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This overarching theme of the Nineteenth Sustainable 

Development Conference (SDC) was 'Sustainable 

Development:  Envisaging the Future Together'. It was held 

from 6 to 8 December 2016 at the Marriott Hotel, Islamabad. 

The Conference focussed upon cooperation between 

developed and developing countries for sustainable 

development; Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs); and, 

human centeredness. Under the overarching theme, the 

Conference hosted sessions on a wide variety of sub-themes 

including recovering from conict, the SDGs, trade, 

economic growth, environment, sustainable energy, 

regional economic integration, minority rights, disaster 

management and preparedness, youth employment, 

climate change, gender and demography, gender and 

democracy and so on.  

A total of 29 concurrent sessions and three plenary sessions 

were organised during the three days. An audience of over 

2,500 attended the 3-day conference. Some 152 panellists 

participated from 18 countries including Afghanistan, 

Bangladesh, Burkina Faso, Canada, China, Ecuador, 

Ethiopia, Germany, India, Italy, Kenya, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri 

Lanka, Tajikistan, Turkey, UK, and the USA. Over 42 

international delegates from other countries became a part 

of the Conference.

For the rst time, all four concurrent sessions were live 

streamed during the three days along with the 3 plenary 

sessions. SDC App was launched for Android users. 

Notications were being updated on the app with the start of 

sessions. Besides the electronic media, the Conference 

received extensive coverage both in English and Urdu 

newspapers. Some 38 news items appeared in English 

newspapers and Urdu newspapers during the three days.

One of the many objectives of the SDC series is to bring to the 

table key players in policy making. Among others, the 

following high prole panellists also joined the SDC sessions 
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in various capacities:

 H.E. Mr Sartaj Aziz, Advisor to the Prime Minister, Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs, Government of Pakistan

 Mr Zahid Hamid, Minister for Law and Justice and Federal 

Minister of Climate Change

 Mr Mir Hasil Khan Bizenjo, Federal Minister for Ports and 

Shipping, Government of Pakistan

 Mr. Miftah Ismail, Chairman, Board of Investment, 

Government of Pakistan

 Ms Marvi Memon, Chairperson, Benazir Income Support 

Programme, Government of Pakistan 

 Dr Musadiq Malik,  Advisor to Prime Minister for Water 

and Power, Government of Pakistan

 Mr Asad Umar,  Member National Assembly (MNA), and 

Policy Head, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), Islamabad, 

Pakistan 

 MNA Mr Rana Afzal, Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of 

Finance, Government of Pakistan 

 Senator Afrasiab Khattak, Government of Pakistan

 Mr. Shamsul Mulk, Former Chairperson, WAPDA

 Ms Khawar Mumtaz, Chairperson, National Commission 

on the Status of Women

 H.E. Omar Zakhilwal, Afghan Ambassador to Pakistan

 Mr Ignacio Artaza, Country Director, United Nations 

Development Programme (UNDP), Islamabad, Pakistan

 Mr Neil Buhne,  Resident Coordinator, United Nations, 

Pakistan 

 Dr Mukhtar Ahmed, Chairperson, Higher Education 

Commission (HEC), Pakistan

The SDC provides a platform for displaying and launching 
SDPI's publications. Institute's publications were also 
displayed during the three days. At the occasion of the 
Nineteenth SDC, the following publications were launched:

 SDC-SAES Anthology 2017 'Securing Peace and Prosperity'
 SDPI's Annual Report 2015-2016
 Social Enterprise Policy Landscape in Pakistan
 Tracking Change in Livelihoods, Service Delivery and 

Governance

This special bulletin provides detailed reports on each session. 
Shared in this bulletin are also the key policy recommendations 
derived from each session. An e-version of the bulletin can be 
accessed at the following weblink:

http://www.sdpi.org/publications/index.html  

This bulletin was made possible with the help of 29 in-house 
and external volunteer rapporteurs who were deputed in all the 
sessions for making press releases and detailed reports; and, 
valuable feedback was provided by the panel co/organisers 
with regard to missing details.
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Welcome Address: Ambassador Shafqat Kakakhel, Chairperson, Board of Governors, Sustainable Development Policy Ins�tute 
(SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan

Introduc�on to the SDC: Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Execu�ve Director, Sustainable Development Policy Ins�tute (SDPI), Islamabad, 
Pakistan

Keynote Speaker: H.E. Mr Sartaj Aziz, Advisor to the Prime Minister, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Government of Pakistan

Keynote Speech: SAARC Na�ons' Approach to Achieve the Sustainable Development Goals

Remarks by the Chair: Mr Zahid Hamid, Minister for Law and Jus�ce and Federal Minister of Climate Change

Launch of Publica�ons: 

 SDC-SAES Anthology 'Securing Peace and Prosperity'

 SDPI's Annual Report 2015-2016

 Social Enterprise Policy Landscape in Pakistan

 Tracking Change in Livelihoods, Service Delivery and Governance 

Report by: Rabia Tabassum, Sustainable Development Policy Ins�tute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan 

Nineteenth Sustainable Development Conference (SDC): 
Inaugural Plenary

Ambassador Shafqat Kakakhel, Chairperson Board of 
Governors, SDPI, welcomed the dignitaries and participants 
of the Conference. Speaking on the occasion, he said that the 
topics of the Conference include issues like socio-economic 
development, water and energy sector that cause 
vulnerability in arid and semi-arid region and rights of 
minorities with more focus on the promotion of 
stakeholders' collaboration and integrated investment. He 
also talked about the signicance of the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) and said that these goals are 
based on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) with 
international consensus on different themes. Most 
important is that these goals call to strengthen the 
development agenda that will be possible through the 
promotion of cooperation.

Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI, talking 
about the objective of the Conference said that it provides a 
platform to evaluate and learn what we have done wrong in 
the past and how to avoid these mistakes in the future. He 

added, “We have gathered here to reiterate and reafrm our 
commitment to that shared and sustainable future.” He also 
stressed on the importance of cooperation for development 
and said that the challenges are global and could not be 
solved individually and that is why strong collaboration and 
coordination of all stakeholders at national, regional and 
international levels is need of the hour. This Conference 
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serves as a forum for exchanging dialogues on different 
themes of sustainable development with development 
practitioners, academia, civil society, legislators and policy 
makers across the region as well as across the world and 
hence brings them closer and builds coordination and 
cooperation, emphasized Dr Suleri. 

He said that holding the Conference this year is very 
relevant because this is the year when the South Asian 
Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) Summit 
could not happen and twice in a year senior level ofcials left 
the multilateral regional forums halfway because of bilateral 
differences. This is the year with high internal political 
unrest and we also observed increasing impact of climate 
change in the form of smog. “The very fact that this 
Conference is taking place this year is an afrmation that the 
idea of sustainable development has sustained in spite of 
increasing competition among powerful countries and the 
even more powerful companies to exploit the earth's 
shrinking pool of resources,” he added. It is also time to 
uphold the idea of cooperation, collaboration at the time of 
high geo-political differences within the region as now 
government and communities are more prone to talking at 
each other rather talking to each other, he stressed. This is 
the time when the importance of cooperation is increasing 
across the globe, not just in South Asia. He also highlighted 
the weakening positions of coordination among global 
institutions like in the case of SAARC, European Union after 
Brexit and international agreement on reversing carbon 
emissions after the results of American Presidential 
elections.  

His Excellency Mr Sartaj Aziz, Adviser to the Prime 
Minister on Foreign Affairs, presented the keynote address. 
He began by appreciating SDPI's annual Sustainable 
Development Conference series which he said has become 
an important event for the development planner and policy 
makers in Pakistan. 

“Pakistan's quest for pursuing SDGs has been greatly 
facilitated by the exercise completed by the Planning 
Commission in August 2014 on 'Vision 2025'. 'The 7 pillars 
and 25 goals spelled out in Vision 2025' are fully in line with 
the 17 goals and 169 targets laid down in the SDGs,” 
emphasized Mr Aziz.

He urged on the requirement for more investment, adoption 
of new technologies, capacity building and identication of 
barriers to achieve the targets of SDGs and Vision 2025 of 
Pakistan while delivering his keynote speech on 'SAARC 
Nations' Approach to Achieve the Sustainable Development 
Goals'. “Systematic monitoring mechanism is required to 
implement the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),” he 
emphasized. He also talked about the importance of 
regional  and internat ional  cooperat ion for  the 
implementation of newly set targets of the SDGs.  

Highlighting the importance of this event, he said that this is 
the rst year after the General Assembly adopted SDGs and 
this Conference will provide a chance to discuss and analyse 
in detail the ways and strategies to implement these goals 
and targets. In the rst year of 2030 agenda, emphasis is on 
global development with global and regional cooperation. 
Hence, South-South cooperation needs to be examined to 
harness the potential of shared benets. China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) is an example of this 
cooperation. In the presence of political shifts towards the 
inward-looking nationalistic policies, three important 
prerequisites for global partnerships that the 2030 agenda 
outlines namely inclusiveness, integration and universality, 
will become difcult to realize. 

He stressed on developing a systematic approach to have an 
efcient monitoring machinery as weaknesses in existing 
monitoring system hampered the tracking of MDGs 
prociently. Monitoring mechanism that we are adopting 
will benet a great deal from inter-country comparison by 
learning lessons and best practices. The process of 



translating SDGs into country specic goals and targets is 
also accompanied by identication of capacity building 
needs, he stated. 

He informed the audience about the Vision 2025 of Pakistan 
that has 7 pillars and 25 goals. These goals are fully aligned 
with the 17 SDGs and this Conference will help to elaborate 
these goals and identify the way forward for their successful 
implementation. In the last meeting of the council of SAARC 
foreign ministers, a consensus was built to establish a 
coordination group to learn from each other's experience, 
both in converting these global goals into national targets 
and formulating concrete implementation strategy. Sharing 
his experience of missed opportunity of building 
collaboration on impact of climate change during SAARC, 
he said that they highlighted the issue of climatic impact on 
glacier management and agreed to build cooperation on it 
but unfortunately the postponement of this summit 
deprived us to discuss this agenda point and to have a 
particular mechanism which is desperately needed if we 
have to collectively meet the targets and goals of COP21. 

Moreover, he stressed on the importance of research to 
quantify poverty and other important issues related to 
human development in the region to formulate evidence-
based policies. The political obstacles must also be 
addressed to reduce poverty since that is the way the policies 
are formulated, the way resources are controlled and it 
directly affects poverty. 

Pakistan's policy to emphasize trade rather than aid is a 
more effective means of North-South cooperation and it is a 
very timely decision because now aid levels are shrinking 
and we need to raise the level of investment. So being 
substitute of aid, trade requires more focus to explore the 
barriers, he emphasized. 

Mr Sartaj Aziz concluded his keynote address in the 
following words: “The Government of Pakistan is fully 
conscious of the imperative of peace and development for 
our people and the people of the region. Our policy of 
peaceful neighbourhood is intended precisely to promote 
that goal. I think this is an objective that should bring us 
together for the benet of our present and future 
generations.”

The impacts of climate change on the development agenda 
of the country were highlighted by Mr Zahid Hamid, 
Minister for Law and Justice and Federal Minister of Climate 
Change. He said that initial years of SDGs are important in 
terms of planning for these goals. Like other speakers, he 
also expressed his views on the signicance of regional and 
international cooperation for the implementation of SDGs 
and nationally set targets under Vision 2025. He said that 
properly implemented SDGs can transform the vicious cycle 

of increasing poverty and depletion of natural resources and 
environmental degradation into a virtuous cycle of 
eradicating poverty, reducing inequalities and delivering 
universal access to water, food, health, education and 
energy for all. 

To combat the climatic threats to water, energy and food, 
Green Growth was emphasized by him. It is required to raise 
awareness and build capacity for effective resource 
utilization.  In 2016, Pakistan became the rst country in the 
world whose National Assembly passed a unanimous 
resolution adopting the SDGs agenda as its own national 
development agenda.  The resolution not only reects the 
remarkable political commitment and broad-based political 
support for the SDGs but also clearly demonstrates the 
national ownership for the SDGs. The Ministry of Planning, 
Development and Reforms is now developing a 
comprehensive national action plan based on well-dened 
objectives and clear policy guidelines. The SDGs Monitoring 
and Coordination Unit is being established to plan, 
supervise, coordinate and monitor implementation with 
similar units in provinces, the Minister informed the 
audience. He said that the rst step has been taken in 
Pakistan by cleaning the cities and initiating the Green 
Pakistan Programme. These efforts reect the Government 
commitment for achieving green growth, he asserted. 

At the end of the session, four publications, namely SDC-
SAES Anthology titled 'Securing Peace and Prosperity', SDPI's 
Annual Report 2015-2016, Social Enterprise Policy Landscape in 
Pakistan, and Tracking Change in Livelihoods, Service Delivery 
and Governance were launched and presented to the 
distinguished panel. 
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Dr Vaqar Ahmed while moderating the session stated that 
there is weak economic performance as far as trade is 
concerned leading to challenges as well as opportunities. He 
said that there is a need for linking macroeconomic 
performance to Sustainable Development Goals for a longer 
and better performance in the long run. 

Mr Abdul Qadir in his talk highlighted the importance of the 
group named as Economy of Tomorrow (EoT) formed at 
both the regional and international level. Highlighting the 
signicance of EoT, he stated that there is a need for strong 

diplomatic role played by the respective government. Mr. 
Abdul Qadir also stated that any shift in the economy can 
become possible with the shift in society, thus there is a need 
for strong role of market along with democracy in building 
any economy by having a trade off. He also stated that 
economic justice is another important key factor for any 
success in the framework as failed justice also leads to failure 
of the society. This failed society will further lead to failed 
democracy which can be problematic but one should also 
take into consideration an alternate economic position. Mr. 
Abdul Qadir proposed that there is a need for knowledge 
based economy for which Economy of Tomorrow can be a 
better framework. 

Mr Ali Salman,  while presenting the recommendations of 
rdthe 3  National Debt Conference, stated that any free society 

cannot be termed as equal society in terms of the social 
elements (.e.g. justice, access to resources, equal distribution 
of income and access to basic standards of living). He 
highlighted Pakistan's post IMF picture in terms of debt 
which is alarming as far as its sustainability is concerned. He 
further stated that in the past decade or two there is an 
increasing trend in public debt and its growth is increasing 
which has been a hurdle in economic growth for a long 
period of time. This hurdle in economy comes in the form of 

Session A-1: Pakistan's Macroeconomic Performance: Post-IMF Outlook 

Chair/Moderator: Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Director, Sustainable Development Policy Ins�tute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan

Panel Organisers: Dr Vaqar Ahmed and Syed Shujaat Ahmed, Sustainable Development Policy Ins�tute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan

Speakers:

1. Dr Pervez Tahir, Chairman, Bank of Punjab, Lahore, Pakistan

2. Mr Abdul Qadir, Programme Coordinator & Advisor, Friedrich Ebert S��ung, Islamabad, Pakistan

3. Mr Ali Salman, Execu�ve Director, Policy Research Ins�tute of Market Economy (PRIME), Islamabad, Pakistan

4. Mr Sakib Sherani, Former Principal Economic Advisor, Government of Pakistan

5. Mrs Roshan Khursheed Bharucha, Member Board of Governors, SDPI, Que�a, Pakistan

Report by: Syed Shujaat Ahmed Sustainable Development Policy Ins�tute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan

Session A-1: 
Pakistan's Macroeconomic Performance: Post-IMF Outlook 



7Research & News Bulletin

debt repayment for which another borrowing is made and 
shifts also take in the form of different projects ranging from 
short to long term. Mr Ali Salman further highlighted that 
there are different types of loans which are good in some 
context, e.g. project loans are good as it has some positive 
outcomes whereas programme loans are bad as there are no 
long term outcomes. While talking about the repayment, he 
stated that about 90% of the annual debt repayment is of 
domestic debt with some sort of consequences for growth 
trajectory and in the end it will land the present Government 
into a bigger problem. Mr Salman, while highlighting CPEC, 
discussed that it is not at all completely a public debt. There 
is a very small amount which can be assicated with debt. He 
concluded his discussion by stating that situation is not good 
until and unless sustainability plays its role in line with the 
borrowing strategy and one should also look for balance of 
payment and issues related to it.

