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The Nalanda-Sriwijaya Centre

The Nalanda-Sriwijaya Centre (NSC) at the ISEAS - Yusof Ishak Institute, 
Singapore, pursues research on historical interactions among Asian 
societies and civilisations.

It serves as a forum for the comprehensive study of the ways in which 
Asian polities and societies have interacted over time through religious, 
cultural, and economic exchanges, and diasporic networks. The Centre also 
offers innovative strategies for examining the manifestations of hybridity, 
convergence and mutual learning in a globalising Asia. It sees the following 
as it main aims:

1. To develop the ‘Nalanda idea’ of building for contemporary Asia an 
appreciation of Asian achievements and mutual learning, as exemplified 
by the cosmopolitan Buddhist centre of learning in Nalanda, as well as the 
‘Sriwijaya idea’ of Southeast Asia as a place of mediation and linkages 
among the great civilisations.

2. To encourage and develop skills needed to understand the civilisations of 
Asia and their interrelationships.

3. To build regional research capacities and infrastructure for the study of 
the historical interactions among the civilisations and societies of Asia.
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EDITORIAL
NSC’s broad mandate asks its 
researchers to look at the nuances of 
interaction between Asian societies, 
whether it be in the distant past or 
something more contemporary.  Some 
of these interactions place a primacy 
on connectivity.  Ding Choo Ming’s 
introductory feature article in this issue 
on the amazing resilience of the pantun 
as a form of popular Malay literature 
and Leonard Andaya’s research on the 
Chinese involvement in the trade of 
Eastern Indonesia from the Early Modern 
Period are very different examples, 
though both approach this mandate 
from the perspectives of literature and 
history, respectively.  

Such studies underline the fact that 
Southeast Asia remains a great frontier 
for research on intra-Asian interactions. 
There is much to be discovered, and 
a multi-disciplinary effort is the best 
approach to tackle this frontier.  For 
researchers who work on the region, it is 
very sexy (and I daresay, even romantic) 
to be at the forefront of these discoveries 
and to share them with the world. 

Southeast Asia’s location between 
the great civilisations of India and 
China often beg the question of local 
innovation, and of how imported 
concepts were localised.  The study of 
diasporic communities from Southeast 
Asia, and to Southeast Asia, have been 
of particular interest in recent years.  

Territorial claims which use past 
knowledge on trading networks are also 
a hot topic these days, particularly with 
the Permanent Court of Arbitration at 
The Hague ruling on China’s claim on 
the South China Sea on 12 July 2016.* 
The careful study of the material culture 
from these various regions may provide 
incredibly important evidence of past 
interactions for a better understanding 
of the past.

NSC researchers engage with 
professional peers within and without the 
region, as exemplified in the report on 
the 2nd SEAMEO SPAFA International 
Conference on Southeast Asian 
Archaeology held in Bangkok, April 
2016.  Michael Ng demonstrates how 
exciting research training in Southeast 
Asia can be in his article on the ASEAN 
Underwater Archaeology training 
workshop in the Gulf of Thailand.  

Dr. Wannasarn Noonsuk’s synthesis 
on Gulf of Thailand trade since the 
iron age on 15 July 2016 (NSC Lecture 
Series) was masterful.  Environmental 
factors such as the exploitation of beach 
ridges over time and the archaeological 
evidence for overland trade in the 
Isthmus of Kra (made possible by rivers) 
were presented as contributing factors 
for why trade flourished there in the 
early centuries CE.  

Dr. Peter Sharrock’s lecture on 3 
August 2016 also showed how a newly 

availble ancient inscription from the 
Khmer empire could potentially rewrite 
the current understanding of Khmer 
history and religion.  Sharrock argued 
that the K. 1297 inscription, which 
adds light to the previously obscure 
history of King Tribhuvanadityavarman 
(who reigned as an esoteric Buddhist 
king from 1149-77CE in the tradition 
of the Mahidharapura dynasty),  would 
have altered the religious balance of 
Angkor towards Buddhism.  Sharrock 
argues that despite many kings being 
esoteric Buddhists, Brahmanistic 
practices continued to be used for 
court ceremonies, as the power of the 
appropriate mantras and ceremonies 
were needed to invoke power.

Regarding collaborative efforts, NSC 
has established the NSC-NU Internship 
Programme with Nalanda University 
(see page 11 of this issue for more 
details).  Additionally, upcoming issues 
promise to showcase exciting initiatives.

* Michael Flecker’s NSC Working paper 
entitled “Early Voyaging in the South China 
Sea: Implications on Territorial Claims,” 
which is related to this topic, might be useful 
to our readers. It can be found at the following 
link: http://bit.ly/nscworkingpapers. 
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A pantun is an orally transmitted 
form of folk poetry. It is commonly 
found in the Malay world and 
enjoyed by the Malays, Javanese, 
Sundanese, Acehnese, those from 
Makassar; as well as among the 
non-Malays, particularly among the 
Peranakan Baba and Keling in the 
Straits Settlements.  

The pantun tradition was likely to 
have been spread through migration 
when the Southeast Asian maritime 
world was borderless. This very 
freedom of movement, however, 
makes it difficult to ascertain where 
the pantun originated.  

