about the tangible impact that we produce and 
blamed for being influenced by Western values. The space 
for analysis and critical thought is considered a hindrance to 
development.' He also said that investment by the state in 
TTs is miniscule, so most knowledge production is based on 
donor funding. He also said that the independence of TTs 
also varies under a unitary monarchy and a federal 
democratic system. While talking about the credibility of 
TTs, he said that donors do affect research output simply 
because investment by the state is minimal, so most of the 
agenda setting is done by donors. Keeping in view the 
changing political system in Nepal, he said that the new 
configurations in the country will have an impact on TTs and 
their role will change, and with this new configuration, 
knowledge production will also change. 

Mr Udai Singh Mehta divided TTs into two categories. He 
said that there are government supported TTs and private TTs 
in India. One of the biggest challenge is funding and one 
cannot claim independence since money that comes from 
someone else will always have its own bindings. 'In terms of 
defining independence what is really important is 
transparency, ethics and how much dissemination is done 
within the public domain by a TT', he said. He said that while 
Indian TTs can get funds and support from the government, it 
is still very challenging, and despite countless NGOs and 
TTs in India, research space is also shrinking because 'we 
cannot critique the government. There are certain topics on 
which you cannot do research, especially under this 
government, thus, you do not get enough funding.' The 
challenge in India, he felt, was the issue of national interest 
and who defines it. Certain topics are off limits due to the 
government claiming them as national interest. However, Mr 
Mehta also informed that the Right to Information Act 2017 
under which all public institutions now need to share data is 
bringing some transparency and will enable TTs to work 
more comprehensively. He emphasized creating networks 
and partnerships, especially with government departments, 
and that there is a need to diversify funding through crowd 
funding and there is a need to tell donors that a policy 
outcome cannot be achieved in a limited time frame. He 
lamented that regional TTs do not collaborate as much as 
they should. While discussing the way forward, he talked 
about social entrepreneurship and diversified financial 
mechanisms and sensitizing donors that policy changes do 
not happen overnight. 'Values and principles with which 
institutions are working are also very critical, because if the 

the space for research was shrinking in terms of government 
regulations, funding, topics on which research was being 
conducted e.g. whether  research can be done on taboo issues 
or not. He said that this phenomenon is not related to a 
particular country but is rather faced by all South Asian 
countries.

Mr I A Rehman was of the view that the question of 
shrinking spaces is becoming more and more critical in 
Pakistan because national interest has become so supreme 
and paramount that there is no room for sanity. He said 
Pakistan does not have regular TTs like SDPI which do 
consistent work, most organizations only conduct part-time 
research and cannot be qualified as a think tanks. He said that 
the problems TTs are facing in Pakistan are enormous. First, 
TTs can work in a society where there is plenty of 
information. In Pakistan, there is lack of information 
available and the government is afraid to share it. Second, a 
TT should not accept any holy cows - it should be able to give 
its opinion fearlessly. However, national security concerns 
have become a fundamental detriment to TTs not only in 
Pakistan, but globally. He said that as states become more 
security-centric, the space for TTs will shrink under the name 
of National Security.  He said that Pakistan does not have an 
inter-religious discourse.  He also said that there is a need to 
differentiate between government-funded institutes and 
private-funded institutes.  He said the institutes that are 
linked to universities try to avoid controversial matters. 
Talking about donors, he said that no donor dictates to a TT 
and any new ones that want to come up need to start 
independently, be nonpartisan, make their reports credible 
and the donor will come to it automatically. He also 
emphasised on the need of establishing more TTs in 
Pakistan. He also said that the state in Pakistan has become 
more powerful and conducting independent research has 
become difficult. 'Independent think tanks are important 
because they discuss those issues which are more taboo', he 
concluded.

Mr Paras Kharel said there are dozens of NGOs and TTs in 
Nepal yet there does not seem to be acknowledgment of their 
work. He defined Independent Think Tanks as those which 
regardless of its sources of funding do not allow anyone to 
affect its research and advocacy. He talked about the 
perennial paranoia that exists within South Asian societies 
which either see governments as always being wrong and 
NGOs never being trusted (whether they are right or wrong) 
because they are donor funded and seen as indirectly 
advancing donor interests. The key question is whether 
interests are in line with the interest of the country. He 
proposed that NGOs should perhaps also be scrutinized like 
governments e.g. by the media who can keep checks and 
balances.  While talking about the independence of the TTs, 
he said that TTs are independent regardless of their donors. 
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that can guide the decision-making of the government. She 
also said that TTs working on similar areas should be 
connected with each other.

Dr Nadeem ul Haq was of the view that the key issue is not 
funding rather policy space is crowded. What agenda do 
think tanks have if they have the space and how much they 
are capable of setting the agenda? In Pakistan, the policy 
space is taken up by aid donors or fundamentalists: 'The 
fundamentalists unlike us have a mission and they sell the 
vision on the street and they work through the people, they 
work bottom up and the government cannot challenge them. 
The problem with the TTs is that they work in the spaces that 
are funded by donors.' He said that TTs should form 
networks with universities which is the missing link, and 
adopt bottom up approach rather than top down approach for 
selecting a particular policy. He also emphasised that many 
TTs are one man outfits and are not doing very much.  Dr Haq 
argued that 'we are not forming a citation community, we do 
not define our agenda. You cannot implement a policy on the 
basis of just one paper, you need to form a citation 
community.' 

Mr Umer Sherazi questioned the role of private universities 
in developing countries in terms of research, and argued that 
aid donors always dictate rather than facilitate and end up 
shrinking the SD vision. Commenting on information 
resources, he said that several channels are available from 
which information can be extracted like social media and 
news channels. He urged those working in TTs and NGOs to 
take part of National Assembly and Senate. 

Ms Sadia Razzaq from SDPI while sharing her study said 
that TTs due to lack of funding are involved in different 
portfolios that include monitoring and evaluation, training 
and capacity building just to gather more funding. 
Sometimes TTs cannot conduct research on a topic they want 
since the area is not of any interest to donors. Another issue 
which was highlighted was the gap between the 
policymaking institutes and think tanks. She also highlighted 
that there is a lack of capacity in disseminating research in a 
manner that catches the interest of policymakers. Talking 
about the role of media, she said that the media in Pakistan is 

less concerned about the social 
sector of Pakistan. 

Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri provided 
an overview of the challenges that 
TTs face, role of donor agencies 
and entities who define national 
interests. He stressed the need of 
creating a network of Think Tanks 
regionally and domestically, 
which also involves universities.  

values are based on the endowments and whims of a donor, 
the results will be absurd,' he concluded.

Ms Samanthi Bandara was of the view that when it comes 
to independence, TTs that produce policy-oriented research 
need to remain cognizant of their mission first and foremost. 
Plus, while seed funding from donors to set up an institute or 
project is inevitable, it is critical that one focus on 
diversifying the funding pool rather than simply following 
one source since this can lead to donor dictation and 
influence. She shared details of IPS' work and how over the 
years, it has become financially independent by focusing on 
social entrepreneurship, selling its research through 
publications and training programmes.

Ms Jia Jinghang from China shared that there are two types 
of TTs in China, one, supported by the government and the 
other private funded. The Chinese government began to 
focus on developing TTs in 2013. President Xi Jinping 
initially proposed a national objective of developing TTs 
with Chinese characteristics which is an important 
component of soft power and also a modernisation process of 
the government. She said in order to achieve sound decision-
making, the government needs the support of TTs. Since 
reforms in China, numerous TTs have been set up with 
government support in order to facilitate the government in 
tackling problems related to sustainable development and 
other global issues based on strategic guidelines. One of the 
guidelines includes offering of advice, and encouraging 
debate from different points of view. China is now the second 
largest country in the world having TTs.  She shared that the 
Chinese Ministry of Education has created 150 collaborative 
centres in 300 universities and colleges, with provincial 
governments doing the same. The purpose is to collaborate 
and to avoid overlapping of resources: 'We save cost and 
produce better results.' She said TTs need to be open minded 
and communicate with each other. Independent research 
should be policy-oriented, unbiased, scientific, and data 
based and cannot be done without creating a network. 
Talking about the Asian Think Tank Development Forum, 
she said it is focusing on TTs of the region to promote shared 
development. She concluded that TTs must be realistic and 
there should be a connection between Theory and Practice 
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Chair: Brig. Mukhtar Ahmed, Member Operations, 
National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), 
Islamabad

Discussant:  Ms Mewish Ali, GIS Analyst, UN Food and 
Agriculture Organization, Islamabad, 

Speakers:
Ÿ Ms Thai Van Hoang, Head of Vulnerability Analysis and 

Mapping (VAM), World Food Programme, Islamabad
Ÿ Syed Muhammad Ayub Shah, Natural Disaster 

Management Authority, Islamaabd

Panel Organizers: Mr Qasim Shah, World Food 
Programme (WFP), Dr Sajid Amin and Ms Mehreen Iqbal, 
SDPI, Islamabad

Report by: Isha Tir Razia, Fatima Jinnah Women 
University, Rawalpindi, Pakistan

Brig. Mukhtar Ahmed said that ICA for Pakistan was 
implemented from January-October 2017 under the 
leadership of National Disaster Management Authority 
(NDMA) involving relevant line departments, ministries, 
various technical institutions and UN agencies, including 
WFP and the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). He 
said that the analysis conducted under ICA is intended to 
inform the government programmes and other agencies in 
the areas of social safety nets, disaster risk reduction, early 

Session B-6

Integrated Context Analysis (ICA) on Food Insecurity and Natural Hazards

warning systems and 
disaster preparedness 
based on existing datasets 
to categorize districts by 
the level of recurrence of 
these factors. Brig. Ahmed 
highlighted briefly that the 
analysis will help guide 
subsequent  Seasona l 
Livelihood Programming 
at the district level and 
C o m m u n i t y - b a s e d 
Participatory Planning at 
the community level, as 
well as provide relevant 
products and materials for 
a d v o c a c y,  c a p a c i t y 
development and future 
replication in order to 
update this analysis or 
carry out similar analyses.

Ms Thai Van Hoang provided an overview about ICA which 
is a WFP corporate programme design tool used in over 20 
countries around the globe which provides empirical 
evidence to support strategic planning and positioning of 
four broad programmatic themes: Safety Net, Disaster Risk 
Reduct ion (DRR),  Ear ly  Warning and Disaster 
Preparedness. Ms Hoang explained that ICA applies three 
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districts would benefit from combinations of food security 
focused safety nets and comprehensive disaster risk 
reduction (DRR) interventions including infrastructure 
improvement, early warning and disaster preparedness. 
Category 2 comprises 20 districts (7 in Sindh, 5 in KPK, 4 in 
Punjab, and 4 in Balochistan) have moderate recurrence of 
vulnerability to food insecurity coupled with high or medium 
natural hazards. In these districts, flexible food security 
safety nets, productive or protective are suggested. 
Alternatively, needs-based livelihood recovery efforts in 
unfavourable years could protect marginal households 
against negative coping strategies that undermine 
development gains. High natural hazards suggest broad 
DRR interventions including infrastructure improvement, 
early warning and disaster preparedness. Category 3 
comprises 19 districts (8 in Balochistan, 6 in FATA and 5 in 
KPK) showing high or moderate recurrence of vulnerability 
to food insecurity coupled with relatively low natural 
hazards. Category 4 comprises 28 districts (12 in Punjab, 9 in 
Sindh, 6 in KPK, 1 in Balochistan) exhibiting low recurrence 
of vulnerability to food insecurity with high or medium level 
of natural hazards. Broad DRR (including infrastructure 
improvement as well as early warning and disaster 
preparedness) and specific, targeted interventions to 
improve food security for the most vulnerable people would 
be needed. Category 5 comprises 21 districts (18 in Punjab, 2 
in KPK, 1 in FATA) showing low recurrence of vulnerability 
to food insecurity and also low natural hazards. The speakers 
recommended to ensure effective early warning that is set 
within systems to trigger disaster preparedness measures. 

Ms Mewish Ali highlighted the impact of food insecurity 
and natural hazards on the livelihood of people. She said that 
livelihood and food insecurity go hand in hand. Vulnerable 
families have to face economic shocks and in order to live a 
healthy life, they have to struggle hard to cope and restore 
their previous livelihood. She said that tools like ICA can 
help policymakers to make policies which help those 
communities live a better life. 

pronged approach (3PA). The first 
prong aims at identification of priority 
areas (districts) and framing of broad 
programmatic strategies. The second 
focuses on Seasonal Livelihood 
Programming (SLP) for prioritised 
d i s t r i c t s  t o  d e v e l o p  s p e c i fi c 
programmes; and the third uses 
Community-Based Participatory 
Planning (CBPP) at sub-district level, to 
identify more specific programmes or 
interventions. She went on to elucidate 
t ha t  ICA s t a r t ed  by  ana lys ing 
vulnerability to food insecurity data as a 
core dimension as Step 1. In Step 2, two 
other core dimensions (flood and 
drought) were analysed to form a 
consolidated layer of natural hazards using cross tabulation. 
In Step 3, results of Step 1 and Step 2 were combined (using 
cross tabulation) to identify nine ICA Areas depicting 
relative standing of districts with regards to the vulnerability 
to food insecurity and combined natural hazards. In Step 4, 
nine ICA Areas were grouped into five categories to simplify 
for visual interpretation and framing broad programmatic 
recommendations relevant to each category. In Step 5, each 
Core Lens and Contextual Information Layer was overlaid 
on the ICA areas to refine broad programmatic 
recommendations formed in Step 4. 

Syed Muhammad Ayub Shah further elaborated that ICA 
includes two core dimensions (vulnerability to food 
insecurity and natural hazards: flood and drought), five core 
lenses (land slide, Glacial Lake Outburst Flood, earthquake, 
soil erosion, land degradation), and two contextual factors 
(dominant land cover, population density). He said that ICA 
used Multi-dimensional Poverty Index (MPI) as a proxy for 
vulnerability to food security for four provinces 
(Balochistan, KPK, Punjab including Islamabad and Sindh) , 
as well as derived from six rounds of Pakistan's Social and 
Living Standard Measurement Surveys (2004-05 and 2014-
15) released by Government in 2016. For FATA, due to lack 
of MPI data, food security prevalence rate of three in-depth 
assessments conducted by WFP and partners in 2014 - 17 
was used. National datasets available for all districts in 
Pakistan for flood, drought, landslide, GLOF and earthquake 
were used. For soil erosion, land degradation, dominant land 
cover and population density, Pakistan components of global 
datasets, were used.

Sharing the technical findings and broad programmatic 
recommendations, both speakers highlighted that that for 
Pakistan Category 1 comprises 42 districts (19 in 
Balochistan, 13 in Sindh, 7 in KPK and 3 in Punjab) having 
high recurrence of vulnerability to food insecurity coupled 
with high or medium levels of natural hazards. These 
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Moderator: Dr Humaira Ishfaq, Research Fellow, SDPI, 
Islamabad

Speakers
Ÿ Mr Raza Naeem, Instructor, literary critic, social 

scientist, Beaconhouse School Systems, Lahore
Ÿ Ms Shireen Najeeb Gheba, Artist and Writer, Islamabad
Ÿ Ms Kishwer Naheed, Poetess / Writer, Islamabad
Ÿ Capt. (retd) Atta M. Khan, Head of Alhamra Arts Council, 

Lahore
Ÿ Mr Jamal Shah, Executive Director, Pakistan National 

Council of the Arts, Islamabad
Ÿ Ms Sheema Kirmani, Founder of Tehrik-e-Niswan, 

Culture Action Group, Karachi 
Ÿ Ms Zeenat Shehzaadi, Member, National Commission on 

the Status of Women, Islamabad 
Ÿ Mr Harris Khalique, Team Leader AAWAZ – Voice and 

Accountability Programme, Islamabad
Ÿ Nasreen Azhar, Human Rights Activist. Islamabad
Ÿ Dr Anwar Ahmed, Former Chairman, Urdu Department, 

Bahauddin Zakariya University, Multan Former 
Chairman, National Language Authority, Islamabad

Panel Organizers: Ahmad Salim, Dr Humaira Ishfaq and 
Shahbaz Tufail, SDPI 

Report by: Syeda Rubab Bokhari, SDPI, Islamabad 
The session discussed the scale of 'art' as resistance against 
political tyranny, especially in the context of South Asia. 
They portrayed art as a tool of expression that poets, singers, 
dancers, painters and sculptors have been using to express 

Session B7 

Art as Resistance against Political Tyranny in South Asia

their feelings and sentiments over the centuries. The 
speakers said an artist, being a sensitive soul and with a sense 
of indebtedness to society, however, feels compelled to 
contribute to transforming societies in a way that people feel 
free of all kinds of oppression and tyranny. They narrowed 
down the spectrum to South Asia and its recent history, and 
found a number of such occurrences where people have been 
subjugated by despots and tyrants, and somehow such 
tyranny is continually being inflicted in many parts of the 
region even today. “The rights of people, especially freedom 
of expression, have always been the first casualty of such 
autocratic regimes. Hence, artists in such situations have 
been taking it upon themselves to keep raising their voices 
for the people through creative writing, folk music, painting 
and even dance as symbols of 'art as resistance to political 
tyranny.' 

Ms Kishwar Naheed opened the session by reciting an Urdu 
poem Batao tumhen jana kahan hay (Tell where do you have 
to go?).

Ms Shireen Gheba Najeeb said: “We can better judge the 
power of art by considering how Iqbal's poetry helped in the 
making of Pakistan. She said since most of the people are 
unable to comprehend Iqbal's Urdu and Persian poetry, so 
she has tried to translate it into English in order to make it 
more attractive. She also praised the work of Chughtai and 
Sadeqain, who did a lot of silent protests in their lifetime. 
'Using every possible medium artists have recoded their 
protests' she maintained. Stressing the need for bringing the 
importance of art into limelight, she said: “art is so powerful 
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there isn't any literary committee in any press club, or it is 
hard to hear that any journalist has written any book. Third 
problem that he mentioned was the weakening of relations 
between 'identity politics' and 'class politics'. He suggested 
that there is a need of a thought over the spread of fear in 
South Asia, which is causing more fear-spreading elements 
to take birth.
 
Mr Jamal Shah said that art has the ability to tie individuals 
in a very intimate relation with its surroundings in a manner 
that the relation is creative and critical simultaneously. He 
added that art enables individuals to learn about everything 
that exists and had existed around him in order to do 
'informed decision-making'. In other words, he said, art 
enables individuals to get themselves engaged with human 
activities around in such a manner that he starts 
understanding the true meanings of life, exactly the way it 
should be, and he becomes the 'agent of change' and changes 
the society and become a productive being. In Mr Shah's 
view, a person is artist, if he has the courage to blurt out and 
say the fact as it is. Every human being is an artist if he has the 
passion of making his life and surrounding more progressive 
and beautiful not only for himself but for others. He 
concluded that art is a necessity; it has never been destructive 
but has always proved to be constructive; the reality of an 
artist is to do nothing but inform others. 

Mrs Nasreen Azhar highlighted the struggle of street 
theater against resistance, and how, during her times, people 
used to raise their voices via theater despite martial law and 
confined situation. She quoted Tufail Niazi as saying: “One 
who holds pen in hands can never hold gun”. According to 
her, “art is a voice against injustice and extremism”. She 
suggested that one should never lose hope and stop saying 
the truth no matter what. 
 
Shireen Najeeb said that tyranny has always been the part of 
our society. She added that artists want peace and freedom of 
expression which they never get. “How art of dancing is 
taken in our society as the most vulgar activity and dance is 
the worst thing a woman can do; even then it became a 
political resistance activity during the reign of Gen. Ziaul 
Haq.” She suggested that our society can never be changed 
unless the mindset of men is changed towards women, who 
played an equal part in the revolutionary process of 
transforming societies.

medium that it can never be negated”, but she recounted that 
'it should be sugar coated'.  She portrayed art as waterfall, 
which makes dents on stones. Summing up her talk, she said 
that art is so powerful that it can be used as a tool against 
oppression. 

Mr Raza Naeem presented his research paper based on his 
own translation of Sibte Hassan's work and the interviews he 
has conducted with the family of Hassan. Talking about the 
'Life of Sibte Hasan', Raza said: he was 'an organic 
intellectual before the age of so-called mass and social 
media'. He compared Sibte Hassan with  Italian thinker and 
political activist, Antonio Gramsci, who like Hassan, 
endured repeated jail first during his sojourn in the US, and 
then in Pakistan from 1951–55 and again during the Ayub 
regime for continuously posing questions and provoking his 
elite with uncomfortable questions. Both the thinkers chose 
to write in their native language: Italian for Gramsci and 
Urdu for Hasan. According to Raza both, Gramsci and 
Hasan, were also concerned with producing organic and 
original theories, using Marxist concepts to apply to their 
material realities rather than the other way round. Hasan was 
one of the prominent protagonists in the battle of ideas in 
post-independence Pakistan which has continued to shape 
the debate over issues of identity, progress, religion and 
secularism – intellectually and in the public imagination. 
Raza confesses that it is not possible in this short tribute to do 
justice to each of Sibte's 11 works in Urdu and one in English. 
Most of these works like Moosa say Marx Tak, Naveed-e-
Fikr, Maazi kay Mazaar, Shehr-e-Nigaraan, Pakistan Mein 
Tehzeeb ka Irtiqa, and Inqilab-e-Iran require separate 
discussions and expositions. Raza concluded his 
presentation by hinting at the tribute to Sibte Hasan given by 
Habib Jalib. He said that students of our political system 
quote Sir Winston Churchill who said that “if our judiciary is 
alive, British society cannot be destroyed”. Mr Khan made a 
different claim saying that “till long our painters, poets, 
writers, musicians and singers will continue to create and 
promote art and culture, people will continue to resist 
tyranny, suppression, and exploitation. 

Harish Khalique said that “though art is political, it is not 
politics”. Art never causes revolution but it does create 
awareness and a harmonious environment, he said, adding it 
is rather a political action that brings about revolution. 
Telling his experience, Khalique said that since he has gone 
to East Europe and North Korea, so he is better aware of the 
different aspects of socialism. He said that being an artist one 
has to transcend politics because rebellion is in the very 
nature of art. Art challenges the established order and resists 
the status quo. Highlighting a few problems of the 
contemporary times, he said that the relationship between 
literature and journalism has become weak, so is the problem 
with the relation between a literary person and a hard-
worker. Further strengthening his point of view, he said that 
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Chair: Dr Syed Ismail Shah, Former Chairman, Pakistan 
Telecommunication Authority, Islamabad

Moderator: Brig. (R) Mohammad Yasin, Sustainable 
Development Policy Institute, Islamabad

Speakers:
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Panel Organizers: Brig. (R) Mohammad Yasin, and Mr 
Hassan Murtaza, SDPI

Report by: Ms Rija Hafeez, Fatima Jinnah Women 
University, Rawalpindi

From the last two decades, Information and Communication 
Technologies (ICTs) have come a long way in the world and 
Pakistan has not lagged far behind. Today in Pakistan, there 
are about 140 million telephone connections, and about 40 
million broadband internet subscribers, predominantly 
relying on 3G and 4G mobile technologies. After a somewhat 
delayed start in case of mobile broadband, numbers are 
rapidly increasing, catching up with countries more 
technologically advanced. 
As a result, a number of on-
line services are becoming 
a v a i l a b l e  t o  u s e r s . 
Awareness related to recent 
unprecedented  cyber-
attacks and some other 
c y b e r - c r i m e s  f o r  t h e 
purpose of  extract ing 
ransoms, is essential. With 
ICT becoming an enabler 
for everything, Pakistan 
has yet to devise a Cyber 
Secu r i t y  F r amework . 
Pakistan must prepare and 
be ready to successfully 
meet all future cyber threats 
to  publ ic  and pr ivate 
institutions and it must 
ensure safe and secure use 
o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
technologies in the region. 

Session B-8

Information and Telecommunications Journey in Pakistan: Future Directions

Brig. (retd) Mohammad Yasin shed light on importance of 
Information Technology and Telecom in the development of 
the country. He said that some previous recommendations 
made by SDPI on IT and Telecom have been implemented in 
the country in one form or another which indicates success of 
the think tank. He said that in the information and telecom 
journey over the last 70 years, we have come a long way. 
'From 3% tele-density, the country has reached 73%. There 
are 140 million mobile users, and 48 million broadband 
subscribers. We have made some progress in digital 
economy and mobile banking. Contributions of the sector to 
the national exchequer are significant,' he shared. However, 
there are important gaps to be filled. He pointed out that the 
IT and telecom technology is changing rapidly, and while 
Pakistan's entry into Internet of Things, big data, and cloud 
computing would be good, vulnerability to hacking and 
cyber-attacks would increase. He further said that 
conducting this session is an attempt to highlight some 
important aspects of the subject. Introducing the Chair of the 
session, he said that under Dr Shah's leadership, PTA 
achieved important milestones, such as 3G, 4G auction 
which was stalled for many years, enactment of Prevention 
of Electronic Crimes Act 2016, and enactment of Pakistan 
Computer Emergency Response Team (PCERT) to cope 
with cyber-attacks.