Mr Sakib Sherani began his discussion by discussing 
different gures from 2013 to 2016. Prime focus in gures 
was on uctuating GDP growth. In his discussion he 
discussed the problem of debt and its impact on investor in 
the region. Mr. Sherani further highlighted that due to weak 
growth there is stagnancy in investment and this stagnancy 
has also caused reserves to stop growing at a sound pace. 
While pointing towards the oil prices at the international 

level, Mr. Sherani stated that improvement in reserves is 
associated to one key factor in this regard. Exports are also 
weak because of weak growth. He highlighted the issues of 
private investment, circular debt and operational strategy 
adopted by the Government. He stated that domestically the 
Government is borrowing at a higher pace in comparison to 
the past. These problems thus hurt the department of public 
nance and the government lands itself into trouble. 
Comparing with India, he stated that only one key problem 
is sustainability of goals and objectives which in India's case 
has improved by 23% and for Bangladesh by 4%. 
Highlighting the problems in prower projects of CPEC, he 
pointed out that the mistake which the current Government 
is committing is that borrowing is in terms of dollars 
whereas revenue earned will be in ruppees which will not 
make up the overall gures of revenue targets in this regard 
in the long term. Thus based on his discussion he 
recommended that there is a need for change in the course of 
action at different economic fronts. This will improve the 
situation in the future. 

In her discussion, Mrs Roshan Khursheed Bharucha 
highlighted two important key issues in Pakistan's economy 
which need to be addressed. She discussed the declining 
trend of exports which in percentage of GDP is going low 
due to insecurity and policies going the wrong direction. 
This has lead to low investment from international and 
domestic investors. It has reduced foreign investment. Thus 
there is a need to focus on improvement in the stangnant 
logistic performance. Further she pointed out that to 
increase trade via land routes there needs to be a better 
customs and border management particularly at Wagah-
Attari border on the eastern end and Torkhum and Chaman 
trade points on the west. Mrs Bharucha also recommended 
that there is a need to solve problems which are barriers to 
export comeptitiveness. She recommended reducing taxes 
on energy for exporting sectors, reducing multiplicity of 
taxes/licenses/permits across the board, protecting budget 
allocation for trade policy initiatives and credit guarantee 
support for epxorting SMEs.
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Ms Mome Saleem from the Heinrich Boell Foundation (HBS) 
explained how there should be cooperation on energy 
between the North-South and South-North, and discussed 
briey how the HBS has been working on renewable energy 
solutions for the past few years. She stressed that being a 
virgin economy, Pakistan should strive to learn lessons of 
development from developed countries. Ms Kussner 
explained how HBS was a green German foundation 
developed on the notions of liberalism and socialism. Being 
a think-tank for green policy reforms, HBS's main focus is on 
sustainability, democracy and human rights. With global 
greenhouse gasses (GHGs) rising and climate change 
impacts becoming visible in all oceans and glaciers, there is 
an immediate need for sustainable renewable energy 
solutions. 'Being a pioneer in the eld of renewable energy, 
Germany wishes to have more global cooperation and 
interchange of ideas with the South', she said.

Ms Rebecca Bertman based at the HBS ofce in Germany 
gave her presentation via Skype. She started off by 

explaining how she joined HBS in order to lead the 
European transition into renewable energy. Her main focus 
was to become an advocate of why the world needs to move 
towards renewable energy. In comparison to the past couple 
of decades, due to the landmark Paris Agreement on climate 
change in December 2015, costs of renewable energy 
production have dramatically decreased. Furthermore, 
wind and solar energy have become as competitive as other 
forms of energy throughout the world, while the prices of 
geothermal and bioenergy have risen even further as they 
are not as efcient. She explained how there was more 
investment opportunity in renewable energies in the 
developing countries as opposed to the developed countries 
and how small scale investments can play a major role in the 
development of renewable energies and the ght against 
global energy issues. She concluded by citing Bangladesh as 
a country which is slowly becoming a major user of solar 
energy. 

Prof. Dr Tanay Sidiki Uyar, Head of the Energy Section, 

Chair: Dr Musadiq Malik, Advisor to the Prime Minister for Water and Power, Government of Pakistan

Moderator: Ms Mome Saleem, Heinrich Boell S��ung, Islamabad, Pakistan

Panel Organisers: Ms Mome Saleem and Ms Eva Kussner, Heinrich Boell S��ung, Islamabad, Pakistan

Speakers: 

1. Ms Rebecca Bertram, Heinrich Boell Founda�on, Germany  (via Skype)

2. Prof. Dr Tanay Sidiki Uyar, Head, Energy Sec�on, Faculty of Engineering, Marmara University;  and Vice President, World   
Wind Energy Associa�on (WWEA), Turkey

3. Mr Zeeshan Ishfaq, World Wind Energy Associa�on (WWEA), Pakistan

4. Mr Tao Wang, Assistant Dean, Yicai Research Ins�tute, Beijing, China

Report by: Bahawal Abbasi, Sustainable Development Policy Ins�tute, Islamabad, Pakistan

Session A-2: 
Sustainable Energy Solutions for the Region 
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Faculty of Engineering, Marmara University; and, Vice 
President, World Wind Energy Association (WWEA), 
Turkey explained how we live in a global living space called 
Earth where the only natural source of energy is that of the 
sun and this living space is covered by a blanket of 
greenhouse gases (GHGs). The problem of GHGs started 
with the industrial revolution which prompted a global race 
towards manufacturing throughout the world, which 
continues even today. He emphasised identication of 
alternative energy resources, technological improvement, 
and alleviating fossil fuel usage in order to nd the cheapest 
renewable energy solutions. He stressed that there is enough 
renewable energy resources for power to be freely available 
throughout the world. The only reason why renewable 
power has not been accessible before is due to technology 
constraint. For example, wind, sunlight and biomass were 
always available, but there were no windmills and solar 
panels. He gave the example of Chitral where a public 
private partnership (PPP) between the local government 
and the community had resulted in the development of 
hydro projects. “Ironically”, he said, “one of the biggest 
problems now is storing the energy produced from 
renewable resources, something that needs to be addressed 
urgently. Pakistan should work in small communities to nd 
alternative indigenous energy solutions.”

Mr Zeeshan Ishfaq from the World Wind Energy 
Association (WWEA), Pakistan, gave a presentation on 
“Community Power in Pakistan: Challenges and the Way 
Forward” and said that the country has a lot of potential in 
producing solar and wind energy. He gave the example of 
project initiated by the Agha Khan Foundation in Chitral 
District with the help of the local community. He outlined 
the barriers for the community in power development, such 
as lack of social awareness, technical illiteracy, nancial 
constraints, complex planning processes, regulatory 
framework, technology and political instability. According 
to him, solutions to such problems lie in favourable 

legislation, setting targets for community power, nancial 
subsidies and grid connectivity. 

Mr Tao Wang, Assistant Dean at the Yicai Research Institute 
in Beijing explained how China is the leading manufacturer 
and installer of renewable technology equipment. He said 
that despite progress in renewables, the percentage of 
renewable energy being produced needs to be increased 
manifold. According to him, Pakistan could learn lessons 
from China about energy governance, such as providing 
more government subsidies to the local community to 
develop solar panels and wind energy equipment. He 
stressed the need to evaluate the energy policy for each 
country on the basis of its individual needs and demands.

According to the Chair of the session, Dr Musadiq Malik, 
Advisor to Prime Minister for Water and Power, 
Government of Pakistan, the present government wants to 
achieve three things: improve accessibility, affordability and 
create a sustainable market place for energy. 'When thinking 
of  the energy sector,  we have three principles: 
empowerment of life and livelihoods, equity and justice for 
poor people', he stressed. 'We have empowerment, but not 
equity.' He said that Pakistan started LNG plants in order to 
bring clean energy into the local energy mix and now there is 
two billion cubic feet of gas. He shared that the government 
was also focusing on coal because 'we had to introduce a cost 
cutting energy mix for the poor. The constraints that 
Pakistan faces are in the form of investment and intellectual 
capacity.' Dr Malik outlined that 'Pakistan must engineer 
three changes in its power market structure. First, there must 
be less bureaucracy and more efciency—a shift that will 
entail more meritocracy, transparency, and accountability. 
Second, heavy regulation needs to give way to more 
competition. Third, Pakistan needs to craft a more balanced 
and cheaper energy mix—one that does away with the 
current heavy dependence on expensive imported oil.' 
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The importance of data availability, sources as well as its 
quality with respect to health related indicators was 
extensively discussed during the session. Mr Neil Buhne 
chaired the session and started the discussion by 
highlighting the importance of quality and availability of 
health related data for the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). He said that one repercussion of lacking monitoring 
data is the continuation of non-effective programmes. He 
further said that the biggest issue with respect to data is 
quality of data along with its open access. A lot of investment 
is required for health statistics because these are not just an 
important element of SDGs but rather an important element 
of human development.  

Dr Peter Taylor stated that health is a basic right for 
everyone. Without proper access to health, people's struggle 
to achieve other basic development goals will be profoundly 
affected. Even for SDGs all goals are interlinked. Without 
achieving Goal 3 (related to health), it will be difcult to 
achieve other goals and vice versa. He mentioned that the 
use of data by the policy makers to achieve the SDGs is also a 

point of concern as a lot of data related to health issues is 
available but the reliability, acceptability and open access to 
that data is a big challenge for using it as evidence for policy-
making.

 

Dr Mahbub Elahi Chowdhury in response to the questions 
about the current status of health related SDGs data 
availability and its utilization in Bangladesh explained that a 
good quality of data for some indicators, for example, 
maternal mortality rate, child mortality and service 
utilization, is available in Bangladesh. There is a strong 
setup of Health Management Information Systems (MIS) in 
Bangladesh but it covers only those services which are 
provided by the government. The private sector health 
services data are not covered in health MIS. In order to 
maximize the utilization of data by the policy makers there is 
a need to institutionalize the data collected by the private 
sector. 

Dr Najma Afzal Khan highlighted the importance of the 
robust monitoring system in Pakistan with respect to 
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attainment of SDGs. Pakistan has an information system at 
the heart of implementation of SDGs. Information and 
monitoring framework is vital but most important is to 
collect the data. To implement and monitor SDGs, data will 
be required from multiple resources including household 
surveys, health facilities and administrative records. Timely 
availability of the quality data can lead to evidence based 
policy making for the attainment of SDGs. It further leads to 
strengthening the accountability of key actors for 
implementation of policy and delivery of health system. She 
suggested that we should build the capacity of the key actors 
to collect, analyse, and use reliable health data. Inter 
sectorial linkages are required to improve data collection. 
She said that the Government of Punjab has increased 
provincial health budget by up to 45% as compared to the 
previous year. The increased budget is being spent on 
improving accountability, investing in work force, primary 
and basic health units, aiming for the ultimate goal of 
achieving equitable health service for all irrespective of their 
socio-economic status. 

Dr Rajendra Kumar informed the audience that Nepal is 
lagging behind in achieving SDGs as a lot of efforts and 
budget are being spent on tackling the natural disasters. In 
Nepal mostly the government stakeholders prefer to have 
the data set generated by the Central Bureau of Statistics 
(CBS) along with the Ministry of Health which is itself 
capable to generate its own data set with the collaboration of 
some national and international agencies. He said that 
Nepal has selected a limited number of indicators through 
prioritization for SDGs. To collect baseline data for these 
indicators and to move forward to achieve the targets, 
several international partners have been invited for 
contribution.  In order to ensure proper utilization, 
reliability and acceptance of the available data sets, he said 
that data producing organisations should develop the sense 
of ownership among the policy makers by involving them in 
the process from the very beginning.  

Dr Sajjad Akhtar said that there is a weak linkage between 
the policy and evidence that is required to be addressed. He 
said that large sample size data of the National Statistical 
Ofces (NSOs) require resources – and this is the biggest 

challenge. Another challenge for NSOs is that there is 
multiplication of institutions and lack of nancial resources. 
He said that there is a need for centralization as Pakistan is 
dealing with multiple data sources and by different 
provinces that have different timelines and frequency 
regarding data collection. For this purpose, the Pakistan 
Bureau of Statistics (PBS) is trying to centralize the Multiple 
Indicator Cluster Surveys (MICS) data with the consent of 
provinces. Once that central MICS data has been nalized, 
the improved and standardized data will be available for 
policy making. He said that with the help of development 
partners, PBS is going to set a SDGs unit to identify as well as 
to integrate the data from other sources. This is because 
SDGs are more conscious about the quality of data as 
compared to MDGs which were emphasizing on the 
quantity of data. To ensure the quality of data, it is needed to 
centralize the household surveys either through specialized 
government agencies or to the private sector to properly 
monitor the quality. 

Challenges faced by PBS included issues like social 
sensitivity of survey questions, long questionnaires, and 
outsourcing of data collection due to lack of health related 
measurement tools. 

Ms Saadiya Razzaq emphasized that collaborative efforts 
are required between different organizations to minimize 
the duplication of efforts and for effective data utilization. 
She mentioned that the SDPI has created a data portal for 
researchers and policy makers to use the data as per their 
needs. For SDGs she said that there should be a data 
roadmap because the SDGs is a big agenda and government 
alone cannot do everything so there is a need to involve all 
the other stakeholders to collectively develop a framework. 

In his closing remarks, Mr Neil Buhne said that SDGs are a 
means to an end and this end is basically improve health 
care, education and economic development. He said that if 
we really want to achieve SDGs, there is a need to match the 
demand (utilization of data by policy makers and 
researchers) and supply (data provision) of data for effective 
results.  
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Dr Paul Harvey introduced the session by explaining how 
the various SLRC sessions under the Sustainable 
Development Conference (SDC) represented an important 
sub-stream on the subject of service delivery and livelihoods 
in places affected by conict and what that means for peace, 
state-building and recovery from conict. He gave a short 
introduction of the Secure Livelihood Research Consortium 
(SLRC), a six-year global research programme exploring 
livelihoods, basic services and social protection in conict-
affected situations. Funded by the UK government 
(Department for International Development (DFID), Irish 
Aid and the European Commission (EC) , SLRC was 
established in 2011 with the aim of strengthening the 
evidence base and informing policy and practice around 
livelihoods and services in conict. The programme focused 
on eight core countries, covering a range of conict-affected 

situations including Afghanistan, Democratic Republic of 
the Congo (DRC), Nepal, Pakistan, South Sudan, Sri Lanka, 
Uganda, and Sierra Leone.

Mr Richard Mallett discussed whether it is possible to build 
a state's legitimacy by delivering services. The need to make 
this linkage, he explained, comes from the notion that since 
legitimacy is seen as central to statehood, do states become 
legitimate when core functions are performed? He said that 
establishing, building or strengthening state legitimacy is a 
major element of state-building.  Because basic services 
represent a material expression of the social contract that is 
thought to exist between functioning states and empowered 
citizens, there has been a 'striking trend toward framing the 
provision of vital public services – including health, 
education, water, and sanitation – as a key source of 

Session A-4: 
SLRC Session 1: It's What You Do and How You Do It – What Types of Services and 

What Processes Build Legitimacy
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legitimacy.'  Service delivery, however, is not about 
outcome, he said, but it also more about transformative 
government outcome. He highlighted that state legitimacy is 
a complex, difcult-to-measure, multi-dimensional concept. 
He explained the four main sources of legitimacy, according 
to the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD): 1. input or process legitimacy which 
refers to the agreed rules of procedure; 2. output or 
performance legitimacy dened in relation to the 
effectiveness and quality of public goods and services; 3. 
shared beliefs which refer to a sense of political community; 
and 4. international legitimacy which refers to a recognition 
of the state's external sovereignty. 'Legitimacy can originate 
from either performance, including how well the 
government is maintaining security, creating jobs, or 
delivering water and sanitation services, or from process, 
including how the government of the day acquired power to 
how inclusive it is in the process of policy-making,' he said. 
Given the existing literature, people's own perceptions 
constitute a valid proxy measure of state legitimacy, and 
thus, in all countries respondents of the SLRC study were 
asked about their perception of local and central 
government. He claried that although the state cannot be 
reduced to government alone, local and central government 
actors still constitute major – and, in most countries, the 
dominant – formal state structures.

Ms Georgina Sturge shared that since the relationship 
between delivering services and state-society relations 
remains poorly understood, the SLRC panel survey was 
initiated in waves separated by 3-year intervals (2012 / 2015) 
focusing on ve fragile or conict-affected states (Nepal, 
Pakistan, Sri Lanka, DRC, Uganda) with nearly 10,000 
respondents to generate longitudinal data on people's 
livelihoods (assets, food insecurity, activities); their 
experiences with services (health, education, water, social 

protection); and their relationships with government 
(perceptions and civic participation). Providing details of 
the programme's methodology, she explained that since 
qualitative case study approaches tend to be insufciently 
linked with quantitative survey data, SLRC attempted to 
address some of these gaps by undertaking rigorous, 
longitudinal livelihoods research. The idea was to build a 
picture of how people make a living in particular contexts 
and track how this changes over time. 'Moreover, we wanted 
to go beyond the standard measures of consumption, 
income etc. and look at people's well-being in a broader 
sense. This means, amongst other things, starting from the 
“end user” perspective and asking which, if any, aid 
interventions or government policies and programmes were 
making a difference in people's lives,' she said. Through the 
programme 'we wanted to know whether people are 
recovering or starting to build stronger and more secure 
livelihoods, are stuck in poverty or are sliding into 
destitution, and how this is affected by the broader political, 
economic and security environment.' Given SLRC's 
commitment to generating ndings that are of maximum 
utility to policy-makers, to produce datasets that are 
representative at scale, that provided information on 
multiple social groups, and that reected a broad range of 
experiences, a large-scale quantitative survey emerged as a 
clear choice of method, she explained. Further, she said that 
they did not do nationally representative surveys, but 
instead surveys in a small number of districts / provinces in 
each country. 