The pantun was initially meant to 
be sung and first appeared in the 
Sejarah Melayu. The term ‘pantun’ 
probably came from Indonesia. 
Scholars are, however, divided 
over the etymological roots of the 

word. Some have argued that it is 
based on the high Javanese parik 
while others believe it came from 
tun, which is found in a number of 
Indonesian languages. In the Toba 
language of North Sumatra, ‘pantun’ 
means polite or worthy of respect.

The pantun flourished in Malaysia 
and became a favourite of the 
aristocracy in surrounding countries. 
It also gained popularity among 
common people as an everyday 
ritual.

Local communities in the Malay 
world used to recite their favourite 
pantuns at various social settings. 
They were recited to welcome 
guests; cure the sick; to offer 
advice; as entertainment to lighten 
the burdens of labour on the farm, 
at sea, and so on. The pantun are 
usually used as a means to express 

world views as their themes touch on 
love, romance, faith, hope, sorrow, 
joy, separation, reunions, and even 
ideas on rights, obligations and 
philosophical insights. 

In this sense, the pantun played an 
important social role as markers of 
rituals and vehicles of wisdom in the 
everyday life of local communities. It 
is only their constant repetition that 
has helped this oral folk tradition 
survive the passage of time and 
spread across the region.

As one of many forms of Malay 
traditional poetry, a pantun’s 
structure, style, rhyme, and formula 
is different from that of syair, 
gurindam, rubai and others.  The 
popularity of this style of verse can 
be seen when one looks at how 
many pantun have been integrated 
in bangsawan and boria (types of 

FEATURE:
On Pantuns: Preserving a Popular 
Form of Malay Oral Literature

By Ding Choo Ming
Vis i t ing Senior  Fe l low,  Nalanda–Sr iwi jaya  Centre

The Spread of Pantun in the Malay world. (Credit: Ding Choo Ming)
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Malay theatre), as well as dikir barat 
and dondang sayang (types of Malay 
music) performances in order to 
convey a certain message.

Not only did the pantun evolve into 
a cultural art form, it was highly 
accommodating of other cultures too. 
For example, it has been observed 
that the pantun grew into a form 
of seduction and storytelling that 
incorporated Chinese, Sundanese 
and later European cultures. The 
pantun is thus a prime example of 
intra-regional flows and cross-cultural 
influence in Southeast Asia. The 
art form serves to remind us that 
connectivity and networks were alive 
and well before the emergence of 
national boundaries.

They are thus wonderful examples of 
the profound cultural commonalities 

that persist through time which 
transcend current political boundaries, 
as well as linguistic and ethnic in-
groups.  Pantun are written in many 
types of scripts, including the Jawi 
script.  

The beauty of the pantun also lies in 
its rhyme. There are different types of 
rhyme schemes used in it. There are 
head-rhyme, internal-rhyme and end-
rhyme, as dictated by their locations 
in the pantun.  The general public 
usually more interested in the end-
rhyme abab which is associated with 
the characteristic rhyme pattern that 
distinguishes the pantun from syair 
and gurindam.

As the pantun are highly metaphorical, 
their translations are  thus highly 
subjective. 

Reading or even reciting pantun is not 
enough. It is important to understand 
the meaning and values embedded 
in the art form. Just as the pantun 
was transmitted from generation to 
generation, so too must its meanings 
and values.

Nevertheless, pantun continue to be  
popular in the Malay World. Evidence 
of this is the regular publication of new 
pantun books in Brunei, Indonesia, 
Malaysia and Singapore, many of 
which will be out of print in a matter of 
months.  In addition, cyberspace has 
allowed younger readers to share and 
contribute  different types of pantun, 
suggesting that the pantun, unlike the 
syair, gurindam and seloka, are more 
attractive to the young. With that, the 
pantun looks like it’s here to stay. 

The pantun above means “do what is good and never do evil to other people”. The meaning 
of the syair may be read as “you wake up from gloomy times with knowledge that will shine 
your way forward”.

Two examples of Pantun written in Malay and Jawi.  The meaning of the first pantun above 
may be read as “better late than never, and you will get whatever that is yours”; the second 
as “let by-gones be by-gones as it has departed for someone else.”
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EVENTS:
Chinese Involvement in the 
Trade of Eastern Indonesia 
in the Early Modern Period

By Ten Leu-Jiun
Research Of f icer ,  Nalanda–Sr iwi jaya  Centre

Professor Leonard Andaya 
(University of Hawai‘i) presented on 
Chinese trade networks in eastern 
Indonesia from c. 1400 – c. 1830 at 
ISEAS - Yusof Ishak Institute on 9 
June 2016. 47 people attended. 

Andaya explored the less understood 
networks of Chinese tradesmen and 
collectors who worked with local 
communities in eastern Indonesia, 
such as the Sama Bajo and the 
Timorese. Andaya argued that 
Chinese networks were the ‘glue’ 
that kept other eastern Indonesia 
networks functioning “as a unity,” 
without the need to have a political 
superstructure. 

Most studies on Chinese trade in 
Southeast Asia have focused on 
the major port cities like Manila and 
Batavia. His research focused on 
the Chinese tradesmen in smaller 
port towns who acted as the main 
interface with the local primary 

collectors in collecting local produce, 
such as bird’s nest, sandalwood, 
tortoiseshell, and tripang (sea 
cucumber). Some were directly 
involved as primary or secondary 
collectors, working in partnership 
with the locals.