Dr Manzoor Ahmad summarized the development of ICT 
in Pakistan from 1947 to date and looked at future challenges 
like Cyber Security. He said that from 1947 to 1965, ICT was 
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computer literacy improvement at primary school level, 
strengthening e-government, introduction of ICT in 
agriculture sector and capitalization of opportunities arising 
from China Pakistan Economic Corridor. 'To prevent cyber-
crimes and provide a mechanism for their investigation, 
prosecution, trial and inter-organizational cooperation, the 
Government of Pakistan enacted the necessary legislation on 
16 August 2016. However, cyber security cannot be just left 
to the government. It is important that all users of IT take 
necessary steps to prevent this menace, which can cause 
huge financial and credibility loss to any organization', he 
concluded.

Pakistan's present status of digital economy does not inspire 
confidence among businessmen and investors. This was 
highlighted by Mr Parvez Iftikhar in his presentation 
Future Directions: Pakistan and the Digital Economy. He 
focused on the opportunities Pakistan can explore its share in 
the rapidly growing pie of Digital Economy (DE).  Starting 
with the brief introduction of DE, benefits and contribution 
to the GDP of the economy of the country, he highlighted that 
DE (or the Internet Economy) is the new shape of economy 
now. The arrival of Internet of Things (IoT), Artificial 
Intelligence (AI), and 3D printing has further brought the DE 
to the forefront. A digital enterprise attracts the best available 
talent, as well as retention of that talent, thus, making it 

restricted to a limited number of telephone lines and telex 
machines. During 1966–1980 era, major public companies 
such as PIA and WAPDA, commercial banks and a few 
leading universities installed main frame computers like 
IBM 360. In 1990s, there was considerable liberalization. 
Import restrictions were removed and tax burden was also 
lowered on computers. In 2003-04, with the deregulation of 
telecom services and announcement of a new Broadband 
Policy, cellular mobile services were opened to new players. 
According to Dr Ahmad, there was little progress during the 
fifth phase (the period from 2008 to 2013). Foreign Direct 
Investment, which had been climbing gradually and had 
crossed over US$5 billion in 2007-08, started falling and 
reached a low of US$ 813 million in 2011-12. The current 
phase started with the introduction of mobile broadband 
3G/4G and Long Term Evolution (LTE) technologies in 
2014. He informed the audience that as per the International 
Telecom Union (ITU) report published in 2016, Pakistan is 
ranked at 146 out of 175 countries in the ICT Development 
Index. Similarly, Pakistan is ranked at 156 out 192 countries 
for mobile broadband subscriptions per 100 capita. The 
speaker recommended that in order to close the gap between 
Pakistani and other under developed markets across the 
world it is important to focus on ICT development with 
investment in public-private partnership infrastructure, 
regulatory framework for removing redundant policies, 



53

Research & News Bulle�n 

Sustainable Development Goals, ICTs (including Internet) 
have a valuable role in development of infrastructure for 
economic and social progress.  Hence, one of the key goals is 
to enable significant increase in access to information and 
communications technology and strive to provide universal 
and affordable access to the Internet in least developed 
countries by 2020. 'Primarily led by telecommunications 
sector, Pakistan has achieved remarkable progress in its 
digital heights in recent years wherein mobile broadband has 
opened new opportunities', Mr Haq remarked. But while 
Pakistan has taken lead in policy framework, we are lagging 
in implementation. He cautioned that the Internet will be 
used to control objects, infrastructure and much of our 
environment for which we need to think about data 
protection, security and our values. Fast growing technology 
also demands huge investment for infrastructure buildup and 
data storage. The challenge is that humans must drive the 
technical development and not put technology in the driving 
seat. Putting the users' interest first with respect to their own 
data and making the internet economy work for everyone is 
crucial, he stressed. 'We have to increase the accountability 
for data handlers', he concluded.

Dr Ismail Shah giving his remarks focused on the need for a 
comprehensive approach and rationalization of taxation on 
information and communication technologies. He continued 
that any progress in this vital sector is unthinkable without 
the consideration of these two approaches. He said that we 
must look into the ways to localize the utilization of ICT. 
Pakistan ICTs are highly taxed which is hampering its 
growth, without ICTs Pakistan's Vision 2025 will remain a 
dream. It is imperative that the government should take the 
lead to promote ICTs in socioeconomic, education and health 
sectors. He stressed the need to incorporate innovation 
policy development in planning and development sector.

At the end in question answer session, the audience agreed 
that for digitalization, a work culture must be developed 
which does not only work on hardware side but also 
incorporates software side. Talented youth must be promoted 
and authorities must implement awareness campaigns at 
national level all over the country. When we look at other 
developing countries, they have followed the holistic 
approach to succeed using ICTs and have combated cyber-
crime. Government of Pakistan must focus on strict 
legislation and policies so that hackers and attackers, who are 
likely to enjoy advantages of anonymity and asymmetry, are 
punished and discouraged. Coordinated efforts at the 
national and international level will be needed to face this 
menace.

possible for buyers to instantly post reviews of the 
product/services. Digitalization allows enterprises to 
manage and implement solutions like Enterprise Resource 
Management (ERM) and Enterprise Resource Management 
(ERM) cost effectively. Mr Iftikhar further went on to say 
that gaps need to be filled in order to compete with other 
regional countries in digital adaptation and usage. He shared 
that Pakistan's current ranking is 144 in World Bank's Ease-
of-Doing Business 2017. Most Pakistani enterprises do not 
make use of any digital tools in their businesses, other than 
social media, email and spread-sheets. Lack of awareness is 
a one of the main causes, as most enterprises do not even 
know what benefits digitalization would bring them. He 
argued that digitalization is not financially burdensome. 
With the invention of the Cloud Computing and concepts 
like Pay as you Use, it is even easy for Small and Medium 
Enterprises (SME) to store and host their data on remote 
servers without investing in in-house servers. The main 
concern about storing data on cloud servers is Data Security.  
Going online, increases the chances of cyber attacks like the 
one suffered by all big newspapers and news websites (The 
Guardian, The Financial Times, the BBC News service) on 
12 May 2017. He highlighted that Pakistan's DE is growing 
slowly as rough estimates by experts place it at US$ 100 
million, which is pitiably small but the signs are encouraging 
as the mobile Broadband subscribers are increasing. 
Pakistan's network readiness score assessed by World 
Economic Forum (WEF) is 3.4 (out of 7).  As per the analysis 
of Small and Medium Enterprises Development Authority 
(SMEDA), SMEs in Pakistan constitute nearly 90% of all 
enterprises, employ 80% of the non-agricultural labour force 
and their share in the annual GDP is 40%, approximately. 
The speaker informed the audience that cyber security is 
important for many other reasons too, as any slackness can 
jeopardize working of power plants, power transmission 
systems, telecommunication networks, airports, electronic 
media, etc. In order to meet the challenges of the future 
technologies, the Government must lead the way and make 
their working environment as paperless as possible by 
adopting ICTs in their daily business. 'Awareness of SMEs 
needs to be raised by convincing them to make their 
businesses digital. Mobile operators must make it their 
business strategy to become facilitators between SMEs and 
Cloud Computer Operators. The government must come 
with policy for Cyber Security and provide tax incentives for 
the organizations which wish to adopt digitization.

The topic of the presentation made by Mr Naveed Haq was 
The Internet is for Every One. In his introductory speech, he 
emphasized that Internet adoption is a direct driver of GDP 
growth of any country. He said that according to the 
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Session B-9

Migration, Water Management and Climate Change in Glacial River Basin and
Semi-Arid Regions in Pakistan: Key Linkages and Policy Options

Dr Kallur S. Murali via Skype gave programme overview 
of Collaborative Adaptation Research Initiative in Africa and 
Asia (CARIAA). CARIAA focuses on three hotspot areas 
namely, deltas, glacier-fed river basins and semi-arid regions 
in Africa and Asia. It aims to generate knowledge, strengthen 
adaptation expertise and promote research uptake through 
research and policy engagement. This programme is 
comprised of four consortia namely, Himalayan Adaptation, 
Water and Resilience (HI-AWARE), Deltas, Vulnerability 
and Climate Change: Migration and Adaptation 
(DECCMA), Adaptation at Scale in Semi-arid Regions 
(ASSAR) and Pathways to Resilience in Semi-arid 
Economies (PRISE). The programme is based on cross 
cutting themes of migration, gender equality, economics, 
climate science and scenarios. It is a five-year programme 
and will end in 2019 jointly funded by International 
Development Research Centre (IDRC) and Department for 
International Development (DfID). Two of the four 
consortia, namely PRISE and Hi-AWARE are operative in 
Pakistan. To synthesise findings across the semi-arid regions 
and glacier-fed river basins in Pakistan, CARIAA granted a 
small project to the two consortia under the Opportunities 
Synergies Fund (OSF). This project aims to collate findings 
on migration and water governance in the two hotspots 
within the purview of climate change impacts. Along with 
that capacity building of water professionals for 
implementation of water efficacy plans and engaging with 
policymakers for advocacy towards promoting adaptation 
options in water scarcity are important components of the 
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transfers. Livelihood resilience among migrants is better 
than non-migrants in semi-arid regions because of 
diversification of livelihood opportunities, remittances, 
innovation and establishing new social capital and networks. 
Ms Qaisrani said that migration is emerging as a positive 
force for reducing poverty and increasing resilience. There is 
a need for better management of migration, mainstreaming 
migration and migrants in development goals, planning and 
allocation of funds and investment in human capital, 
especially in rural areas. Finally, she concluded by 
recommending domestic migration policy for Pakistan 
which is also stressed under SDG 10.7 i.e. facilitate orderly, 
safe, regular and responsible migration and mobility of 
people, including through the implementation of planned 
and well-managed migration policies. 

Dr Bashir Ahmad discussed the dynamics of water 
governance including challenges, less focused aspect of 
water economy, climate change scenarios, food energy and 
water nexus and the way forward to sustainability. He said 
that for enhancing water storage capacity, Pakistan has no 
other option to meet ever-increasing supply gaps than 
building medium and large reservoirs on urgent basis. The 
key challenges faced in water governance are system 
inefficiencies, deteriorating infrastructure in domestic 

programme. 

Ms Ayesha Qaisrani presented the study on Potential of 
Migration as an Adaptation Strategy in Semi-Arid Regions 
and Indus River Basins in Pakistan. The objectives of this 
study were to understand key climate vulnerabilities in semi-
arid regions and Upper Indus Basin, drivers and patterns of 
migration and linkages between migration and livelihood 
resilience in these regions. Indus Basin is dependent on 
upstream snow and ice reserves of Hindukush and Himalaya 
mountains. The major climate impacts are average rise in 
temperature, glacial retreat in Karakoram and Hindukush, 
thirteen glacier surges and increased frequency of Glacial 
Lake Outburst Floods (GLOFs), intermittent flash floods in 
Upper Indus Basin and erratic rainfall, rise in temperature 
and increased incidence of heat waves, droughts and floods 
in semi-arid regions, which collectively raise farm level risks 
and rural livelihood vulnerabilities also. Rural women are 
among the most exposed to climate risks because they have 
limited resources, low mobility which limits their capacity to 
manage climate risks. Migration is a common livelihood 
strategy and is gendered in nature. Drivers of migration in 
glacier-fed river basins and semi-arid regions of Pakistan are 
food insecurity, low wage rates, lack of employment, quality 
education and health services, better wages in cities and job 
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and safety protocols at work places and investment in human 
capital to increase productivity and employment growth, 
especially in areas which are prone to rising temperatures.  
    
Mr Nisar Memon highlighted that human security is central 
to water, climate change and policy management. The world 
is facing fresh water and ground water availability issues and 
water management is fundamental for addressing droughts, 
diseases and livelihoods. He shared that historically, 
Pakistan has experienced three major mass migrations: 
migration in 1947 with the creation of Pakistan, in 1971 
people migrated after Bangladesh partition and migration 
after 1979 Afghan war. In terms of natural disasters induced 
displacement, incident of 2005 earthquake, flood of 2010, 
drought in Tharparkar displaced 1.6 billion and storms 
displaced 718 million people. Mr Memon agreed that 
migration is considered as a challenge from development 
point of view but it is an opportunity as well. Rather than 
considering it as negative, or anti-city, migration policy 
should be taken positively and pro-rural approach should be 
adopted. Remittances should be managed properly and 
through a people-centric approach. He also stressed on the 
development of alternate livelihood opportunities at the rural 
level to better manage migration. In order to improve 
agriculture sector, there is need for introducing proper 
pricing mechanism along with subsidy and incentive based 
mechanism.  

Mr Shams ul Mulk discussed the floods experienced in 
Pakistan and the existing institutional framework and 
functional activities of WAPDA. 'We need to carry out 
capacity audit of institutions, and start diverting our attention 
to institutions and their capacity building. Pakistan is facing 
serious problem of glacier melting, water scarcity etc. but 
unfortunately politically we are not on same page,' he 
warned.

During the question-and-answer session, participants urged 
that there is need for awareness programmes in rural and 
urban areas to address water and migration issues. Dr Bashir 
pointed out that organizations like NRSP have deep roots and 
these organizations should be included in partnership by the 
government to reach out at the local level. We also need to 
identify progressive farmers and highlight their efforts and 
encourage them. Mr Memon stressed that Pakistan needs to 
build water storage dams and resolve issues through mutual 
consultation which is above personal interests and which is 
focused on the interests of the nation.

irrigation and drainage, water logging and salinity, 
transboundary disputes, no consolidation and lack of clarity 
of roles and representatives at different administrative levels, 
and no central monitoring information system. Dr Ahmad 
informed that climate change impacts are faced through 
change in annual mean temperature and uncertain 
precipitation which have impacted agriculture severely. 
Water storage capacity, degrading ecosystem, inefficient 
irrigation system and reactive flood control rather proactive 
approach are less focused aspects of water economy. The 
speaker was of the view that Pakistan has to transform either 
by force or by choice. It requires political will, enabling 
policies, huge investment and supportive industries. He 
concluded that 'we need to move from subsidy to incentive-
based policies which should also include manufacturers and 
service providers along with farmers.

Dr Imran Khalid focused on how institutions are working 
with regard to water governance, flood risk management and 
political economy. He described major flood losses caused 
by 2010 floods and the dozens of institutions that are working 
in the area of disaster management in Pakistan like the 
National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) and 
Water and Power Development Authority (WAPDA), etc. 
According to Dr Khalid, people often blame religious 
misdeeds that lead to wrath from God when floods come or 
hold India responsible for letting out all the water to flood 
Pakistan; and some feel that provincial governments are 
involved in breaching embankment etc. He stressed that 
early warning systems should be revamped and more people-
centric and gender inclusive disaster risk management 
policies should be designed. 

Mr Muhammad Awais Umer discussed heat stress 
conditions and their impact on migration decisions. Heat 
stress affects individual's attitude, performance and overall 
health who work under direct sunlight or physical work. He 
informed that Faisalabad has faced significant temperature 
rise and reduced productivity of workers and agriculture 
production, and so migration can act as an adaptation 
strategy to cope with impacts of heat stress by diversification 
of livelihood. Data was collected from Faisalabad by 
randomly selecting 80 households; 40 from rural and 40 
from peri-urban areas. The results of the study found that 
heat stress was dependent on house structure and drinking 
water were common coping measures. Poverty was found to 
be a major barrier in adaptation to heat stress. He 
recommended availability of proper preventive measures 
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Speakers: 
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Report by: Asif Javed, SDPI

The session was based on the notion that development in the 
South Asian region is largely unequal leaving millions of 
people behind. The discrimination takes place with 
vulnerable groups and they are unable to raise voice for their 
rights and freedom. 

Mr Ali Kemal raised two key questions, i.e. what policies 
can be devised to fulfil the needs of left behind populations 
and what are the global development agendas the countries 
in the region can adopt to ensure their gains are not easily 

Session B-10

Leaving No one Behind: South Asia's Biggest Development Opportunity

reversed and that further progress does not come at the cost 
of the most deprived people living there.

Ms Amina Khan pointed out that significant developments 
have taken place that helped decrease the extreme 
deprivations throughout the world. However the progress 
remained unequal as a huge number of people attained 
marginal gains. She said that the South Asian region must 
now aim to increase the efforts for the people, who are living 
in worst conditions in order to ensure their welfare. Using 
insights from ODI's latest research, the presentation of Ms 
Amina indicated to two key aspects of the 'leave no one 
behind' agenda: one is definitional, the second is practical. 
She said the definitional aspects are related to enhancement 
in people's welfare, reduction in extreme poverty, 
minimizing inequalities, and redressal of discriminatory 
barriers which can develop from geography or social 
identity. The practical aspects relate to actions for furthest 
behind and especially before South Asian countries cross the 
first 1,000 days mark of their endorsement of the Sustainable 
Development Goals.

Mr Ali Khizar said that during the last decade Pakistan 
observed decline in poverty level but the nutrition and health 
indicators got worsened for which rise in food prices is a 
major element. He quoted that according to UNHCR for 
poverty headcount, India and Bangladesh are in a better 
position as compared to Pakistan. The wheat support price 
introduction in Pakistan in 2008 was the prime factor behind 
increase in the food prices. Thus affordability of 
marginalized groups declined which resulted in unhealthy 
nutrition level and, in turn, unhealthy workforce as labour 
productivity reduced in Pakistan. Mr Ali Khizar suggested 
that we should do away from support price mechanism and in 

Research & News Bulle�n 



58

which are very poor. One reason for this is the unequal 
distribution of resources among districts where deprived 
regions get minimum funds. Private investment in poor 
regions is also very low due to which these districts are left 
behind in progress. Then the districts are not connected with 
the markets. Mr. Shakeel suggested that local governance 
can be beneficial in this regard. More provinces are required 
to improve the situation. 

Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri said that the multi dimensional 
poverty ignores the lower-strata group and there is a need to 
focus on them. Insecure individuals can be exploited by other 
groups so it is required to bring them in the mainstream. Dr 
Abid said that food habits of people are different according to 
income group and policy makers should consider this fact. 
He indicated that the proposal of zero hunger was presented 
by SDPI to the government for which BISP and Ministry of 
Food Security can work in close harmony. 

Ms Marvi Memon highlighted the performance of BISP in 
addressing the poverty mitigation in Pakistan. She said that 
BISP has targeted agenda and it developed National Social 
Economic Directory, which provides exact information 
regarding households. BISP has offices in deprived areas as 
well which helps provide the services to the poor households 
of deprived regions. She said that the youths' voice is 
important which cannot be ignored. She also recognized the 
fact that mal-management, governance and training are 
serious issues which restrict the effective service provision. 
Marvi said that service level needs to be increased to improve 
the effectiveness of BISP and specific research is required for 
an impact evaluation. She pointed out that BISP has 
extensive dataset of households which can be used for other 
social safety net programmes.  

place, direct subsidy for farmer inputs should be introduced 
which is being practiced in India. He further recommended 
that marketable solutions by private sector food companies, 
public private partnership in fortification of food and 
especially in wheat can be useful measures. Apart from that 
portfolio enhancement of the Benazir Income Support 
Program (BISP) can also bring about positive results.

Dr Sheryar Toru highlighted his research on the youth in 
D.I. Khan district of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. He said that 
unequal access to basic services, non-transparency in jobs 
and ethnic discrimination are the key reasons of exclusion. 
He pointed out that severe inequalities in both male and 
female youths are causing dissatisfaction. Lack of access to 
clean drinking water and health services are other major 
reasons of distress among youths. Prevalence of poverty and 
limited employment opportunities also contribute to 
inequality. Dr Sheryar stressed the need to devise inclusive 
policies and adopt an interventionist approach to analyze the 
social and other forms of inclusion which requires the study 
of state legitimacy within the framework of the governance 
quality. 

Mr Mazhar Siraj said that affordability of food is only one 
element whereas nutrition is much more complicated to 
tackle. He said that extreme poverty has declined during last 
few years in whole of Asia led by East Asia and China, 
however in South Asia gaps still exist and people live below 
the poverty-line. Inequality and deprivation are major 
elements for South Asia to counter in the years to come. 
Prioritization and fast tracking should be the center points to 
tackle the poverty for India and Pakistan. We need more data 
on the number of indicators in a number of areas; we don't 
know much such as disability and child labor. Benazir 
Income Support data can be valuable in this regard. 
Shakeel Ahmed said that there are districts in Pakistan 
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Session B-11

Achieving a Food Secure and Nutritious Pakistan: Identifying Practical
Pathways Forward

Professor Stephen Davies presented the study Key 
Messages from the IFPRI/AKU Food Security and Nutrition 
Strategic Review conducted by IFPRI and Agha Khan 
University. Dr Davies highlighted the food security and 
nutrition situation of Pakistan, and said that while 'Pakistan 
is home to the third largest population of stunted children in 
the world', there is also a ray of hope with renewed 
commitment by federal & provincial governments for food 
security and nutrition in the country. He further to explained 
that 44% of the population consumes less than 2350 kcal per 
day and serious micro-nutrient deficiencies also prevail in 
Pakistan's population. Reviewing the provincial situation, he 
stated their data shows that Punjab has the highest number of 
undernourished women and children and 26% children are 
born stunted in Pakistan. Even if SDG target of zero hunger is 
achieved, Punjab still needs to focus on maternity health and 
sanitary issues to decrease the rate of child mortality. He also 
highlighted that estimated cost of malnutrition to the 
economy is nearly 3% of GDP per year, higher than the cost 
of the energy crisis. Dr Davies suggested that Pakistan can 
improve these numbers by shifting part of the budget from 
agricultural subsidies to nutrition intervention packages and 
research and development. 'However, interventions are not 
enough to address the issue of stunting, we would also need 
to ensure stable incomes for the agricultural industry, 
accessible food and hygiene and sanitation awareness,' he 
urged. The speaker recommending that 'we need to have 
composite interventions where we not only focus on 
agricultural productivity but also accessibility, nutrition, 
sanitation and maternal health.' 

Dr Mubarik Ali presented details about the Cluster 
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After the presentation, the session discussants outlined their 
views. Dr Aamer Irshad discussed various points related to 
the presentations given by Prof. Davies, Dr. Ali and Dr Khan. 
He mentioned that the GoP is supporting the sugar industry 
with subsidies and hence, it is difficult to promote 
agricultural diversity, especially in the provinces. He warned 
that during the past 3 years, trade balance of food and 
agriculture has become negative and this is a very alarming 
situation. Mr Imran Shauket informed that 65% of 
Pakistan's workforce is involved in agriculture directly or 
indirectly. But, more and more farmers are moving to other 
occupations, malnutrition is increasing, stunting is 
increasing, and hence we need to start thinking about the 
future of Pakistan. He further added, 'we need to develop a 
holistic value chain to improve the situation of agriculture, 
food security and nutrition.' Dr Tausif Akhtar Janjua 
highlighted that Pakistan lacks translation of different 
policies into action plans. 'We surely need to implement 
policies first and then look out for issues.' He added that this 
is the only way we can achieve a food secure and nutritious 
Pakistan. 

The Chair of the session Dr Mary Hobbs insisted that there 
is a room for improved agricultural productivity but the main 
issue lies with malnutrition and stunting. She added 50% of 
Pakistan's population will never achieve its mental and 
physical capabilities and this is a huge price to pay. She 
concluded that 'such discussions bring communities and 
brilliant ideas together and we should all work to turn these 
recommendations into action.' 

Development Project initiated by the Planning Commission. 
The first part of the project was to identify commercialisation 
of value chains. Dr Mubarik said that commercialisation can 
be an important tool for development when it is carefully 
planned in a way to maximise returns from natural resource 
endowment in the face of emerging markets. The objective 
of the study was to analyse the potential of Pakistan's 
agricultural commodities along the value chain to see if these 
are made internationally competitive and suggest way 
forward to improve agricultural exports in the national and 
international markets. He explained that the potential of 
agricultural commodities can be achieved by two approaches 
i.e. expansion in production base and improvement in quality 
in line with global standards. The speaker informed that 
'there is a problem in Pakistan's international value chain 
because of which prices of commodities are lower than 
average world prices. Out of 38 commodities, 22 
commodities have lower export prices than the average 
world export price which indicates serious issues in our 
value chains and commercial strategy.' Dr Mubarik said that 
'if we improve the total potential of the agricultural value 
chain, Pakistan can achieve an increase of US$ 20.55 billion. 
From the total potential of improving the value chain (~US$ 
9.2 billion), over 50% (~US$ 5.0 billion) can be achieved by 
improving the quality and export base equal to the world 
average level. Another 30% of the potential can be obtained 
by improving the quality of just 10% of the domestically 
traded produce equal to the export standard. Dr Mubarik 
suggested creating a consortium of investors and to include 
cluster development in mega projects of the Planning 
Commission. 