Lack of reliable and recent data meant that calculating the 
required sample size in many of the countries proved 
challenging. Up-to-date and reliable population data was 
not available in many places affected by conict due to out-
of-date censuses, large-scale displacement and political 
sensitivities around population data. As an alternative, the 
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programme looked for rigorous but pragmatic solutions, e.g 
in Pakistan, informal local-level data sources were used; 
while in Northern Uganda, very little data was available and 
old census data was used and updated using population 
growth data from studies conducted by the United Nations. 
She further added panel surveys are particularly rare in 
fragile and conict-affected contexts. Part of the reason for 
this is that panel surveys are at risk of attrition – that is, when 
households drop out of subsequent survey rounds – and it is 
assumed that because conict often results in displacement, 
attrition is too high in conict-affected situations. She 
pointed out that 'various measures were taken to minimise 
drop-out in the second round. For example, one can track 
sim cards, as people tend to keep their phone numbers. It is 
also useful to focus on households, rather than individuals, 
as it is rare for the whole household to move.' For this 
programme, attrition rate was about 17% overall, which 
means they found 6 out of 7 persons they interviewed, which 
is an achievement. She ended her presentation by sharing 
the key messages about whether public services are the 
building blocks of legitimacy: 1. There is no relationship 
between service access and perceptions; 2. There is a weak 
relationship between service quality and perceptions; 3. 
Participation and accountability processes matter. 
However, she cautioned that these ndings are not 
consistent across the board since identity-based brokerage 
has a role to play; and because services are important in their 
own right.

Dr Babar Shahbaz shared the ndings of his qualitative 
study 'Post Conict Livelihood Interventions and Local 
Realities: The Case of Swat and Lower Dir Districts of KP, 
Pakistan.' He briey explained the context of the Swat 
conict, starting from when the Taliban took control of Swat 
in 2008, followed by the 2009 military operation, population 
displacement; and the return of relative peace in 2010, and 
subsequent oods which brought the international and 
national aid agencies  to these areas. The main research 
questions of his study were: 1. How aid actors worked in the 
post-conict situation (their rationale and targeting)? 2. 
What were the perceptions on livelihood interventions (in 
terms of access that is who beneted and who did not; and 
relevance, that is were interventions relevant to local 
needs?); 3. What were the main challenges for aid agencies? 
The study was done in four Union Councils of Swat and 
Lower Dir, with 11 villages from UC Charbagh (Swat) and 
Hayasarai (Lower Dir) through Focus Group Discussions  
with males, females, beneciaries, and non-beneciaries); 
and Key Informant Interviews.

The major ndings regarding aid actors was that in the 
short-term, their relief activities focused on cash grants, food 
and non-food items with no needs assessment since rapid 
assessments were done which overlooked local power 
relations. However, the local 'focal persons' were engaged 

for the interventions. Long-term rehabilitation involved 
livelihood interventions like distribution of seeds, tools, 
fertilizers, chickens, livestock and conducting vocational 
trainings. In these, needs assessment was 'inconsistently 
done' at the Hujra of inuential Khans and again local focal 
persons plus local NGOs and local committees were 
engaged in distribution. He shared that while these aid 
agencies used local institutions like the Jirga and hujra since 
these were the shortest and quickest route for them, these 
institutions were non-representative, elitist and men-only. 
Ironically, even the Tanzeems (local volunteer organisations) 
for collective action were men-only. He pointed out that the 
focal persons often only selected their own relatives without 
the donor agencies' knowledge, and hence the latter's 
support was given to those people who arranged meetings, 
or provided local hospitality. He added that people with 
poor social and political contacts, landless farmers/tenants, 
those living in remote areas and women were excluded.

Some of key ndings in terms of the relevance of livelihood 
interventions were that food and cash grants given during 
emergency situation, as well as interventions by reputed 
local NGOs were appreciated. However, few livelihood 
interventions (seeds/tools/fertilizers) directly targeted the 
'right' farmers since many people claimed that these 
interventions went to the wrong people. Seed supply did not 
match the cropping season; and agricultural and livestock 
interventions were not supported with extension services. 
Vocational trainings were generally appreciated since they 
helped many people start their own enterprises. But some 
trainings were without the provision of supporting tools. 
The critical challenges faced by the aid agencies included 
elite capture; lack of systematic needs assessment; untimely 
supply of agricultural inputs;  targeting; gender 
inclusiveness; and high local expectations in terms of 
infrastructure development. Dr Babar concluded that 'aid 
agencies and the state rebuilding livelihoods in post-conict 
context is no doubt very important, but the most important 
question is “how” they delivered.'

Dr Adam Pain shared his study titled 'Building Village-level 
Institutions in Afghanistan – Or Not?' He talked about the 
Afghan National Solidarity Programme (NSP) which was 
rolled out over three phases (2003-07, 2007-10 and 2010-16) 
incrementally bringing its coverage to around 36,100 
designated communities (88% of total rural communities) by 
the end of the third phase. The core of this massive 
community development exercise has been the formation of 
Community Development Councils (CDCs), to 'build, 
strengthen, and maintain CDCs as effective institutions for 
local governance and social-economic development.' Dr 
Pain explained that his study was not about the provision of 
funding for village infrastructure, which is widely seen to 
have been successful, but more about assumptions on the 
role of CDCs in contributing to the building of state-society 
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relations in the very specic and current context of 
Afghanistan. He said that his study argues that village 
context, characterised as the relationships of responsibility 
and accountability between customary village leadership, 
village elites and other households is an important variable 
and has to be understood in relation to the wider network of 
relationships that exist between the village and authorities 
and power holders at the district and provincial level. One 
needs to understand that there is 'the subsistence solidarities of 
the countryside' myth, meaning when there are ethnic 
minorities located in specic villages surrounded by a 
different ethnic majority, these can create specic village 
solidarities as well as patterns of exclusion or inclusion.  He 
shared that signicant differences were found between 
villages in terms of the role, nature of and relative numbers 
of the elite. Where land inequalities were low, the elite were 
likely to be both relatively economically insecure and more 
numerous. They were, therefore, likely to have a shared 
interest in promoting and supporting social solidarity and 
ensuring the provision of public goods. Where, however, the 
elite were relatively small in number and where they were 
economically secure, often as a result of large landholdings, 
the incentives to promote social solidarity and widen access 
to public good provision were likely to be more limited. 
Here, the elite were prone to act more in their own interests 
rather than in the interests of the village population at large. 
He said that there was a spread of behaviour even within a 
type, so in a village with highly unequal land distribution, 
there were elites that could be more public-minded, while in 
villages where there were more numerous elite, they could 
be self-interested. He further highlighted three implications 
of these ndings: First, in the design, implementation and 
evaluation of interventions to bring changes in the ways in 
which villages are governed or collective action organised, 
villages cannot be treated as if they are all the same. Some 
villages are governed better than others and there are 
reasons why this is so. Second, there is a need to have a much 
more nuanced view of working with village elites. Village 
elites full important functions in village governance in 
relation to the broader institutional landscape of risk and 
uncertainty. In many cases, they clearly have considerable 
legitimacy. The village, despite its shifting boundaries, 
remains for most of its inhabitants, the most signicant 
institution in their lives and collective action at the village 
level will continue to have a primary role in ensuring the 
provision of public goods. Third, rather than seeing new 
organisational structures such as CDCs running in parallel 
to existing customary structures, greater attention needs to 
be paid to the processes of institutional 'bricolage', whereby 
the old (the customary structures) and new (CDCs) borrow 
from and mutually reshape each other's practices and ways 
of thinking.

Dr Pain highlighted that the evidence on how villages work 
and the contexts in which they engage point to multiple, but 

variable levels of incoherence in accountability between 
leaders and members of CDCs. On the one hand, there is 
what is demanded of them by the NSP and, on the other, 
what is expected of them both in terms of collective 
accountability within the village and by the village in terms 
of the everyday complex and shifting relationships that have 
to be managed at the district, province and beyond. The NSP 
has expected a 'discipline-based individualised (as citizens) 
technocratic accountability' between the CDC and its 
funders. But the customary village leadership which is 
strongly represented in CDC has a strong motivation driven 
by collective pressure to pursue connections through 
personalised networks in order to survive in a system 
characterised by patron-client networks. This is not going to 
change quickly or easily and formulaic programming will 
not make it any easier, and so there is a need to take greater 
account of village context in programming, he argued. There 
are limits to 'responsibilisation' of villages since institutions 
and politics matter and these issues cannot be addressed by 
technocratic processes or assessed by Randomised Control 
Trials (RCTs) as done so for the NSP.

Dr Mirza Jahani's talk focused on his experience in 
Tajikistan and Afghanistan. Tajikistan, he said, is the poorest 
country in the central Asia region and is politically and 
economically fragile. It has made steady progress since the 
end of the civil war in 1998: the national poverty rate has 
improved from over 80% to 46.7% but these gains are, 
however, at risk especially since the country has had to re-
build the fundamental institutions of the state from the 
bottom up. 'When there is civil war and when there is 
conict, there is no state as we recently found in 
Afghanistan. In such conditions, donor agencies and 
programmes have little space other than to look for 
collective action for resolving the problems of the people 
including the delivery of humanitarian aid,' he emphasised. 
He shared that what they did in Tajikistan and now in 
Afghanistan through the National Solidarity Programme 
has been to overcome the vacuum of the government. From 
2006, governance became increasingly central to DFID's 
approach to poverty reduction, based on its integrated 
Capability, Accountability and Responsiveness (CAR) 
framework which emphasises the importance of political 
economy and 'working politically'. He said that governance 
is a complex political agenda, that is both an enabler of 
development and poverty reduction, and a desirable end in 
itself. He further said that in DFID, there is realisation that 
strong state–society relations are critical to building 
effective, legitimate states and durable, positive peace. In 
most fragile and conict-affected countries, weak state-
society relations based on patronage and lack of 
accountability are the norm. Strengthening them requires 
engagement with non-state and informal institutions as well 
as the state.
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The moderator, Mr Shahid Minhas introduced the Chair, 

organisers and all the panellists; and outlined that the panel 
would focus on gender from women's perspective because 
they have traditionally been marginalised in patriarchal 
societies, such as Pakistan, and most societies around the 
globe. He said that the papers presented would focus on 
qualitative and quantitative analyses of the problems and 
opportunities for promoting gender balanced demography 
and democracy, including social issues such as hurdles to 
sustainable development goals, for instance, gendered 
socio-economic problems, violence and discrimination, 
labour exploitation, and lack of access to the legal system 
and rights. He hoped that the ensuing discourse on the 
status of women in Pakistani society will point to how 
women can be made decision-makers.

Dr Nathalene Reynolds, based in Ethiopia, was the rst 
speaker. Her topic of discussion was 'The Missing Link: 
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Indian and Pakistani Demography.' She shared that the 
French demographer Jean-Claude Chesnais reminds us that 
demography reects issues that underline many social 
processes. It is a kind of 'moral statistics' since it illustrates 
the state of health of a society and its 'potential for growth or 
decline, for expansion or regression.' She said that the 
question of women's empowerment has tended to relegate 
demographic issues away from the spotlight, with its 
promoters having announced the imminent achievement of 
an equality of the genders  thanks to mobilisation of/by 
women in urban and rural areas. She explained that her 
study was to foresee if Indian and Pakistani societies, mainly 
as a result of economic growth, have gradually rejected 
ancestral and patriarchal values or not. 
India, she said, is a society developing at differential rates. 
However, this country illustrates the possible co-existence of 
value systems that appear, at least at rst view, in 
contradiction with what may be termed modernity. For 
example, the alarming decit of female live births is likely to 
further aggravate the condition of women if the authorities 
fail to remedy matters soon since families, of whatever socio-
economic level or religious belief, often seek to limit their 
size, and are using echography to 'get rid' of female foetuses. 
In the case of Pakistan, while there are widespread poor 
conditions for women, attachment to religious norms 
appears to make 'preventive abortion' unusual for the 
moment, at least. 

Sharing population statistics of both countries, she informed 
that the most recent census in India of 2011 concluded that 
the fertility rate has dropped from 6 children per woman in 
the 1950s to 2.6. In Pakistan, the fertility rate is 2.68 children 
per woman; the equivalent gure was 6.3 at the start of the 
1970s. Pakistan has a population growth rate of 1.45% with 
22.3 live births per 1,000 population. The population growth 
rate in India is 1.19%, with 19.3 live births per 1,000 
population. Infant mortality rate has remained high.  In 
Pakistan, there are 53.9 deaths per 1,000 live births (57 per 
1,000 for male babies; 50.6 per 1,000 for female ones); while in 

India, there are 40.5 deaths per 1,000 live births (41.8 per 
1,000 for male babies; 39.2 per 1,000 for female babies).

She pointed out that in Pakistan, the age structure shows 
slightly more males than females. 'Public policy can correct 
this rapidly,' she stressed. A 'shortage' of women is a risk in 
part due to the danger to women's health posed by frequent 
pregnancies, especially in rural areas. She said that in India,  
foeticide and the declining sex ratio should be declared a 
national emergency . 'Sex selection is not limited to the Hindi 
heartland but is spreading to states such as Tamil Nadu', she 
shared. 'The paradox is that unlike in some other countries in 
which increased wealth and newly available technology 
have helped reduce the stigma attached to girl babies, in 
India, it tends to reinforce it.'  The government should 
implement the Pre-Conception & Pre-Natal Diagnostic 
Techniques Act 1994 (PCPNDT Act) in letter and spirit, she 
recommended.

Ms Batool Zaidi from the USA was the second speaker, who 
presented her study on 'In the Pursuit of Sons: Sex-Selective 
Abortion or Differential Stopping.' Her study questions 
tried to see if a. Pakistan is similar to other Muslim countries 
that have not shown any signs or sex-selective abortions; b. 
are Pakistani couples responding to conicting tensions 
similar to their Indian and Chinese neighbours; and c. if 
Pakistan should be included in the set of Asian countries that 
have recently experienced elevated sex ratios at birth. She 
used data from three rounds of the Pakistan Demographic 
and Health Survey (1990-91, 2006-07 and 2012-13), and 
examined how sex composition of previous children 
inuenced the likelihood of intending more children, using 
contraception and continuing childbearing.  To assess the 
differentials in these outcomes, cross-classications of each 
outcome by parity and sex composition of children were 
produced. Her quantitative data showed similar trends in 
contraceptive use and parity progression, with strong 
aversion to having only daughters and a preference for two 
sons. She found that Pakistanis continue childbearing to 
have a son, to have more than one son, and to have at least 
one daughter. The strategy is not showing signs of 
weakening over time; and could become more pronounced 
as more women have access to effective contraception. The 
study did not nd consistent and convincing evidence that 
sex ratios at birth (which indicate sex-selective abortion) are 
elevated or increasing. To gain a deeper understanding of 
women's reproductive desires and strategies, in-depth 
interviews with seven women on their aspirations and 
reproductive decisions as well as the degree to which they 
face pressure to have sons were also conducted, along with 
in-depth interviews with two gynaecologists working in 
public hospitals in Islamabad about sex determination of 
pregnancies and the desire for sons expressed by clients. The 
interviews revealed stories of abortions to limit 
childbearing, but not for sex-selection; that hospitals avoid 



18 Research & News Bulletin

disclosing the sex of the baby; and that the pressure to 
produce a male offspring often comes from mother-in-laws. 
'The preference for sons often stems from lack of security 
women have in our society,' she said. The study's evidence 
holds strong implications for future challenges facing 
Pakistan's population. If imbalances in sex ratios at birth are 
reective of reality and are left unaddressed, they may rise to 
the levels in neighbouring India, and Pakistan will face even 
greater social, economic, and political challenges than it 
presently does. On the other hand, continued reliance on 
differential stopping to achieve desired number of sons will 
also have direct and indirect consequences for society. On a 
more immediate  level ,  continuing chi ldbearing 
differentially will slow down fertility decline, impeding 
reductions in population growth and exacerbating the 
already acute problems of insufcient public services, 
including energy, water, and schooling. Moreover, 
differential stopping will intensify gender inequality 
because gir ls  wil l  belong to  larger  households 
disproportionately because families with girls are the ones 
that continue childbearing until a son is born. The reduction 
in resources available to each child in larger families will, 
thus,, affect girls more. She warned that demographers need 
to rethink their blind advocacy for low fertility rates 
(arguably only to replacement levels) without paying 
attention to unintended negative consequences of the 
fertility transition. The below replacement fertility crisis 
faced by several industrialised countries should teach the 
importance of accounting for context and culture in local 
prescriptions for reaching that elusive happy equilibrium. 
'The skewed sex ratios being experienced by an increasing 
number of developing countries is the very same lecture, just 
in different packaging,' Ms Batool concluded.