Several factors contributed to the 
success of the Chinese intermediary 
network.  Local Chinese who knew 
the languages and cultures of the 
communities where they lived were 
crucial partners as they provided 
vital trade information to the 
network. They often intermarried 
local women, creating a relationship 
of family and trust. They could also 
borrow from wealthier Chinese 
merchants, who were willing to 
wait for several years for product 
delivery. 

The Chinese who engaged in local 
peddling trade were the key actors 
as they had resource awareness and 

area knowledge.  They traded goods 
from one island to the next, acquiring 
the necessary local products which 
could then be traded for the desired 
end product, whether it be spices, 
aromatic woods, or sea products. 
The success of this peddling 
trade was due to the considerable 
patience and diligence shown by 
these local Chinese traders.  Social 
and economic capital, coupled with 
skilful knowledge of trade conditions 
and great patience, enabled the 
Chinese traders in eastern Indonesia 
to form a network of considerable 
importance in the success of the 
entire eastern Indonesian trading 
world in the early modern period.

Andaya’s presentation is part of 
a forthcoming book entitled “The 
Nurturing Seas:  Eastern Indonesia 
in the Early Modern Period” 
(University of Hawai‘i Press).

Professor Leonard Andaya discussing the roles that Chinese played in the intricate trade networks in eastern 
Indonesia. To his left is Dr Kyle Latinis, who chaired the presentation. (Credit: Joyce Zaide)
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2016 2nd SEAMEO SPAFA 
International Conference on 
Southeast Asian Archaeology 
and Associated Site Visits

By David Kyle  Lat ini s ,  Aaron Kao, 
Michae l  Ng,  and Foo  Shu Tieng

NSC Archaeology Uni t ,  Na landa–Sr iwi jaya  Centre

Above: Members of the NSC Archaeology Unit team with six NSC Archaeological field school 
alumni who also presented at the SEAMEO SPAFA conference. Several current and past NSC-
affiliated scholars were also present and gave papers at the conference, including Mai Lin Tjoa 
Bonatz, Elizabeth Howard Moore, and E. Edwards McKinnon (Credit: S. T. Foo).  

The NSC Archaeology Unit took part 
in one of the largest gathering of 
archaeologists in Bangkok this year. 
The 2nd Southeast Asian Ministries 
of Education Special Project 
on Archaeology and Fine Arts 
(SEAMEO SPAFA) International 
Conference on Southeast Asian 
Archaeology took place on 30 
May – 02 June 2016 at the Amari 
Watergate hotel, Bangkok.  There 
were over 250 participants with 
180 papers delivered.  Over half 
of the participants were native 
Southeast Asians, representing 
a trend towards increased local 
professional participation at higher 
research levels.  Some of the largest 
panels at the 2016 conference were 
Archaeology Education; Country 
Reports; and Cultural Relations in 
Mainland Southeast Asia. 

The 2016 conference marked 
a milestone for Singapore  
Archaeology and the NSC 

Archaeology Unit Team. It was the 
first time that an archaeological 
country report was provided by 
a representative from Singapore 
at the ASEAN regional level (Dr. 
Derek Heng, a board member of the 
National Heritage Board, and former 
head of the Nalanda-Sriwijaya 
Centre).  It was also the first time that 
an entire conference panel—“The 
Lion City and Beyond: Singapore’s 
Archaeological Efforts Within and 
Without the Island”—was dedicated 
to Singapore Archaeology. Papers 
included the “Historiography 
of Singapore Archaeology,” 
“Decorated Earthenware of National 
Art Gallery Site, Singapore,” 
“Greenware Porcelain from the 
National Art Gallery Site,” “The 
Archaeology of Bukit Brown,” and 
“Singapore Regional Research and 
Field Schools.”  The full trip report is 
available at the ISEAS library.   

Other activities included site visits 
and a post-conference Writer’s 
Workshop.  The Writer’s Workshop 
was designed by Dr. Kyle Latinis, 
NSC, and SEAMEO SPAFA staff 
and was hosted by SEAMEO 
SPAFA on 03 June. Workshop 
facilitators included Ms. Foo Shu 
Tieng, Mr. Lim Tse Siang, and Ms. 
Lin Anh Moreau. 25 archaeologists 
attended, with Mr. Kao and Mr. 
Ng attending as participants and 
assistants.  

Lastly, the NSC AU team members 
visited Bangkok University’s 
Southeast Asian Ceramics Museum 
on 04 June.  Mr. Atthasit Sukham, the 
Assistant Curator of the Southeast 
Asian Ceramics Museum, led the 
tour. The study trips were valuable 
learning experiences.

Top to bottom: Aaron Kao, Michael Ng, Foo 
Shu Tieng, and Dr. D. Kyle Latinis presenting 
at SEAMEO-SPAFA (Credit: SEAMEO 
SPAFA, Lim Tse Siang).  
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Earlier this year, from 1st to 
18th March, I had the amazing 
opportunity to attend the ASEAN 
underwater archaeology workshop 
as Singapore’s first and only 
representative.  Underwater 
archaeology has always excited 
me as it combines two of my 
passions; archaeology and diving.  
There were 18 participants in total 
from Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, 
Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam.  
We had the chance to train hand 
in hand, exchange ideas, and 
absorb as much as we could about 
underwater archaeological work.  