Dr Muhammad Azeem Khan gave a presentation titled 
Developing Policies to Ensure Food Security in Pakistan. Dr 
Khan started his presentation by briefing about the National 
Agriculture Policy. The policy is focused towards alleviating 
hunger, promoting sustainable food production systems and 
promoting the agriculture industry. Dr Khan, then, presented 
the overview of crop production and productivity in 
comparison with other countries. Over the years with 
coordination efforts, R&D and international support, 
Pakistan has achieved higher than average wheat crop yields. 
However, he confessed that a 2017 Food Security 
Assessment Survey showed that 35% households in Pakistan 
have low dietary diversity and prevalence of under 
nourishment is 22%. He insisted that Pakistan must invest in 
agriculture to improve the food security and nutrition status 
of the country, and at the end  mentioned some of the flagship 
programmes by the Government of Pakistan (GoP) in this 
regard. 
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Chair: Ms Sheema Kermani, Tehrik-e-Niswan, Culture 
Action Group, Karachi, Pakistan

Discussant: Ms Bandana Rana, Member, UN CEDAW 
Committee, Nepal

Panel Organizers: Dr Nathalène Reynolds and Mr Asif 
Javed, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), 
Islamabad, Pakistan 

Speakers:
Ÿ Dr Nathalène Reynolds, Independent Researcher, and 

Visiting Fellow, Sustainable Development Policy 
Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan 

Ÿ Ms Shireen Gheba, Artist and Writer, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Ÿ Mr Raza Naeem, Instructor, Beaconhouse School 

Systems, Lahore, Pakistan 
Ÿ Ms Nazima Shaheen, Environment Specialist, 

Islamabad, Pakistan 

Report by: Syeda Rubab Bokhari, SDPI

Changing a centuries old patriarchal system from which 
many benefit – notwithstanding their professions of good 
faith, remains a sensitive matter as many prefer minor 
alterations to thorough  structural reform. Examples of 
resistance abound around the world: from all social classes 
and all religions. Pakistan joined the global campaign for 
gender equality in odd circumstances, following the attacks 
of 11 September 2001 and the American-led operation 
Enduring Freedom that began the following month in 
Afghanistan. Numerous NGOs, sometimes of very recent 
foundation, stood up bravely to initiate the campaign. This 
provoked the anger of conservative political and religious 
groups, both in remote regions, as well as cities such as 
Peshawar whose sociological make-up had already been 
profoundly transformed by events in Afghanistan in the 
1980s. Female and male social workers paid with their lives 
as a result of the effort to challenge the structure of society. 
For parts of civil society, they served to inspire other 
Pakistani women and men to take up the struggle. This 
session evaluated the efforts of NGOs that have worked to 
promote the condition of women, as well as look at the 
actions of role models who have left their mark on the 
struggle to promote gender equality in the region.

Dr Nathalene Reynolds presented her paper titled On 
Malala Yousafzaia's Contribution to Improving the Situation 
of Pakistani Women and examined the journey of an eleven-
year-old girl who wrote, while her home province – the Swat, 
was besieged by the Taliban, a BBC Urdu blog. Dr Reynolds 
said that education was an invaluable window for Malala on 

Session B-12

Promoting Gender Equality: Icons of Feminism in South Asia 

the world, a promise that life would not be dominated only by 
domestic work, maternity and upbringing of children alone.  
She, then, looked at what might be considered the 
instrumentalisation by the West of the Malala Yousafzai 
phenomenon. Governments, the media and civil society in 
North America and Western Europe have not usually shown 
so much interest in understanding the positions defended by 
educated circles in Muslim societies, preferring more often 
to qualify them as conservative if not backward. They have 
been less used to welcoming a young woman who continues 
to wear a headscarf. She questioned whether it was 
Yousafzai's youth that inspired genuine sympathy or the 
world powers were rejecting all responsibility for the terrible 
consequences of the 'War on Terror' in Afghanistan and 
Pakistan, seeking to soothe their consciences, while intoning 
the salutary qualities of education against the evils that 
undermined many societies in the developing world. In 
parallel, they tended to imply that the struggle undertaken by 
Malala Yousafzai in her country was in some way unique. 
She then examined the remarkable work carried out in 
Pakistan and South Asia by other women like Farida 
Shaheed, Uma Chakravarty and Kamla Bhasin, often in very 
difficult circumstances. 'Indeed, their dedication and courage 
would turn them into icons of feminism the country could be 
proud of, were it not for the lack of media coverage', she 
pointed out. Dr Reynolds ended her presentation by 
reflecting on the instrumentalisation of the female body in 
the film, fashion and advertsing industries, which keeps 
reinforcing patriarchy around the world. 

Ms Shireen Gheba talked about the Seventy Years of 
Pakistan and the Icons of Feminism in Pakistan. She said that 
Quaid-i-Azam took a very positive initiative, by taking his 
sister Fatima Jinnah to all the important meetings and 
conferences, and promoting how women should be treated. 
Begum Rana Liaquat Ali was also very active along with her 
husband, the first Prime Minister of Pakistan Liaquat Ali 
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Women in Pakistan. He said that Ismat is universally 
regarded as one of the four pillars of Urdu fiction in our time, 
apart from her contemporaries Saadat Hasan Manto, Krishan 
Chander and Rajinder Singh Bedi. She had many nicknames 
among which two got more prominence, one was 'Female 
Manto' owing for her rebellious and daring persona; and the 
second was 'Lady Changez Khan' because she was a 
descendent of the Family of Tamerlane. Mr Naeem was 
disappointed that today the middle-class female is diverted 
from Chughtai and marginalising her legacy which might 
benefit them (in getting courage to break stereotypes) due to 
pop-schlock television serials and Bollywood advocating 
female submission and stereotyping.  He shared that critics 
have unfairly stereotyped Chughtai as a spokesperson for the 
respectable women of the Indian Muslim middle-class 
owing to her unmatched knowledge of the inner lives of the 
middle-class Muslim zenana. Some even refuse to regard her 
as a great fiction writer. The orthodox Muslim community 
was of the view at the time of her burial rites that she should 
be cremated rather than buried.  He further highlighted why 
Ismat Chughtai's women have lives and afterlives which 
continue with us into the present and combine strikingly in 
the persons of Yousafzai, Obaid-Chinoy and Baloch as case 
studies in both resistance and submission to patriarchy in 

Khan. Ms Gheba pointed out that in many ways Pakistani 
women have also been fortunate since, unlike many other 
countries, they never had to fight for the right to vote, or the 
right to drive, or the right to education. Naming a number of 
icons, she said that no matter how many icons are there in a 
society, change can only come from the grass-root level. 'For 
this mindsets of people need to be transformed, otherwise 
make as many law as you want, they would be of no use. 
Each one of us can bring change individually, we don't have 
to wait for the government to make the rules for us. In a 
Change Management, cultural changes can only be done if 
mentors and prominent influential personalities are ready to 
make the changes by example.' She further suggested that 
there should be free education for all in order to spread 
awareness. Giving technical education to become financially 
independent is of equal importance. Divorce law should not 
ask why a woman wants a divorce just as it is not asked of her 
why she wants to marry. Women should be paid the same as 
men in equal jobs, something which is not practiced even in 
developed countries today, she highlighted. 

Mr Raza Naeem discussed the great icon of Urdu literature, 
Ismat Chughtai, in his presentation titled Half-Women or 
Half-Dreams? The Lives and Afterlives of Ismat Chughtai's 
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feminism, not only in the Western world but particularly in 
Southeastern region. She went on to say that the 'importance 
of the significant role that male mentors have played in 
creating feminist icons should also be looked upon.' While 
commenting on Mr Raza Naeem's presentation, she said that 
there is need to start a new vocabulary (referring to the 
language that Ismat Chughtai invented) but that should of 
mutual respect and equality because negative idioms create a 
powerful impact on cultures, traditions and resistance. 
Lastly, commenting on Ms Shaheen's presentation she 
agreed that one should be 'innovative but in a culturally 
acceptable way' even though often it is on the basis of culture 
that most exploitation and violence takes place and 
sometimes these very cultures allow extremists to continue 
violence against certain minority groups, particularly 
women. At the end, she said that 'we should find ways engage 
with the media to build icons that can be symbols of 
empowerment and equality'. 

During the Q/A session, Ms Rana, answering a question from 
the audience, said that culture has positive and negative 
connotations as it depends on how you interpret culture and 
most of the time culture is interpreted in an exploitative 
manner and has been oppressive. She added that it is the duty 
of the educated and aware youth to be the voice of oppressed 
ones. 

Ms Sheema Kermani, the Chair of the session, concluded 
the panel by appreciated that such important issues had been 
brought into the limelight and also the participation of the 
active audience. 

South Asia in the 21st  Century. He shared the original 
translation of Chughtai's little-known essays Aurat (Woman) 
and Heroine which provocatively lay bare the hypocrisy of 
the male champions of women's rights and the myths they 
have constructed about (our) women; and her invention of 
nothing less than a new language for the women of our own 
time. At the end of his presentation, Mr Naeem hoped that the 
masterpieces of Ismat Chughtai aid a much needed 
understanding of her work, away from vilification and 
hagiography, especially for the new generation of readers in 
Pakistan's still young century. 

Ms Nazima Shaheen, after defining positive deviance and 
describing its principles and analysing the background of 
positive deviance in feminism, very couragiously told her 
own life story in order to offer herself as a source of 
inspiration, not only for women of our society but for every 
human being who aspires to inspire. She shared that she 
belongs to a village where she struggled hard to get education 
and make a career. According to her, this struggle is must in 
order to be a 'positive deviant'.  She acknowledged the role of 
her parents to be of paramount importance in her life. She 
concluded her presentation by saying that participation can 
be voluntary but consistancy is actually the actual key to 
progress. Sustainability can better be assured if it follows 
bottom-up approach. She added that the journey of feminism 
is very difficult and challenging and is always important to 
have enablers and pillars along the way.

The discussant of the panel, Ms Bandana Rana, talked 
about her experiences and gave her comments on the 
presentations. She said that Malala's case has been 
successfully  brought up and she has been an icon of 
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Moderator: Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive Director, 
Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), 
Islamabad, Pakistan

Panel Organizers: Ms Romina Khurshid Alam, Member 
National Assembly (MNA), Government of Pakistan; Mr 
Moazzam Bhatti and Mr Ghamze E Ali Siyal, Sustainable 
Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan

Speakers:
Ÿ Professor Naseem Khan Achakzai, Director, University 

of Management and Technology, Lahore, Pakistan
Ÿ Mr Ejaz Ahmed Hafeez, Deputy Mayor, Lahore, Pakistan
Ÿ Ms Maria Bastos, Assistant Professor, University of 

Management and Technology, Lahore, Pakistan
Ÿ Dr Noushen Hamid, Member of Provincial Assembly, 

Punjab, Pakistan
Ÿ Ms Romina Khurshid Alam, Member National Assembly 

(MNA), Government of Pakistan
Ÿ Ms Maliha Ali, Member Provincial Assembly, 

Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan
Ÿ Ms Shazia Sohail, Member National Assembly, 

Government of Pakistan
Ÿ Mr Awais Qasim, Member Provincial Assembly, 

Government of Punjab, Pakistan

Report by: Zainab Naeem, Fatima Jinnah Women 
University, Rawalpindi, Pakistan

Session B-13

Role of Women and Youth in Achieving SDGs

This session looked at the work being done by youth and 
women to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), their importance, and the negative impact on 
women and children if SDGs are not achieved. Dr Abid Q 
Suleri  provided an overview of the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) which is a graduation of 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). He said that while 
Pakistan along with the rest of the world has adopted these 
Goals by incorporating them in its Vision 2025, there is a 
great deal that needs to be done since the country was unable 
to move forward even on the MDGs and for SDGs, we need 
to engage and sensitise our local governments for 
implementation. Moreover, we need to eliminate disparity 
and inequalities for achieving these Goals, though in South 
Asia, overall there is a reduction in poverty but number of 
poor people is not decreasing. He cautioned that since aid 
and donations for SDGs implementation will not be provided 
so nations must forge partnerships. 

While discussing role of youth in achieving SDGs, Prof. 
Naseem Khan Achakzai gave details about the first 
International Youth Summit held in Lahore. More than 30 
foreign youth leaders participated in the Summit to discuss 
how SDGs can be achieved. He further explained that more 
than 90% of people under the age of 30 reside in Asia and 
Africa, so inclusiveness and gender equality were stressed 
during the Summit. The key issue that was identified as an 
obstacle for achieving SDGs was lack of coordination 
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local bodies to effectively address SDGs and to mitigate 
climate change because women and children are affected due 
to climate change impacts.  She informed that critical skill-
based education is also now a part of the Government's 
development agenda to engage youth, while violence against 
women is now addressed with strict liabilities for the 
culprits. 

Ms Maliha Ali also discussed that education, health and 
environment are the primary focus of KPK government 
which has revamped older policies and introduced ones with 
better implementation strategies. She mentioned awareness 
programmes that are being launched by the KPK 
government to engage youth and women in decision-
making. She recommended that there is a need to reduce 
gender disparity and enhance communication and 
networking for achieving SDGs. Ms Ali also urged that in 
order to reduce poverty, clean drinking water must be 
provided from local to national level, sports grounds need to 
be developed for youth in all provinces. 

Ms Shazia Sohail stated that the National Internship 
Programme which is an initiative of the Government to 
engage youth and utilize their capabilities for nation building 
and youth are being provided with latest software and 
laptops by the Prime Minister to facilitate them in education 
and employments. 

At the end of the discussion, speakers called for the 
formulation of a more comprehensive National Youth Policy 
and move legislation to reclaim playing grounds for youth all 
over the country. Furthermore, national databases need to be 
updated with proper statistics so that research-based policies 
can be formulated and implemented. It was also proposed 
that women and youth must be considered for projects that 
fall under domain of China Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) and social media along with electronic media should 
be utilized for promoting awareness about SDGs. It was 
unanimously agreed that SDGs should be incorporated in the 
curricula and trainings must be conducted in institutions to 
stop youth from diverting towards terrorism.

between government sectors, academia and youth in 
institutions so, there is a need to enhance connectivity by 
integrating modern technology. He recommended that there 
is a need to change our perspective regarding feminism by 
focusing on equal rights and responsibilities of both men and 
women. 

While discussing the role of Government of Pakistan, Mr 
Ejaz Ahmed Hafeez stated local bodies must be provided 
proper resources for implementation of SDGs, especially 
first 10 goals. Moreover, we need to sensitise our youth 
through capacity building about the importance of SDGs. He 
considered no funding for SDGs as a blessing in disguise 
because it helps nations to be self-dependent rather than 
becoming dependent on other nations. He lamented that 
education status is not up to the mark in Pakistan so there is a 
need to develop universities at the district level. Self-
accountability is a prerequisite for achieving SDGs, 
therefore, we need to work on this area as well, he 
recommended.

Ms Maria Bastos said that Pakistan is facing enormous 
challenges and gender disparity is one of them. Moreover, 
universities need to provide more opportunities for youth by 
designing relevant course outlines along with emphasis on 
teacher training for this purpose. 'We need to promote critical 
thinking among youth and universities have a vital role to 
play in this regard', she said. However, she recommended 
that if Pakistanis start implementing the Constitution of 1973 
properly, they won't be needing SDGs because the 
Constitution incorporates all 17 goals in the form of 
fundamental rights.  

Similarly, Dr Nousheen Hamid stressed on reducing the 
gender gap by introducing pro-women legislations and 
suggested that commercialization of education needs to be 
controlled and women economic empowerment must be 
promoted for achieving SDGs. Moreover, she stated that 
although the 18th Amendment has improved governance, 
local bodies are not provided with sufficient funds to 
implement  s t ra tegies  for  achieving SDGs.  She 
recommended that there is a need to strengthen local level 
institutions by improving synergy mechanism among 
provinces.

Speaking about the role of women, MNA Romina Khurshid 
highlighted the improvements brought about by the 18th 
Amendment which has resulted in more sector-specific 
legislation and planning. She mentioned two initiatives by 
the Government which includes formation of Women 
Parliamentarians Caucus and Young Parliamentarians 
Forum, including SDGs task force which proposes strategies 
and monitoring mechanism directly to parliamentarians. 
Moreover, she said that the Government is taking measures 
to address lack of interaction between youth and 
policymakers. In addition to this, funds are being allocated to 
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Chair: Mr Syed Abu Ahmed Akif, Secretary, Ministry of 
Climate Change, Government of Pakistan

Discussants: Ms Simi Kamal, Sr. Group Head, Pakistan 
Poverty Alleviation Fund, Islamabad; Maj.Gen. Asghar 
Nawaz, Former Chairman, National Disaster Management 
Authority, Islamabad, Pakistan; and Ambassador Shafqat 
Kakakhel, Chairperson, Board of Governors, Sustainable 
Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan

Panel Organizers: Dr Imran Khalid and Mr Khaver Ahmed, 
Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), 
Islamabad, Pakistan

Speakers
Ÿ Dr Imran Khalid, Research Fellow, Sustainable 

Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, 
Pakistan

Ÿ Dr Maaz Gardezi, Assistant Professor, Department of 
Sociology and Rural Studies, South Dakota State 
University, Brookings, USA

Ÿ Ms Dur-e-Shahwar, Department of Rural Sociology, 
Institute of Agricultural Extension and Rural 
Development, Faisalabad, Pakistan

Report by: Ayesha Qaisrani, Sustainable Development 
Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan

This panel was sponsored by the project titled Pathways to 

Session B-14

Towards a Resilient Future: Adapting to Climate Change in Pakistan

Resilience in Semi-arid Economies (PRISE) that aims to 
create new knowledge about climate resilient and equitable 
economic development across Asia and Africa. To set the 
context of the discussion, Dr Imran Khalid introduced the 
objectives of PRISE project and presented PRISE research 
findings in Pakistan under three research strands: climate 
change and migration as an adaptation strategy, climate 
change and cotton value chain, and political economy of 
water governance in Pakistan.

The study titled 'Pathways to Resilience: Nexus between 
Floods, Cotton Value Chain and Migration' shows that 
planned migration has the potential to improve the livelihood 
resilience of rural households as it improves the adaptive, 
absorptive and anticipatory capacities of rural households. In 
terms of cotton value chain, it was observed that 
vulnerability is highest for the lowest end of the value chains 
i.e. the production level. Cotton farmers are mostly utilizing 
reactive approaches to deal with climate change impacts 
rather than anticipatory strategies. With regard to water 
management during floods, Dr Khalid highlighted that the 
frequency of floods has risen recently and these floods are 
responsible adversely impacting agricultural livelihoods and 
causing displacement of people. Those who are the most 
affected have minimum political voice and thus their needs 
and problems go largely unnoticed. All three projects found 
that women are the most vulnerable and have the least 
adaptive capacities. Findings of all three PRISE projects can 
be synthesized under the overarching themes of Vision 2025 
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b) Allocation of limited resources.
c) Growth at what level (national, community or 
household). 

For sustainable development, there is a need for refocusing 
the development objectives. To address these issues, Dr 
Gardezi suggested a shift in achieving development through 
promoting risk management. He talked about the concept of 
adaptive development that takes into account agency of 
people so that development reduces discrimination and 
shame. Adaptive development also introduces generic as 
well as specific tools such as health and education (generic 
tools) and adaptation technologies and infrastructure for 
climate resilient development (specific tools). 

Ms Dur-e-Shahwar presented a case study of district Jhang 
for understanding the impact of migration in climate 
resilience and agricultural productivity in semi-arid regions 
of Pakistan. In her study titled 'Impact of Human Migration 
on Climate Change Resilience and Agriculture Productivity 
A Case Study in District Jhang', she revealed that 67% of 
geographical area in the country is characterized as semi-
arid. As per the farmers' perceptions, increase in droughts 
and floods are the main climate change impacts in district 

of Pakistan and to SDGs. Major recommendations coming 
out of the project include: 1) need for enhancing adaptive 
capacities of rural households, 2) facilitate planned 
migration in a way that major urban hubs are not burdened, 
and 3) Enhance women's access to financial resources. 

Dr Maaz Gardezi talked about climate resilient development 
by focusing on the risks faced by people and understanding 
how the human, natural, socioeconomic and ecological 
system connects to the environment. The title of his study 
was 'Climate-Compatible Development: Assessing Generic 
and Specific Adaptive Capacity of Farm Households in 
Pakistan'. He discussed that the rural sector is closely tied to 
the environment; however, it faces numerous vulnerabilities 
owing to high rates of multidimensional poverty. Some 39% 
of the country is lies below the threshold level of 
multidimensional poverty. In this context, climate change, 
through the risks that it introduces, acts as a threat multiplier. 
Historically, development policies have only focused on 
growth but there are three issues with this kind of 
development: 

a) Issue of sustainable development: adaptation and 
development contested subjects. 
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resources from the government budget, which has led to it 
being a 'beggar ministry'. Talking about migration, he said 
that unplanned migration and urbanization needs to be 
stopped. “This country does not need any disaster, it can just 
collapse under the pressure of its huge population”, he stated. 
Mr Syed Abu Ahmed Akif reaffirmed that the Ministry 
receives very limited resources, only 0.08% of the 
government's budget. He stated that effective local 
government is the most important factor for action, as 
climate change is a provincial subject. Water shortage needs 
to be addressed as Pakistan wastes the most water for every 
dollar produced in the country. Good governance also has a 
demand side, so there is a need to create a social demand for 
good governance. He also informed the audience about an 
initiative that aims to blend traditional indigenous 
knowledge with modern science in Pakistan. He clarified 
that the Ministry is merely tapping on the clause of Common 
but Differentiated Responsibilities and should not be called a 
'beggar ministry'. 

During the interactive discussion with the audience, a 
question was raised on why Pakistan cannot label its rivers as 
'living entities' like India and New Zealand have done so. The 
Chair responded that this is a symbolic gesture and though a 
good initiative, Pakistan already has a lot of laws, the issue is 
just of implementation. Maj. Gen. Nawaz added to it and 
stated that in the National Flood Protection Act 4, a river act 
has been added that aims to protect the sanctity of the water 
ways. The importance of taking personal actions and 
changing our own consumption behaviours to protect the 
environment and climate action were also prime elements in 
the discussion session.  

Jhang. Many believe that deforestation and forest burning 
are the main causes leading to these impacts. Farmers 
reported that water stress is affecting cereal production and 
livestock production is decreasing by as much as 20-30%. 
For many, migration is a common coping strategy. Using 
alternative crop varieties and seeds is also used as an 
adaptation strategy. Econometric testing showed that there 
exists a significant positive correlation between migration 
(permanent and temporary) and climate change. Ms 
Shahwar proposed that the government should provide these 
farmers with climate resilient crop varieties to enhance their 
productivity and environmental laws should be implemented 
for positive outcomes. 

Ms Simi Kamal stated that Pakistan is highly vulnerable as it 
is not only a climate hotspot but it also faces political 
instability, which adds to its overall vulnerability. Talking 
about water insecurity, she stated that it is not only because of 
climate change but also because of explosive population 
growth. She was of the view that political economy and 
inefficient governance are the main barriers in implementing 
the existing policies for environment conservation and 
climate change mitigation and adaptation. Ms Kamal also 
gave an overview of a civil society led water policy that she 
drafted with inputs from various high level experts. 

Maj. Gen. Asghar Nawaz stated that climate-led permanent 
migration is more serious of a case in coastal areas, where the 
sea-level rise is taking up the land. In Pakistan, another case 
of Attabad Lake, which was formed as a result of landslide, 
displaced whole villages. People not only lost their land, but 
they also face threat to their identity and culture. In the 
context of Disaster Risk Reduction, Maj. Gen. Nawaz 
suggested strengthening our local government, raising 
awareness among the masses and mobilizing resources for 
action. He stated that flood itself is not a threat, its poor flood 
management that makes it a disaster. He described climate 
change as a dynamic threat, one that needs constant planning 
for loner terms. We also need an enabling environment to 
implement the already formulated policies. 