The next speaker, Ms Faiza Mehmood from Pakistan, spoke 
on 'Gendered Academic Performance in Two Public 
Universities in Faisalabad, Pakistan.' Her study investigated 
factors inuencing gender gap in academic performance of 
students in two main public universities (out of ve), 
namely the Government College University and University 
of Agriculture in Faisalabad, Pakistan. Primary data was 
collected using structured questionnaires from 160 
randomly sampled students, comprising 80 male and 80 
female students. Grade Point Aggregate (GPA) was used as 
a proxy of 'academic performance' based on gender of the 
respondent and other variables such as previous academic 
scores and income of respondent's household etc. 
Econometric techniques applied included bivariate analysis 
(Chi-square), correlation metrics, and OLS regression 
analysis. 

The Chi-square results revealed that there exists a strong 
association between gender and academic performance 
(Grade Point Aggregate) which is highly signicant. Eta test 

statistic was also used to check the strength of association 
between gender and student's GPA, which revealed a 
positive relationship between these variables. Ordinary 
Least Square (OLS) was used which showed that variables 
like gender, previous GPA, household income, parental 
education, and behaviour of teachers also contributes 
towards GPA. The study indicated that gender disparity 
leads to gender inequality in academic performance; 
therefore, the speaker recommended that the Government 
should play a vital role to eradicate the adverse effect of 
gender gap in the education sector. 'There is need to provide 
better facilities on education; enhance number of women 
universities and provide equal rights to both male and 
female to reduce the gender gap', she stressed.

Dr Muhammad Luqman from Beijing, China, discussed 

'Factors contributing to Gender Disparity in Education in 

Rural Areas: Evidence from Three Districts of Punjab, 

Pakistan'. He started off by highlighting the importance of 

education which is an important means for improving the 

socio-economic development of a country since it instigates 

employment opportunities and provides better choices of 

living for individuals on an equal basis. But there are many 

social, economic and cultural constraints which create 

gender differences in attaining education at different levels. 

'Such constraints are hampering the socio-economic 

progress of countries, such as Pakistan, thereby decreasing 

the excellence of human assets/capitals,' he said. His study 

investigated the major socio-economic and cultural factors 

which contribute towards existing gender disparity in 

education, with a main focus on Pakistan's Punjab province. 

For the selection of districts from each zone, Non-Probability 

sampling procedure was used (One district from each was 

selected purposefully). For the selection of respondents, 

probability sampling procedure was used (100 households 

from each district were selected through multi-stage 

random sampling). His study results show that gender 

disparity exists in all the three districts of Punjab, and 

concluded that Bakhar District has the highest intensity of 

gender disparity in comparison to other two districts, 

because of its remoteness and traditional customs. The 

speaker recommended that Government should invest more 

on education infrastructure for women and promote female 

education to address traditional thinking of people in 

remote areas.  

The nal speaker of the panel, Dr Gulnaz Anjum, shared her 
study on 'Impact of National and International Policy 
Recommendations on Support for Women's Rights.' She 
highlighted that in most democratic, developing countries, 
including Pakistan, one of the most crucial and still least 
prioritised domains is reforms in the status of women's 
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rights. There are many organisations and programmes at the 
international and national level trying to improve women's 
rights policies and practices, such as the United Nations and 
Convention on all forms of Discrimination Against Women 
(CEDAW); Pakistan's commitment to meeting the 17 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs); and the National 
Commission on the Status of Women.  Even the Constitution 
of most countries in the world gives 'equal rights to both 
women and men. However, in practice women are rarely 
equal to their male counterparts'. She pointed out that to 
date, literature has not yet examined women's rights using 
experimental methods.

The rationale of her study was to focus on women's rights 
because of the active and inconclusive debates in 
international law regarding 'transitional democracies' like 
Pakistan; and to bridge an important research gap since 
there has not yet been any experimental research on the 
effects of the international human rights conducted outside 
stable democracies. Her research questions included, a. do 
reforms receive greater support when people from 
transitional democracies are informed that those proposals 
came from the United Nations?; b. do reforms receive even 
greater support when people from transitional democracies 
are informed that those proposals came from the local 
government?

The sample was drawn from 619 university students from 
the Federal centre of Pakistan, Islamabad, to whom three 
versions of the survey were administered. The subjects were 
asked if they supported the four policies recommended by 
the United Nations Human Rights Committee on CEDAW's 
2013 Review of Pakistan's compliance with CEDAW. The 
control group was told that a recent proposal calls for 
improvement of women's rights; the UN Group that the 
United Nations calls for improvement of women's rights; 
and the local group that a recent proposal by the Pakistani 
Government calls for improvement of women's rights.

The respondents, after reading the condition priming, 
marked their responses about each of the condition on the 
following three aspects: 1. traditional gender role beliefs; 2. 
endorsement for polices focused on improvement of 
women's rights; 3. action tendencies to improve women's 
rights situation in Pakistan. The primary nding of the study 
was that endorsement from the United Nations, and 
especially from the local government, increased support for 
the policy reforms designed to improve women's rights. 
'Although the effect of the endorsement was both 
substantively large and statistically signicant, we would be 
remiss if we did not say that our results do not mean that we 
are overly optimistic about the possibility of the 
international community being able to pressure transitional 
states like Pakistan into improving women's rights. Based on 
our experiences, we are convinced the road to reform the 

role of women in Pakistan will be long and difcult', she 
emphasised. International organisations like the United 
Nations should play a stronger role for monitoring and 
implementation of women rights' reforms.

The chair of the panel, Ms Khawar Mumtaz, appreciated 
SDPI for including this important topic in its Conference, as 
sustainability cannot be achieved without providing equal 
opportunities to women, she expressed. She further shared 
that Pakistan has lower investment in girls' education due to 
traditional or value based approaches. Women working in 
the home are not acknowledged for their services. She said 
SDG goals 3, 4, 5, and 8 are interrelated and highlight role of 
women in sustainable development, and it is critical to look 
at the factors behind lower participation of women after 
completing education, and how much women are 
contributing in Gross Domestic Product (GDP) through care 
economy. She recommended that there is a need to focus on 
gender equality, equal investment in gender and 
acknowledge women in different sectors. The government is 
now working on gender issues, but there is room for 
improvement especially in terms of women empowerment.  
She endorsed that the role of women is important in devising 
policies on democracy, demography and gender.  Ms 
Mumtaz added that women should be empowered more 
and should be given more rights about their health, 
especially control over decisions regarding their bodies. She 
further commented that although women have succeeded in 
reaching bureaucracy, parliament, police and other 
institutions, yet we need more women participation in all 
walks of life to bring social change for prosperity and 
sustainability 

In the question-and-answer session, one of the audience 
members pointed out that people in remote and rural areas 
lack awareness about family planning, gender concerns and 
have high expectations about son preferences. Because of 
these concerns, the abortion ratio is high. In such scenario 
how can teachings of Islam be introduced and practiced 
regarding these issues? To this, Ms Batool Zaidi responded 
that, in a male dominant society, it is the responsibility of 
males to spread and practice the teachings of Islam which 
are related to gender, women's rights and about mother and 
child. Only laws cannot improve the situation, society and 
family elders need to perform their roles. 

Dr Luqman added that clergy and religious scholars need to 
perform their role proactively to address these issues in the 
light of Islam. A professor from Quaid-i-Azam University 
stated that trends are changing in families and now women 
are involved in decision-making processes. However, there 
is a need to engage them in all walks of life, not is some 
specic areas.
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Dr Abid Q Suleri started the session with a brief introduction 
of the speakers. He invited Dr Safdar Sohail to give his view 
point about the linkages of China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) and One Belt, One Road (OBOR).

Dr Safdar Sohail said that China's motivations behind the 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor which is the agship 
initiative under OBOR is to promote West China's economic 
and social development; speed up OBOR; give greater play 
to China's advantage of capital, technology and project 
operating capacity; and form a new open economic system. 
But in order for Pakistan to take full advantage of CPEC, it 
must become a new driving force for economic growth; 
remove key bottlenecks in infrastructure; shape new 
industry clusters; balance regional economic growth; and 
enhance domestic stability. “Through CPEC, new 
international logistics networks would be created and there 
will be better industrial distribution. Under it, we can 
improve the status of South Asia and the region's division of 
labour within the global economy of industrial investment, 
as well as promote regional economic integration through 
stable trade growth, international economic and 

technological cooperation and people exchange,” he said. 

The Joint Director apprised the audience of CPEC business 
opportunities, challenges and details about its major 
dimensions. He compared the foreign direct investment 
(FDI) inows of Pakistan with the inows of different 
neighboring countries and shared the volume and cost of 
different early harvest projects of CPEC. He emphasised that 
the guiding ideology behind CPEC includes a few, simple 
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but key things: 1. government guides and competitive 
markets operate; 2. industrial and production integration; 3. 
construct together and share the fruits; 4. maintain 
openness, inclusiveness, competitiveness and transparency; 
and 5. orderly development. The long-term plan has six 
major pillars which include transforming the trade corridor 
into economic corridor, by establishing new cities in the less 
integrated areas of Pakistan; industrial transformation by 
creating industrial zones and parks; Information and 
Communicat ions Technology ( ICT) ;  agriculture 
development; water resource management and coastal 
tourism. “We have remained an investment decient 
country and now, for the rst time, Pakistan has FDI in 
agriculture, water management and coastal tourism sector,” 
he said. He predicted that as a result of CPEC, there would be 
better trade and investment integration with China and was 
hopeful that both the economies would be much more 
integrated with each other.

During the discussion, he informed the audience that in 
order to manage bilateral industrial cooperation, major 
sectors have been identied, but again stressed that in order 
to enjoy the fruits of CPEC, Pakistan needs to bring reforms 
in its domestic policies, initiate human development and 
logistic development programmes, etc. The role of the 
business community is very important and we need to 
consider their concerns in policy formulation, he said. In 
response to a question he responded that “there can be 
numerous possible hazards of regional co-integration. Fears 
are always there, that does not mean we stop moving 
forward. We need to move forward because the 
Government is fully aware of the possible hazards and 
preparing to address those issues.”

Dr Wang Nan presented the Chinese perspective about 
OBOR. He said that the CPEC project has become very 
popular not only in China and Pakistan, but the region. 
Chinese people consider Pakistan as a brother, he shared. 
During the past three decades, China has become wealthy, 
and majority of Chinese believe that this wealth must be 
used to help each other. Compared to the past, China is now 
capable of giving assistance to Pakistan for its development. 

Under CPEC, China has offered $46 billion to Pakistan and it 
is the rst time in history that the Republic has offered such a 
huge investment abroad. “Both the Pakistani and Chinese 
governments know that CPEC is not only a road; it is a way 
to reach South Asia and the rest of the world,” he 
emphasised. He concluded his thoughts by highlighting 
some aspects that need to be improved in Pakistan for the 
success of CPEC such as the security situation. “Along with 
the security situation, there is a need to remove 
misunderstandings about CPEC created by some 
neighbouring countries,” he stated. During the discussion, 
he was asked if China was ready to address the concerns of 
Pakistan's private sector related to CPEC. He explained, “we 
have an agreement to share the direct and indirect benets of 
CPEC at all levels. As a result of CPEC, Pakistan's industrial 
sector will expand, because both countries have planned to 
develop industrial zones across the Corridor.”  

Mr Shakeel Ramay discussed the social development 
impacts of CPEC. He said that in order to benet from the 
trickledown effects of CPEC, the Government needs to 
invest in human capital. The question is how it is investing in 
education and health to get benets of CPEC. “If we look 
from the Chinese perspective, after completion of the project 
they plan to route 10% of their trade via the Corridor. If we 
don't have the sufcient human resources to tackle this 400 
billion dollar trade what would be the impact?” Talking 
about skill development, he said that Pakistan needs a 
comprehensive skill development package, rather than two 
or three vocational training institutes. For transit trade, a 
service industry in shipping, IT and in other sectors is 
required. He stressed that CPEC investment needs to be 
inclusive. “We need to know whether it is focusing on those 

people who have already been left behind in our past 
development agendas.” At the end, he said that lack of 
access to data is the mother of controversies about CPEC. “If 
we want to reduce controversies, the Government needs to 
give access to data. If we have access to data, civil society and 
think tanks can analyse it and become partners. On the other 
hand, if there is no access to data, our analysis would be on 
the basis of assumptions and that could lead to more 
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controversies about CPEC,” he warned. 

Dr Frank Sun said that the dream of CPEC will come true 
when the rst convoy reaches from Gwadar to China. It will 
not only be an achievement of Pak-China friendship, it is 
also an opportunity to bring economic well-being and 
success across many countries. It can inspire others to 
become part of regional cooperation for shared prosperity. 
Even as a static route, CPEC will boost regional integration 
and mutual trust in the region, he said. Along with Pakistan 
other regional countries should also think about taking part 
in CPEC. India can reach Afghanistan and other Asian 
countries through CPEC for trade. It is a historical 
opportunity for India and Pakistan to rebuild their bilateral 
relationship, strengthen their mutual trust and reduce 
conicts. At the end, he highlighted the importance of the 
Gwadar Port and said that because of its geographical 
location, the zone has the potential to become a major 
international trade centre. To a question regarding Russia's 
role in CPEC for containing China's inuence, he answered 
that the project is an opportunity for the entire world. “The 
objective of CPEC is to bring prosperity, generate 
employment and to boost industries, so there should be no 
other reasons than these to become a part of CPEC,” he 
pointed out.  

Dr Miftah Ismail said that in the rst phase of CPEC, China 
is investing $46 billion directly in Pakistan. Along with this 
Chinese investment, Government of Pakistan is also 
investing in road infrastructure. During this phase, 
upgradation of railway and road infrastructure, gas 
pipelines, Gwadar port, airport and industrial zones is 
included. The second phase of CPEC is much bigger than the 
rst one, in which China will relocate some of its industries 
to Pakistan along the Corridor. While talking about regional 
integration, Dr Ismail explained that the PML(N) 
Government has a vision of regional cooperation which 
includes projects like the Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-
Pakistan-India (TAPI) pipeline and CASA 1000. Pakistan is 
interested in inviting all Asian countries to use its transport 
infrastructure for their trade. He agreed that human 
development is important and Pakistan needs to enhance its 

existing human capital, along with physical infrastructure 
development of CPEC. The Government is keenly aware of 
regional prosperity and regional aspirations, and “through 
this Corridor we will be able to share prosperity in the 
region”, he said. In response to the question about 
environmental aspects of CPEC, he said that Pakistan has a 
very small carbon footprint, and currently zero per cent 
electricity production from coal. The under-construction 
coal power plants have already undergone environmental 
assessment. “In terms of carbon emissions, we are not 
degrading the environment.” He also claried that the 
Government will offer tax holiday to all companies whether 
they are from China or Pakistan or any part of the world. 

Mir Hasil Khan Bizenjo stressed the need to be optimistic 
about CPEC. The people of Balochistan should not worry 
because its benet will ultimately go to them. The road 
infrastructure, industrial zones and railway tracks will 
benet the people of Pakistan as a whole, but the ultimate 
benet will go to Balochistan because all the roads are linked 
with Gwadar. There is no controversy in Balochistan 
regarding CPEC, he claried. In response to a question, he 
said that the there are many roads which are totally nanced 
by Pakistan, and not dependent on CPEC.

In his closing remarks, Dr Abid Q Suleri called CPEC a 
transformation process. “In order to transform, we need a lot 
of change in the country as a whole, for our own sake as well 
as for the region.” 
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Ms Rachel Gordon talked about the SLRC research 
programme on sexual violence and impact of war-related 
sexual violence in women and children in Northern Uganda. 
While introducing this consortium of eight core countries 
namely, Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Uganda, 
South Sudan, Sierra Leone, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Sri Lanka 
and Nepal, she said that SLRC aims to explore livelihoods, 
basic services and social protection in conict-affected 
situations.

She informed the audience about SLRC research on civil war 
1in Uganda between Lord's Resistance Army (LRA)  and the 

Government of Uganda. LRA is involved in abduction, 
violence, and torture, around 1.5 million civilians were 
displaced and estimated 100,000 civilians were killed in the 
war. The study revealed that many girls and women were 
abducted in war by the LRA. 