The 18-day workshop was an 
extension of a United Nations 
underwater archaeology foundation 

course held in 2008 and was 
organised by the Thai Underwater 
Archaeological Division (UAD).    
The training was divided into two 
portions; theory and practical 
sessions. The first portion revolved 
around lessons and lectures on 
underwater archaeology. This 
included an understanding of what 
underwater archaeology is, the 
laws and regulations regarding 
underwater cultural heritage, and the 
conservation of underwater cultural 
heritage resources. The second part 
of the training was spent at sea.

Unlike terrestrial archaeology, 
underwater archaeology tends to be 
understudied as obtaining research 
and data can be quite complicated.  
Archaeologists need to be trained in 

either scuba diving or archaeological 
techniques pertaining to 
underwater archaeology, 
preferably both.  Underwater 
archaeological endeavours tend to 
be more expensive than terrestrial 
archaeological excavations as the 
former requires costly equipment 
like barges, boats, and scuba gear. 

The training workshop focused on 
the Mannok shipwreck, a steel ship 
which sunk in the early 20th century.  
We were tasked to excavate the 
stern area of the ship and conduct 
a research excavation to reveal 
more about the wreck.  Although 
we employed methods similar 
to terrestrial archaeology at the 
Mannok site, such as the need to 
excavate by layers, conduct proper 

By Michael Ng
Research Of f icer ,  Nalanda–Sr iwi jaya  Centre

REFLECTIONS FROM THE FIELD:
Excavating the Mannok Shipwreck in the 
Gulf of Thailand: The ASEAN Underwater 
Archaeology Workshop on Alternative 
Solutions and Extended Frontier Course

Workshop participants enter and exit the water from the 
stern of the dive boat. (Credit: Michael Ng)
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recordings of the site, and perform 
proper retrieval of artefacts found 
within the wreck, there were also very 
big differences as well.  

One of the biggest challenges was 
excavating with limited visibility and 
maintaining a certain buoyancy over 
the excavation area. Our excavation 
time was limited because of air supply 
while the safety of our dive buddies 
and ourselves was paramount. 

The workshop was a fruitful experience 
as the lessons learnt and the people 
I met have truly made a difference 
in my outlook regarding archaeology 
in Southeast Asia.    I would like to 
express my heartfelt gratitude to the 
Thai UAD for organising the workshop.

Workshop participants heading to the turtle conservation centre. 
(Credit: Michael Ng)

Participant conducting site recording and drawing of the Mannok 
Shipwreck. (Credit: Michael Ng)

“One of the biggest challenges was excavating 
with limited visibility and maintaining a 
certain buoyancy over the excavation area.”

The top half of the image shows a drawn site plan of the sunken Mannok shipwreck as seen from 
above.  The bottom sketch shows the excavation methodology; a marker buoy would mark the 
location of the excavation site so that the workshop participant divers could reach it easily.  The 
site was divided into an excavation and training area. (Credit: Michael Ng)
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PEOPLE: 
Elizabeth H. Moore

You have been working in 
Cambodia, Myanmar and Thailand 
for the past 30 years.  What 
brought you to these places?

I first went to Myanmar and Thailand 
during the 1970s when I taught at 
Tanglin Trust and the American 
School in Singapore. My grandfather 
was an American Baptist teacher 
and missionary in Rangoon in the 
early 20th century so my father was 
born in British Burma. 

After finishing my PhD at the Institute 
of Archaeology, UCL, I carried out a 
test excavation in Buriram, Northeast 
Thailand, before returning to London 
to join SOAS. 

In the 1990’s, I worked at Angkor 
with UNESCO, the Royal Angkor 
Foundation (Budapest), World 

Monuments Fund, and especially 
NASA/JPL on the application of 
the first generation of radar remote 
sensing for the detection of pre-
Angkorean water management. I also 
began collaborating with Myanmar 
scholars on research about Buddhist 
and pre-Buddhist culture since the 
1980s. 

You recently organised a heritage 
workshop in Singapore. How has 
the perception and interpretation 
of heritage evolved since you 
began working in Southeast Asia?

I think my personal experience in 
teaching, living, and researching 
cultures across the region has seen 
a new generation begin and mature 
in understanding the differences and 
similarities of present day nations. 
At the heritage workshop, there was 
a common call for more dialogue 
and innovative ways to ensure 
community participation in cultural 
heritage education. 

Elizabeth H. Moore (centre) with Khin Ma Ma Mu and Nan Kyi Kyi Khaing, two scholars from 
Myanmar supported by SOAS’s SAAAP (Southeast Asian Art Academic Programme).  They 
presented papers on Buddhist archaeology in  ‘Challenges in Myanmar’s Changing Archaeology’ 
at the SEAMEO SPAFA 2nd International Conference in June 2016.  (Credit: Elizabeth H. Moore)

How was your book, Early 
Landscapes of Myanmar, 
conceptualised?