Ambassador Shafqat Kakakhel gave an overview of the 
policy development in Pakistan related to climate change. He 
stated that until 2008, the then Ministry of Environment was 
poorly equipped to develop a climate policy. The Task Force 
on Climate Change formed in 2008 was the first step in 
formulating policy, but even then it lacked representation of 
some key players such as the Ministry of Health. The report 
developed by the Task Force still remains one of the most 
comprehensive documents for climate change impacts and 
actions required in Pakistan. He stated that merely forming a 
Ministry is not sufficient; rather involvement of all relevant 
departments is required as climate change is not a sectoral 
issue. Ambassador Kakakhel also gave an overview of the 
Climate Change Act of 2017 and what it entails. He stated 
that the Ministry of Climate Change does not have sufficient 
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Moderator: Mr Ahad Nazir, Sustainable Development 
Policy Institute, Islamabad, Pakistan 

Panel Organizers: Mr Hammad Siddiqui, Center for 
International Private Enterprise (CIPE), Karachi, Pakistan; 
Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Mr Ahad Nazir, Mr Ahmad Shah Durrani, 
and Mr Wasif Naqvi, Sustainable Development Policy 
Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan

Opening Remarks and Presentations
Ÿ Mr. Hammad Siddiqui, Country Director, Center for 

International Private Enterprise (CIPE), Karachi, 
Pakistan

Ÿ Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director, 
Sustainable Development Policy Institute, Islamabad, 
Pakistan

Ÿ Mr Sakib  Sheran i ,  Chief  Execut ive  Officer, 
Macroeconomics Insights (Pvt.) Ltd, Islamabad, 
Pakistan 

Speakers:
Ÿ Mr Ali Khizar Aslam, Head of Research, Business 

Recorder, Lahore, Pakistan
Ÿ Mr Ehsan Malik, CEO, The Pakistan Business Council, 

Karachi, Pakistan
Ÿ Dr Fareed Ahmed Paracha, Secretary General, Jamat-i-

Islami, Pakistan
Ÿ Ms Naeema Kishwar, Member National Assembly, 

Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (JUI-F), Mardan, Government of 
Pakistan

Ÿ Dr Shazia Aslam, Member National Assembly, Pakistan 
People's Party (PPP), Sukkur, Government of Pakistan

Ÿ Mr Jan Achakzai, PML (N), Advisor to Chief Minister, 
Balochistan, Quetta

Ÿ Mr Syed Yawar Ali, Chairman Nestle & Pakistan Dairy 
Association (PDA), Lahore, Pakistan

Ÿ Dr Aliya H. Khan, Professor of Economics, Quaid-i-
Azam University, Islamabad, Pakistan

Ÿ Dr Saira Ahmed, Assistant Professor, Capital University 
of Science and Technology (CUST), Islamabad, Pakistan

Ÿ Mr Asim Ghaffar, Vice President Research & 
Development, LMKR, Islamabad, Pakistan

Ÿ Mr Imran Jattala, Director, Hult Prize, Pakistan
Ÿ Mr Shah Saud Sahibzada, Co-Founder, Epiphany, 

Pakistan
Ÿ Mr Ahmad Qadir, Director General, Competition 

Commission of Pakistan, Islamabad, Pakistan
Ÿ Mr Naveed Iftikhar, Consultant, PRIME Institute, 

Islamabad, Pakistan
Ÿ Ms Ayesha Bilal, COO, PRIME Institute, Islamabad, 

Pakistan
Ÿ Ms Samar Hasan, Co-founder, Epiphany, Pakistan

Session B-15

Public-Private Dialogue on Economic Agenda for Elections 2018 Roundtable Meeting 

Report by: Abbas Murtaza Maken, Sustainable 
Development Policy Institute, Islamabad, Pakistan

This special roundtable focused on initiating a public-private 
discourse involving stakeholders from the political, 
academic and business community to develop a cohesive 
economic agenda for Pakistan's General Elections in 2018. 
Commencing the session, the moderator Mr Ahad Nazir 
introduced the representatives from Pakistan People's Party, 
the Pakistan Muslim League (N), the Jamat-e-Islami and 
Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (F) along with members of the private 
sector.

The first panellist Mr Hammad Siddiqui began by talking 
about the role of CIPE, an affiliate of the US Chamber of 
Commerce, which was at the forefront of the private sector to 
push for economic reforms. He added that this was manifest 
in CIPE's contribution to the Code of Corporate Governance 
issued by the Securities and Exchange Commission of 
Pakistan (SECP) in collaboration with the International 
Finance Commission (IFC) in 2012. This Code was 
instrumental in determining rules for corporate governance 
in state owned enterprises, family businesses and Small and 
Medium Enterprises. Deeming the discussion held in session 
A-6 on 'Pakistan at 100: Envisioning Reforms to Accelerate 
and Sustain Inclusive Growth' highly relevant, Mr Siddiqui 
talked about its main takeaways. While giving a brief 
overview of A-6, he reflected on the comments of Dr 
Nadeem-ul-Haque, former Deputy Chairman Planning 
Commission who said that policymakers should think deeply 
before developing the economic reform agenda. Mr Siddiqui 
also shared that Mr Nadeem Javed, Chief Economist of 
Planning Commission had spoken about how a home grown 
reform agenda could only be successful if there was 
sufficient dialogue between the state and the private sector. 
He further highlighted the importance of what Ms Samar 
Hasan, the Co-founder of Epiphany had said regarding 
women's participation being imperative for inclusive 
growth. In pursuit of this, he stressed the need to work 
closely with the VP Federation of Pakistan Chambers of 
Commerce & Industry (FPCCI), Masooma Sibtain, to create 
a conducive environment for women businesses and 
empower them through the national economic agenda. In 
fact, Mr Siddiqui held that in the past, political parties had 
neglected to engage the business community and largely 
overlooked them in their policy agendas and manifestos. 
Commending the role of SDPI, he said that the institute can 
interact with individual business as well as the provincial and 
Federal Chambers of Commerce and Industries in order to 
propel Pakistan towards robust economic growth.
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are of particular concerns since Pakistan ranked at 147th 
place in the Ease of Doing Business this year, he stated. Upon 
conclusion of his presentation, Dr Ahmed hoped to 
effectively communicate the key messages from the 
roundtable to the political parties for incorporation in their 
manifestos. 
 
After this presentation, Mr Shakib Sherani presented his 
views on Institutional Reforms in Pakistan. Mr Sherani 
opined that manifestos put forth by various political parties 
were often shaped by political ideology rather than an 
economic agenda containing remedies for institutional 
weaknesses. He elaborated that a decline has been witnessed 
in the country's economic performance in the past 5 years, 
with the growth rate being half that of the long run growth in 
Pakistan and half of the South Asian average. This is in 
contrast to China, where the country grew at 10% over the 
past 35 years. Besides, the dismal performance on the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and other 
development indicators had worsened the socio-economic 
conditions of the people. Regional neighbours, except 
Bangladesh, which Pakistan was once ahead of, have 
exceeded the country's per capita growth rates. Exports as a 
fraction of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) constitute 10.9% 
in Pakistan as opposed to other countries like India and 

Dr Vaqar Ahmed delivered a presentation on the Draft 
Economic Agenda for Elections 2018. He began by stating 
that there are primarily two motivations behind the Draft 
Agenda. These include receiving timely inputs from all 
stakeholders as well as having timely debates around 
manifestos as such debates were fundamental to the 
formulation of any party's manifesto. The Agenda presented 
for 2018 consisted of jointly developed proposals by CIPE 
and SDPI along with feedback received during the 19th SDC 
2016 as well as extensive consultations with the business 
community across Pakistan. Dr Ahmed further talked about 
prioritising reforms in key areas of the economy which 
involve boosting competitiveness of manufacturing, 
industrial, energy and agricultural sectors; raising 
investment and fostering women entrepreneurship and 
social enterprise development. Other measures like 
streamlining tax administration and policy reforms in the 
taxation system are important given the huge number of tax 
authorities as they dramatically raise compliance costs and 
reduce tax revenues. Dr Ahmed also described the four- 
pronged strategy in the Economic Agenda to revitalise 
public-private dialogue; lower the cost of doing business; 
and incentivising competition and entrepreneurship; along 
with reforming the manufacturing and agriculture sectors. 
The factors stymieing the growth of entrepreneurial activity 
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in turn, adversely impacted the formal economy, lowering 
investments and stunting job creation in the country, he said. 
While giving his final remarks, Mr Sherani, recommended 
that reforms should be chosen in a sequential manner and 
their selection should be based on expending low political 
capital to focus on those with relatively high pay-offs (like 
tax revenue administration, etc.). 

Mr Ali Khizar Aslam stated that irrespective of the nature of 
successive military or democratic governments, little focus 
has been placed on reforming the economy. Although there 
have been some proposals which include demand-side 
remedies like appreciating the currency, they have not been 
proactively pursued. The neglect of backward linkages has 
often meant that products in the market are unprotected and 
thus, uncompetitive. For instance, despite there being a 
lobby for cotton yarn, Pakistan's cotton exports have 
stagnated as opposed to India's. If Pakistan's growth 
momentum could be sustained at 5% for the next 5-7 years, 
investors would flock to the country due to greater 
confidence in the returns for their investments, suggested Mr 
Aslam. This will also lead to a huge spike in Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI). He also pointed out that the PBC can act as 
an advocacy platform for pushing business friendly reforms. 
In addition, the country needs to strengthen its 

Vietnam where they stand at 23% and 90%, respectively. In 
particular, Mr Sherani stated that Pakistan's manufacturing 
exports have fallen to 6.5% from 13%.  Pakistan is a 
consumption powerhouse and not a production powerhouse, 
growth mainly comes from private investment. The country 
ranks at the 147th position out of all countries in its Human 
Development Index, primarily due to expenditure on 
education (2.7%) and health (0.7%) constituting a low share 
of GDP. In addition to this, the presenter lamented Pakistan's 
low ranking in particular its international competitiveness 
measured in terms of its Ease of Doing Business. He said that 
the issues stumping the country's economy are n0t only 
structural in nature – whether it is lack of growth and 
development or the lack of affordable power for the energy 
sector or the disempowerment of women and minorities, all 
the prevalent issues stem from poor institutional frameworks 
in Pakistan. Mr Sherani noted the enormous benefit of 
decreasing government apathy, since a slight improvement 
in governance could lead to a three-fold increase in per capita 
income. He also referenced a case study which gave an 
overview of the drawbacks inherent in the dysfunctional 
taxation system in Pakistan. Such drawbacks often consisted 
of bad policies; weak enforcement; excessive corruption, all 
of which led to predatory taxation and suboptimal outcomes 
by reducing tax compliance and ultimately the tax base. This, 
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government needs to work towards reducing non-welfare 
expenditures and allocate greater monetary resources for the 
provision of health and education facilities. Given the 
exorbitant level of corruption and money laundering, which 
is estimated to be $10 million dollars, the eradication of this 
should take the utmost priority by government officials. 
Besides this, water scarcity should be mitigated through the 
construction of dams for storage period of 180 days through 
public-private partnerships. The persistent problem of 
energy shortages and the resulting circular debt should be 
resolved through a revamped power production and 
distribution system and self-sufficiency in the production of 
petroleum products. A conducive environment for 
entrepreneurial activity should be fostered and expatriates 
should have an opportunity to reintegrate themselves in the 
business community. Dr Paracha also outlined certain targets 
such as raising GDP by 1% by boosting cotton production 
and increasing wheat production to 30 million tonnes. 
Underscoring the importance of technology transfer to 
Pakistan, he said that even though South Korea and Pakistan 
were on a par in the 1960s, South Korea had rapidly 
transformed into a developed country because of the 
widespread availability of educational and vocational 
facilities. He also expounded on the need to expand the tax 
net and levy a 1% tax on manufactured goods for the purpose 
of revenue generation as well taxing revenues of all market 
committees by 0.5% and ultimately lowering indirect taxes 
while raising direct ones. Furthermore, he recommended the 
broadening of the tax base to 1 crore and convicting 
defaulters. In order to make the people compliant to the 
aforementioned changes, Dr Paracha urged the launching of 
a social campaign in conjunction with a political campaign. 

Ms Naeema Kishwar was of the view that despite all 
political parties having a party manifesto, there is no 
implementation. Thus, to improve the economy, peace and 
security in the country, institutions need to be developed. She 
stated that since the past 15 years she has been in office, 
political volatility in the country has endured. Ms Kishwar 
stated that the energy crisis should be controlled to revive 
industries and induce long-term investor confidence in 
Pakistan. There is a pertinent need to re-examine the 
country's policies and evaluate them on the basis of their 
impact on Pakistan's economy and labour. Pakistan has 
recently embarked on the China Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) without the formulation of long-term policy with 
regards to the project. This has raised concerns about the 
utility of the project for Pakistan, particularly given that no 
appraisal has been done to gauge the impact of Chinese 
currency and that the country only gains to receive 9% 
income from Gwadar. Ms Kishwar also highlighted the 
importance of re-examining Pakistan's foreign policy, noting 
that there had been a positive shift in relations with Turkey, 
Iran and Russia. She also said that there should be better 
management of the common border with Afghanistan. In the 

manufacturing base, build co-ordination among various 
sectors, fortify backward linkages and deal with the energy 
crisis efficaciously as local refineries can only start 
production if such issues were first resolved.

Mr Ehsan Malik began by talking about his experience in 
interacting with the manufacturing and banking sectors. He 
stated that having an agenda serves as the prelude for the 
private sector to engage with politicians. Policymakers 
should prioritise job creation, with half the jobs going to 
women as this will be fundamental to preventing social 
discord, he stated. As the economy and national accounts in 
particular have suffered from a series of crises over the past 
30 years, the need for reform is imperative, said Mr Malik. In 
his view, the government could remedy the situation through 
broadening the tax base and introducing reforms in the fiscal, 
trade, energy, exchange rates regimes. Most importantly, 
industries should be provided with consistent long-term 
policies. The government should also inhibit the Federal 
Board of Revenue's role to prevent it from making knee-jerk 
policies and confine its role solely to tax collection. In the 
end, Mr Malik proposed incorporating the potential for 
indigenous job creation and export generation through China 
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) in order to strengthen 
the economic stature of the country. 

Dr Fareed Ahmed Paracha, while acknowledging the 
importance of party manifestos said that his party had 
formed a permanent committee regarding manifesto 
formulation. He also reflected on the primary goals that had 
been envisaged in Jamat-i-Islami's manifesto. Dr Paracha 
said that the JI's adherence to these goals was manifest in its 
'corruption free, good governance' tenure in Karachi and the 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province. He stated that the primary 
target for future elections is the establishment of an Islamic 
welfare state. This shall be done through a multitude of 
measures including the elimination of interest from the 
banking system and the curbing of speculation and 
hoardings. The government should make itself more 
accountable to tackle the menace of corruption first by 
presenting an amendment in Parliament pertaining to this, he 
suggested. According to Dr Paracha, the aim of the next 
government should be the creation of 2 to 3 lakh jobs in the 
private sector. Given that a large portion of the budget is 
devoted towards servicing debt, steps need to be taken 
towards reducing dependency on debt (which constitutes 
5.8% of GDP). Women should be empowered in the social 
and economic arenas while the feudal system should be 
abolished. In addition, he proposed investments to be 
directed to agro-economics by making use of laser 
technology ubiquitous along with reduced input prices and 
increasing storage facilities to increase per acre yield, and 
ultimately domestic production and export of agri-based 
products to support Pakistani farmers. He noted that the 
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the implementation of government policies need to be held 
accountable. Besides this, he proposed Civil Service reforms 
and the creation of three distinct ministries geared towards 
separately dealing with taxation, commerce and finance. Mr 
Ali despaired over the exorbitant cost of the Government's 
unwillingness to reform, mentioning that the Government 
had lost $400 million because of PIA's poor performance. 
Despite Pakistan being an agrarian nation, governmental 
neglect of diary farmers has meant that the diary and 
livestock (only 11.5% of GDP) sectors of the economy have 
languished.

Dr Aliya H. Khan emphasised that any efforts towards 
institutional reform should be preceded by a comprehensive 
understanding of the intricacy of the institutional setup in the 
country. She said that reforms in the country should be 
filtered through relevant institutions. Besides this, 
participation of females in the labour force stands at 25%, 
which is the lowest in South Asia. This should necessitate 
governmental action to raise the number of women in the 
workforce and to ensure that women are employed in the 
formal economy, so that their participation can be accounted 
for by the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics. Lastly, she said that 
party manifestos should incorporate the significance of 
statistical data as a tracking and implementation mechanism.  

While comparing Pakistanis and Chinese, Dr Saira Ahmed 
said that it is imperative to study the differentials in hours of 
productive labour. She emphasised that Pakistan should 
make use of its membership of bilateral and multilateral 
trade blocs like Economic Cooperation Organisation (ECO) 
and South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation 
(SAARC) to promote trade and connectivity in the region. 
For this to happen though, the country's foreign policy needs 
to change in congruence with the trade policy. She further 
said that incidents like the exclusion of Afghanistan from the 
last ECO Summit held in Pakistan should be prevented. 
 
Mr Asim Ghaffar delivered a brief comment stating that if 
Pakistan wants to become a digital economy, its youth need 
to be trained and equipped to play a pivotal role in the 
transformation of the country. 

Mr Imran Jattala held that the all the parliamentarians 
should work together to focus on implementing measures for 
job creation. Furthermore, they should prioritise technology 
start-ups and attract investment for the private sector, in part 
by giving tax credits to start-ups.

Mr Shah Saud noted the collaboration between the Election 
Research Program, FAFEN and the Majlis-e-Amla cells in JI 
and Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf. He talked about the need for 
political stakeholders to have an informed opinion and work 
in coordination with civil society, to enhance and improve 
public participation. He recommended that the Right to 

area of budget and tax reforms, Pakistan could emulate 
India's example where the budget appraisals in assemblies 
lasts for 5-6 months. Speaking on behalf of her party, she said 
the JUI-F emphasises increasing the tax net as well as 
eliminating interest, with Khyber Bank having taken such an 
initiative. Moreover, as the results of the long delayed census 
shows a youth bulge, investments should be made to improve 
technical education facilities. Ms Kishwar also opined on the 
need for better policies to mitigate the impact of climate 
change in the country, given that Pakistan ranks 7th in terms 
of vulnerability to climate change. 

Dr Shazia Aslam said that often the role of those behind the 
policymakers is often overlooked even though they have to 
work with a team of larger people. She lamented that laws 
and policies are often applied according to the status of the 
people, whereas a uniform policy should be applicable for all 
citizens. She strongly urged that the agricultural sector in the 
country should be improved through carefully developed 
policies with greater of subsidies given to farmers. 
Additionally, hydel power of dams also needs to be 
harnessed to fulfil water consumption needs. Regarding 
COEC, she was of the view that there is still considerable 
ambiguity and concerns among the indigenous population of 
Gwadar about their displacement due to the influx of Chinese 
labourers. Additionally, no coherent framework has been 
devised for provision of basic facilities. Dr Aslam said that 
public opinion needs to be given consideration by the 
Government for better redressal of their grievances. 

According to Mr Jan Achakzai, the biggest challenge in 
Pakistan is the difficulty in transforming political will into 
national will. He opined that due to the current lack of 
consensus and divisiveness across the political spectrum, the 
problems being faced by the country were not being properly 
resolved. He shared that while the agricultural and 
retail/wholesale sectors constituted 18-19% of GDP each,   
they barely account for 1% of revenues. Additionally, there 
isn't widespread compliance to property taxes by provinces. 
The government has failed to strengthen the process of tax 
collection from these sources, which he termed as the 
Government's 'holy cow'. Mr Achakzai remarked that often 
in the face of political resistance, the Government delayed its 
drive to launch privitisation reforms in ailing governmental 
institutions like WAPDA, Pakistan Steel Mills and the 
Pakistan International Airlines among many others. 'Unless, 
there is political consensus on issues pertaining to the 
economy, such issues couldn't be prevented from being 
subject to politicking. Pakistan has a poor soft image in the 
world and its inconsistent foreign policy, in conjunction with 
its poor infrastructure and stagnant energy sector, dissuades 
investors from investing in the country,' he warned. 
 
Mr Syed Yawar Ali commented that those responsible for 

Research & News Bulle�n 



74

for Power and Mr Ahsan Iqbal, the Interior Minister had 
endorsed the importance of the manifesto. She said that 
government should now concentrate to make the policy 
goals SMART (Specific, Measurable, Assignable, Realistic, 
Time-bound). This, for instance, can involve the 
simplification of the tax regimes in particular the DC rates, in 
order to broaden the tax net and make it flatter. The second 
strategy that the government could work on is reducing 
circular debt. Also, since exports cannot be significantly 
increased by introducing import duties, the Government 
should act to reduce trade barriers in Pakistan. Finally, Ms 
Bilal pointed out the grievances resulting from the ongoing 
privatisation projects. Such sentiments, resulting from the 
loss of jobs and incomes should be adequately addressed by 
the Government in a timely manner. 

Ms Samar Hasan speaking towards the end of the session 
stated that there are only 80,000 small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs) registered in the country. A 25% tax 
levied on these enterprises hinders their functioning. She 
said that SMEs can serve a vital function for entrepreneurial 
activity by acting as platforms where entrepreneurs can 
build, measure and learn. She proposed various policies that 
the Government could adopt which included assigning 
impact investment funds; reforming the budgetary process; 
engaging citizens; empowering women investors, and 
preparing the youth for governance and leadership, and 
projecting soft power effectively.   

Dr Vaqar Ahmed concluded the roundtable by giving an 
overview of all the recommendations made by the 
participants and noted that everyone present agreed on the 
need to build consensus and unanimity among the varying 
political parties and across the public-private sectors to focus 
on and prioritise creating a cohesive and holistic economic 
agenda for Pakistan. 

Information law in KPK and Sindh should be duly monitored 
and expanded to other provinces. He also commented on the 
need for comprehension of policy issues by the common man 
to precede political will. 

Mr Ahmed Qadir talked about the impact of the 
modifications made in Pakistan's Competition Law in 2007. 
He said that the resulting regulatory framework boosted 
economic generation by incentivising the contribution of 
youth to the Pakistani economy through provisions for 
intellectual property rights. He added that the current 
Government should help establish cities as the centre-points 
of innovation and research through e-commerce policies; 
ensuring consumer protection and have contextual legal 
frameworks for all the provinces. 

Mr Naveed Iftikhar recommended that the Government in 
order to boost its capacity should create a ministry devoted to 
the facilitation of the private sector. He further stated that 
there is need for state support for Research and Development 
as compared to other countries like the US where R&D in 
defence alone stands at USD 74 bn and is greater than the 
R&D of private companies like Google and Amazon. 
Besides this, the Government needs to view cities as hubs of 
growth and needs to initiate changes in the current policy 
framework to effectively achieve this. Such changes will 
primarily involve the devolution of powers for the autonomy 
of local bodies, increased professionalism of local 
governments and greater facilitation of businesses. All of the 
said measures will ultimately lead to a massive improvement 
in the quality of life in the cities and in the country as a whole 
and stem the excessive brain drain of skilled and talented 
professionals to other countries, Mr Iftikhar explained. 

Ms Ayesha Bilal told the participants that the policy targets 
of PML-N were being tracked and senior-ranking officials 
from the party like Mr Awais Leghari, the Federal Minister 
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Guest of Honour: Ms Maryam Aurangzeb, Minister of State 
for Information and Broadcasting, Government of Pakistan 
Summary of Proceedings and Recommendations: Dr Abid 
Q. Suleri, Executive Director, Sustainable Development 
Policy Institute, Islamabad, Pakistan

Lifetime Achievement Award: Mr I.A. Rehman, Director, 
Human Rights Commission of Pakistan, Lahore, Pakistan

Vote of Thanks: Ms Uzma T. Haroon, Director SDC, 
Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), 
Islamabad, Pakistan 

Moderators: Ms Sadaf Liaquat and Mr Shafqat Munir, 
Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), 
Islamabad, Pakistan

Report by: Ghamz E Ali Siyal, Sustainable Development 
Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan

The Journalism Awards Plenary Dinner began by 
showcasing a documentary about SDPI which  provided 
detailed background of the organisation, its work, objectives 
and successful milestones over the past 25 years.  

Dr Abid Q Suleri, in his opening remarks, thanked the 
Ministry of Interior for approving visas of foreign delegates 
and allowing 28 international participants from 16 countries. 
He informed that the Twentieth SDC had been organized 
around 36 concurrent panels and four plenary sessions which 
not only looked at 70 years of Pakistan and its way forward, 
but also included panels like the Charter of Economy which 
raised key questions for politicians; role of women and youth 
in achieving SDGs, and other development agendas. He also 
discussed the important role of media in narrative building. 
Dr Suleri shared that SDPI, being an independent think tank 
dedicated to sustainable development, has always enjoyed 
good relations with media and journalists from beginners to 
mid-career to senior and veteran journalists across the 
country. It has the privilege to directly work with journalists 
covering issues around sustainable development, social and 
climate change policy, water and power, and economic 
growth. With this background and in recognition of their 
dedicated works, journalists from print and electronic media 
had been selected for the awards on their best news 
s t o r i e s / a r t i c l e s / o p - e d s ,  a n d  n e w s  p a c k a g e s / 
documentaries/talk shows with the main focus around 
sustainable development, including climate change, 
disasters, socio-economic development, sustainable 
development goals (SDGs), etc. Subsequently, shields were 
distributed in four categories, namely, Sustainable 
Development Journalism Awards, REDD+ Media Awards, 

Session B-16

Journalism Awards Plenary

Jury Members and Media Houses. 