Shedding light on female survivors of conict related sexual 
violence and the children born of war, she said that they are 
treated differently and often it becomes difcult for them to 

regain acceptance. Generally, the acceptance of women and 
children of war by father, uncles and brothers reduces. There 
is a great stigma attached when they come back home. They 
have to assume a sort of subservient role in order to gain 
acceptance or they have to renegotiate those gender roles 
entirely and search new livelihood activities. 

According to the nding of the research study, education 
matters tremendously in female livelihood. Furthermore, 
this study revealed that women continue to face health 
issues resulting from sexual violence as well as the other 
types of violence and injuries they had received during the 
conict and displacement. Lack of health care facilities, due 
to the war, is the basic reason behind their poor health 
condition. 

The focus of narrative of recovery is economic recovery but 
the people are really traumatized in their on-going physical 
and emotional injuries and other traumas that have never 
been dealt with effectively. These need to be added in the 
policy narrative to improve the current realities of people. 
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¹ LRA is a rebel group and started a war in Northern Uganda and also violates human rights.  
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Dr Vagisha Gunasekara expressed her views on political 
economy of violence and structural violence. Presenting a 
case study on women's economic relations in post-war Sri 
Lanka, she said that this study illuminates how gender, caste 
and class operate there. The main nding of this study was 
that it is not just emotions and bodies of women that face 
violence but also their labour which is being exploited. In a 
selected village namely Vettikadu – a poor village in the 
former war affected district Jaffna in Sri Lanka – majority of 

2women are employed in beedi  industry and they are 
working there for over past 50 years. She termed this beedi 
industry as a “necroeconomic” space that implies an economic 
space where labouring bodies are exposed to violence until 
their death. These bare handed beedi workers can earn only 

th th1/5  of the total beedi trade value and remaining 4/5  is 
snatched away by bigger player in trade. The company only 
maintains the connection with the workers through a middle 
man. In this way that company refrains from paying a fair 
wage and other employee benets like pension, insurance, 
etc., and undermines the workers' health and well-being. 

Lack of education is one of the reasons behind the selection 
of this industry by women to earn livelihood because this 
industry requires limited skills. These women could not get 
education due to poverty and war. They have to remain in 
this industry because shing industry which is a competitive 
industry there, does not take women workers. Limited jobs 
in textile shops are available in Jaffna town and these are also 
exploiting women. 

The working conditions for women are tough since they do 
not have proper facilities like toilets, statutory monetary 
benets, low wages and late payment of salaries. Generally, 
women are paid lower than their male counterparts. 

She dened this situation as 'Necropolitics'. It is a situation 
that exposes its citizens to all forms of violence due to the 
state's inability to provide the necessary protection. She 

suggested that violence against women must be understood 
and addressed in relation to the political and economic 
structures.

Speaking on the networks and livelihoods in context of the 
importance of relationships in Afghanistan's distributional 
economy, Ms Danielle Huot, said that land resources are 
plentiful but distribution of ownership is unequal. Gender, 
class structure (based on land ownership) and ethnicity 
determine access to services. There are three types of 
relationships that build network dynamics:

· Primary inclusion, i.e. wealthy households in the village 

that holds around 80% of the land and have strong 
political linkages at provincial level and control the 
power.

· Secondary inclusion refers to the households those have 

connections with the elites, and are able to use those 
connections for their benets. This group of household 
have secondary pool of resources.

· Hierarchal or patron-client relations. These are 

households with poor connections and limited 
resources.

These systems of networks dene the reason of exclusion 
and inclusion of household. Another determinant of this 
exclusion and inclusion is the land distribution pattern. 
Ethnicity also determines this pattern since minorities have 
limited access to the facilities and services because they do 
not have links at the provincial level to represent them. 

Dr Ayesha Khurshid presented on the importance of 
education to change the gender norms in rural communities 
of Pakistan. She said that in the era of international 
development, the approach has shifted from human capital 

² Beedies are hand-rolled cigare�es for the poor.
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to human capabilities through enhanced investment in 
education, health, human rights and gender empowerment. 
Education is a tool to empower women since it enables them 
to enter the labour market and hence gives them nancial 
and economic empowerment. Therefore, the government 
needs to pay special attention to improve the access of 
women to education. She suggested analysing the impact of 
development and empowerment regime in terms of 
attitudes, structures and sociocultural processes. 

She informed the audience about the study in collaboration 
3with IEL  which analysed women's access to education from 

rural and low-income Punjabi communities that has shaped 
the gendered identities and gendered norms in these areas. 
“I get to learn and experience new things, meet new people, travel 
to the city, and make my own money. So what is the difference? The 
only difference is that I am educated and they are not,” she added 
a response of female respondent of this study. Education is a 
source to transform gender norms regarding access to 
employment and economic resources, public mobility, 
participation in decision-making both at family and 
community level. Education changes the concept regarding 
women's right to making decisions regarding their own life 
like marriage, etc. Hence, special focus to educate women is 
required.

Ms Leah Wilfreda RE Pilongo discussed the gender 
inequalities in Afghanistan. While presenting her study she 
said that the overall purpose of the research was to achieve 
an in-depth understanding of different notions of being a 
man in Afghanistan and how they contribute to gender 
inequality. The sample was selected at the level of culture, 
ethnic diversity, area covered by Swedish Committee for 
Afghanistan and the level of security risk. 

In the selected areas, men are responsible for providing 
livelihood to the family as well as to ensuring the well-being 
of all family members. Family protection is also liability of 
the man. Hence men are generally considered to be brave 

and honourable. Male superiority over women is a common 
belief – a nding that emerged from the study. Generally it is 
believed that women are less capable of making decisions 
about their own life and family matters like marriage, etc. 
Another nding i.e. gender-based violence came from Key 
Informant Interviews (KIIs) of religious personalities that a 
husband is allowed to beat his wife if she is “Nashiza” – a 
term used for a woman who denies to follow the rules of his 
man and disobeys him. 

The social norms and traditional practices were reported as a 
barrier to gender equality in conservative areas like 
Nangarhar. It was also observed that tribal codes have 
strong impact on religious interpretation and hence gender 
rights e.g. in some tribal codes and religious interpretation, 
women have the right to education and work but according 
to others it is unacceptable. 

This situation is different in less conservative areas. For 
example, participants from Bamyan reported that they 
believe in gender equality and facilitate their women to get 
educated and be the breadwinner for the family just like 
men. 

Another dimension of gender inequality is the nonexible 
division of labour in some provinces. Generally men do not 
assist in tasks related to women, e.g. if a man wants to help 
his wife in domestic tasks of home, society starts calling him 
“zancho”, meaning a man behaving like a woman. 

It is required to advocate these ndings to the government to 
help them in addressing the issues of violence against 
women and gender inequality. To change this gender biased 
behaviour of society, a campaign would be helpful in raising 
the awareness among the general public about gender 
equality. This campaign can be started with the support of 
the Ministry of Women's Affairs and Ministry of 
Information and Culture. 

³ IEL is a US-based development organiza�on focusing on gender empowerment through women's educa�on in Pakistan



26 Research & News Bulletin

To address the notions of masculinities and gender role 
stereotypes, the potential of community level shared 
parenting programmes, Parent-Teacher-Community 
Associations, and gender mainstreaming programmes in 
curriculum of educational institutes could be harnessed. 
Through these programmes, addressing the issues of 
patterns of raising girls and boys that generate the existing 
notions of masculinities would help to change this 
behaviour. 

To redene the role of men and women, the innovative 
gender mainstreaming programmes in educational 
curriculum should be introduced. The power of media and 
social networking can be utilized in this regard. 

While concluding the session, Mr Harris Khalique, AAWAZ- 

DAI, Islamabad, said that post-war societies have become 
more conservative and at the same time have become more 
open. This paradox gives us an opportunity to help these 
societies and recongure the role of women. He raised the 
attention of participants towards a relationship between 
peace and justice and said that the prevalence of justice is a 
prerequisite to build peaceful societies. Economic networks 
also exclude people while being seen as involving everyone. 
Therefore, involving everyone does not necessarily mean 
inclusion. 

Societies can change when their material conditions change. 
Education, particularly women's education, is the rst step 
towards altering the material condition of societies. He also 
stressed to add the issue of tremendous social pressure on 
men in the agenda of gender equality.

This session focused on the utilisation of innovative 
technologies for safe transfer of energy to consumers, 
reduction of carbon emissions and transmission losses. 
While commencing the session, the moderator of the panel, 
Mr Arshad Abbasi introduced the representatives from 
China's Henan Kosen Enterprise Development Co. Ltd. and 
Anhui Tianying Electrical Equipment Manufacturing Co. 
Ltd. Both companies are working to overcome energy 
inefciencies and for disaster risk reduction in China. Mr 
Abbasi said that these companies want to share their 
technology and expertise with Pakistan. He indicated that 
while Pakistan is generating the right amount of electricity, 
its transmission is the main issue. He said that his research 
has shown that 80% of line losses are due to technical 
reasons. “Technologies like smart metres introduced ve 
years back only give measurement of the losses, while the 
need of the time is to calculate the actual weight being 
generated, transported and then reaching the customers at 
the end. The line losses in Pakistan are around 19% which is 
very high as compared to the other countries and a big threat 
for the economy”, he stressed. However, he was condent 
about Pakistan's ability to overcome these losses by 50% in 

the next ten years.

Ms Maha Kamal, co-moderator of the session, discussed the 
status of energy losses in Pakistan which are causing an 
annual loss of PKR 300 billion to the economy. She proposed 
the need for innovative solutions like smart grids to address 
these nationwide challenges. She shared statistics showing 
the slow rate of progress in the energy sector which can be 
increased by using smart grids. She highlighted 3% 
reduction in line losses from 2012-14; and 3% reduction in 
line losses in different divisions of Pakistan within a year. 
“Pakistan is facing 19% shortfall in energy sector each year 
with increase in load shedding. Given the challenges, it is 
important to look at Chinese solutions”, she recommended. 
Ms Kamal discussed the study being conducted by SDPI to 
measure changes over a period of one year which indicate 
the improvements in line losses in 2015. 

The Chair of the session, Engr. M. A. Jabbar pointed out that 
a major issue of electricity supply in Pakistan is not 
production, rather distribution. He appreciated SDPI for 
initiating a study on calculating line losses to study its long-
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term effects on the political economy of Pakistan. He also 
appreciated advocacy through seminars and conferences 
which offer different solutions and safety responses. He 
agreed that adoption of innovative solutions like smart grids 
being offered by likeminded investors can ensure safe 
supply of electricity.  “People working on climate change 
offer grand theatrical solutions, whereas what is needed are 
smart and efcient solutions which are reasonable and 
economical,” he said.

Mr Zou Shijie introduced his company and explained that 
the main purpose of their visit to Pakistan is to provide 
solutions for the energy crisis and discuss energy reforms 
through successful application of scientic inventions based 
on innovative technologies like smart grids. He informed the 
panel about the rapid advancements being made by China in 
the energy sector. He said that the Chinese are keen to share 
their technology with neighbouring countries and are 
seeking relationships for promoting economic and social 
development of the entire region. He shared details of a new 
carbon cable being manufactured by Henan Kosen and 
hoped that the Pakistani Government and relevant business 
leaders and stakeholders would show interest in it. 

The special electric cable integrates optical technology and 
transmission technology, he explained, which is laid in 
different voltage levels of transmission lines, and is more 
reliable, durable and “utilisation of this green technology 
can help in reduction of Green House Gas (GHG) 
emissions.”  He also said that their smart distribution 
system is based on customer demands and standard 
distribution specications. “It has high degree automation, 
is easy to use, has high performance, high reliability and is 
suitable for low voltage power distribution systems,” he 
explained.

Mr Wang Nan highlighted that the complexity of power 
system networks makes the task of maintaining a highly 
reliable operation very difcult. Natural disasters like 
oods, landslides, earthquakes and typhoons directly 
threaten energy supply. Under such circumstances 
restoration of power or even provision of power is often a 
challenge, especially in remote, disaster prone areas. The 
smart grid technology, as the main application form of 
distributed generation with high permeability, can 
effectively alleviate these impacts on large power grids. He 
discussed the scope of various smart grid products and the 
extent to which they can tolerate extreme weather 
conditions. 

Mr Ma-Lin was appreciative of the hospitality offered by 
Pakistan and Pakistanis. He gave details of Anhui Tianying 
Electrical Equipment Manufacturing Company's prole, its 
framework, cultural responsibility and its products. Anhui 

Tianying group is located in the northern region of rivers 
and lakes, called Huai Jiangnan in Lixin County of Anhui 
province. The company's products include strong smart grid 
cable network equipment, overhead network equipment, 
intelligent high voltage and automation equipment. “The 
company has passed the ISO9000, ISO14000, OHSAS18000 
and other international certications,” he informed the 
audience. He said that his group as a collection of electric 
power survey and design, equipment manufacturing, 
electric power installation, R & D is one of China's leading, 
high-tech power companies. Mr Ma-Lin hoped that since his 
company's values include extensive close cooperation, 
promotion of effective implementation, being more 
customer-focused, and persistent improvement, other 
likeminded businesses in Pakistan and the Government 
would be keen on mutual cooperation and collaboration.

The delegation also included Mr Zahng Biangsu, Advisor, 
Anhui Tianying Electrical Equipment Manufacturing Co. 
Ltd.;  and Mr Cao Shunli, Manager Overseer, Henan Kosen 
Enterprise Development Co. Ltd. from China.

In the question-and-anwer session, while replying to a query 
related to the investments being made by Chinese 
companies, a participant stressed that this is an opportunity 
which can help both nations equally. To the question 
regarding the types of losses encountered during 
transmission and the measures for their reduction, the panel 
unanimously agreed on the installation of smart metres and 
a proper roadmap to calculate those losses and then working 
to reduce them. Mr Wang Nan added that smart grids offer 
many benets to utilities and consumers, most of which can 
be seen in big improvements in energy efciency on the 
electricity grid and in the energy users' homes and ofces. 
The speakers also agreed on the need to overcome the gap 
between action and implementation and the need to undo 
traditional mind-sets.  It was stressed that the days when 
workers read metres, looked for broken equipment and 
measured voltage, for example, are over. “Most of the 
devices power companies in Pakistan use to deliver 
electricity have yet to be automated and computerized. 
Now, many options and products are available to the 
electricity industry to modernise it,” they emphasised.

The Chair concluded the panel by highlighting that Pakistan 
is going to be the rst South Asian country to replicate smart 
grid technology, and therefore, it is important to adopt co-
operative measures to build the country's capacity in this 
area. It was agreed that it is important for the country to 
follow and adopt innovative technologies in the power 
industry and to accept new products like carbon tubes to 
reduce costs over long distances for stable economic 
development and effective power transmission.
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The session was opened by Ambassador Shafqat Kakakhel 
who talked about looking at climate change from a 
sociological and environmental angle using the global 
media in order to create awareness on the topic. He 
explained how geoengineering aims at stabilising the global 
c l imate ,  reducing global  warming and ghting 
anthropogenic climate change with two strategies: 
shortwave (0.3–3 μm) sunlight reection methods and 
carbon dioxide removal technologies. He said that tackling 
climate change by any means is a controversial subject that 
entails socio-political risks. 

The rst speaker Dr Qasim Jan explained that scientic 
research has shown that the average global temperature on 
Earth has increased by about 0.8 degree C since 1880. Two-
thirds of the warming has occurred since 1975, at a rate of 
roughly 0.15-0.20 degree C per decade. He said that studies 
conducted abroad have found that the estimated 5,500 
glaciers in the Hindu Kush-Himalayan (HKH) region could 
reduce their volume by 70-99% by 2100. This could have 

grim consequences for farming and hydropower generation 
downstream. According to Dr Jan, the biggest culprit of 
global warming has been deforestation which has taken 
place to cater to the rapidly growing population of the 
world. “The main consequences of global warming are 
already manifesting themselves around the world in the 
form of extreme weather events like storms, tornadoes, 
oods and droughts, all of which have been increasing in 
frequency and intensity”, he lamented. As a result, the world 
today suffers around 400-500 natural disasters on average in 
a year. “Global warming will impact developing counties 
more than the developed ones because we are not prepared 
for disasters. Glacier melting and decreased rainfall will lead 
to water shortage, which will seriously impact food security 
throughout the world,” he warned.