My works aim to put artefacts and sites 
within the landscape to understand the 
way human beings interact with the 
world around them. The book defined 
fields of little explored research 
such as the Stone Age to Neolithic 
transition and the development of 
early Buddhist cultures in relation to 
water resources. It stopped before 
Bagan, an area that I am continuing 
with my NSC projects.  The idea for 
Early Landscapes continues in a 
recently published article, ‘The Social 
Dynamics of Pagoda Renovation in 
Upper Myanmar’ with U Win Maung 
(Tampawaddy) in the Journal of 
Burma Research (2016).

How has Myanmar archaeology 
changed?

The landscape has remained the 
same, so the research field has not 
changed. Teaching archaeology has 
greatly expanded, as archaeology 
is being offered at four universities 
instead of just one.  The Field School 
of Archaeology at Sri Ksetra, Pyay, 
has also trained diploma students 
who are now serving in many branch 
offices. In short, there are many more 
voices, ideas, and written sources 
on archaeology. In addition, the 
inscription of the Pyu Ancient Cities on 
the UNESCO World Heritage List in 
2014 has fostered new partnerships, 
training and documentation. 

What are some projects you have 
with NSC over the next year?

I hope to better define the ‘city’ during 
the 9-13th century Bagan period. NSC 
has enabled me to continue research 
on the many temples lying beyond the 
area we call ‘Bagan’. Constructions 
across Upper Myanmar illustrate the 
ways sites of this period responded 
to and affected ‘Wider Bagan’. I 
became interested in this through 
my collaborative research with U 
Win Maung (Tampawaddy) and 
Htwe Htwe Win at Ta Mok, Kyaukse, 
east of Mandalay.  As every site 
reflects local priorities, innovations, 
and its strategic or natural resource 
potential. The project aims to redefine 
Bagan and its unique urban character 
in relationship to the landscape.

Elizabeth H. Moore is Emeritus Professor, 
Department of the History of Art and 
Archaeology, School of Oriental and 
African Studies (SOAS), University of 
London.

Associate  Fe l low,  Nalanda–Sr iwi jaya  Centre

An inter v iew by  Lim Chen Sian
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New Visiting Researchers at NSC
This section profiles the new visiting researchers and their research projects at the centre.

Teren SEVEA (Visiting Fellow)
Teren is an Assistant Professor at the Department of South Asia Studies at the University 
of Pennsylvania. He received his PhD. in History from the University of California Los 
Angeles.  His research focuses upon the history of religion and Islam in early modern and 
modern Southeast Asia, Islamic manuscripts of the Malay world, and Islamic connections 
across the Bay of Bengal. He is also the co-editor of a volume entitled Islamic Connections: 
Muslim Societies in South and Southeast Asia.
Research Period: 1 June - 30 November 2016
Research Interests: History and Politics
Research Topic: Circulating Histories: Muslim and Sikh Hagiographies from Early 
Modern and Modern Southeast Asian Port Cities

Mai Lin TJOA-BONATZ (Visiting Fellow)
Mai Lin teaches on Southeast Asia’s culture and archaeology at several German 
universities.  She has a PhD in Art History from Technical University of Darmstadt and 
an M.A. in Art History, Archaeology, and Southeast Asian regional studies from Frankfurt 
University, Germany.  Recent notable publications: “Struggles over historic shipwrecks in 
Indonesia. Economic versus Preservation Interests” in Cultural Property and Contested 
Ownership. The trafficking of Artefacts and the Quest for Restitution (2016); In the shadow 
of Angkor. Archaeology and History of Southeast Asia (2015); “The earliest archaeological 
sources of vernacular architecture on Sumatra” in Insular Diversity: Architecture–
Culture–Identity in Indonesia (2013); Crossing States and Empire: Proceedings of the 
EurASEAA13 conference (2012); and From Distant Tales: Ethnohistory and Archaeology 
in Highland Sumatra (2009).
Research Period: 2 June - 1 December 2016
Research Interests: Archaeology and History
Research Topic: New Data on Early Settlement Processes and State Formation in 
Highland Sumatra, Indonesia

During her time at NSC as Visiting Senior Fellow in June-July 2016, Dr Anjana Sharma 
gave an NSC lecture entitled “Culture Heritage and Inter-Asian Interactions” on 12 July 
2016.  Sharma shared the ways in which the new Nalanda University planners attempted 
to impart the old Nalanda spirit and philosophy of universalism and the pursuit of 
knowledge with a pan-Asian character to its curriculum.  

Quadrangular structures from the ancient site, which were thought to synthesise sleeping, 
eating, and learning needs, were translated to the new campus by aiming to maximise 
person-to-person interaction and to facilitate the exchange of ideas.  

Sharma also spoke on the first inaugural international Nalanda University conference 
entitled “Cultural Heritage, Environment, Ecology and Inter-Asian Interactions.” She 
spoke on how the conference focused on the trans-regional dimensions of heritage; the 
roots and routes of heritage in a pre-colonial Asia, including pilgrimage and commercial 
circuits; and trading patterns that were determined by environmental factors, such as 
monsoon seasons. 

Anjana Sharma is an Associate Professor at the Department of English, University of 
Delhi, India. From 2011–2015 (July), she was Founding Dean (Academic Planning) 
at Nalanda University located in Rajgir, Bihar, India. She obtained her PhD from the 
Department of English, The Pennsylvania State University, USA in 1990. Her dissertation 
was subsequently published as Autobiography of Desire: English Jacobin Women 
Novelists of the 1790s (Macmillan, 2004).