Sustainable Development (SD) Journalism Award 
Winners: 
1. Ms Huma Sadaf for her story 'Smog' telecast on PTV 

News.
2. Mr Anas Ahmad for his report on 'Industrial 

Pollution' telecast on Capital TV.   
3. Mr Nadir Khan for his news report on 'Saving the 

Environment' telecast on Capital TV.  
4. Syed Muhammad Abu Bakar for the news article 

'Embattled Baluchistan is Now Up against a 
Different Foe' published in The Express Tribune.

5. Mr Danial Shah for an article on Climate Change 
published in The Herald. 

6. Mr Muhammad Hussain Khan for his special report 
on 'Poverty and Agriculture sector' published by 
Dawn News.  

7. Ms Rabia Noor for her story on 'Promoting Women 
Economic Empowerment' telecast on ARY News. 

REDD+ Media Awards 
1. Ms Shakeela Jaleel for her special supplement on 

REDD+. 
2. Ms Memoona Arif for her dedicated reporting in the 

REDD+ as a tool to address climate change. 
3. Ms Omaima Malik for her special NEWS package 

on Mangroves cutting telecast by GEO News TV. 
4. Mr Adnan Khatri for his article on 'Mangrove, 

Riverine and Agro-Forests Diminishing' published 
in The Nation. 

Jury Members 
1. Mr  Rana  Qa i se r,  Sen io r  Jou rna l i s t  and 

Anchorperson, Pakistan Television (PTV). 
2. Mr Khalid Jamil, Producer, Ab Tak. 
3. Ms Asma Shirazi ,  Senior  Journal is t  and 
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development in every country and Pakistan needs to expedite 
its efforts towards achieving the Sustainable Development 
Goals. 'We believe that media and sustainable development 
have a co-relation and whatever scholars and policy planners 
and implementers do to move on the path of sustainable 
development, media keeps an eye according to their mandate 
of protecting the right to know of the people. Ms Aurangzeb 
said political governments are always accountable to their 
actions, but everyone who governs the country should be 
accountable for his/her deeds. 'Journalists should also 
highlight precautionary or preventive measures in their 
programmes for awareness of people and focus on 
presenting a positive image of Pakistan as well. The presence 
of foreign delegates shows that Pakistan has not been 
isolated. Pakistan is not only fighting a terrorism war, but 
also perception war.'  She congratulated the award winners 
and SDPI on its Silver Jubilee and the Twentieth SDC. 

After her speech, 'Token of Thanks' were also given to MNA 
Rana Muhammad Afzal and MPA Dr Najma Afzal Khan 
followed by a Vote of Thanks by Ms Uzma T Haroon. She 
thanked the participants who came to share their research 
and ideas from different corners of the world, SDPI staff, 
Board of Governors, Executive Director, Deputy Executive 
Director of SDPI, representatives from media, donors and 
ministries for joining and supporting the Twentieth SDC. 

Anchorperson, Aaj News TV 
4. Mr Mohammad Ziauddin, Veteran Journalist 

Media Houses 
1. The Express Tribune
2. The Nation, Daily Nawa-e-Waqat Media Group
3. The Herald
4. The News on Sunday and The News 

Legendary human rights activist Mr I. A. Rehman was 
decorated with the the SDPI Lifetime Achievement Award 
for his tireless efforts in defending the human rights of all 
citizens in Pakistan. Mr Rehman consequently thanked SDPI 
and deliberated on the current socio-political situation in the 
country and stressed the ongoing need to strengthen 
democratic values in Pakistan, and for the media to act as 
unbiased objective guardians in this regard.

The Guest of Honour Minister Mariam Aurangzeb 
congratulated SDPI on its Silver Jubilee and appreciated 
participation of experts from various countries in the 3-day 
event. She reminisced about her career in politics and 
connection with development organisations, and thanked Mr 
Farhat Ullah Babar and Ms Shahnaz Wazir Ali for being her 
mentors. The Minister of State for Information and 
Broadcasting also said peace and security is pre-requisite to 
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Guest of Honour: Ms Shahnaz Wazir Ali, President, 
Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto Institute of Science & 
Technology, and former Member of National Assembly 

Speakers:
Ÿ Mr Manzoor Memon, Economist, Social Policy and 

Development Centre (SPDC), Karachi
Ÿ Syed Saad Hussain Gilani, Senior Programme Officer, 

International Labour Organization (ILO), Islamabad
Ÿ Mr Zafar-ul-Hasan, Project Director, SDGs Unit and 

Focal Person on Social Protection, Ministry of Planning, 
Development and Reform, Islamabad 

Ÿ Dr Sohail Anwar, CEO, Punjab Social Protection 
Authority (PSPA), Lahore 

Ÿ Dr Shehryar Toru, Research Fellow, SDPI, Islamabad
Ÿ Ms Rabia Tabassum, Project Associate, SDPI, Islamabad

Moderator: Syed Muhammad Mustafa, Junior Advisor, 
Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit 
GmbH (GIZ), Islamabad
Report by: Mehreen Iqbal (Project Assistant), and Rabia 
Tabassum (Project Associate), SDPI, Islamabad

This panel was organized to highlight the importance and 
current situation of social protection schemes in Pakistan and 
issues being faced by the public to get benefit out of the 
existing social protection schemes. Speakers also discussed 
the importance of a national policy framework. Findings of 
two studies conducted by SDPI and SPDC were also 
analyzed. 

Session C-1 

The Role of Social Protection in Eradicating Poverty: Policy and Practices

Dr Shehryar Toru highlighted the knowledge deficiencies 
as well as issues being faced by the beneficiaries of existing 
Social Protection Programmes (SPPs) in the Punjab and 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Giving an overview of social 
protection in the country, its rationale and broad scope of 
SPPs, Dr Toru said that a study titled: “Knowledge, Attitude 
and Practices” (KAP) was carried out in four districts of the 
Punjab (Sargodha & Rahim Yar Khan) and Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa (Nowshera & Lower Dir) with the aim to 
identify: i) knowledge gaps, ii) challenges being faced by the 
beneficiaries, and iii) attitudes/behaviours of people 
regarding provision of SPPs benefits. He said a quantitative 
survey consisting of 1200 households and 16 Focus Group 
Discussions (FGDs) was conducted for the study and it was 
learnt that out of 27 SPPs only the following two were 
majorly known by the respondents in each province.

Ÿ Benazir Income Support Programme (BISP) and Prime 
Minister's National Health Program (PMNHP) in Punjab

Ÿ BISP and Sehat Sahulat Programme in KPK

These results depict the knowledge gaps where almost 52% 
respondents were unaware of the eligibility criteria of 
different SPPs, Dr Toru said, adding that these knowledge 
gaps exist especially in the case of illiterate respondents due 
to the lack of information. He added that BISP carried out 
huge campaigns and dissemination strategy hence the high 
popularity and awareness of the programme exists in 
population as more than 90% respondents were aware of the 
programme.  Dr Toru also discussed the barriers and 
challenges being faced by the beneficiaries of various SPPs 
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discourse should address the challenges of social exclusion, 
and lack of employability through offering social security 
benefits combined with labour market policies in order to 
achieve equitable growth in Pakistan. He maintained that 
access to social health protection and education improves the 
productivity levels of a country and hence a positive impact 
on growth. He presented the data from several countries, 
which showed that relative poverty is decreased after 
transfer of socio-economic benefits to the poor hence social 
security not only reduces the poverty but also prevent the 
vulnerable from falling into poverty. He said that several 
laws relating to human rights address the social protection. 
“The SDG 1.3 particularly says: implement nationally 
appropriate social protection systems and measures for all, 
including floors, and by 2030 achieve substantial coverage 
of the poor and the vulnerable. Other SDGs like 3, 5, 8 and 10 
also cover the aspects of social protection.” He said SDG 5 
seeks to treat women equally especially in terms of old age 
pensions, whereas only 28% of women worldwide have the 
benefits of paid maternity leaves. Mr Gillani also discussed 
SDG 10, which is about reducing inequalities, as social 
protection aims to reduce income inequality in a country.

In addition to SDGs, he said that Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights as well as the international labour instruments 
(including ILO Convention No: 102 on Social Security; and 
Recommendation 202 on 'Social Protection Floors) provide 
a mandate, mechanism and minimum standard for 
establishing Social Protection System at national or sub-
national levels. 

Mr Gillani suggested that Pakistan needs to design and 
implement at least one universal and non-contributory social 
protection scheme in line with the Social Protection Floors 
concept for all the provinces and also establish inter-
ministerial/inter-departmental institutions to discuss and 
identify modalities for the universal social protection 
schemes. 

Mr Zafar-ul-Hasan said the National Social Protection 
Framework (NSPF) jointly prepared by the federal and 
provincial governments is aligned with the Vision 2025 – the 
long-term roadmap for national development. “The vision 

in Pakistan where the most common issue lies with the 
lodging and addressing the complaints by the beneficiaries. 
“There exists a weak complaint system as the complaints of 
86.7 % respondents in urban areas (who were rejected of 
being eligible for the SPP they applied for) were not 
addressed properly by the authorities concerned. Covering a 
long distance in order to get the programme benefits is 
another difficulty that has been reported by more than 40% 
rural female beneficiaries in the survey. Dr Toru summed up 
the presentation by recommending that a comprehensive 
awareness raising strategy needs to be devised and the 
establishment of local access points for all schemes like 
single window services would make an access to SPPs easier. 

Mr Manzoor Memon presented the Vulnerability and 
Capacity Assessment (VCA) with regard to social protection 
in select districts of the Punjab and KP. He said the objectives 
of the study are: an empirical assessment of poverty, 
vulnerability and the capacity of the people to cope with the 
shocks and the extent to which the households are covered by 
public transfers and insurance mechanisms (SPPs). Further, 
he explained the methodology of the study, which basically 
involved the survey of two districts each from the Punjab 
(Sargodha & Rahim Yar Khan) and KP (Nowshera & Lower 
Dir) where 836 households were surveyed with distribution 
of urban and rural localities. Findings of the study showed 
that about one-fourth of the Punjab and KP population lives 
below the poverty-line (Rs 3,030 per adult per month). The 
incidence of poverty was significantly higher in rural areas as 
compared to urban ones. Based on asset scores, poverty in 
Sargodha was highest with 65.2%. Presenting the findings on 
employment and labour force, Mr Memon enlightened the 
audience that a significant proportion (around 40%) of the 
head of household in poor households works as daily wage 
worker, which reflects the job insecurity in both the 
provinces. The findings of the study on SPPs coverage 
suggested that the coverage was very low as a meager 
percentage of households, i.e. 13-19% confirmed any 
assistance from social assistance programmes during last the 
five years. Vulnerability and Capacities Index analysis 
displayed the results that almost 31% of households fall in 
the category of high vulnerability and only 14 per cent of 
households may be termed as resilient. Mr Memon said that 
within the institutional factors, lack of social networks 
contributes significantly to the vulnerability of households, 
par t icular ly  in  sample  dis t r ic ts  of  the  Punjab. 
Recommendations from the study highlighted the need for 
expanding the coverage of existing social security schemes 
and also appropriate mechanisms are needed for providing 
social protection to the non-poor population. 

Syed Saad Hussain Gillani discussed about global 
consensus on social protection and the importance of social 
protection in the context of SDGs. The national policy 

Research & News Bulle�n 



79

window centers will provide complete information to public 
regarding all SPPs and make people aware of the number of 
SPPs that they can apply for based on their eligibility. PSPA 
is compiling database of beneficiaries of all SPPs in the 
Punjab that would be helpful in the identification of 
duplication of the beneficiaries. “For improving the targets, 
PSPA is planning to make a dynamic registry, conducting 
PSPA poverty scorecard surveys where needed, ensuring that 
those people who are not part of the national socio-economic 
registry are registered and are provided with the assistance.”
Dr Anwar concluded that PSPA has made these 
achievements in two years and look forward to further 
increasing the benefit level for improving the coverage as 
well as adequacy. 

Question-answer session:
To the questions relating to coordination mechanisms among 
SPPs and the role of NGOs in implementing effective SPPs, 
Dr Sohail admitted that communication is weak among SPPs 
as there are almost 106 SPPs in the Punjab and PSPA is 
working to make the system centralized. It was suggested to 
increase awareness about these 106 SPPs by introducing 
mobile radios. 

Ms Shahnaz Wazir Ali acknowledging the efforts of SDPI 
and GIZ for arranging a very informative panel on SPPs, 
called upon the youth to read and learn from the publications 
of SDPI and SDPC. As a former parliamentarian, she said she 
would tend to push for the right programmes and valid and 
rational designing of the programmes for the social 
protection. Talking about some SPPs such as Bait-ul-Mal 
that doesn't have any particular beneficiaries' targeting 
strategy, she recommended that a strategy is needed to 
enhance the type of benefits these programmes are offering 
to the public. Furthermore, she said that social security 
programmes are not providing adequate health services 
except in case of EOBI (Employees Old Age Benefits 
Institution) but that is limited to the formal sector.  

Moreover, she commended the efforts of PSPA regarding 
making the SPPs more effective through the use of 
technology (web portal to provide information regarding 
eligibility criteria of different SPPs), the reaching out 
strategy in the form of district level one-window centers, etc. 
While sharing her experience of designing BISP, she said 
that political leaders are interested in initiating programmes 
for vulnerable segments of the society but they require 
support of experts in this regard. She said that before 
establishing BISP, SPPs were marginalized but BISP and 
other concepts are rationalized and have a lifecycle 
approach. Stressing the need for a collaboration between 
researchers and policy makers in order to analyze the 
effectiveness of the SPPs designing, she suggested to the 
universities to include social protection in curriculum and 
under specialized courses. 

presents a comprehensive approach to address human and 
social development gaps with an emphasis on developing 
human and social capital to take full advantage of Pakistan's 
youth bulge. Additionally, the vision recognizes the rising 
power of a socially-aware population and seeks to move 
towards a knowledge-based society.”

While explaining the NSPF, Mr Hasan said that it will 
provide guidelines for implementing the SDGs and social 
protection schemes in Pakistan. Moreover, the framework is 
based on participatory strategies, including: enhancing 
scope, outreach, and coverage of SPPs through participatory 
development; rational re-organization of SPPs; establishing 
or strengthening institutional mechanisms; enhancing 
capacities at all levels of implementation and decision-
making; developing and institutionalizing an Integrated 
Result Based Monitoring & Evaluation system; and efficient, 
effective and sustainable financial and accounting 
arrangements. He further said that the framework will help in 
coordinating the public and private databases and will make 
the data publicly available. He added that Planning 
Commission is trying to get the framework passed from the 
provincial governments by May 2018.

Dr Sohail Anwar presented an overview of Punjab Social 
Protection Authority (PSPA) and its initiatives in the 
province. He said that PSPA is developing a mechanism 
where all the SPPs will be combined under one umbrella. To 
coordinate all the social protection initiatives in the Punjab, 
he said, PSPA is collecting data on all these initiatives, and 
has started work on a system review of the social protection. 
In this regard, PSPA will consult KAP and VCA studies 
conducted by SDPI and SPDC respectively, he said, adding 
“PSPA has also developed social protection policy which 
will be hopefully approved soon and later a strategy will be 
formulated to implement the policy and an action plan will be 
devised in collaboration with the line departments and the 
PSPA partners to outline the steps needed for achieving the 
desired goals. Dr Anwar said that a web-portal is being 
designed where individuals would be able to check their 
eligibility for different social protection programmes. 
Giving an overview of the flagship programmes of PSPA 
(Khidmat card and Zevar-e-Taleem Program), he said 
Khidmat card programme targets people with disabilities 
(PWDs) and provides an assistance of Rs 1,500 per month to 
around 90,000 beneficiaries in the Punjab. In order to make 
the PWDs self-reliant, soon they will be provided with the 
facility of micro-financing. Zevar-e-Taleem programme is 
making secondary school education accessible for the girls 
of both the poor and non-poor households by giving them 
incentives (stipends). 

“One-window center at each district will also be developed 
where multiple services will be provided at a time; out of 
these services, 18 will be related to social protection. One-
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Chair: Prof. Dr Zia Ul-Qayyum, Vice Chancellor, 
University of Gujrat, Gujrat, Pakistan

Discussant: Prof. Dr Samina Qadir, Vice Chancellor, Fatima 
Jinnah Women University, Rawalpindi, Pakistan

Moderator and Panel Organizer: Mr Shahid Minhas, 
Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI)

Speakers:
Ÿ Ambassador Thettali P.P Sreenivasan, Director & 

Chairman, Academic Council, NSS Academy of Civil 
Services, Kerala, India

Ÿ Mr Faheem Uddin Khushik, PhD student, University 
Clermont Auvergne, France

Ÿ Dr Fatima Sajjad, Assistant Professor, Dept. of Political 
Science, University of Management and Technology, 
Lahore, Pakistan

Ÿ Ms Amna Tauhidi, Research Scholar, National Defence 
University, Islamabad, Pakistan

Report by: Nageen Sohail, Fatima Jinnah Women 
University, Rawalpindi, Pakistan 

This session focused on change in quality of education, 
access to education, funding, challenges and responses for 
harnessing the potential of youth in South Asia over the 
years. The moderator of the session, Mr Shahid Minhas, 
Head of the Center for Learning and Development from 
Sustainable Development Policy Institute, Islamabad 
commenced the proceedings by welcoming the speakers. 

The Chair of the session Prof. Dr Zia ul Qayyum shared that 
training and engaging 600 million youth in South Asia by 

Session C-2

Transforming Higher Education in South Asia: A Journey of 70 Years

Higher Education Institutes (HEIs) can help to address 
challenges of knowledge economy in the 21st Century. He 
regarded provision of quality education a major challenge in 
Pakistan. While discussing enrolment rate, he emphasised 
increasing this rate up to 40% by using technology and 
innovation. He also discussed the low education budget in 
Pakistan which is only 3% of the total GDP which is a major 
constraint in providing quality education in the country. Prof. 
Qayyum suggested Higher Education Commission (HEC) to 
ensure provision of quality education by generating new 
policies focusing on indigenous problems. He also suggested 
that policymakers should use the best education models 
available in the region to improve the education sector. 

The first speaker of the session, Ambassador Thettali P.P. 
Sreenivasan discussed the shared problems of South Asian 
education system such as rote learning, standardised 
examination and assessment system. He pointed out that 
education in South Asia has evolved rapidly over the last 
century and will continue to do so in future, therefore, there is 
a need to change educational strategies. He also discussed 
structural issues such as ideological divide, language and 
new emerging trends every five years as major hurdles in 
providing quality education. He presented Kerala's model of 
education which is the first state to achieve 100% literacy 
rate. It focuses on 3Es i.e. expansion, equity and excellence. 
First two are given more importance and education has 
expanded to 1 million people in Kerala, however, excellence 
is still lacking prominently. He lamented that no one in India 
has won a Nobel Prize in the last 100 years, but now the 
country is working on setting new standards. Amb. 
Sreenivasan said that India has the largest population of 
young scattered all over the world, but unfortunately, its 
education system still follows business as usual approach, 
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evaluation in students. She recommended that if education 
has to play a role in countering extremism in Pakistan, the 
education policy of the country should refrain from blindly 
following the discourse of neoliberal education. 'For higher 
education in particular, the global neoliberal agenda must be 
viewed with caution. Instead of marginalising the critical 
function of education, universities should aim to flourish 
critical perspectives in Social Sciences, as fostering critical 
and reflective thinking abilities of students remains the best 
defence against the pull of extremist ideologies.' 

Mr Shahid Minhas and Ms Amna Tauhidi gave a 
presentation on The Significant Transformation of Higher 
Education in South Asia: A Cross-cultural Comparative 
Study of Pakistan, India and Sri Lanka. Fee structure, gender 
equality and employability were the variables selected for 
this study. Mr Minhas said that increase in the number of 
Higher Educational Institutes (HEIs) in Pakistan from 1 to 
177, in India from 30 to 805 and in Sri Lanka to 17 shows 
remarkable progress in education sector in South Asia. He 
identified planning component as a missing link in the 
education sector in Pakistan. Ms Amna Tahudi commenced 
the presentation which showed that education and peace are 
interlinked which can act as a tool for conflict resolution and 
social, political and economic prosperity in the region.  She 
highlighted various challenges in higher education such as 
trust deficit in public sector, poor employability of graduates 
and low female representation in HEIs. She also proposed 
several solutions to these issues including strengthening of 
HEC, good governance, development of strong data base, 
establishment of intergenerational academic and 
employment forum, proper framework for organisations and 
implementation of effective policies to the issues at hand. 

Prof. Dr Samina Qadir summarised the session. She 
stressed on excluding extremist thoughts from the education 
system, and emphasised mobility in education system so that 
subject combinations are in accordance with the skills of 
students. She also raised questions about the quality of 
education as moral values and social responsibility is now 
scarce in society. She also accentuated the importance of 
Social Sciences as civic sense is necessary for shaping good 
society. Prof. Qadir advised that educational institutes 
should look beyond just giving technical skills to students 
and make them open-minded and thoughtful. 

therefore, has not caught up to the rest of the world. He also 
stressed on teaching employability and entrepreneurship to 
develop a generation of young professionals prepared for 
jobs of the future. For bringing revolutionary changes in 
education, he advised the government to develop a futuristic 
approach in designing polices, providing autonomy to 
institutions in decision-making, accountability and quality 
of education via technology and Internet and adequate 
funding to public educational institutes. 

Mr Faheem Uddin Khushik presented his study on Critical 
Analysis of Education Polices in Pakistan from Perspective 
of Sustainable Development and Learning Outcomes. He 
stressed that education is an integral tool for achieving 
sustainable development, and suggested that educational 
institutes must focus more on applied research. His study 
explored which priority areas and vision have been focused 
on in all major educational policies of Pakistan since 1947 to 
2017 in order to see what objectives have been set for 
achieving specific targets, especially from a sustainable 
development perspective. First, he compared different 
national education policies from 1947 to 2017, and 
introduced the discussion about post-2009 scenario. Second, 
he presented the results of the decade of education for 
sustainable development (2005–14) in Pakistan. He urged 
that if education for sustainable development allows every 
human being to acquire the knowledge, skills, attitudes and 
value necessary to shape a sustainable future, it also means 
including key sustainable development issues (climate 
change, energy, food, biodiversity…) into teaching and 
learning methods to change behaviours. In the end, he linked 
sustainable development education (ESD) to the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDG).