The second speaker Dr Fahad Saeed talked about the threats 
of climate change from Pakistan's perspective. He shared 
that when thinking about the phenomenon of climate 
change in relation to Pakistan, the rst thing that comes to 
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mind is water scarcity. Increasing temperatures and 
decreasing rainfall have seriously affected the amount of 
water available in the country. However, despite growing 
water scarcity, Pakistan also suffers from three types of 
ooding: riverine ooding, urban ooding and the ooding 
that is caused by the melting of glaciers. “Extreme ooding 
has taken place numerous times in the country,” he said. 
Similarly, constant heat waves resulting from global 
warming are affecting peoples' lives. In addition to 
agricultural/economic losses, heat waves in various parts of 
Sindh have claimed hundreds of lives over the years, he 
pointed out. Furthermore, these climactic changes have 
aggravated the ongoing energy crisis in the country, coupled 
with lack of implementation with regards to countering and 
mitigating such disasters. Climate change is also causing a 
number of indirect effects, such as insufcient crop yields 
affecting the poorest class. Pakistan being one of the fastest 
urbanising countries in South Asia and being the seventh 
most vulnerable country to climate change, Dr Fahad 
concluded his presentation by saying that “we need to think 
out-of-the-box to counter these challenges”. 

The third and nal speaker Mr Andy Parker discussed “Solar 
Radiation Management: The Governance of Research (SRMGI)” 
report published in 2011 which sought to open up the 
conversation surrounding SRM and provided denitions, 
categories and outlined goals and concerns with the aim of 
encouraging dialogue on the governance of this technology. 
He then talked about the workshops held on the SRMGI in 
the past couple of years in China and Africa, with more 
recent ones in Jamaica, Brazil, Guadeloupe and India. 
Similarly, future workshops are to take place in Jordan, 
Bangladesh, Thailand, Philippines, and Kenya, with the 
SRMGI Global Forum planned for Berlin in October 2017. He 
explained how SRM has the potential to reduce some of the 
impacts of climate change, but it could also be very risky. 
“While it is still unclear whether SRM would be helpful or 
harmful, many developing countries stand to gain or lose 
the most if SRM were ever deployed, since most research 
and discussion on the issue has taken place in developed 
countries,” he said. SRMGI has brought new voices into the 
conversation around SRM research governance. He claried 

that “we do not take a position on how SRM should be 
governed, or whether it should ever be used. Instead, we 
work with local partners to run outreach meetings in 
developing countries expanding this critical global 
discussion and ensuring that a range of voices is heard.” He 
said that people are talking about SRM because while 
mitigation remains crucial, it doesnot reduce the risks from 
the greenhouses gases already emitted. Similarly, while 
adaptation remains crucial, “we cannot deal with all 
projected climate changes with adaptation.” Therefore, even 
the IPCC AR5 on SRM climate effects declared that “models 
consistently suggest that SRM would generally reduce 
climate differences compared to a world with elevated GHG 
concentrations and no SRM; however, there would also be 
residual regional differences in climate (e.g., temperature 
and rainfall) when compared to a climate without elevated 
GHGs.”

However, he cautioned that SRM is not an alternative to 
mitigation, but is the only known way to stop temperatures 
rising at short order. “Modelling consistently suggests that 
the 'SRM world' might be a lot more liveable than a world of 
climate change. But that evidence is limited and there are 
many large uncertainties. Social and political dimensions 
could prove much tricky than the physical ones,” he 
remarked. He proposed possible low-impact outdoor 
experimental ideas such as exploring ozone microphysics; 
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localised testing of plant reactions to light changes; testing 
seawater spray systems; observing volcano aerosol effects; 
small scale aerosol injection; and testing aerosol delivery 
equipment. He said two considerations are important: 
dening SRM given the problem of dual use since many 
potential SRM experiments also have relevance to on-going 
climate research; and seeing how useful is the question of 
governance before research. While concluding, Mr Parker 
outlined some challenges for SRM research, including how 
to ensure transparency and safety; how to reduce the 
chances of slippery slopes and moral hazard; how to ensure 

that useful research can proceed; how to deal with the dual 
purpose nature of SRM and climate research and whether it 
was possible to design appropriate research governance 
without research proceeding.

Mr Naseer Gillani thanked the panellists for their 
presentations; and, SDPI for providing the forum to discuss 
this issue. He discussed the various aspects of solar 
geoengineering. He recommended setting up a focal 
institution for the purpose with qualied scientists and 
researchers to carry out research in this eld.

Dr Mukhtar Ahmed, Chair of the session, introduced the rst 
speaker, Mr Kashif M. Salik who presented on “Migration 
Futures: Economic Opportunities and Distributional Effects 
in Pakistan”. He explained the impacts of migration on 
livelihoods resilience and introduction of new economic 
opportunities in semi-arid regions of Pakistan.  His study 
used a mixed analytical approach incorporating both 
quantitative and qualitative tools. The research indicated 
that families receiving remittances were more resilient than 
non-migrant families having no remittances, especially if the 
remittances were invested on livelihood enhancing 
opportunities. The push factors compelling family members 
to migrate included food insecurity, lack of employment, 
low wage rates in villages, decline in agricultural 

productivity due to environmental and other economic 
factors. The main reasons for not migrating were found to be 
lack of nancial resources, low human capital, and desire for 
keeping the family together. Mr Salik concluded that 
“migration is a positive activity and we can't stop it.” 
However, the Government should facilitate planned 
migration, he recommended.

Similar ideas were presented and supported by Mr Fred 
Atieno from Kenya who described his research study on 
“Assessing Household Economic Resilience to Climate 
Change-Induced Migration in Semi-Arid Lands of Kenya”. 
Mr Atieno discussed the socioeconomic conditions of Kenya 
with a rising population and more and more people living in 
urban slums. He said that under a changing climate, 
temperature is increasing and will continue to increase by 
2.5% by 2025. “There is shift in rainfall patterns in different 
locations, crop productivity has decreased and other factors 
have also increased levels of poverty in Kenya,” he 
informed. According to his study, migration is used as an 
adaptation strategy by communities threatened by climate 
change and migrants are better off because it leads to income 
diversity, remittances, and food security. “Remittances 
improve the household resource base, economic status and 
resilience of people,” he stressed. He recommended that the 
Government of Kenya needs to devise policies for 
harmonisation of migrants in the cities by addressing issues 
of gender inequality; and need to restructure and strengthen 

Session B-1: 
The Distributional Effects of Out-Migration and Livelihood 

Resilience in Semi-Arid Regions of Asia and Africa

Chair: Dr Mukhtar Ahmed, Chairperson, Higher Educa�on Commission (HEC), Pakistan

Special Comments: Dr Aliya H. Khan, Quaid-i-Azam University, Islamabad, Pakistan; and, Mr Hasan Akhtar Rizvi, Group Leader CSD, 
Lead Pakistan, Islamabad

Panel Organisers: Mr Kashif M. Salik and Ms Ayesha Qaisarani, Sustainable Development Policy Ins�tute, Islamabad, Pakistan

Speakers:

1. Mr Kashif M. Salik, Senior Research Associate, Sustainable Development Policy Ins�tute, Islamabad, Pakistan

2. Mr Fred A�eno, Agriculture, Environment and Climate Change Specialist, University of Nairobi, Nairobi, Kenya

3. Ms Zhanna Babagaliyeva, Climate Change and Sustainable Energy Program Specialist, Tajikistan via skype

Report by: Ghamz-e-Ali Siyal, Sustainable Development Policy Ins�tute (SDPI), Islamabad



nancial institutions given local contexts. He said that low 
income and and lack of access to water are major challenges. 
He stressed that marginalised people who are the most 
vulnerable in Semi-Arid Lands (SALs) should be given 
considerable attention by the Government. He concluded 
that unless migration population dynamics and climate 
change are prioritised in overall development strategies and 
implemented in an integrated manner, it will be very 
difcult to achieve sustainable development for Kenya.

Ms Zhanna Babagaliyeva from Tajikistan gave her 
presentation via Skype and spoke on “Migration, 
Remittances, Adaptations and Resilience in Arid & Semi-
Arid Regions of Senegal and Tajikistan”. She explained the 
importance of remittances and their impacts through 
various channels on an economy, and said that while 
remittances are a key source of development, they are often 
hindered by external factors like economic crisis, irrational 
use of land and water, rapid population growth, limited 
access to basic services, decline in enrollment rates in higher 
education facilities and high mortality and morbidity rates. 
She recommended that in order to improve the overall 
conditions of an economy, there needs to be improvement in 
education, private investment, use of more green 
technologies, regulation of climate change consequences 
and adaptation measures, increasing social protection, 
setting up policies and measures on climate resilience, and 
restructuring of public and private nance programmes.   

Mr Hassan Akhtar Rizvi discussed his views about 
migration trends in Pakistan. He quoted different studies on 
migration and climate change conducted by Lead Pakistan 
and other organisations. He said that migration has been 
occurring since many years due to nomadic trends, 
livelihood reasons, and climate change. But disentangling 
climate change induced migration is difcult. He cited 
various studies that explore how climate change is becoming 
an exacerbating push factor for migration and has a 
multiplier effect. Mr Rizvi commented that migration 
should be seen positively by the Government, which should 
come up with policies to help people for enhancing their 
livelihoods, prosperity and settlement issues. Finally, he 
highlighted two important points that should be addressed, 
namely, need for a national census to understand the 
dynamics of migration; and developing a migration policy. 

The Chair, Dr Mukhtar Ahmed, invited Dr Aliya H Khan to 
conclude the session after giving her brief introduction. Dr 
Khan commented that the papers were rich in terms of data 
and results, with the speakers from Pakistan providing 
details of internal migration, and the speakers from Kenya 
and Tajikistan giving the international migration 
perspective. She suggested that research also needs to focus 
on the issues faced by the families of migrants who are left 
behind, as well as exploring how youth migration out of 

rural areas may have created problems in the agriculture 
sector of the country. Similarly, migrants in destination 
areas face conict issues due to inow of migrants in urban 
areas which should be studied. She stressed that the 
Government should focus on who takes the responsibility of 
registering internal migration like India does. “After 
maintaining records, the Government can take ownership to 
resolve issues of internal migration,” she suggested. 
Additionally, climate change should be taught as a separate 
course in educational institutions, she proposed. 

During the question-and-answer session, a participant 
asked what the role of language was in enhancing or 
restricting migration during Pakistan's independence. Dr 
Khan responded that recently conicts have risen in 
different regions of Pakistan, but in order to compare this 
with migration after independence one would need to 
conduct separate research. The speakers were also asked 
whether oods were causing more migration than droughts. 
Mr Rizvi answered that oods cause huge displacement, but 
they are having positive impact as compared to droughts as 
the ooded areas lead to bumper crop production in the 
following year. Migration is higher in regions where 
drought conditions exist.  

Other questions included the socioeconomic consequences 
of climate change and main policy recommendation in terms 
of climate change impacts and gender. According to Mr 
Salik, “At the micro-level migration is a planned process, but 
at the macro-level the government does not have any policy 
related to internal migration.” Mr Atieno added that 
separating policies for gender in the context of climate 
change and migration needs further research to address it 
properly.

Dr Mukhtar Ahmed concluded the session by saying that 
Pakistan needs to have a policy on people's mobility and 
consequences, especially in case of Gwadar. Second, in order 
to benet from any future opportunities, development and 
enhancement of human skills is crucial. Finally, he 
recommended that researchers should focus on the major 
post-migration issues or problems affecting migrants.
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Mr. Muhammad Tahseen, chairing the session welcomed all 
the participants and introduced the panellists of the session. 

Dr Pervez Tahir was the rst speaker of the session. During 
his talk, he emphasized on the promotion of intra-regional 
trade despite the failures of similar cooperation endeavours 
in the past. He quoted examples of Regional Cooperation for 
Development (RCD) between friendly countries of Turkey, 
Iran and Pakistan, which did not work out. He also quoted 
the example of Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) 
in which two SAARC member countries were part of it, i.e. 
Pakistan and Afghanistan. However, the intra-regional 
trade only contributed to 4% trade among these countries 
that equate to nothing as compared to billions of people. He 
also highlighted that trade between two major counties is in 
imbalance. In 2015 India exported goods worth of two 
billion dollars to Pakistan. On the other hand, Pakistan 
exported only 250 million dollars to India. This imbalance 
was not only because of the issue concerning with the most 
favoured nation but also due to non-tariff barriers. By 
highlighting the importance of trust between the trading 
countries, he said that trade ows on trust. He feared that if 
India and Pakistan cannot have the element of trust between 

them, then regional or bi-lateral cooperation will not bear 
fruit in future. 

He also highlighted that in the changing global context, the 
concept of rebirth of economic nationalism has emerged. 
Quoting example from the past, he said that the ashes of war 
resulted in the emergence of the European Union with the 
commitment to never go back to war again. However, with 
the changing dynamics like Brexit and Italian voters having 
similar sentiments, cooperation is at risk. He also mentioned 
about the change in American politics like republicans over-
ruling the democrats. Donald Trump oated the idea of 
having such trade agreements as against the national 
interest. According to Dr Tahir, Americans are following the 
concept presented by Noams Chomsky that trade is good as 
far as it is good for you.

Dr Tahir said that trade is no more only about goods or 
services rather it is more to do with investments and 
protecting those investments. First raw material was 
important, then labour content comes into play. He 
concluded by stated that from Marxist perceptive the 
struggle between capital and labour will prevail. He also 
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said that apart from the intra-regional trade, SAARC 
countries also have to be considerate about the changing 
political and social environment beyond South Asia. 

Mr Naseer Memon from SPO talked on the status of human 
development in the SAARC region. While quoting the 
UNDP Human Development report (2015), he said that 
unfortunately SAARC countries maintain the level of low 
human development among which Pakistan falls under the 
worst category. Pakistan is ranked second last in the Human 
Development Index just above Afghanistan. Sri Lanka and 
Maldives were ranked highest in human development 
among rest of the SAARC countries while India, 
Bangladesh, Bhutan are ranked in the medium level in the 
human development index. He said that Pakistan should 
stop hiding behind the issues of internal stability and 
security situation as Sri Lanka has been ghting far worse 
civil war for the last 30 years and still has excelled in its 
health and education indicators.

In order to further strengthen his argument he provided 
facts and gures. In life expectancy index, Pakistan is ranked 
among the lowest while in malnutrition, Congo and Nigeria 
perform better than Pakistan. He further said that Pakistan 
spends 2.8% on education that is way less than rest of the 
SAARC countries. Even Afghanistan spends 8.1 % on 
education despite its low budget. Moreover, at the global 
level in human development index, out of 188 countries, 

th thPakistan was ranked 147 . In literacy, Pakistan stood at 160  
out of 188 countries. Apart from Pakistan, India's 
performance with respect to human development was also 
criticized by Mr Memon. He said that India has more than 
287 million illiterate people which is more than Pakistan's 
total population. -- still they prefer to spend on war 
economy. According to the Global Innovation Index, out of 

st141 countries Pakistan is ranked at 131 . Both Pakistan and 
India are spending more generously on war economy. Apart 
from internal security budget (police, paramilitary), 
Pakistan is spending 9.5 billion dollars on defence budget 
similarly India is spending 51 billion dollars. He criticized on 
how these two countries are more concerned about 
investing in war economy than in human development and 
peace economy. 

While talking about the support of trade in the region, he 
said that there are political bitterness among the nations, 
however, they keep their trade and business ties apart. He 
quoted the example of China, which has political acrimony, 
however it keeps its bilateral trade and politics on two 
opposite poles. Bilateral trade volume between China and 
America is 520 billion dollars, 300 billion dollar with Japan, 
200 billion dollars with Taiwan and 100 billion dollars with 
India. Because of such approach China was able to pull 600 
million people above the poverty line in 30 years. He 
concluded by saying that unless this region is going to invest 

in peace economy and in the future of human capital, 
nothing will bring prosperity to the nations no matter how 
strong and wealthy they become. 

Mr Majyd Aziz, Former President, Karachi Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry, during his talk emphasized that 
private sector is not given a chance to trade with neighbours. 
He said that he is a vocal supporter of Pakistan and India 
trade. He suggested that regional trade can act as the focal 
point for Pakistan's march towards prosperity. He said that 
Pakistan's track record in regional forms is dismal. 
According to him, Regional Cooperation for Development 
(RCD) was a different concept, only three countries were 
part of it that later became part of ECO (that includes ve 
countries); unfortunately all these forums did not work out. 
He also quoted the example of Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation (SCO) or Shanghai Pact. According to him, 
China and Russia were main sponsors while discussing the 
SCO case study; he said that they should have rst bridge the 
gap between the two countries of India and Pakistan. 
Talking about SAARC, he said that it was considered as the 
game changer for the South Asian region as it will bring 
opportunities and benet the people of SAARC. However, it 
did not turn out to be like it was perceived due to the political 
bitterness among the member states. He emphasized that for 
prosperity, political animosities should be kept aside and 
should not be allowed to cast its shadow on trade and 
business ties. He said that Pakistan should learn from China 
that despite its disputes (with Sikkam, Tibbetan, Saka 
Lamab and other border issues), they are exchanging 
substantial trade with each other. 