Research Interests: Gender, Culture, and Identity Issues
Research Topic: Cultural Heritage: Environment, Ecology, and Inter-Asian Interactions.

Anjana Sharma
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS:

NSC Working Paper Series
The Nalanda-Sriwijaya Centre Working Paper Series was established for the swift publication and wide dissemination of 
research conducted or presented within the Centre, and of studies engaging fields of enquiry of relevance to the Centre.

NSC AU Archaeological Report Series
The Nalanda–Sriwijaya Centre Archaeology Unit (NSC AU) Archaeology Report Series was established to publish and 
disseminate archaeological and related research conducted or presented within the Centre. This also includes research 
conducted in partnership with the Centre as well as outside submissions from fields of enquiry relevant to the Centre’s 
goals. 

NSC Working Paper No. 23

The Maritime Silk Road: History of an Idea
Author: Kwa Chong Guan

Abstract: This Working Paper traces how German Geographer Ferdinand Freiherr 
von Richthofen’s extension of an overland connect between China and Rome to 
a Maritime Silk Road has shaped the historiography of trade in the Indian Ocean 
and the historical development of  Southeast Asia and the South China Sea.  The 
initial reconstruction in the first half of the 20th century of how Indian Ocean trade 
and Indian culture spread east across the Bay of Bengal to secure not only the Silk, 
but more the spices to fulfil Roman demand has been revised in the second half of 
the twentieth century.  The emerging reconstruction is of a much deeper and wider 
connected history of maritime connections across the Indian Ocean and the South 
China Sea in which Southeast Asia was not a passive transit for these connections, 
but an active participant shaping the development of a Maritime Silk Road.

The complete set of the NSC Working Papers can be accessed via:
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/articles-commentaries/nsc-working-papers

NSC AU report No. 3

Archaeological Research at the Blanjong Site, Sanur, Bali
Author: I Wayan Ardika & The Archaeology Study Programme Team, UNUD

Abstract: Bali is not known as an important link in ancient maritime trade, but the 
site of Sembiran on Bali’s north coast is one of the oldest known ports in Southeast 
Asia. Sembiran was important for over 1,000 years, until the 12th century. One 
important inscription has been found at Blanjong, on the southeast coast of Bali. It 
contains the first record of a Balinese king, written in both Early Nagari script and 
Sanskrit language, and Old Balinese script and language, indicating a sophisticated 
literary culture. Archaeological research at the site began in 1981 and continued at 
intervals under the direction of the author of this report. This publication contains 
the first English language summary of this research. It contributes significant new 
information to our knowledge of early maritime trade in early Southeast Asia. 
Blanjong could be a multicomponent site, i.e a port, religious, burial, and settlement 
site which dated from 9-13th century AD.

https://www.iseas.edu.sg/articles-commentaries/nsc-working-papers
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By Our Researchers
Struggles over historic shipwrecks in Indonesia: 
Economic versus preservation interests
Author: Tjoa-Bonatz, Mai Lin.  
Year of publication: 2016
Publication details: In Hauser-Schäublin, B., and L. V. Prott (eds.), Cultural 
Property and Contested Ownership: The trafficking of artefacts and the quest for 
restitution. New York: Routledge, pp. 85-107.  
Amazon.com link: https://www.amazon.com/Cultural-Property-Contested-
Ownership-trafficking/dp/1138188832

Nalanda Sriwijaya Centre-Nalanda University  
Internship Programme

ANNOUNCEMENT:

The Nalanda-Sriwijaya Centre (NSC), ISEAS - Yusof Ishak 
Institute, will host an internship programme in collaboration 
with Nalanda University (NU) in the field of Humanities 
and Social Sciences, on South Asian or Southeast Asian 
topics.  While research foci and disciplinary specialisation 
are open, students focusing on Southeast Asia, or the 
relations between India, Southeast Asia and China, will be 
prioritised.  

There will be two NSC-NU Internship Programmes per 
year. Students must be enrolled as full-time Masters 
students at Nalanda University at the time of application. 
Each NSC-NU Internship Programme will last between 
six to eight weeks. The Summer Programme will be held 
in June-July and the Winter Programme will be held in 
December-January. Students are encouraged to apply to 
the Programme that suits their curriculum.   

During the Internship students will be required to work on 
a project related to their NU thesis; engage and assist with 
NSC, including Archaeology Unit, work; write an article for 
NSC Highlights and another for the NU newsletter; and 
finally, work under the supervision of a NSC or ISEAS 
Fellow.

The NSC-NU Internship Programme will accept only 
two interns per year. Successful applicants will receive 
a modest stipend; accommodation; a round trip ticket; 
access to the ISEAS Library and its resources; and access 
to ISEAS events and seminars.

The next NSC-NU internship programme opportunity will 
be for the 2017 (Summer) session.  Application deadlines 
will be announced in due course.