Dr Fatima Sajjad presented her research titled Critical 
Pedagogy, Higher Education and Extremism in Pakistan: 
Policy Review and Recommendations. She provided 
detailed literature the relationship of education policy, 
education and security and peace education. She said that 
countering extremism in Pakistan is one of the top most 
concern and challenge for the country. Therefore, critical 
pedagogies and critical Social Science should encourage 
students to develop critical and independent thinking 
abilities. She remarked that radicalisation in Pakistan, 
perceptions about religiosity, intolerance, violence and 
conception of the world and frustration with the conditions in 
the country were worrisome. She also discussed the 
influence of neo-liberal and economic values of education 
which suppress critical functions of education. These effects 
focus  on market  valued ski l ls  and knowledge, 
economization of education, investment in the work force 
and standardized testing of student capital and skills based 
instructions. Dr Sajjad also talked about Pakistan's Higher 
Education Vision 2025 which shows the vital value of 
marginalised Social Sciences in developing critical 
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Moderator: Mr Karamat Ali, Executive Director, Pakistan 
Institute of Labour Education and Research (PILER), 
Karachi, Pakistan

Panel Organizers: Mr Karamat Ali, Pakistan Institute of 
Labour Education and Research (PILER), Karachi, 
Pakistan; Mr Shafqat Munir and Ms Sadaf Liaquat, 
Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), 
Islamabad, Pakistan

Speakers: 
Ÿ Mr Rolf Paasch, Country Director, Friedrich-Ebert-

Stiftung (FES), Islamabad, Pakistan
Ÿ Mr Abdul Qadir, Programme Coordinator and Advisor, 

Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung (FES), Islamabad, Pakistan
Ÿ Dr Khalida Ghaus, Managing Director, Social Policy and 

Development Centre (SPDC), Karachi, Pakistan
Ÿ Mr Latif Ansari, President, Labour Qauomi Movement, 

Pakistan
Ÿ Mr Hidayat Ullah Khan, President, Peoples' Unity PIA, 

Pakistan 

Discussant: Mr Khursheed Ahmed, Secretary General, 
Pakistan Workers Federation (PWF), Pakistan

Report by: Sadaf Liaquat, Sustainable Development Policy 
Institute, Islamabad, Pakistan

Mr Karamat Ali outlined that the main reason for 
organising the roundtable was to enhance greater 
understanding of the implications of Pakistan's inclusion in 
the European Union's Generalised Scheme of Preferences 
Plus (GSP+). The trade preference scheme known as Special 
Arrangement for Sustainable Development and Good 
Governance offers greater benefits to Pakistan. However, the 
GSP+ is conditional to Pakistan's compliance to 27 
international covenants, treaties and conventions and the 
European Union is mandated to review Pakistan's human 
rights progress every two years under GSP+. Till now, one 
review has been conducted, while the other one is due in 
early 2018. He said that since majority of the world's 
population belongs to working class hence, labour rights 
falls under fundamental human rights represented in the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR). The 
UDHR is a milestone document in the history of human 
rights. Drafted by representatives with different legal and 
cultural backgrounds from all regions of the world, the 
Declaration was proclaimed by the United Nations General 
Assembly in Paris on 10 December 1948 as a common 
standard of achievements for all peoples and all nations. It 
sets out, for the first time, fundamental human rights to be 

Session C-3

Compliance of International Human and Labour Rights Conventions in
Pakistan in the Context of GSP+ Roundtable

universally protected.  A total of 27 conventions stems out of 
UDHR that includes 8 conventions related to labour rights, 7 
about human rights and remaining deals with environment 
and good governance. Mr Ali further informed that Pakistan 
acquired the status of EU GSP+ which allows increased 
access of several eligible categories of Pakistani products 
through incentives of duty-free exports to EU markets from 1 
January 2014. The scheme is conditional upon Pakistan to 
ensure ratification and compliance of the 27 International 
Conventions on human and labour rights, governance, and 
environment; including eight core Labour Standards of 
International Labour Organisation. Briefly sharing the 
historical background of labour rights in the subcontient, Mr 
Ali revealed that laws during colonial domination were quite 
comprehensive and facilitated basic human rights including 
right of association, work safety and conditions. The Soviet 
Revolution was the main factor behind creation of ILO that 
aims to assure protection of labour rights and formulation of 
standards that resulted into number of progressive 
legislations throughout the globe. The subcontinent was also 
influenced by this changing global environment that resulted 
in creation of trade unions and promulgation of first 
legislation in 1923 regarding the safety of mining labourers.  
According to him, this legislation was so comprehensive that 
if implemented today will resolve mining related issues in 
Pakistan. Likewise, Trade Union Act, 1926 is another 
substantial law that is more inclusive and ensures the labour 
right of freedom of association. This law is more labour 
friendly than Convention 87 of ILO (related to freedom of 
expression) as apart from uniformed personnel every citizen 
is allowed to be part of any association. He revealed that 
Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah played a vital role in 
formulation and promulgation of this law. However, it is 
unfortunate for Pakistan, labour unions are no longer 
considered useful.  
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the continuity of the GSP + benefits hinges on the effective 
compliance of the ratified ILO Conventions. He warned that 
'current labour market governance in Pakistan remotely 
meets the terms stipulated by the core labour standards. The 
provincial and national governments need to urgently 
undertake necessary legislations to remove discrepancies 
with the ratified ILO Conventions. The governments have to 
adopt necessary measures to strengthen institutional 
mechanisms to effectively address violation of workers' 
rights and implement labour laws to arrest widening gaps in 
establishing decent work.'

Mr Abdul Qadir explained that GSP+ allows developing 
countries to pay less or no duties on their exports to the EU. 
The described purpose of GSP programmes is to help 
vulnerable countries to reduce poverty, improve governance 
and foster a process of sustainable development. In addition 
to offering participant countries duty free access to the 
markets of the EU, it also provides them with the opportunity 
to engage international trade and earn additional revenues 
that can be used to reduce poverty and pursue sustainable 
development. He informed that 'GSP+ is a component of the 
GSP scheme, offering additional trade incentives to 
developing countries already benefitting from GSP – but in 
return for the implementation of core international 
conventions. The motivation behind the introduction of 
GSP+ is to use trade concessions to incentivise the signing 
and implementation of core conventions in human rights, 
labour rights, and environmental and good governance. The 
revised scheme incorporates stronger monitoring 
mechanisms and the inclusion of civil society in the 
monitoring process. The addition of non-state actors as 
observers in the new scheme renders the monitoring 
mechanisms more transparent and objective.' He said that the 
report published by FES is meant to highlight the ground 
realities pertaining to conditions of trade and worker rights in 
Pakistan. According to the findings of the FES report, the 
labour market is underdeveloped in Pakistan. Worker's rights 
as per the Labour Conventions have been difficult to ensure 

He also highlighted importance of democratic regime for 
ensuring protection of labour rights. In 1951, the rate of 
unionisation in Pakistan was overwhelmingly high as 200 
unions were registered, comprising of approximately 0.4 
million members. Apart from the agriculture sector, this 
number represented 25% of the labour force of the country. 
This law was curtailed due to enforcement of the first Martial 
Law in Pakistan. He revealed that as a consequence of 
Martial Laws in Pakistan, labour rights were suppressed over 
and over again. Similarly, Right of Association was severely 
curtailed by 1961 law that was promulgated during another 
military regime in Pakistan. In 2014, total workforce of 
Pakistan was around 65 million, of which only 0.4 million 
were members of 8225 registered labour unions hosted by 
1500 organisation across the country. Amid this background, 
he concluded that GSP+ status holds vital importance for 
boosting both labour rights and economy of Pakistan. 
Moreover, he suggested that in order to maintain its GSP+ 
status, the state has to take serious steps in accordance with 
the recommendations proposed by the European 
Commission after its first review of first compliance report. 
For ensuring provision of labour rights such as freedom of 
association and collective bargaining establishment of 
democratic regime is a pre-requisite. He called for collective 
and cooperative advocacy by all stakeholders (government, 
civil society, media, academia and think tanks) for making 
Pakistan more compliant  with i ts  internat ional 
commitments.  

Mr Rolf Paasch gave an overview of the study conducted by 
FES pertaining to labour rights in Pakistan and implications 
of GSP+ status. The study analysed the situation of 
Pakistan's exports to EU markets, recent trends and potential 
increases in near and medium future terms. It investigated 
the state of labour market governance with reference to the 
core ILO Conventions and related labour laws regime in 
Pakistan. Mr Paasch emphasised that Pakistan's potential 
increase of export under GSP+ necessitates rectification of 
its foreign exchange rates and energy shortages. Importantly, 
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in Pakistan and gave examples when in 2001, the weavers 
and their families held a May Day rally and the state 
responded with massive repression and long prison 
sentences for the alleged 'ringleaders'. In 2002, a total of 0.5 
million power loom workers in Faisalabad were subject to 
forced and inhumane labour conditions. Since its creation, 
the LQM achieved some successes - a wage rise of PKR 500 
followed by the enforcement of a minimum monthly wage of 
PKR 7,000. In 2010, the LQM started another campaign that 
continues to this day - demand for the abolition of piece 
wages. He said the condition of labour rights has shown 
slight improvement after GSP+ due to pressure posed by 
national and international actors on state departments. He 
concluded by saying GSP+ is beneficial for labourers in 
Pakistan as it has provided a ray of hope for this suppressed 
segment of the society. 

Mr Hidayat Ullah Khan raised his concerns regarding the 
lack of support of democratic regimes after its successful 
transition to another party. He said that the labour laws 
endorsing labour rights formed by one democratic regime 
fail to gain attention of the new democratic regime. He said 
poor functioning of labour unions is also subject to its poor 
management and delayed referendums. National Research 
Commission (NRC) does not have registrar trade union to 
facilitate the process of union registration.  

Mr Khursheed Ahmed mentioned the importance of GSP+ 
as a tool that ensures implementation of international labour 
standards in Pakistan by giving leverage to labour to 
strengthen their voice. Based on his vast experience in the 
field of labour rights, he shared his analysis regarding failure 
of labour union unity in Pakistan. According to him, labour 
union is a democratic force that came into power as a result of 
referendum. However, at  the moment too much 
democratisation of labour unions is posing additional 
hurdles in attainment of labour rights. Democratisation 
process in Pakistan ensures provision of multiple labour 
unions within the same organisation. According to him, 
unionisation of labour unions within the same organisation 
disintegrates workers rather than uniting them for raising 
voices for labour rights. He was of the view that role of 
labour union is wider than advocating labour right rather it's 
a struggle against the social injustice. In the end, he 
recommended that 'Education is the biggest tool that 
empowers people to fight for their rights of which majority of 
the population is deprived; terrorism is also the biggest 
hurdle in the country. To defeat all these hurdles, unity is the 
key to success. All labour unions need to unite themselves for 
demanding social protection, human rights, dignity of work, 
improved working conditions. Moreover, political interests 
of labour union should also be minimised and this can only 
be achieved if labour unions become united rather than 
serving political interests.'

in an environment of slow growth and rising unemployment. 
The particularly soft spots are bonded and child labour, 
access and relatively low wages of women and the absence of 
collective bargaining. He shared that while there are 24 
labour-related laws in Pakistan, only 5 relate directly to the 
implementation of the eight Labour Conventions. This stems 
from the fact that Pakistan's laws still need to be aligned with 
the international standards. Critical analyses indicates that 
out of 10% of the workforce labour, 7-8% are able to 
organise due to the financial, physical and mental hurdles 
faced by the workers during registration process of their 
workers union. He said that creating a union is considered 
almost a crime that discourages workers from applying for 
union memberships. 

Dr Khalida Ghaus said that 85% of Pakistan's female 
workers are not getting minimum wages for 8 hours work 
(approx. PKR 15,000). Regarding occupational health and 
safety conditions, she revealed that around 3 million workers 
are subject to occupational injuries every year. Pakistan also 
ranks 5th on the global slavery index. Dr Ghaus said that 
GSP+ status not only offers Pakistan an opportunity to 
improve its economic situation, but also creates space for the 
realisation of enhanced human and labour rights protection. 
The acceptance of GSP+ and its associated conditions 
demonstrates Pakistan's willingness to both stabilise its 
vulnerable economy and enhance its human rights record. 
She highlighted the importance of pressure groups to 
perform their duty as a watch dogs more efficiently.  

Mr Latif Ansari pointed out that the weakness of trade 
unions in Pakistan should not be taken to mean that there are 
no significant strike movements of the working class or no 
mass movements of wage earners, peasants and the urban 
and rural poor. On the contrary, in recent years, there have 
been important strikes by junior doctors, female health 
workers and, more recently, nurses in Lahore. Out of these 
actions and battles, new, mass organisations have emerged, 
such as Labour Quami Movement (LQM - National Workers' 
Movement). Mr Ansari explained that at its heart, the LQM is 
a trade union of textile workers, but it also functions as a kind 
of community organisation in working class districts. In 
Faisalabad, the centre of the textile and clothing industry in 
Pakistan, it organises the power loom weavers. He shared 
that the LQM was founded on 3 December 2006 under the 
military dictatorship of General Musharraf and during the 
State of Emergency. Conditions in the workplaces at that 
time were similar to slavery, as they still are in some sectors, 
such as the brick kilns. Overall, there are approximately 
200,000 workers in Pakistan employed as weavers and 
500,000 in related trades. The LQM based in Faisalabad 
organises 45,000 workers in 26 neighbourhood groups. 
These groups represent the backbone of the movement. He 
said that mobilising for the sake of labour rights is very hard 
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Mr Shakeel A Ramay commenced the roundtable by 
highlighting that climate change-driven migration has 
recently grabbed the attention of various stakeholders, 
despite the fact that there is dearth of literature on the subject 
and lack of a unanimous definition which can illustrate its 
different dimensions. He pointed out that this is not only an 
environmental problem rather it has turned into a national, 
regional and global security issue which needs to be 
discussed in-depth in order to find sustainable solutions. He 
outlined that the discussion would revolve around the 
definition of climate change-driven migration; relationship 
between climate change-driven migration and security; and 
regional and global efforts employed to tackle the issue.

The Chair Mr Malik Muhammad Uzair Khan agreed that 
the topic is very interesting and relevant and that in terms of 
policy, there is a huge gap since there are no defined policies 
and laws in Pakistan which can guide how to deal with 
climate-induced migration.

Session C-4

Climate Change-Driven Migration and Regional/ Global Security

Mr Waseem Ishaque was invited to talk about migration 
and financial insecurity. He outlined that throughout its 
history, Pakistan has been facing huge natural disasters, 
especially given its geological location. These natural 
disasters are drivers of displacement. According to study 
around 144 million individuals were displaced due to natural 
disasters during 2008 to 2012. The speaker shared that 
climate-induced migration puts pressure on socio-cultural 
dynamics of society as well as the market economy. Planned 
migration benefits both home as well as destination country, 
however, climate-induced migration tends to increase 
vulnerabilities for the sending as well as receiving 
communities. Pakistan is the 3rd largest labour supplier to 
Gulf countries. According to the findings of his study, 
savings and loans are the most common mode of finance to 
facilitate migration process; and households who use savings 
are more reluctant to take risks compared to those who use 
loans. But the latter remain trapped in perpetual cycle of 
poverty because of low paying jobs at destination areas and 
pressure to repay existing loans.  

Mr Nisar Memon talked about human security in climate-
driven migration because conflicts are often born in the 
process of migration. He explained that migration could be 
within country or across countries, it could be either 
permanent or temporary and it could be voluntarily or 
induced by several circumstances. 'For human security, we 
have to look at its socio, economic and political dynamics. 
Currently, water is the key issue which could create conflict 
and it is also the reason of migration in coastline areas', he 
said. Mr Memon was also of the view that the conflict 
between India and Pakistan and deployment of Army over 
Siachen region could also change the dynamics of that 
glacier. He informed that due to environmental conflicts, 
around 20 million people have been displayed which is 
higher than the displaced people by other conflicts. 'To 
encounter these challenges, our development should be 
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resources are being wasted in such rural migrant sending 
areas. Migration also influences human development, 
particularly women and youth, for example, what happens to 
their education when they are forced to move due to disasters 
etc. This subject requires a lot of research in order to come up 
with innovative ideas for issues like water use especially 
during disasters. He recommended that 'We have to keep an 
eye on livelihood vulnerability due to climate change 
because significant relation has been established between 
climate change and migration through its impact on 
livelihoods.' He also hoped that 'Climate Change Ministry 
and Planning Commission along with other departments 
have solid plans to deal with this issue.'    

The first discussant of the roundtable, Mr Irfan Tariq, said 
that Pakistan's contribution to global warming is very low, 
but unfortunately we are among the most vulnerable 
countries to climate change. Earth is primarily one 
ecological system, so everyone is responsible to address 
adverse climate change as per their capabilities. He further 
added that in the context of climate change, roundtables like 
this are important to not only share evidence-based research, 
but also provide guidelines to implement Pakistan's National 
Climate Change Policy. He said that 'we have done 
substantial work but gaps still exist and need to be plugged. 

based on an adaptive strategy. In this regard, we need to think 
of migration as an opportunity rather than as a reaction to any 
conflict.' He suggested that it is vital to develop climate 
change migration diplomacy because through it, conflicts 
and wars can be avoided.   

Dr Pervaiz Amir started his discussion by linking melting 
glaciers with migration. He said that residents of such 
mountainous areas are greatly concerned about the rapid rate 
of glaciers melting. Furthermore, he said that due to glacial 
lake outburst flooding (GLOF) and other livelihood threats 
people are migrating or planning to migrate from those areas. 
Whereas in Punjab, migration takes place in desert areas 
because of droughts, migration due to floods is temporary 
with people moving back when flood waters recede. He 
added that politics, economy and climatic change are the 
driving factors of migration. Talking about climate change, 
he was of the view that no one can turn the clock back on this 
issue, but what can be done is taking mitigation and 
adaptation measures to cope with it.  

Dr Iqrar Ahmed Khan said that people who migrate from 
any rural area of Pakistan usually never return to their village 
and this is why Pakistan has become a rapidly urbanising 
country. As a result, lands are being underutilized and natural 
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because they want to access to facilities which they are 
deprived off. If these facilities are available at their door step 
people will not move. In the context of climate-driven 
migration, what we really need to think about is that we are 
going to do with environmental refuges because of sea level 
rise,' she contemplated. 'To cope with this challenge, we need 
to change our habits because nature cannot change itself. We 
need to start changing habits from individual level to 
community and to nation as whole. If we improve our daily 
habits of natural resource use, the environment will 
improve', she concluded.   

Mr Shakeel A Ramay stated that climate change and 
security is not a new subject as in 2007, United Nation 
Security Council passed a resolution on climate change as 
security issue. Whereas in 1992, the CIA created a new 
department on environment in which security and migration 
were important parts. He informed that at present there are 3 
PhDs on climate change, security and migration at the 
Pentagon. He said that security implications of climate 
change need to be examined in the context of pre-existing 
social, economic and environmental threats. 

The Chair of the roundtable MNA Malik Muhammad 
Uzair Khan agreed that climate change is going to be a 
national security threat for Pakistan, which requires a shift in 
public and political consciousness.  We need to start climate 
change diplomacy since this issue is also an opportunity for 
collaboration across borders. He observed that droughts and 
desertification appear to be the main drivers of climate-
induced migration in Pakistan rather than floods, and urged 
that in order to mitigate and adapt, Pakistan needs to focus on 
proactive approach rather than be reactive to any climate 
shock.  He concluded the session by warning that if we really 
want to tackle climate change, Pakistan needs to control its 
population because it puts pressure on limited natural 
resources, especially water. This increasing pressure on 
natural resources results in climatic vulnerabilities which 
ultimately lead to migration and insecurity. 

Currently, at the institutional level, we are trying to be 
interconnected. The Ministry of Water, Planning 
Commission, Ministry of Energy and National Disaster 
Management Authority are working together to deal with 
climate change.  One of the most recent developments is the 
establishment of Ministry of Water Resources because 
Pakistan's security is deeply linked with water security. 
Apart from this, we have Global Change Impact Study 
Centre (GCISC). Further to this we are going to establish 
Climate Change Council which would be the supreme body 
in Pakistan chaired by the Prime Minister. The primary 
objective of the Council will be to oversee the current 
situation of climate change and its vulnerability aspects of 
Pakistan.' Mr Tariq also shared that the Government was 
working on a national adaptation strategy, and to enable 
resilience in communities, workon the GLOF 2 project 
funded by USAID has started. 

Ms Anum Zaib Khan highlighted the link between conflict 
and climate change by taking the example of Syria's conflict 
and how water shortage contributed to exacerbating 
tensions. She also shared the example of Kenya where 
people seasonally migrate due to water shortage, and armed 
conflicts are very common over water resources among 
communities. Similarly, in Pakistan, water supply in urban 
areas is becoming erratic due to rapid urbanisation and could 
lead to conflict among communities. 'In this context, we need 
to understand the relationship between rural areas and urban 
areas, to identify the drivers of migration in order to identify 
possible solutions', she urged.

Ms Farzana Yaqoob discussed the global climate change 
and migration scenario. She said that the United States 
boycotted the UN Conference on Migration because it 
consider it a security threat. Currently, people are migrating 
internationally due to economic and security issues, while 
actual climate-induced migration has not started yet. 'To 
understand migration and climate change nexus, we need to 
identify the drivers of migration. People are migrating 
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Session C-5

Improving Data Foresight for Economic Policy Decisions 

The Chair of the session, Dr Ashfaque Hasan Khan, 
discussed the process of reforms at the Pakistan Bureau of 
Statistics (PBS) which is a main government organisation for 
the collection and compilation of statistical data. He 
informed the audience that several drafts of the law were 
prepared to reform the PBS. He lamented its lack of 
autonomy with the Minister of Finance as a member of its 
Board of Governor (BoG). He said that 'Statistics is like a 
thermometer as it tells where a country is heading', but 
Pakistan has not produced strong statisticians. Furthermore, 
he added that differences about the measurement of GDP 
Purchasing Power Parity (PPP) is a black box. According to 
him, there exists no mechanism to measure private 
consumption accurately in Pakistan as it is estimated as a 
residual function of income. In order to improve the 
statistical system in Pakistan, he recommended that PBS 
should be autonomous with less influence of other 
departments such as Ministry of Finance. Moreover, he 
suggested revising the methodology of Consumer Price 
Index (CPI) calculation by taking into account the total price 
of electricity consumed to prevent CPI from being 
understated. He suggested United Nations to support 
strengthening the statistical capacity of statistical 
institutions in the member countries. He also stressed setting 
up a separate cell for the measurement and compilation of 
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As a step forward, Government of Pakistan established 
Pakistan Bureau of Statistics, by merging Federal Bureau of 
Statistics, the Population Census Organization, The 
Agriculture Census Organization and the Technical wing of 
Statistics Division. He informed that Pakistan National 
Accounts estimates are prepared in the light of the UN 
System of National Accounts (SNA) 2008. 'The SNA is a 
comprehensive, coherent and integrated national accounting 
system. The 2008 SNA is an improvement over its previous 
three versions of 1953, 1968 and 1993. The 2008 SNA is 
applicable to all the countries whether developed, 
developing or countries in transition to market economies. It 
provides sound basis for integrated economic analysis. Mr 
Rehman said that it is standard practice to update the protocol 
of data collection and presentation in order to keep abreast of 
the changes in the size and composition of the quantifiable. 
These tasks are spearheaded by and mandated to UN 
agencies in consultations with National Statistical Offices. 
The latest International Standard Classification of 
Occupations (ISCO-2008) has been produced after 20 years 
of its predecessor ISCO of 1988. It is customary to provide 
local variant of ISCO in order to take into account country 
specific changes in the configuration of occupations. 
Consequently, Pakistan followed suit to produce Pakistan 
Standard Classification of Occupations (PSCO) conform 
with the International Standard Classification of 
Occupations (ISCO). Pakistan started this process with the 
development of PSCO1968 in accordance with the ISCO of 
the same year. 2nd edition was PSCO 1994 in accordance 
with ISCO1988. The present PSCO- 2015 is the last one in 
the series developed according to the latest ISCO-2008. 
Regarding making data open and accessible to the public, he 
said that the micro data of Household Integrated Economic 
Survey is now available on the website of PBS downloadable 
free of any charges. Moreover, he informed that all the 
stakeholders verify the data before dissemination through 
the Accounts Committee headed by the Chief Statistician. 
He highlighted that 'every country faces the problem of 
capturing informal sector in GDP and to address this problem 
PBS has designed the questionnaires to determine whether 

SDGs data. 'Moreover, capacity building of the institutions 
from which PBS is obtaining data is required. Additionally, a 
standard methodology to make the data comparable, as well 
as protocols to govern the use of Big Data is the need of the 
hour', he urged.

Mr Robert C.M. Beyer shared that measuring GDP, the 
most standard measure of economic activity, is especially 
challenging in developing countries, where the informal 
sector is large and institutional constraints can be severe. In 
addition, many countries only provide GDP measures 
annually and at the national level. He said that new 
technologies offer an opportunity to strengthen economic 
measurement. 'Evening luminosity observed from satellites 
has been shown to be a good proxy for economic activity, and 
there is a strong correlation between nightlight intensity and 
GDP levels in South Asia.' Mr Beyer was of the view that 
while measuring nightlight is challenging and comes with a 
few caveats such as clouds, moonlight, and radiance from the 
sun, nightlight data has a lot advantages like being available 
in high-frequency and with a very high spatial resolution. He 
went on to explain that nightlight intensity also yields new 
insights on recent economic developments. The major 
shocks experienced by Nepal in 2015 had very different 
impacts across districts. In Afghanistan, local surges in 
conflict reduced local growth for up to one quarter. And in 
India, demonetization had a short-lived effect at the 
aggregate level, but a noticeable impact on rural, unbanked 
and informal districts. Mr Beyer, however, pointed out that 
'while providing new economic insights, big data from outer 
space is no replacement for more traditional and terrestrial 
statistical measurement. New technologies can help reach 
new frontiers, but they cannot replace information gathered 
from censuses, surveys and administrative records that 
statistical agencies collect, curate and disseminate.' He noted 
that unfortunately, many of these statistical agencies face 
important challenges.  Surveys do not cover the informal 
sector well, respondents are not always truthful, and 
information is not captured with sufficient spatial 
granularity. Resources and capacity are limited, and in some 
cases, technical independence, access to information, and 
the protection of privacy need to be improved.