In case of Pakistan and India, according to Mr Aziz, business 
community is sent to India with tied hands. This impacts 
trade to a large extent. He said that due to current tension 
between the two countries (Pakistan-India), trade has gone 
down from 1.8 billion dollars to 100 million. This is due to the 
fact that 40% of the cotton is exported to Pakistan,  However, 
due to the emotional outburst of blaming each other, Indian 
traders refused to sell it to Pakistani customers. Similarly, 
Pakistan consumers do not want to buy Indian cotton 
anymore. This situation impacts the cotton traders in India 
as they went bankrupt. This situation inuences politicians 
to change the policy accordingly. Whenever there is tension 
at the border and bilateral ties became weak, it puts a 
substantial impact on the traders. He also quoted an 
example of Pakistan's example that how it is impacting the 
businessmen in Pakistan. According to him,, the customs 
authority in Karachi has stopped 2,000 containers coming 
from India due to which small industries in Karachi have 
closed down. Pakistan is not using non-tariff trade barrier as 
compared to India. 

Pakistani and Indian businessmen are quite close to each 
other. He further criticized that Pakistan and India should 
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feel ashamed of their behaviour in SAARC.  The two 
countries own atom bombs but have invested minimal in the 
human development. He suggested that Pakistan and India 
should act more responsibly and set an example for the 
smaller countries rather than making SAARC a defunct 
platform.  

Social activist Ms Marvi Sirmed also highlighted structural 
challenges faced by SAARC. She portrayed a picture from 
the historical perspective and loopholes in the charter of 
SAARC. According to her the biggest challenge faced by 
SAARC is the bilateral bitterness between India and 
Pakistan. She said that SAARC was the brainchild of military 
dictator (Zia-ur-Rehman) of Bangladesh who lobbied with 
the South Asian countries and called for a close consultation, 
exchange of views and ideas regarding the recent events and 
development in and around South Asia and Middle East that 
possess a considerable threat to the global peace and 
security. According to her, since the beginning highly 
paranoid state of Pakistan and India started to dominate it. 
They created hurdle because of their own security paranoia. 
Both the states refrained themselves to sign the charter 
unless it was made free of security references. She said that 
this was the major hurdle as nothing is non-political in this 
world. However, in order to bring SAARC vision into 
reality, Bangladesh removed all reference as per the demand 
of Indo-Pak. It took ve years to bring everyone on board 
and nally a charter was signed. She further added that the 
articles in the charter are so general rather than specic and 
they are not time bound. Without binding or commitment to 
achieve certain goal in a certain timeframe, no progress will 
be achieved. Another challenge posed by SAARC article # 3 
is that any agreement will not be inconsistent with the 
bilateral and multi-lateral obligations of the member states. 
Moreover, there is no clause related to citizens committee 
which can play an intermediary role, articulating the agenda 
and evaluating the progress of SAARC. Another challenge is 
the nancial arrangements which are left to voluntary 
contributions by the member states. Most of the countries in 

SAARC are poor and nancial matter is an issue. As SAARC 
countries have to contribute voluntarily, hence many 
agreements, protocols and of trade bodies contained in 
SAARC are inefcient. 

She concluded by suggesting that despite the weakness in 
the articulation of rules, this forum can propose a citizens 
committee parallel to each SAARC structure. Expression of 
Interest (EOI) should be called out from each country to give 
obligatory input to all the technical committees of SAARC. 
In this way preference of people of SAARC will be included.  

Mr Karamat Ali said that involving civil society can play a 
vital role in ensuring regional integration as it will give voice 
of the common people to the SAARC. He said that citizens 
are restricted to talk on certain issues like defence, foreign 
policy and economic planning. Under such circumstance, 
people remain unbothered of the tragedy that impacts them. 
He quoted the example of the postponement of SAARC.  He 
warned that the suspension of SAARC would causes 
militarization in the members' states. He talked about the 
people of SAARC platform which is conducting a parallel 
conference. He said that if we the citizens of member states 
raise our voice, then the inclusion of civil society into 
SAARC is possible. 

He talked about the social charter that ensures portable 
social security offered to citizens of the member states 
meaning security facilities extended to member states. He 
also suggested that SAARC should take steps to eradicate 
the regional conicts among the member states. SAARC 
should have court of arbitration, and human rights court to 
avoid human right violations. Peace keeping force of 
SAARC should be made as Pakistan, India and Bangladesh 
are contributing heavily to the global peace keeping force. 

He also suggested that in order to overcome terrorism 
related issues, a mechanism should be made for the SAARC 
regional convention on separation of terrorism that was 
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rectied in 1987 by all member state. However, no 
mechanism has been devised so far.

During the question-answer session, Ms Marvi Memon said 
that geo strategic games are played by both Pakistan and 
India that is visible through the changing composition of 
SAARC as the US and China were given the status of 
observers. Similarly, Myanmar has also applied for the 
inclusion. India fears that Myanmar, China, Pakistan, Nepal 

and Sri Lanka will make an alliance within SAARC to 
dominate. On the other hand, Russia has also applied for an 
observer position due to the inclusion of America by India. 
According to her the interest of other countries in SAARC 
indicates that there is a silver lining for the member states. 
She said that being optimistic it can double up the efforts to 
multilateralism in the region and might help to overcome 
the bilateral bitterness in the way of regional cooperation.

Dr Shehryar Khan Toru started his presentation by giving an 
overview of public goods and service delivery, and the state 
of human development in Pakistan. Public goods, he said, 
are key determinants of human development, which deal 
with welfare of people, especially, the poor and include 
water and sanitation, education, universal health, roads, 

thenergy and so on. Pakistan is ranked 146  out of 187 
countries on the Human Development Index (HDI); and for 
the last several years, Pakistan has stayed at the same 
position, with 47% of the population lacking access to 
improved sanitation; and 35% population having no access 
to safe drinking water.  He pointed to weak governance 
(corruption, lack of accountability, transparency, efcient 
public services) as the primary reason of poor HD indicators. 
He also explained public goods from a political economy 
perspective and discussed that public services require the 
study of how politics, negatively or positively, affects their 

provision, especially in the context of a developing country. 
Dr Toru shared that “Existing studies on political economy 
of service delivery highlight that delivery of public goods 
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are highly political in nature, meaning political decisions, 
interests, institutions, legacies, socio-economic conditions, 
prior political interactions and incentives impinge upon 
resources allocations and service provision.”

He shared that his current work focuses on looking at why 
public services receive weak political commitment; and the 
factors which inuence the expected ofcial  performance of 
principal service providers. While in-depth interviews and 
Focus Group Discussions (FGDs) with politicians, 
bureaucrats, political experts, and citizens are yet to be 
conducted, his secondary review of literature explored four 
political dimensions of public delivery: 1. The logic behind 
excludability, that is, how political leaders divert resources 
or make political commitments towards sectors which offer 
greater political gains. For instance, water connections over 
sewerage disposal. 2. Information deciency wherein 
sectors such as education and health are highly specialised 
in nature and users are unable to judge their quality. Hence, 
citizens seldom hold political leaders accountable for their 
performance. 3. Political incentives revolve around visibility 
of “commitments”, in the physical sense. School 
constructions or infrastructure projects increase political 
leaders' stature rather than “resource allocations”. 4. 
Political attribution provides political leaders greater gains, 
for example, building more hospitals or generating 
employment instead of reducing “malnutrition”. 
Attribution problems occur due to “delays and time-
horizon”, he explained.

In terms of the micro-dynamics of service provision, he 
discussed that the provision of public services encounter 
problems related to “everyday governance”. These consist 
of informal social norms, kinship ties, political afliations 
and intermediation from diverse actors. “Ofcial rules 
should not be merely taken for granted as a “system of 
dened rights and obligations”. Instead, ofcial functions 
are also subject to “obligations and personal relationships”. 
For instance, “it is hard to imagine that an ofcial behind the 
desk only sees cases, and is supposed to have no feelings or 
compassion. Ofcials may apply selective rules or 
circumvent existing ones; depending on the situation”, he 
concluded.

The second presentation of the panel titled “Service Delivery 
in Public Policy: Narratives of Conict and Trust” was done 
by three speakers Ms Shirin Gul, Mr Saadat Ali, and Mr 
Adnan Sher. The rst speaker introduced the AAWAZ – 
Voice and Accountability Programme which strives to 
strengthen stable, inclusive and tolerant democracy in 
Pakistan by following the Voice and Accountability 
framework to bring women and socially excluded groups in 
leadership and decision making positions. The presented 
study under the programme explored whether  service 
delivery is linked to State legitimacy and improved State-

society relationships; how policy intervention in service 
delivery is interpreted by policy-makers at the Centre; and 
how policy interventions are understood by ofcials in the 
eld; and last but not least, how government policy and 
action is perceived by citizens. Using qualitative 
methodology, the study was conducted in Peshawar, Swat, 
and Kohat following a review of relevant documents, and 
through 12 FGDs with 150 men and women and 13 key 
informant interviews (KIIs) with government ofcials.

The study found that the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Government has brought together various policy 
documents and analysis into one document called the 
Integrated Development Strategy (IDS) 2013-17.  One of the 
priorities set by the IDS is, “Trust between citizens and state 
and peace-building with transparent and accountable 
governance”. Better policing, redistributive and pro-poor 
measures and local government are all elements of the 
strategy to achieve this priority.  The speakers shared that 
study respondents said that they consulted public ofcials 
regarding security, health and education issues; and that in 
all the three districts, respondents showed considerable 
willingness and need to approach Local Government (LG) 
institutions for their problems. However, the Social Welfare 
Department (SWD) seemed to be absent in terms of 
providing support or benets to people. The study found 
that in the heightened security situation, respondents have 
been approaching the police for providing information 
about their tenants, police clearance certicates, and 
registering complaints about lack of police patrolling. 

The research found visible difference among the 
respondents from the three districts regarding the level of 
satisfaction provided by the police, in particular. 
Respondents in all the three districts, however, showed their 
dissatisfaction with the LG due to its non-functionality. A 
positive learning through the study was that the Benazir 
Income Support Programme (BISP) beneciaries and 
provincial scheme beneciaries seemed to be the same. The 
IDS goals for pro-poor programming, however, remain 
elusive, the speakers stressed.  “The IDS emphasizes 
political will of the current government to push forward a 
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strong LG system. However, the results of that political will 
and commitment are yet to be seen,” one of the presenters 
informed the audience. Informal institutions like the Jirga 
were reported as the most referred institution for dispute 
resolution at the local level. 

The speakers pointed out that while citizen's trust is quite 
evident in their willingness to approach state institutions, 
“in the longer run, this will depend on the capacity and 
capability of the relevant institutions to deliver.” They 
stressed that the district staff of all departments being the 
front-line managers are not given adequate resources or 
support to be responsive to the citizens in their districts. “A 
further layer of complication is added by competing 
priorities given the presence of other military institutions 
and the political economy and hierarchy of state 
institutions,” it was said. In fact, the speakers indicated that 
there is a disconnect between civil administration and the 
polit ical  leadership while sett ing and pursuing 
development priorities and improving responsiveness. 

Giving his comments on the two presentations, Mr Zahid 
Hussain agreed that while public service delivery is crucial 
for effective governance, it remains every government's 
lowest priority, especially in health and education sectors. 
He briey discussed Operation Zarb-e-Azb and how the 
population in North West Waziristan had been internally 
displaced putting thousands of families, women and 
children in camps. Rapid and efcient rehabilitation of those 
displaced and helping them nd livelihoods again is 
important, he said. 

Giving his closing remarks, Senator Afrasiab Khattak said 

that the state system has limitations. Being part of budget 
consultations, he found that the social sector is considered 
least important. By ignoring the need for investment in 
human development, policy-makers have been guilty of 
preparing conditions conducive to the rise of extremism and 
terrorism, he indicated. 

“Collapse of the public education system and health services 
has had dire social consequences. The serious decline of our 
education system in particular has led to severe distortions 
and deformations in the human material being produced by 
Pakistani society”, Mr Khattak stressed. 

In the question-and-answer session, the panellists discussed 
that while military operations provided a welcome relief 
from terrorism, especially in the short run, multiple chain of 
commands are responding to the same problem as peace-
building is a shared responsibility among the police, civil 
administration and other military and security agencies. 

Dr Adam Pain gave the presentation titled “Afghanistan's 
'Surplus' Rural Population”. He said that agriculture can 

play a lead role in taking Afghanistan out of its crises as it can 
also create better conditions for industrial development 
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which can later form an urban economy. Unemployment is 
more than 25% and poverty is also very high in Afghanistan. 
He showed that 40-60% of households are landless and 40-
60% of the land is non-irrigated, adding that taking away 
land from people is closing the frontiers of agriculture, and 
elaborated that few have ownership of land and so there is a 
severe need to diversify the economy. 

Mr Richard Mallett discussed “Markets, Jobs and Youth in 
Uganda and Afghanistan” and how labour markets work in 
general ,  and for the youth in difcult  insecure 
environments, in particular. He said that just because 
someone is working, it does not automatically mean they are 
doing well. More than one-third of all Ugandans are 
classied as “working poor”, and that share is concentrated 
disproportionately among young people. Forms of labour 
that are precarious, underpaid and exploitative are 
common, SLRC's study in Uganda's second largest town 
Lira, found.  Mr Mallett said the study examined what the 
dynamics of young people's work looked like through a 
small-scale survey and in-depth interviews with several 
hundred young people. Of the young people surveyed, 
around half were below the Ugandan national poverty line. 
He informed the audience that several themes recur in the 
working lives of young people: low and irregular pay, 
insecure terms, with often transient and socially undesirable 
jobs. He pointed out that “working for someone else can 
expose young people to a range of exploitations, from the 
economic to the physical to the sexual. What also 
characterises life in these low-return corners of the labour 
markets is the degree to which young people appear to be 
stuck there. Not only are there not many viable alternatives, 
adverse incorporation, where individuals who are not faring 
well in the workplace are somehow prevented from moving 

onwards and upwards, is also rife.” 

The second study he discussed looked at young women's 
and men's experiences in Kabul's tailoring labour market, 
with a particular focus on: 1) how young women and men 
acquire skills and enter the urban labour market in the rst 
place, particularly in light of the highly gendered nature of 
boundaries between public and private space; 2) what the 
nature, terms and limits of their labour market participation 
look like; and 3) whether participation in that urban labour 
market is working for or against them (in terms of its effects 
on various dimensions of their wellbeing). Here it was found 
that the creation of good jobs and decent work in conict-
affected places is widely seen to generate not just better-off 
households, but also safer societies and more legitimate 
states. However, according to the speaker, “so much of the 
good jobs agenda is dominated by technical approaches 
more concerned with balancing out supply and demand 
than with serious analysis of the role of institutions, identity 
and power in mediating access to opportunities.”

Dr Paul Harvey shared the ndings of the SLRC panel 
survey related to livelihood. His study on 'Putting Down 
Roots? Conict, Livelihoods and Well Being in Five Conict 
Affected Situations' covered ve SLRC countries. He said 
that the reason for doing the panel survey was to explore 
livelihoods, basic services and social protection in conict-
affected situations. Dr Harvey explained that the survey 
collected data on access, services, livelihood and the people's 
perception and experience with the government at different 
levels. The same people who were interviewed in 2012 were 
then interviewed in 2015. With regard to food security, 
enormous variation was discovered with some people being 
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better off while the others were worse off while situation of 
others remained unchanged.  He explained that the overall 
security situation had improved within Pakistan. Conict 
was not the only challenge that people had to deal with but 
that they also faced drought, oods and individual health 
shocks.

 He said that there is continuous struggle for food and 
security even in places where there is peace for the last three 
year. In his concluding remarks, Dr Harvey proposed that 
one needs to plan for volatility and that the aid agencies need 
to target the most vulnerable.

Mr Ejaz Haider shared that the current scenario in 
Afghanistan is a mirror image of human evolution. He said 

that the hunter gatherers were happy and enjoyed a variety 
of food, but after the agricultural revolution, there was focus 
on a few crops only and the variety was gone. Similarly, the 
outer world has intervened in Afghanistan and tried to 
engineer its own system irrespective of Afghan history and 
social structure. He said that on the basis of his experiences 
and given the history of Afghanistan, he has concluded that 
whenever Kabul imposes something on Afghanistan, it is 
declared null and void by the rest of the country. Further, he 
added that there is no change in Afghanistan except a small 
digital generation that exists in Kabul only. Migration like 

ththe one during the 19  century in Europe is not an option for 
Afghanis since the current security situation of the world 
does not allow it. 