NSC AU report No. 4

Beikthano: Summary of 2009–2010 Archaeological Excavations
Author: U Thein Lwin
Translation: Elizabeth Howard Moore and Htwe Htwe Win

Abstract: This report summarises excavations carried out by the Department of 
Archaeology, Ministry of Culture, at five sites at Beikthano (BTO-30, BTO-31, BTO-
32, BTO-33, BTO-34) in 2009–2010. The sites BTO-30, BTO-31, BTO-33 and 
BTO-34 are located north of the Beikthano outer city wall, while BTO-32 is located 
to the southeast of the city. The northern group of excavations complements data 
from earlier excavations of the Department of Archaeology to demonstrate the 
varied ritual and production specialisations of different areas inside and outside 
the Beikthano wall.

The complete set of the NSC AU Archaeological Report Series can be accessed via:
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/articles-commentaries/nsc-archaeological-reports

https://www.amazon.com/Cultural-Property-Contested-Ownership-trafficking/dp/1138188832
https://www.amazon.com/Cultural-Property-Contested-Ownership-trafficking/dp/1138188832
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/articles-commentaries/nsc-archaeological-reports


2,000-year old Ancient Toilet Paper 
from Silk Road in China reveals 
evidence of parasites, long-distance 
travel

Excavations at Xuanquanzhi from approximately 20 
years ago unearthed several personal hygiene tools 
with solid material still adhering to it.  The research team 
were able to identify roundworms, whipworms, and 
Chinese liver flukes.  The river flukes could only have 
been contracted several thousands of miles away from 
where they were found, suggesting that the Silk Road 
travellers had travelled a great distance.

For more information: http://arstechnica.com/
science/2016/07/2000-year-old-toilet-paper-gives-us-a-
whiff-of-life-on-the-silk-road-in-china/ 

Free Research Resource: 
Tribute Missions to China, 960-1126

This free research compilation was researched by 
Robert M. Hartwell.  This file contains tables on the 
various tribute embassies that arrived at Chinese 
borders between 960 and 1126. Data include frequency 
of contacts with various foreign states, the duration of 
ventures to China, the periodicity of such enterprises, 
and the multiple functions of “diplomatic” missions.

For more information: https://www.iseas.edu.sg/
images/centres/nalanda_sriwijaya_centre/compilations/
hartwell.pdf
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IN THE NEWS:

Revealed: Cambodia’s vast medieval 
cities hidden beneath the jungle
by Lara Dunston (The Guardian)

Archaeologists have been using a type of laser technology 
(Laser Detection and Ranging) to effectively peel off 
dense tropical forest cover and discovered the extent 
of several urban cities from the ancient Khmer Empire.  
Dr. D. Kyle Latinis (Visiting Research Fellow, NSC) 
was quoted in the article about the way the technology 
has revolutionised researchers’ understanding and 
approaches.

Full article: https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/
jun/11/lost-city-medieval-discovered-hidden-beneath-
cambodian-jungle

Choeung Ek Dig Unearths Angkor 
Era Kiln
by Ben Paviour (20 May 2016, Cambodia Daily)

Choeung Ek, located on the outskirts of Phnom Penh, is 
perhaps most widely known for the Killing Fields.  Not too 
far from the Killing Fields museum, is also the location of 
69 ancient pottery kilns which once furnished stoneware 
pottery across the Angkorian empire and the location for 
the 2013 Dr. D. Kyle Latinis (Visiting Research Fellow, 
NSC) was asked to comment on this excavation.  

Full article: https://www.cambodiadaily.com/news/
choeung-ek-dig-unearths-angkor-era-kiln-112825/

Feature: Archaeology in Singapore
by Capital 958FM

Aaron Kao (Research Officer, NSC, ISEAS - Yusof Ishak 
Institute) and Ng Ching Huei (Researcher, National 
Heritage Board) were interviewed by the Chinese radio 
station Capital 958FM on archaeology in Singapore.  
The feature was broadcast on 23 May 2016.

Summary:
ht tps: / /www.iseas.edu.sg/medias/ latest-news/
i tem/3179-aaron-kao-research-of f icer -a t - the-
archaeology-unit-nalandasriwijaya-centre-iseasyusof-
ishak-institute-interviewed-by-chinese-radio-capital-
958-on-archaeology-in-singapore-23-may-2016

Treasure in your backyard – is it 
really yours?
by Vishnu Prevei (The Middle Ground)

Following news that the government would conduct 
a review of the laws an regulations on the practice 
of archaeology in Singapore.  This article featured 
comments by Dr. Terence Chong (Head, NSC) and 
Dr. John Miksic (former head of the Archaeology Unit, 
NSC) on the significance of the review and laws in other 
countries, such as the United Kingdom.