While sharing history of the PBS, Mr Attiq-ur-Rehman, 
said that after independence of Pakistan, Central Statistical 
Office (CSO) was setup by the Government of Pakistan in 
1950 as an attached department of Economic Affairs 
Division. Since then statistical system was reviewed from 
time to time by both local and foreign consultants. In 1972, 
on the recommendation of IBRD Mission, Central Statistical 
Office (CSO) was upgraded to a full-fledged Statistics 
Division. The Division was re-organised in 1981 and its 
technical wing (the then CSO) was converted into Federal 
Bureau of Statistics (FBS) as one of its attached departments. 
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communications, entertainment, travel and advanced 
commerce. He suggested regularising the informal labour 
force by ensuring decent working conditions in Pakistan. 
Moreover, he recommended using the consumption data to 
roughly estimate the economy's size. While sharing the 
alternate methods to track GDP, he said that Remote Sensing 
Data in the form of night time lights (NTL) provide a 
consistent, uniform, and independent measure of economic 
activity from outer space.

Mr Umar Ikhlaque highlighted the data gaps regarding 
measuring progress of SDGs in Pakistan. Pakistan reported 
on only half of the MDG indicators (30 of the 59), and the 
existence of data gaps such as the lack of disaggregated data 
availability, lack of comparability of data, etc. halted the 
timely and effective measurement of the progress on MDGs 
at local level. He informed that in case of SDGs, there are 
more indicators (244) that require more concentrated efforts 
in this regard. 'In the wake of resource constraints, it is not 
possible to report on all SDG indicators, hence, it would be 
better to prioritise indicators', he suggested. He also urged on 
the need to adopt new methods of data collection such as 
nightlight intensity that complements traditional measures 
of GDP estimation. Benefits of satellite imagery, Facebook 
status data, Twitter accounts, and mobile phones should be 
harnessed to report on urbanisation, tracking of employment 
shocks, human mobility, crime reporting, land use data, 
literacy rates. Regarding utilisation of Big Data, he said that 
there should be concrete methodology on how to use a 
particular technique following strict protocols. 

During Q&A session, the use of Big Data was discussed that 
is not only for the economic measurement it can also be used 
in terms of business development and market expansion. Use 
of Big Data in terms of measuring agricultural productivity is 
very important for Pakistan. Regarding question on the 
national level preparedness for the measurement of the 
indicators of SDGs in Pakistan, it was informed that the 
baseline study is in progress by the federal SDG unit in 
Ministry of Planning, Development and Reform. The 
baseline study is a kind of mapping of all the existing datasets 
in terms of available datasets and which data is missing. 

organization is formal or informal.' 

Dr Bushra Yasmin added that it is a challenge to obtain 
reliable time series data of economic indicators in Pakistan. 
She said that the financial and administrative constraints and 
weak price indexes make the quality of data poor, and hence, 
raise questions about empirical evidence and policy 
implications obtained using this data.  She added that use of 
nightlight intensity is good advancement in the field of data 
foresight. International sources provide compatible datasets, 
yet economists have pointed out their reservations in the 
utilisation of this data. Data by the World Bank and IMF is 
reliable only to a certain extent; quality of estimation 
worsens for developing countries. She said that the use of 
nightlight intensity may signal low level of greenery and 
raise concerns about sustainable development.

Sharing the importance of data foresight, Dr Usman 
Mustafa, quoted Peter Drucker 'What gets measured gets 
managed.' He presented the importance of data and National 
Account issues. National Accounts provide a set of statistical 
data for the purpose of economic analysis, decision taking 
and policy making; widely used as indicator for economic 
activity and measures the performance of the economy and 
other important parameters such as GDP/GNI (Gross 
National Income), Gross Fixed Capital Formation (GFCF), 
Savings, Inflation, etc. His presentation outlined that GDP 
compilation comprises combination of production, income 
and expenditure approaches. Moreover, he informed the 
audience that the development of experimental series of 
estimates of quarterly GDP is in progress. Currently, GDP, 
GFCF, and expenditure estimates are being estimated 
annually based on new base year 2005-06.  Sharing the latest 
estimates of GDP (2017), he said that Pakistan GDP is 1.060 
trillion USD and Punjab has the highest provincial share in 
the national GDP with 57% share, followed by Sindh 
(27.5%), KPK (8%), Balochistan (3%) and other territories 
(4.5%). Moving forward, he said that Pakistan is under-
counting the size of the urban population by miscounting 
some 40 million people as rural rather than urban. In addition 
to this, the size of modern services in Pakistan are not being 
c o r r e c t l y  e s t i m a t e d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n f o r m a t i o n , 
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Session C-6

REDD+ for Sustainable Management of Forests and Societies

Report by: Kainat Javed and Isha Tir Razia, Fatima Jinnah 
Women University, Rawalpindi, Pakistan

This session highlighted the important issue of deforestation 
by focusing on various strategies and positive outcomes that 
can be generated by implementation of REDD+.

Mr Iqbal Muhammad, an expert on deforestation, 
highlighted the importance of sustainability, and discussed 
that the state of forests has changed significantly not only 
globally, but also in Pakistan specifically. He warned about 
the increasing rate of carbon emissions and their impact on 
the country in the form of air pollution. Mr Muhammad 
lauded the Green Pakistan Initiative and the steps taken by 
the Government of Pakistan to preserve forests.

Mr Syed Mujtaba Husnain Zaidi gave a presentation on 
'Drivers of Deforestation & Forest Degradation and their 
Management for Safeguarding Our Future'. He explained the 
difference between deforestation which is change of land use 
from forest to any other; and forest degradation which means 
change in the biomass or the canopy cover of the forest. He 
outlined the broad drivers of deforestation & forest 
degradation: timber & firewood demand; grazing pressure; 
tourism; population explosion; institutional collapse; and 
educational system. He said that timber demand is 
consistently increasing with the growth of population and 
economic development. Pakistan has limited timber and 
wood resources. Out of the total land area of 87.98 mha, 
forests cover only 4.4 mha (4.96%) against desired level of 
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together existing policies through a participatory process. At 
the same time, important progress needs to be made in 
incorporating elements within the existing laws the country 
has in place for a solid legal and institutional framework for 
integrating components into sectoral plans. 'In terms of 
strategy, Pakistan needs to design actions to meet the needs 
of its diverse regions; promote a model of regional 
governance that fosters participation; promote institutional 
arrangements for bolstering coordination across sectors 
while galvanizing sustainable rural development; and last 
but not least, coordination in sectoral policies', he 
recommended.

Ms Minahil Khan provided an analysis of the laws, policies 
and regulations relating to forestry in Pakistan in order to 
provide a legal strategy for the incorporation of REDD+. She 
said that Pakistan has one of the highest rates of annual 
deforestation in Asia. However, REDD+ - the unique 
compensatory mechanism developed under United Nations 
Programme on Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and 
Forest Degradation - offers Pakistan a historic opportunity to 
incentivize the conservation of its forests. Ms Khan pointed 
out that forestry in Pakistan suffers from a large number of 
management and finance related issues which necessitate an 
overarching national policy. As per the Draft Policy of 2015, 
some of the key issues of forestry at the national level are: 1. 
Absence of national forest monitoring mechanism. 2. 
Unregulated inter-provincial movement and trade of timber. 
3. Absence of uniform standards for forest monitoring and 
assessment of growing stock in carbon stored in forests. She 
shared that at the provincial level, forests are often 
transferred for non-forestry uses or encroached upon. There 
is also a shortage of irrigation water, inter-sectoral conflicts, 
natural calamities and weak law enforcement and 
governance rules. Ms Khan informed that 'The operative 
policy in Pakistan at present is the National Forest Policy 
2010. The Policy provides a framework for sustainable 
management of forests and associated natural resources 
including watersheds, range lands, wildlife etc. The primary 
goal of the policy is to provide guidance to the federal and 

25% considered essential for sustainable economic 
development. Since forest resources are limited, Pakistan 
has to import wood and wood products to meet the rising 
demand. Sharing data from various studies, he said that the 
degree to which the grazing lands are being used by local and 
migratory livestock herds in Pakistan's temperate areas is of 
immediate concern to natural resource managers. The 
livestock use these ranges intensively in the growing season. 
As a result of heavy grazing and trampling, standing 
phytomass of the herbaceous and shrubby vegetation is 
consumed low. This results in high runoff and unacceptable 
erosion. Amongst other drivers, he also shared that Pakistan's 
travel & tourism industry is booming as a result of significant 
improvement in the security situation.  The International Air 
Transport Association forecasts Pakistan domestic air travel 
will grow at least 9.5% per year, more than two times faster 
than the world average annual growth rate of 4.1 % over the 
next 20 years. While this will have positive economic 
benefits, this change also has its own associated threats in the 
form of new housing construction, demand for fuelwood etc. 
Mr Zaidi said that another major driver of deforestation is 
population. Pakistan has experienced one of the highest 
population growth rates globally over the period of last 20 
years. Average annual growth rate of 2.4% is alarming by all 
standards. He remarked that 'with the current population 
standing at almost 208 million which does not include the 
population of Gilgit Baltistan & Azad Jammu & Kashmir, 
meeting food, fibre & shelter requirements for this 
population is an enormous challenge more so when the 
economy is struggling in all segments & sectors. The 
situation in the forest areas regarding population explosion is 
the same as in the rest of the country. It is for this reason that 
the old hill stations like Abbottabad, Swat, Kaghan and Siran 
Valleys have less forests and more urban developments with 
each passing day.' He lamented that while Pakistan has talent 
and leadership, institutional collapse is rampant and 
education since independence has been a least priority. He 
concluded his presentation by saying that deforestation & 
forest degradation require immediate focus with solutions 
and action plans. Saving natural forests demands duty free 
and tax-free import of all forms of raw timber. There needs to 
be promotion, financing and support for agro-forestry; 
development of rangelands and pastures & their scientific 
management; development of new tourism sites and proper 
& professional management of all tourist locations; 
population must be controlled through awareness & 
education at all levels. 

Mr Jaime Severino discussed that as in other countries, the 
causes of deforestation in Pakistan are many and various, and 
are not simply to be found in the forestry sector, therefore, 
REDD strategies should be managed jointly by various state 
and provincial institutions, calling for political will at the 
highest level. He outlined that it was important to bring 
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cover since 2010 even in the presence of policies. He 
highlighted that there is no check on the timber mafia in the 
country and there are no rules and regulations for housing 
schemes and commercial activities. 

Dr Waheed Chaudhry drew attention towards Strategic 
Environmental and Social Assessment (SESA) conducted to 
ensure 'the integration of environmental and social 
considerations during the formulation of the National 
REDD+ Strategy and to see if REDD+ Readiness activities 
comply with all applicable safeguards; strengthen the space 
for policy dialogue already opened through the preparation 
of a Readiness Preparation Proposal (R-PP); and identifying 
transparent and precise methodologies for measuring carbon 
reserves and stocks among other necessary factors for the 
National REDD+ Strategy to function. He warned that the 
state of natural environment is on rapid decline in Pakistan, 
and while recent climate changes are causing serious threats, 
major causes are anthropogenic activities like illegal cutting 
of trees, deterioration of range lands, uncontrolled grazing 
and browsing, soil erosion, air and water pollution, lack of 
community participation for NRM, excessive use of 
pesticide and herbicides, population explosion and 
uncontrolled habitation.

Mr Paul Hyun Chung and Mr Mehmood Nasir said that 
there is need of public and private partnership of REDD+ in 
Pakistan and discussed community education and 
involvement of public by focusing on the importance of 
bottom up approach. They also emphasised that there is a 
need of stakeholder engagement. 

Concluding the session, MNA Ms Fauzia Hameed, talked 
about the deforestation occurring in Islamabad during the 
construction projects. She also highlighted the activities of 
Ministry of Climate Change, and recommended reforms in 
the educational system in the country. She focused on the 
importance of 'self-realization', and creating awareness 
among people and change of mindsets, and admitted that 
there is more legislation than before, but there is lack of 
implementation. Ÿ

provincial agencies to improve the maintenance, restoration 
and management of forests. This policy also introduced 
Geographical Information System (GIS) and Remote 
Sensing for Research and Development institutions and 
provincial forest departments, to effectively monitor the 
forest cover on public and private land. The National Forest 
Policy 2010 explicitly accommodates REDD+ under Clause 
1.10.' She lamented that in 2015, a new draft policy was 
introduced. 'This policy has yet to be passed and this delay 
can be attributed to the lack of coordination between the 
federal and provincial governments. The policy has been 
made at the federal level, but its implementation lies with the 
provinces which have yet to comment on it.’

Ms Aisha Sajjad presented her research 'Estimation of 
Carbon Stock of Subtropical Broad-Leaved Evergreen Scrub 
Forest of Compartment 47, Lehtrar, Kotli Sattian, 
Rawalpindi, Pakistan.' According to her research, there has 
been decline in the forest cover which used to be 5% in 2003 
and was 4% in 2011. Highlighting the objectives of the study, 
she said her research determined the C-Stock of the area 
under study; compared the carbon stock in all the pools; 
compared the carbon stock of the study area with that of other 
studies; and identified the relation between forest loss and 
carbon loss. She talked about Sustainable Forest 
Management which can be an effective way to decrease the 
degradation rate and conserving and enhancing the carbon 
stock. She also stressed the need for revision of forest laws, 
institutional development for maintenance of forest cover.

Mr Anish Joshi elaborated the technical aspects of REDD. 
He explained that in 2010, COP-16 set out in the Cancun 
Agreements, REDD+ to include the following goals: (a) 
reducing emissions from deforestation; (b) reducing 
emissions from forest degradation; (c) conservation of forest 
carbon stocks; (d) sustainable management of forests; and 
(e) enhancement of forest carbon stocks. He said that 
Pakistan has committed to the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDG); a set of seventeen goals which 
includes ending poverty, injustice, inequality and tackling 
climate change by the year 2030. The thirteenth goal of the 
SDGs is to take urgent action to combat climate change. In 
this regard, Pakistan has also recently passed a National 
Climate Change Policy and drafted a Forest Policy that takes 
into consideration the REDD+ strategy. 

Mr Kamran Hussain also talked about the drivers of 
deforestation and said that that there is no change in the forest 
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Chair: Dr Tariq Banuri, Executive Director, Global Change 
Impact Studies Centre, Islamabad, Pakistan

Discussant: Mr Ajaya Dixit, Institute for Social and 
Environmental Transition, Kathmandu, Nepal 

Panel Organizers: Dr Imran Khalid and Mr Ahmed Khaver, 
Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), 
Islamabad, Pakistan

Speakers:
Ÿ Ms Aatekah Ahmad Mir-Khan, Corporate Media 

Relations Manager, Corporate Affairs, Nestlé, Lahore, 
Pakistan

Ÿ Dr Abdul Majeed, Water Energy and Climate Change 
Expert, International Union for Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN), Karachi, Pakistan

Ÿ Ms Rina Saeed, Environmental Journalist, Islamabad, 
Pakistan

Ÿ Dr Malik Inayatullah Jan, Assistant Professor, Institute of 
Development Studies (IDS), The University of 
Agriculture, Peshawar, Pakistan

Ÿ Dr Munir Ahmad, Member (Natural Resources), Pakistan 
Agricultural Research Council (PARC), Islamabad, 
Pakistan

Report by: Ahmed Khaver, Sustainable Development 
Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan

Session C-7

Water Stewardship and Collective Action

Opening the podium discussion, Ms Aatekah Ahmad Mir 
Khan explained how Nestlé Pakistan had taken the lead in 
building a collective approach to promote Water 
Stewardship locally. She acknowledged the dismal situation 
of water quality and quantity in Pakistan, and shared that 
private businesses also need to play a responsible role in 
improving this situation so that future generation can also 
prosper. Ms Mir-Khan said that 'We built partnerships over 
the years with different stakeholders like government and 
civil society. The recently launched Nestlé Pakistan Water 
Plan enables us to work, with multiple partners, to preserve 
and protect water resources, to use research and technology, 
to introduce sustainable agricultural techniques and provide 
access to clean and safe drinking water. A collective 
approach helps us not just optimise water use in our factories 
but also in the watershed, agriculture and communities.' She 
was cognizant of the fact that all stakeholders must come 
together to strive for a better and sustainable future. She 
stated that Nestlé has increased water use efficiency in its 
factories via using multiple and varying methods and 
innovation. She said that due to these efforts Nestlé had 
saved an estimated 140 million litres of water from its 
operations. The target for 2019 is 400 million litres. She 
informed that as part of the Nestlé Pakistan Water Plan, 
Nestle is supporting the installation of drip irrigation for 
farmers in Punjab by paying 40% of the installation fees and 
is fitting water sensors in the soil to capture soil moisture to 
help the farmers avoid over-irrigation and under-irrigation. 
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promotion of water harvesting systems in the area.

Dr Munir Ahmad was of the opinion that Pakistan has done 
well in terms of increasing agriculture and production of 
hydroelectricity. He maintained that though ground has been 
covered, Pakistan still needs further storage capacity, 
especially in the case of hill torrents. He strongly called on 
the government to build dams of varying size and potential, 
increase water use efficiency, and improve water quality.

The discussant of the session Mr Ajaya Dixit provided a few 
examples from Nepal and how all stakeholders had been 
brought together to work on water issues. He stated that in 
Nepal, private companies provide rain water harvesting 
schemes to communities in and around their facilities. He 
further added that the concept of 'stewardship' should be 
considered in totality and be of holistic nature. 

The Chair of the discussion, Dr Tariq Banuri, stressed on 
the need of pricing for water use for irrigation purposes 
because agriculture takes up 90% of the freshwater supply in 
Pakistan. He also said that it is vital to look at aquifers as 
potential storages spaces and be taken as dams underground, 
especially in context of Punjab and Sindh. He cautioned 
against easy solutions and to be critical about these. Rain 
water harvesting, he opined, cannot be universally 
applicable in all areas. 

Supporting the positive role 
that the private sector can 
play in water stewardship, 
Dr Abdul Majeed talked 
abou t  the  need  o f  an 
integrated approach to 
w a t e r  r e s o u r c e 
management. He initiated 
his presentation with a brief 
description of what water 
stewardship means and 
what could be its benefits. 
He further added that IUCN 
is engaged in activities that 
a r e  i n t e g r a t i n g  a l l 
stakeholders and in the end 
helping communities and 
t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  H e 
recommended that 'we 
should avoid a sectorial 
a p p r o a c h  t o  w a t e r 
management and balance 
t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f 
competing users.' 

Ms Rina Saeed highlighted the unsustainable use of water in 
Pakistan and questioned why farmers continue to use water-
thirsty crops such as sugarcane and rice in a water-scarce 
country. She explained the on-ground situation of Pakistan's 
natural resources and how development has been on a 
collision path with the environment. She shared her concerns 
regarding how the China Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) and its related economic and infrastructural 
developments would cater for the enviornment. She 
identified that rice and sugarcane which consume the most 
water, should be discouraged and their production should be 
lowered and other crops should be produced instead which 
do not put such a heavy toll on water.  'Our glaciers that 
provide 50% of water supply to the Indus Basin are melting 
and that will have serious implications for our agriculture', 
she said. Ms Saeed further added that every government is 
consumed by its political issues, and ecological issues get 
sidelined.

Dr Malik Inayatullah Jan delivered a presentation on 
Rainwater Harvesting as Climate Adaptation in Pakistan: 
Key Determinants and Policy Implications. He urged that 
there should be water management in rain-fed agriculture to 
store water required for food production. Dr Jan shared that 
in order to meet their crops' water requirements, people have 
developed indigenous small-scale RWHS collection of 
water during high intensity rains. His main finding was that 
crop production could be substantially increased through 
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Chair:  Mr Shoaib Sultan Khan, Chairman, Rural Support 
Programmes Network (RSPN), Islamabad, Pakistan 

Moderator: Dr Inam ur Rahim, Chief Research Officer, 
Center for Applied Policy Research in Livestock (CAPRIL), 
University of Veterinary & Animal Sciences, Lahore. 

Panel Organizers: Mr Mohsin Ali Kazmi and Mr Ghamz E 
Ali Siyal, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), 
Islamabad, Pakistan

Speakers: 
Ÿ Dr Inam ur Rahim, Chief Research Officer, Center for 

Applied Policy Research in Livestock (CAPRIL), 
University of Veterinary & Animal Sciences, Lahore, 
Pakistan 

Ÿ Mr Ghulam Rasool, Director General, Pakistan 
Meteorological Department (PMD), Islamabad, Pakistan

Ÿ Dr Muhammad Ashraf, Chairman, Pakistan Council of 
Research in Water Resources  (PCRWR), Lahore, 
Pakistan

Ÿ Dr Rashid Bajwa, CEO, National Rural Support 
Programme (NRSP), Pakistan

Ÿ Dr Muhammad Munir Ahmad, Director Climate Change, 
National Agricultural Research Centre (NARC), 
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Ÿ Dr Ghulam Mustafa, Consultant, Asst Director, 
Directorate of Agriculture Extension, Pakistan

Ÿ Dr Sajjad Khan, Pakistan Agriculture and Research 
Council (PARC),  Islamabad, Pakistan

Report by: Zainab Naeem, Fatima Jinnah Women 
University, Rawalpindi, Pakistan

The roundtable began with a documentary on El-Niño and its 
impacts. 

Dr Inam Ur Rahim highlighted the significant impacts of 
El-Niño which are creating disasters in South Asia and 
South-East Asia. He stated that people had little awareness 
about El-Niño, but after the devastating floods of 2010 in 
South Asia, they started discussing this phenomenon. 
Moreover, climate change, global warming and El-Niño are 
producing cumulative impacts which include sedimentation 
in dams, rivers and lakes, soil erosion, landslides, Glacial 
Lake Outburst Flow (GLOF), floods, and hurricanes. The 
most affected are those living in rural areas or riverine plains 
due to loss of agricultural land and yield, ultimately resulting 
in poor economic growth. He said that it was important to 
differentiate between climate change and El-Niño and their 
impacts.

Session C-8

Understanding El-Niño and its Impacts on South Asia

Dr Ghulam Rasool shared that El-Niño is a Spanish term 
which means Christ Child and was named after a 
phenomenon which was observed in the Pacific Ocean, when 
due to global warming, fish migrated in deep waters near 
Christmas season, thus reducing the overall fish population 
near the Equatorial Belt. While discussing the context of 
Pakistan, he said that ENSO (El-Niño Southern Oscillation) 
is occurring in South Asian region and the combined effect of 
ENSO and El-Niño is termed as Larina. Because of Arctic 
oscillation on Tibet Plateau, weather patterns are getting 
disturbed in Pakistan causing unusual monsoon season. Dr 
Rasool said that due to delayed monsoon and low rainfall, 
Pakistan is facing water scarcity, and the Indus River System 
Authority (IRSA) has not yet developed a mechanism to deal 
with such issues. He warned that due to deforestation and 
lack of institutional capacity, Pakistan may soon face 
disastrous impacts of El-Niño. He proposed that there is a 
need to develop an efficient water management system in 
Pakistan and to build dams.

Dr Muhammad Ashraf was of the view that climate change 
is an ambiguous term and scientists are still not sure about its 
impacts. Hence, there is a need to focus on better 
understanding to improve policies related to climate change 
mitigation. Moreover, global warming, rising urbanisation 
along with massive deforestation is creating disasters for 
Pakistan. He proposed that the country needs an 'Integrated 
Flood Management System so that we do not lose our water 
and agricultural resources.' 

Dr Rashid Bajwa highlighted the role of NRSP in dealing 
with floods and water scarcity in riverine areas and stated that 
approximately 3.1 billion oil seeds have been imported 
which are water resistant as during floods such crops will be 
least affected. However, due to lack of awareness, farming 
communities are over irrigating crops in these areas which 
drowns the seed and causes leaching of fertilisers into the 
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and climate change, the overall crop size has reduced. He 
proposed that we need to develop drought resistant crops 
with one or two irrigation cycles to reduce the use of water 
resources. Also, there is a need to increase efficiency of water 
irrigation system in Pakistan. Seed storage is very important 
to combat food shortage in times of drought, therefore, seed 
saving and storage must be promoted in all agricultural 
sectors at the national level. He advised that there is a need to 
adopt eco-friendly and organic agricultural practices by 
introducing agriculture as a compulsory subject in 
curriculum;  adopting a bottom-up approach starting from 
the local to the national level. Smart technologies such as 
zero emission vehicles and eco-friendly fuel should be 
introduced to combat pollution. 

The Chair of the roundtable, Mr Shoaib Sultan Khan 
suggested focusing on socio-economic pillars to integrate 
climate change adaptation in communities, especially in 
rural areas. He remarked that 'we lack data and updated 
statistics related to climate change impacts on agriculture 
and other sectors, so we need to improve data sharing 
mechanisms among institutions.' Furthermore, farmers need 
to be trained about different phenomena such as 
evapotranspiration of crops and the resistant varieties. He 
also suggested developing a mechanism to directly capture 
glacier water and utilise it for agricultural cultivation 
purposes. 'Most importantly, there is a need to develop 
people-centric approaches, plans and policies so that 
communities are engaged and organised to address these 
challenges.' He concluded that it is very difficult to 
differentiate impacts of El-Niño and climate change as every 
year is recorded as hottest due to increase in global warming, 
smog has become a recurring phenomenon and floods have 
also become recurrent. So instead of theoretical discussions, 
we must start implementing strategies.

soil. He recommended that Pakistan needs to learn from the 
Netherlands because they have introduced capacity building 
of farmers at the national level which has produced efficient 
results over the past few years. Also, 'we must focus on 
climate change adaptation rather than mitigation so climate 
resistant infrastructure can be developed. The major issue 
that we face is that people and institutions are not ready to 
address these challenges collectively. Although theoretical 
discussions do suggest fruitful solutions but the problem lies 
in implementing strategies', he said. He also highlighted that 
another major issue that aggravates the impacts of climate 
change and El-Niño is overpopulation and this can be 
addressed with inter-connectivity among regions. 

Dr Muhammad Munir Ahmad reminded the audience that 
agriculture is the life line of Pakistan's economy and pointed 
out that climate change has caused reduction in the overall 
crop yield. However, this issue can be overcome by 
introducing resistant crop varieties, especially in northern 
and rural areas where agriculture is practiced on a wide scale. 
He also pointed out that southern Punjab and Sindh are 
facing severe droughts and desertification which can be 
addressed by introducing salt and drought tolerant crop 
varieties in these areas. He further highlighted the role of 
NARC which has introduced resistant olive varieties in 
Gilgit-Baltistan region which is successfully enhancing the 
crop yield. Moreover, he stressed the need for water shed 
management and improving hydrogeological modeling by 
incorporation of social models.

Dr Ghulam Mustafa proposed that knowledge of on-
ground realities is important to address the challenges of El-
Niño and climate change. He suggested that capacity 
building is important for adaptation to climate change. He 
pointed out that in Lower Indus Delta, rising sea level 
temperature has reduced the fish population. Also, 20% of 
wheat production in Sindh has been lost due to sea water 
intrusion. Moreover, winter season has shrunk which has 
reduced the yield of Rabi crops and due to water scarcity, 
people are dependent on underground water resources which 
are also shrinking due to lack of management. Sindh used to 
have sweet underground water resources which have been 
depleted. He recommended adopting smart technologies that 
are being developed by researchers, scholars and institutions 
abroad, incorporating more funds into research and 
development on climate change, and monitoring policies for 
implementation. 

Dr Sajjad Khan stated that 33% GDP of Pakistan is 
contributed by the agricultural sector which is now affected 
by climate change. Also, due to heat waves, global warming 
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Moderator: Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive Director, 
Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), 
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Ÿ Dr Ihtesham Akram, Director Advocacy, Palladium, 
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Report by: Ms Maryam Shabbir, Sustainable Development 
Policy Institute, Islamabad, Pakistan; and, Ms Hajira Junaid, 
Volunteer, Islamabad, Pakistan

Dr Ihtesham Akram, Director Advocacy, Palladium, 
presenting on 'Voices and Choices: Empowerment, Voice 
and Accountability for Better Health and Nutrition', 
explained that this project is about enhancing communities' 
understanding of their health rights and entitlements and 
engagement in monitoring the planning and delivery of 
services. It was also facilitating opportunities for citizens to 
engage with duty bearers. Palladium is working in 150 union 
councils of Punjab and 119 union councils of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa (KP). Issues raised by citizens include 
healthcare waste management (1%), referral (2%), HF 
upgradation (4%), WASH (13%), equipment and supplies 
(19%), HR allocation (8%), medicine (8%), staff behaviour 
(7%), infrastructure (14%) and staff availability (4%). He 
shared that in KP more than 82% increased spending in 
health sector is on salaries only and not on medicines 
whereas in Punjab more than 70% spending is on salaries. 
There is a genuine increase in demand for medicines in KP. 

Session CC-1

Roundtable on Citizen Centric Health Initiative

Some 66% and 71% respectively was on budget spent on 
furniture and machinery purchases in KP and Punjab. Both 
the provinces had not used budget on purchase of equipment 
to improve health facilities. There is no direct involvement of 
citizens on health. 

Rana Muhammad Afzal Khan, Minister of State for Finance, 
said that we do not have uniform implementable policy in 
provinces and we need uniform resources from top to down. 
Basic problem with Pakistan's health policy is prevention 
versus cure. We need to look at both sides with maximum 
being on cure. Prevention side is not highlighted because of 
two reasons, i.e. lack of awareness among the masses, people 
only go when there is only emergency. Basic health design is 
wrong. Pakistan is led by journalists. Health department is 
run by bureaucrats not by health professionals. We need a 
comprehensive plan on health, he emphasized. In budget 
making process parliamentarians should take the lead. 
Discussions should be carried out. There is a need to 
sensitize bureaucracy on budget allocation. Bureaucrats 
should sensitize the parliamentarians so that the budget 
allocation can be achieved authentically.

Mr Mehmood Jan, Standing Committee on Health, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Assembly, said that Sehat Insaf Card is in 
practice in KP to facilitate communities. There is lack of 
awareness among masses. Health budget was initially PKR 
18 billion but now it is PKR 67 billion in KP. No doctor was 
willing to move to remote areas. Salary increase was due to 
this reason to encourage doctors to serve in remote areas. 
They have also established financial budget cell and 
complaint centres to facilitate patients. Latest tools like use 
of internet to interact and inquire about health issues have 
also been promoted in KP. He recommended that pricing of 
medicines should be uniform across country. He said that 
there were issues of load shedding in hospitals affecting the 
patients. They have therefore shifted to solar system at many 
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Dr Nousheen Hamid, Member of Punjab Provincial 
Assembly, said that the WHO delegation came for a survey 
and identified weak points in health system. They identified 
issues like shortage of human resources and overburdened 
doctors. Laboratories have no standards. She recommended 
that preventive healthcare programme should be initiated. 
Human resource should be increased. There is a need for 
development of uniform regulatory standards for food 
security. Checking anti-microbial resistance is also highly 
recommended. Sustained preventive programme should be 
initiated. 

Mr Ejaz Hafeez, Deputy Mayor of Lahore, shared that there 
are 27 DHs, 131 THQs and 2,502 basic health units in 
Punjab. They have upgraded district DHQs in terms of 
cleaning and they are outsourcing this. Doctors and staff 
need capacity building on behaviour with patients. For this 
they have initiated awards for staff and paramedical staff. 
They have also initiated public-private partnership. Some 
193 ambulances are working in Punjab and 200 more 
ambulances will be added in the upcoming year. He said that 
quality of medicine is a serious issue which needs to be 
addressed by a local body system. 

places of KP. 

Ms Shazia Sohail Mir, Member National Assembly, said that 
there is a difference in what the government says and what is 
on practical grounds. There is a need to verify numbers in the 
constituencies so that the government can implement it on 
better grounds. 

Dr Ihtisham Akram said that there is no direct citizen 
involvement in the health sector for planning and decision 
making. Patient is denied medicines from the stock. Citizens' 
participation in policy making should be ensured. 

Dr Najma Afzal Khan, from the Standing Committee on 
Health in Punjab, said that in Punjab, a total of 44 BHUs 
services have been started working 24/7 for delivery of child, 
1,034 emergency service had also been started. Dialysis is 
free of cost in Punjab. Some 43% budget has been increased. 
'We have started working on missing facilities like doctors 
and equipment. THQs are linked with teaching hospital for 
more facilitation'. Ambulance can be called on 1034 in rural 
areas. Provision of auto clave syringes and proper waste 
management system has been started as well.  
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should have a say in planning. Health should be part of the 
political manifestoes. Accountability should be made 
compulsory. 

Ms Aniqa Manzoor said that doctors should satisfy the 
patients by addressing their queries. She lamented that 
people do not give passage to the ambulances. Separate 
passage should be allocated for the ambulances. 

Ms Samanthi Bandara from Sri Lanka emphasized on 
spending the unspent money. Morbidity patterns should be 
discussed and be made available. Health should be made part 
of the curriculum. 

Another participant said everyone should work on 
population control at individual level. Pakistan should adopt 
one child policy for the next 50 years. 

Mr Moazzam Bhatti from the SDPI said that the elite class 
needs to serve better in the fields of health and education; 
and, improve governance. While discussing the quality of 
medicines, he said that over 860,000 medicines are 
registered in Pakistan. Politicians should give awareness to 
the masses. Some 80% of Balochistan does not have access 
to newspaper. How can one talk about health facilities there, 
he wondered.

Dr Abid Suleri said that institutionalizing health sector 
problems is a huge challenge. 

Ms Nabila Khan, member task force on SDGs in Punjab said 
that we need a positive change to meet targets. Mechanism 
for monitoring and oversight on budget allocation is 
important to look at. 
 
Ms Tamkeen Akhtar Niazi, from the Standing Committee on 
Health in Punjab, said that micro insurance schemes for 
masses had been introduced. A lot of intellectual work has 
been carried out but output is zero. Work ethics should be 
improved. Hygiene should be started from schooling like 
other countries do. Charitable hospitals should be given 
licenses to help government on health issues. We should 
choose and propose the right policies. 

Ms Romina Khurshid Alam, Member National Assembly, 
said that collective initiatives are more effective. Main issue 
is the data about treatment, patients and equipment. Health 
steering committee is another thing we are looking at. In the 
last elections, manifesto was education and it was taken very 
seriously. 

Question, answers and comments from participants 

From KP a participant proposed that to address the citizens' 
demands, one can initiate cards. Health issue was a 
technocratic issue. Now citizens should be stakeholders and 
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Moderators: 
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Islamabad
Mr Haroon Sharif, South Asian Adviser, World Bank, 
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Ÿ Ms Nafisa Shah, MNA Pakistan People's Party, Sindh,  
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Ÿ Senator Noman Wazir, Pakistan Tehrik-i-Insaf, 

Islamabad 
Ÿ Dr Miftah Ismail, Chairman, Federal Board of 

Investment, Islamabad

Reported by: Maryam Shabbir and Hajira Junaid 

Dr Abid Suleri said that whenever the government tries to 
privatize an entity like PIA or Railways, the opposition 
opposes it. He stressed the need to build a political consensus 
among parties.

Mr Haroon Sharif said that Pakistan has moved from 
conflict economy to transition economy in the international 
market, so there is a need to adopt consistency in policies. He 
said Pakistan should engage the world actors who can 
demonstrate that policy is linked to outcome whereas others 
see policy as an investment. “We have lowest investment to 
GDP ratio in Pakistan,” he said, adding that the youth is 
another area where consensus can be built to strengthen 
economy. Bold decisions on institutional arrangements in 
trade can be taken, he suggested. Connectivity is very low 
within South Asia; political stability cannot happen in any 
country unless it is economically stable. Countries which 
have grown have undergone very tough politico-economic 
conditions. 

Mr Nauman Wazir said that the annual trade of Pakistan is 
Rs50b imports and Rs20b exports, so the deficit is Rs30b 
which is very huge. 'One road one belt' is more than a trillion-
dollar project, he said, adding that Pakistan don't have much 
in the name of CPEC. “Free trade agreement with China has 
increased the deficit a lot. Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry should have been involved to get its expert input. 
Afrasiab Khattak said that peace and security is the Awami 
National Party (ANP) manifesto. “We need policy changes 

Session CC-2

Charter of Economy: Moving towards a Consensus on Socio-Economic Agenda

in connection with Jihadi projects, which are affecting 
economy. We need to finish double dealings. He said national 
character of economy should be decided. Trade is like a 
water. If you close one door, then five more doors will be 
opened.” He said policies need shift and ANP will focus on it. 

Syed Naveed Qamar said that given the fragmentation in 
politics, no government can draft a charter of economy, but 
organizations like SDPI can follow up and make it possible 
and move forward. “Privatization is purely political rather an 
economic issue, therefore, it is very delicate to deal with this. 
Foreign exchange policy is very low. Exports and imports are 
not sustainable in Pakistan. Current account deficit is a 
surplus one.” He suggested that exports should be the focus 
now. We have not touched Iran for trade so far, he said. 

Senator Shibli Faraz said that majority issues are structural. 
“We have always linked foreign policy with some conflict. 
Foreign exchange was needed only when political 
governments came. Collation Support Fund is also a 
question whether we receive it or not.” Talking about 
strategic trade policy framework, he said, policy makers 
know that it won't be implemented. Commerce Ministry has 
limited powers, that's why there is no industrial policy in the 
country, he said. How can commerce ministry make policies 
when every province has different policies, he questioned. 
“Our trade contribution is only 5% in the region because of 
the conflict issues; transport policy should be clear; we need 
to have more seaports; we do not have political will towards 
issues. CPEC has been kept very secret since beginning 
which is not good; economic diplomacy should be the focus; 
government size should be according to the size of our 
economy; PTCL has to pay $850 million to the government, 
but it is pending for the last 10 years.” He said privatization is 
the only solution, but it should be done in a transparent way. 
Rana Muhammad Afzal said that Pakistan's economy has 
increased to 5.4%. If you are not allowed to trade with India 
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market; $ 2.5 billion was borrowed on ad hoc basis; finance 
ministry is person specific.” 

Question-answer session
To a question, Senator Nauman Wazir said that there are 69 
state-owned enterprises with Rs500 b losses. “Some are 
doing good and others are going in loss; there is no debate in 
the Senate on these issues; all sectors should be privatized.”

To another question, Syed Naveed Qamar said that 
privatization is a very controversial subject in Pakistan. 
“Public at large is not on board. Privatization is a solution to 
put our economy on right track, but people should be the 
stakeholders. “

Mr Haroon said that the state-owned enterprises should 
have a policy in Pakistan and one needs a direction by the 
leadership. 

Miftah Ismail said privatization has its own problems. 
“Institutional structures are not good. Governance system is 
personalized. In 36 years, Council of Common Interest has 
convened only for 11 times then how can one expect a 
consensus on issues. There is a need to have a game plan for 
privatization. 

then we need a charter of economy. “We need to analyze 
from where taxes should be initiated. Our economy is based 
on exports, which provides an opportunity to business 
people to export products.” Rupee policy criticism is also 
right, he said, adding that when you have an import-oriented 
economy then government has its own targets and plans. “If 
we take politics out of economy, then things would get 
better.” He called upon the political parties to keep their 
political interests aside and that is the way to make economy 
progressive. 

Dr Nafisa Shah said that China's economy is like a dinosaur, 
as Chinese reserves are $3 trillion with 1.3 billion 
population. There was a $24b jump in their economy within a 
month. On the contrary, Pakistan with 200 million 
population, lost $2.6 b in just three months. 

She said state of privatization is miserable in Pakistan. 
Charter of economy should make privatization as part of it. 
We need to see what privatization has done in the country. 

For example, PTCL was privatized in Gen. Musharraf 
regime, but it was given to a company that was lesser than the 
size of PTCL. “State of economy is sad in Pakistan; when 
reserves fell in the last quarter what was the response of the 
government; it went with shopping bag in the international 
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Summary of Proceedings and Recommendations: Dr 
Abid Q. Suleri,  Executive Director, Sustainable 
Development Policy Institute, Islamabad, Pakistan

Special Lectures by:  
Dr Shamshad Akhtar, Under Secretary General,  United 
Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the 
Pacific  (UNESCAP), Bangkok, Thailand (via skype)

Mr Mushahid Hussain Syed, Senator and Chairman, Senate's 
Standing Committee on Defence, Islamabad, Pakistan

Remarks by the Guest of Honour: Mr Syed Khurshid 
Ahmed Shah, Leader of Opposition, National Assembly of 
Pakistan

Vote of Thanks: Ambassador Shafqat Kakakhel, 
Chairperson, SDPI Board of Governors, Islamabad, Pakistan

Report by: Mr Syed Ali Wasif Naqvi and Mr Abbas Murtaza 
Maken, Sustainable Development Policy Institute, 
Islamabad, Pakistan

Dr Abid Q. Suleri, Executive Director, Sustainable 
Development Policy Institute, said that it was an honour for 
SDPI to host 269 panellists from 16 countries. Pointing out 
the smaller representation from the neighbouring country of 
India due to visa issues, he emphasised that, 'We should 
promote the agenda of regional cooperation.' For this to 
materialise, Dr Suleri indicated that consensus must be 
fostered across the political spectrum regarding the 
mul t i tude of  socia l ,  economic,  infras t ructural , 
environmental, governance and foreign policy challenges 
facing the country. In particular, he hoped that the 
sustainable development agenda agreed at the Conference 
would be pursued beyond the course of the 2018 elections. 
He further stated that the democratic order in Pakistan must 
be preserved to ensure that its benefits are gradually directed 
towards the entire population. Dr Suleri further said that the 

Closing Plenary: H.U. Beg Memorial Lectures

politics of progress, pluralism and inclusion embodied in and 
witnessed during the Conference are imperative for creating 
a counter-narrative against the politics of hate and exclusion 
gaining ground in the region and around the world. He 
presented a summary of the panels which were held during 
the three-day Conference,  including sessions on regional 
connectivity, economic development, CPEC, energy crisis, 
livelihood restoration in conflict-affected areas, disaster risk 
reduction, women empowerment, climate change, 
community resilience, and religious minorities. 'We take 
sustainable development as a holistic phenomenon', he 
added, since the agenda of each session was intrinsically and 
inextricably linked to each other, with the achievement of 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) being the 
crosscut t ing  theme.  He shared  tha t  the  pol icy 
recommendations made over the course of the Conference 
would be shared with the Government, and relevant 
ministries.

Syed Khurshid Ahmed Shah, Leader of Opposition in the 
National Assembly and representative of Pakistan People's 
Party said that we must rise above our differences and adopt a 
united approach on creating shared prosperity. He said that 
the current volatility in the country has hindered the 
government and political leadership's ability to translate 
policy goals into action. He urged that strengthening and 
stabilising the system should be prioritised over petty 
political gains. He was of the view that the welfare system in 
Pakistan must be strengthened to ensure an adequate 
standard of living for the majority of the population and in 
particular economic policies should favour the middle-class 
to ensure sustained growth and prosperity in the region. Mr 
Shah proposed that reliance on indirect taxes must be 
reduced and the government's capacity for tax collection 
along with parliamentary oversight over the budget making 
process should be improved. The practice of passing 
supplementary budgets without sufficient discussion in 
Parliament must be curtailed to avoid budgetary issues. 
While talking about environmental issues, he warned that 
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country, with a disproportionate impact on the most 
marginalised sections of society. She underscored the 
importance of political stability and the continuation of 
democracy in empowering the public and private sectors to 
address Pakistan's myriad challenges.

Dr Akhtar suggested that social safety nets like the Benazir 
Income Support Programme (BISP), presently spanning 5.4 
million households, must be substantially scaled up to 
augment the efficacy and scope of such programmes. She 
was also of the opinion that more effective vertical and 
horizontal federal-provincial-local fiscal arrangements are 
critical.  SDGs responsibility disproportionately falls on the 
provinces and local  governments.  In her  view, 
'Decentralisation has been a landmark achievement and 
resource transfers were agreed upfront. However, given the 
scale of a devolution and its implications, there is need to, 
among others, reflect further on the sharing of financing and 
expenditure burdens for joint projects, development of new 
cooperative federal-provincial-local institutional 
coordination mechanism, and mitigate the political 
resistance to tax major sources of local revenues.  This may 
call for further deliberations at the Council of Common 
Interest and by provincial governments. These is a need to 
further think through how provincial and local governments 
should overhaul local taxation systems and options for 
financing and streamlining SDG responsibilities.'

The Under Secretary General pointed out that Pakistan has 
yet to fully leverage multiple regional cooperation and 

environmental degradation in conjunction with flawed 
development policies has worsened the quality of life for 
Pakistanis, especially since investments in and the allocation 
and provision of education, health and environmental 
protection have not kept pace with rapid population growth. 
He concluded by arguing that among the major economic 
stresses of Pakistan were an increasingly strained natural and 
fiscal resource base due to unchecked population growth and 
the shrinking export base of the country. 

Dr Shamshad Akhtar, Under Secretary General, 
UNESCAP, in her address via Skype, highlighted the 
significance of the UN Agenda 2030, saying that 'Pakistan 
must prioritise the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development'. She said that the political leadership must 
unequivocally back this agenda and create a robust 
monitoring and implementation mechanism  through 
improved statistical and data gathering systems to help 
gauge progress on core sustainable development indicators. 
Dr Akhtar reflected on the issue of poverty through a 
multidimensional prism. She said that there are currently 60 
million people vulnerable to poverty in Pakistan, with the 
country also lagging behind its peer economies in the region 
in its performance on human development indicators. Thus, 
public spending on health and education, which is barely 4% 
of GDP, must be expanded, she suggested. Regarding 
environmental issues, Dr Akhtar said that environmental 
degradation and climate change induced natural disasters 
have compounded socioeconomic problems. Climate 
change is causing and exacerbating disasters throughout the 
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Ambassador Shafqat Kakakhel, Chairman Board of 
Governors, SDPI, by Dr Tariq Banuri, Founding Executive 
Director of SDPI. Appreciation awards were also presented 
to Dr Shoaib Sultan, former SDPI BoG member; Engr. 
Shamsul Mulk, former Chair SDPI BoG; Ms Romina 
Khurshid Alam, Member, Green Parliamentarian Caucus; 
Mr Malik Muhammad Uzair Khan, Chair, National 
Assembly Standing Committee on Climate Change; Mr 
Farid Raees, Anchorperson, Neo News Network; Mr Shoaib 
Nizami, Dunya News; Mr Gulzar Chaudhry; and Mubarak 
Zeb Khan, General Secretary, Rawalpindi-Islamabad Union 
of Journalists.  

During the vote of thanks, Ambassador Shafqat Kakakhel, 
Chairperson, SDPI Board of Governors, thanked SDPI for 
the Lifetime Achievement Award. He thanked the Pakistani 
and international delegates for their participation, in 
particular thanking the Ministry of Interior for the special 
visa arrangements for foreign dignitaries. He also applauded 
the role of the media for its phenomenal event coverage and 
the SDPI team for doing a great job of managing a mammoth 
event. 

The following publications were launched and presented to 
the speakers at the Closing Plenary:
 
1. SDPI's Journal of Development Policy, Research 

and Practice
2. SDC Anthology: “Sustainable Development: 

Envisaging the Future Together”
3.  SDPI's Annual Report 2016 – 2017 

integration platforms which are critical for the country's 
economic and trade diversification, deeper market 
integration, and enhanced seamless and multimodal 
transport connectivity. 'Connectivity should be coupled with 
energy and ICTs, and the implementation of other reforms to 
achieve transboundary SDGs', she urged. For mainstreaming 
the SDGs, the government should be proactive in designing 
and adopting effective development plans and budgets at the 
central, provincial and local levels. She opined that the 
Government of Pakistan should strengthen its tax base to 
reduce its debt servicing burden and reliance on external 
finance markets as well as become a signatory on the 
Framework Agreement on Facilitation of Cross Border 
Paperless Trade. Dr Akhtar counselled that the country must 
move beyond setting task forces and committees and deepen 
its focus on implementation of pertinent socioeconomic 
reforms. Admiring SDPI's work, she said that think tanks 
such as SDPI have a key role in galvanizing knowledge, 
support and resources for the achievement of SDGs.

Senator Mushahid Hussain  Syed spoke on the 
opportunities and challenges of trade and foreign policy in 
South Asia's emerging geopolitical landscape. He cautioned 
against reverting to the paradigm of geopolitics prevalent in 
the Cold War era, while welcoming the trend towards greater 
regional connectivity and integration in South Asia, as 
regional countries will be able to leverage their tremendous 
human resources, economic and natural resource potential. 
To ensure the progress of Pakistan on this trajectory, he 
recommended a revival of Track-II diplomatic channels and 
full participation of regional partners in the upcoming 
SAARC Regional Summit in Islamabad. He called for the 
peaceful resolution to the longstanding conflict in Kashmir 
in line with the United Nations resolutions, which is essential 
to attaining peace, stability and prosperity in India, Pakistan 
and the wider region. He also underscored the importance of 
Pakistan's policy of respecting Afghanistan's territorial 
integrity and sovereignty, as it would contribute towards the 
country's ongoing transition towards peace and stability. 

Senator Mushahid said Pakistan's foreign policy is 
undergoing a radical shift from geopolitics towards geo-
economics as the region moves towards enhanced 
cooperation to create a cohesive South Asia. Pakistan now 
has multiple power centres, with new additions including the 
media and civil society. He said that there are two divergent 
trends in the region – regional connectivity versus cold war 
dynamics. With regards to the domestic front, he opined that 
a bipartisan agenda pertaining to the economy, environment, 
foreign policy and security must be created before the 2018 
elections.

Towards the cessation of the H.U. Beg Memorial Plenary, 
SDPI's Lifetime Achievement Award was presented to 
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Winners of media awards with Information Minister Maryam Aurangzeb and SDPI Executive Director Dr Abid Suleri.
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