Full article: http://themiddleground.sg/2016/05/26/
treasure-backyard-really/

DID YOU KNOW?

http://arstechnica.com/science/2016/07/2000-year-old-toilet-paper-gives-us-a-whiff-of-life-on-the-silk-road-in-china/ 
http://arstechnica.com/science/2016/07/2000-year-old-toilet-paper-gives-us-a-whiff-of-life-on-the-silk-road-in-china/ 
http://arstechnica.com/science/2016/07/2000-year-old-toilet-paper-gives-us-a-whiff-of-life-on-the-silk-road-in-china/ 
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/images/centres/nalanda_sriwijaya_centre/compilations/hartwell.pdf
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/images/centres/nalanda_sriwijaya_centre/compilations/hartwell.pdf
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/images/centres/nalanda_sriwijaya_centre/compilations/hartwell.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jun/11/lost-city-medieval-discovered-hidden-beneath-cambodian-jungle
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jun/11/lost-city-medieval-discovered-hidden-beneath-cambodian-jungle
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jun/11/lost-city-medieval-discovered-hidden-beneath-cambodian-jungle
https://www.cambodiadaily.com/news/choeung-ek-dig-unearths-angkor-era-kiln-112825/
https://www.cambodiadaily.com/news/choeung-ek-dig-unearths-angkor-era-kiln-112825/
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/medias/latest-news/item/3179-aaron-kao-research-officer-at-the-archaeology-
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/medias/latest-news/item/3179-aaron-kao-research-officer-at-the-archaeology-
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/medias/latest-news/item/3179-aaron-kao-research-officer-at-the-archaeology-
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/medias/latest-news/item/3179-aaron-kao-research-officer-at-the-archaeology-
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/medias/latest-news/item/3179-aaron-kao-research-officer-at-the-archaeology-
http://themiddleground.sg/2016/05/26/treasure-backyard-really/
http://themiddleground.sg/2016/05/26/treasure-backyard-really/


New Data on Early Settlement 
Processes and State Formation in 
Highland Sumatra, Indonesia

Speaker: Dr. Mai Lin Tjoa-Bonatz
Date: 8 September 2016
Time: 10:30 am - 12:00 nn
Venue:  ISEAS – Yusof Ishak Institute Seminar Room 2

Public Lectures

Mystery City: Unearthing the 10th 
Century Angkorian Capital of Koh 
Ker

Speaker: Dr Kyle Latinis
Date: 7 October 2016 
Time: 7.00 pm - 8:30 pm
Venue: Asian Civilisations Museum Ngee Ann Auditorium

This lecture is jointly organised by the Asian Civilisations 
Museum and the Nalanda-Sriwijaya Centre.

Sufis on the Frontier: Remembering 
Histories of Muhammad’s Guns in 
Malaya

Speaker: Dr. Teren Sevea
Date: 11 November 2016 
Time: 10:30 am - 12:00 nn
Venue:  ISEAS – Yusof Ishak Institute Seminar Room 2

2016 Nalanda-Sriwijaya Centre (NSC) 
Archaeological Field School

Location: Cambodia and Singapore
20 November - 15 December 2016 
(Applications are closed.)

The first Field School began in 2012 with support from 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Singapore). It is a means 
to increase knowledge of the meaningful interactions 
connecting Asian countries, with particular attention to 
the history of intra-Asian engagement in the last two 
millennia. The Field School’s primary objectives are 
to provide opportunities for regional interaction; build 
capacity; enhance practical skills; expand professional 
networks; and strengthen partnerships during the 
process of experiential learning.

The 2016 Field School includes numerous site 
visits and lectures that span almost 2,000 years of 
ancient civilisation.  Participants will conduct intensive 
archaeological and cultural research at Koh Ker, a 
renowned but mysterious 10th century urban complex 
associated with Jayavarman IV. The site contains 
temples, statuary, inscriptions, large-scale landscape 
features, and settlement remains.  Efforts will build upon 
the 2015 Field School where participants recovered an 
abundance of unique artifacts and made exciting new 
discoveries.

More about the field school: https://www.iseas.edu.sg/
centres/nalanda-sriwijaya-centre/archaeology-unit/the-
nsc-archaeological-field-school

Field Programmes

Imagining Asia(s): Networks, Actors, Sites
Dates: 10-11 October 2016
Location: ISEAS - Yusof Ishak Institute

Conference

Long perceived as a clearly defined geographical continent 
to the east of Europe, Asia has been conceptualised in more 
recent scholarship as a cultural entity produced through 
geographical imaginations located in specific historical 
contexts. Meanwhile Area Studies scholarship has divided 
the field of Asian Studies into seemingly self-contained 
units of West and Central Asia, South and Southeast Asia, 
and East Asia. These regional configurations speak more 
about the changing geopolitical and economic interests in 
these areas rather than the historical or cultural roots of 
such demarcations. Following the lead of recent scholarly 
critiques of these demarcations, this conference seeks to 
explore Asian societies and identities as interconnected 

formations through trajectories/networks of circulation of 
people, ideas, and objects in the longue durée. Moving 
beyond the divides of old Area Studies scholarship and 
the arbitrary borders set by late colonial empires and the 
rise of post-colonial nation states, this conference seeks to 
map critically the configuration of contact zones in which 
mobile bodies, minds, and cultures interact to foster new 
images, identities, and imaginations of Asia.

Conveners:
Andrea Acri (NSC & Nalanda University), Kashshaf Ghani 
(Nalanda University), Murari Jha (Nalanda University), 
Sraman Mukherjee (Nalanda University).
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UPCOMING EVENTS:

https://www.iseas.edu.sg/centres/nalanda-sriwijaya-centre/archaeology-unit/the-nsc-archaeological-field-school
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/centres/nalanda-sriwijaya-centre/archaeology-unit/the-nsc-archaeological-field-school
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/centres/nalanda-sriwijaya-centre/archaeology-unit/the-nsc-archaeological-field-school
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