In her introductory presentation, Dr Elizabeth Carabine 
gave a background of the programme Pathways to 
Resilience in Semi-Arid Economies (PRISE) under which the 
project 'Value Chain Analysis for Resilience in Drylands 
(VC-ARID): Adaptation Options in Key Sectors' is being 
carried out. The project looks at cotton and beef value chains 

which are the prime sectors in the semi-arid regions of the 
target countries. In Pakistan and Burkina Faso, cotton value 
chains have been analysed. She informed the audience that 
the project is divided into three phases, including: (i) 
mapping out the value chain; (ii) assessing climate risk at 
each level of the value chain; and (iii) identifying adaptation 
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and private sector investment options for climate resilient 
value chain transformation. Through a pictorial map, Dr 
Carabine showed the cotton value chains for Burkina Faso 
and Pakistan and highlighted the commonalities and 
differences. She pointed out that the value chain of Pakistan 
is much more complex than that of Burkina Faso, which only 
involves three national level companies that dominate the 
price. In both the value chains, it was observed that there is a 
disconnection between the producers and the national and 
international markets. Lack of advanced processing in the 
value chains and limited infrastructure and nancial 
services are other factors that need to be considered. 

Carrying the discussion further, Dr Fahad Saeed touched 
upon the impacts of climate change on cotton value chains 
through insights from climate change scenarios for the case 
of Pakistan. He stated that direct impacts of climate change 
are more evident on the production of cotton, while they are 
less pronounced at the higher ends of the value chain.  He 
said that climate change scenarios show that till 2035, cotton 
yield will decline in northern Punjab, but in southern areas 
of Sindh and Punjab, the cotton yield may improve. 
Afterwards, more and more decline in cotton production 
throughout Pakistan till the end of the century is likely, he 
warned. In response to a question by the audience, Dr Fahad 
explained that for climate change scenarios, he only used 
data for change in temperatures. Impacts of extreme events 
such as oods were not included in the scenarios. 

Mr Sebastian Gollnow discussed climate change risks for 
cotton farmers in Pakistan and threw light upon the 
adaptation options available to farmers in his presentation 
titled “Climate Change Risks in the Cotton Value Chain - 
Seed Cotton Production”. He carried out a multi-stage farm 
survey in Faisalabad and D. G. Khan. Preliminary ndings 

show that women are an integral part of the value chain at 
the production phase. Most of the sowing and almost all the 
harvesting is done by them. Results showed that out of a 
sample of 400 farmers, about one fourth did not receive any 
disaster warning during the 2010 oods. In particular, 
landless farmers do not receive any weather-related updates 
and most of the information available comes from friends 
and family rather than from formal sources. Floods in most 
cases led to total crop loss. Other distinct climate impacts 
include pest attacks, heat stress and change in monsoon 
patterns. These led to partial loss or loss in quality of cotton 
production. Among the adaptation options, the most 
common was switching to other kharif crop production (such 
as sugar cane or rice) and use of other seed varieties. 
However, a switch to other crops would mean less cotton 
available for processing, he said. For building the resilience 
of farmers, Mr Gollnow suggested that high quality seeds 
resistant to weather shocks should be used. Furthermore, 
trainings and agricultural extensions need to be provided to 
the farmers, irrigation infrastructure needs to be upgraded 
and access to weather forecasting and nancial services need 
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to be improved. 

Ms Samavia Batool shared ndings from the assessment of 
climate impacts on industrialists in Pakistan. Results of Key 
Informant Interviews carried out with industry-owners 
show that despite being aware of climate change impacts, 
the private sector is less concerned about the risks since they 
are less pronounced at the industrial stage. However, 
indirect impacts of climate change observed at this stage 
include, competitive risk as shortage of raw cotton is met 
through more expensive imports; reputational risk due to 
reduction in number of outputs produced for the 
international market; and revenue risk as a number of rms 
have closed down due various reasons including climate 
change factors. Firms in the informal sector and SMEs are 
much more vulnerable as compared to large industries.  
Moreover, climate change has also impacted the quantity 
and quality of cotton available to the industrialists. In 
retrospect, longer summers due to climate change have also 
introduced opportunities for industrialists as they have 
started launching mid-summer cloth varieties and have 
broadened their markets. She said that the textile industry is 
much more resilient to climate risks than the cotton 
producers. However, costs associated with adaptation 
hinder manufacturers from engaging in adaptation. “They 
are reluctant and expect the government sector to invest. 
They want public-private partnerships for supporting 
adaptation initiatives,” she informed. The study is still on-
going and would be including exporters, agricultural input 
providers, support markets, agriculture banks etc. to 
understand the complete value chain. 

Dr Issiaka Sombie explored the cotton value chain in 
Burkina Faso and discussed how climate change has 
impacted it. In Burkina Faso, there are three cotton zones 
which are dominated by three national cotton companies. 
The major supplier of cotton is the Sotex zone which 
supplies about 80% of the cotton and is well-watered. Major 
climatic risks on cotton production in Burkina Faso include 
soil degradation, water and wind erosion, irregular rainy 
season which increases the chance of pest attacks. “The 

result is loss of crop production and poor quality cotton. 
Farmers often have to sell their production at a lower price 
resulting in reduced revenue. Energy costs also rise due to 
higher temperatures”, he informed. The research has yet to 
examine the adaptation options adopted by farmers. 

While giving his comments, Dr Khalid Abdullah explained 
that Pakistan is one of the few countries where a complete 
VC exists right from production to value added products. 
He agreed that the most vulnerable link is the cotton growers 
and in Pakistan more than 60% of farmers are small cotton 
growers, with women playing a major role in cotton sowing 
and picking. Dr Abdullah stated that there is a need lot of 
coordination at the policy and institutional level, and 
highlighted the need to mobilise the community regarding 
climate risk awareness.

The Chair of the session, Mr Hasan Iqbal, Secretary, 
Ministry of Textile Industry, Government of Pakistan 
highlighted the importance of cotton for Pakistan's economy 
as 55-60% of exports depend on it. He stressed the need to 
create early warning system, good technologies, good seeds, 
and pest control systems.  Furthermore, he stated that the 
research ndings must be disseminated to the farmers at the 
community level. 

Session co-chair, MNA Ms Romina Khurshid, commented 
that the presence of the Ministry of Textile at the panel 
reected the Government's seriousness towards the issue. 
On behalf of the Standing Committee of the Textile 
Committee in National Assembly, she encouraged engaging 
the grass-root level stakeholders in the process. She 
highlighted the need to bridge the gap between the value 
chain players and the policy-makers. Furthermore, she 
suggested that in order to promote innovation in textile 
production, university students should be engaged in 
factories who can introduce research-based initiatives. She 
offered to take up the recommendations of the PRISE project 
at the policy level. 



42 Research & News Bulletin

This panel aimed to discuss key political and economic 

challenges faced by Pakistan and the region in expansion of 

trade within Central Asia, the South Asian Association for 

Regional Cooperation (SAARC) organisation and Economic 

Cooperation Organisation (ECO) member countries. 

Dr Vaqar Ahmed began the session by identifying economic 

and political challenges being faced by the countries in this 

region. In the context of trade relations, he highlighted the 

role of think tanks in bringing in the cross border investment 

and connectivity. With these introductory remarks, he gave 

the oor to the speakers.

Mr Majyd Aziz started his discussion by highlighting the 

track record of Pakistan in different regional and bilateral 

agreements by saying that Pakistan has yet to take benet 

from these agreements. These agreements have both 

political, economic and territorial importance in its own 

context. While stressing on regional trade and linkages, he 

stated that being powerful tools and channels of trade these 

groups are viable for everyone and is one of the keys to 

survive for each country. This is why countries need to 

export and import. Further adding to this Mr. Aziz stated 

that these organizations play viable role in regionalism and 

due benet is what each country including Pakistan should 

take from it. Pakistan and India were inducted as members 

of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) where in 

one of the Summits in 2000, it was agreed to oppose 

interventions in each other's countries. Despite the presence 

of China and Russia, both Indo-Pak border situation is very 

much hostile and aggressive. Sadly, Mr. Aziz further stated 

that there has been no counselling, mediation, or reprimand 

from the SCO headquarter.

Highlighting the trade part, Mr. Majyd Aziz said that  

SAARC had been expected to play a viable role from both 

political and economic side which sadly was found missing. 

This missing link might have brought in a positive and 
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friendly armosphere in the region particulary between 

Pakistan and India. He also said that SAFTA and SAPTA, 

which were one of the achievements of SAARC, are also on 

the back foot and Pakistan has failed to get benet from both 

these agreements. Mr Aziz pointed at the lack of political 

will which has damaged Pakistan's cause. This lack of 

political will hurt the cause further as in 2001 there came into 

existence another regional body on economics of which 

Pakistan is not a part. 

Further commenting on the Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) 

and Preferential Trade Agreements (PTAs) with countries 

like Sri Lanka, China, Malaysia, Iran, Indonesia and 

Mauritius, he said that that these agreements have been a 

boon for importers and no major benets had been taken 

from any of such agreements. On the trade policy 

framework which was announced by the Government of 

Pakistan in 2015 for the period 2015-18, he was of the view 

that there are a number of steps taken in this regard through 

multilateral, bilateral and regional ways. To implement and 

achieve something out of these policies, Mr Aziz 

recommended to work on resolving conicts and to navigate 

through turbulent waters to achieve relative success. He also 

stressed on the need to work on conicts between Pakistan 

and Afghanistan and work is also required to remove 

different hurdles which are presently hurting the transit 

t rade agreements .  Highl ight ing the  Transports 

Internationaux Routiers (TIR) Convention, Mr Aziz told the 

audience that Pakistan is on the course of implementing it 

but on the opposite side, the proposed land port authority is 

just on papers and no concrete steps are there to be reported. 

While highlighting the sufferings mostly to exporters in the 

form of non-payment of export refunds, misuse of export 

development funds, infrastructure shortages, outdated 

regressive laws, rules and regulations, and other 

facilitations due to which Pakistan is way behind in 

comparison to its competitors, Mr Aziz recommended that 

in light of the Brexit concept, Pakistan should get itself 

suspended from SAARC for a minimal period of two years 

and should focus on Central Asia as a major trade hub. The 

key countries on which Pakistan should concentrate for 

connectivity in the long term should include China, Russia, 

Iran, Afghanistan other than Central Asian region.

Mr Haroon Sharif began his discussion by pointing out the 

low growth in this region which hurt the cause and has been 

a problem for many in this region. He said that in order to 

realize this growth we need to be realistic in our approach 

towards it. Mr Sharif further pointed out that there are 

massive political shifts taking place in the region in the 

context of trade and even before Brexit effect, Trump effect 

was one of the important things which made people think 

differently with regard to the problems. While further 

highlighting the role of international banks in the region, he 

pointed out that there is a large pool of fund available with 

the emergence of new banks in China. This new fund further 

strengthens the availability of funds and infrastructure in 

this region. Highlighting the role of CPEC, relationships 

between Pakistan-Afghanistan, Central Asian states and 

different agreements, he said that if a country in this region 

wants to grow, there is a need for energy connectivity. In this 

regard, he highlighted the importance of projects like TAPI 

(Tajikistan, Afghanistan, Pakistan and India) as one of the 

driving forces on which the West is focusing as well. He 

recommended that Pakistan needs to promote the 

leadership role and should work on this connectivity in 

South Asia. He also recommended that Pakistan should rise 

above the traditional political norms. He discussed the good 

connectivity of market from Kabul to the markets of Dhaka. 

Mr. Sharif said that projects like CASA-1000 and TAPI need 

to be insulated from political minds and there is also a need 

for leadership role which is not mandatory for World Bank 
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to work on. He stated that such plans should be executed by 

the government with a special focus on foreign 

relationships. He also recommended that there is a need to 

work on the visa policies along with the knowledge based 

investments, i.e. investing in think tanks, which are key to 

success.

H.E. Omer Zakhilwal began his discussion highlighting the 

connectivity and opportunity to share. Dening the region, 

he stated that there is diversication within the region and as 

far as Central Asian region is concerned, there is a huge 

amount and cache of natural resources along with energy . 

Further he stated that Pakistan with its location within the 

region can play a viable. He also mentioned the population 

growth as one of the important factors. On the importance of 

regional connectivity, Mr Zakhilwal said that it is important 

for stability and peace within the region. This stability and 

peace can be promoted in this region by trade as one of the 

key factors as it is being found missing. He said that majority 

of the trade by countries in this region is outside and not 

within. He also mentioned that Pakistan being viable due to 

its geographic location is key for Central Asia connectivity. 

He recommended that there is a need for economy centric 

policies in place of security centric policies which are 

currently being practiced by countries across the region. He 

also recommended that there is a need for peace which 

should be pursued for the long term gain for all the 

countries. Mr Zakhilwal also recommended that more work 

is required for stability in this region without taking into the 

consideration the blame game. He proposed that there is a 

need for isolation of economics from politics. Mr Zakhilwal 

also recommended that there is a need for productivity 

enhancement in the region which will help in rise of trade 

balance and this itself will help in increase of exports in this 

region particularly for Pakistan and Afghanistan. Mr. 

Zakhilwal also stressed on the importance of investment in 

connectivity as one of the important parts of the agenda. 

Ambassador Fauzia Nasreen started her talk by taking into 

consideration the political environment. She said that so far 

in this region and particularly in South Asia, the political 

environment is not in favour of trade. While talking about 

SAARC, she said that our attempt should be to strengthen 

the institute and its mechanism. On the role of India, she 

commented that as India is inuencing the role of others in 

this region, it creates a bad impression. Highlighting the two 

important aspects, Ms Nasreen said that there is a need for 

linkage of economic development within the region along 

with establishment of different agreements which will 

enable enhanced trade and transit in this region. She further 

highlighted the role of Small and Medium Enterprises 

(SMEs), trade, and commerce which can be visible with the 

simplifying of customs procedure. She pointed further that 

SAFTA did not play a viable role and its fruits were not 

achieved in this regard. Ms Nasreen further recommended 

that there is a need for industrial zones which will help and 

benet in the creation of right jobs at the right time.

Mr Guntur Sugiyatro began his talk by highlighting the key 

issues related to economic integration and connectivity in 

this region. During his discussion he highlighted various 

issues related to energy where Pakistan is far behind as far as 

connectivity is concerned. He also highlighted the 

importance of focusing on infrastructure in terms of 

connectivity. Mr Sugiyatro recommended that trade can be 

enhanced once work has been done on the infrastructure 

and this trade will enable sustainability and peace in this 

region. He also highlighted the importance of taxation in this 

region for economic activities. He pointed out that in 

Pakistan, tax GDP ratio is very low which again hinders 

activities.    
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Mr Jamal Janjua highlighted the perceptions and attitudes 
of lawyers and judges towards their colleagues from 
minority communities from his study titled “Discrimination 
in the Legal Profession - Attitudes and Perceptions of 
Minorities and the Majority”. In addition, he addressed the 
related issue of the impact that discriminatory constitutional 
and legal frameworks have had on society. “The aim”, he 
said, was “not to assess the overall discriminatory mindset 
that prevails in the country, but merely to look at how it is 
reected in the legal profession.” The study was undertaken 
in Multan, Lahore, Rawalpindi, and Peshawar and 12 Focus 
Group Discussions and 40 Key Informant Interviews were 
conducted. 

He gave specic recommendations for the government, 
judiciary and bar about issues faced by practicing minority 
lawyers and judges who feel they are being discriminated 
against by the majority. He said that the State needs to adopt 
long-term policies and show sustained commitment to 
counter existing narratives and biases. “Changes need to be 
made in school curricula, as well as implementation of hate 
speech laws, and the State needs to end lending support to 

militant and Islamist groups. Moreover, it should amend 
provisions in the constitution that either directly or 
indirectly pave the way for discrimination against 
minorities,” he urged.

Mr Shaqaib Arslan Lilla presented his study “Qualied 
Equality Forms of Discrimination”. The study through 
various interviews and eld work provides an exhaustive 
list of the legal framework and policies which form the basis 
of discrimination and injustice in Pakistan. He looked at 
different rules and regulations passed by the Parliament and 
Executive which, although not discriminatory in their 
language, have been the basis of indirect forms of 
discrimination against the marginalised sections of society. 
Mr Lilla said that “indirect discrimination is very hard to 
dene and proves equally difcult to pinpoint in the overall 
legal framework and policy guidelines being implemented 
by the pillars of the state.” However, his eld work indicated 
that the State “suffers from lethargy, executive excesses and 
general disregard for the protection of constitutional rights 
of minorities.”  According to him, the State has also failed to 
implement various well intentioned and progressive 
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judgments of the Supreme Court. He stressed that the “need 
is not just to implement those changes, but also change the 
overall policy of the State in protecting and implementing 
the enshrined constitutional rights of the minorities in this 
country.”

Mr Zain Mansoor highlighted the absence of any national 
law for the Hindu and Christian communities, including 
laws on marriage and property. The allocated quota for the 
minorities is also not considered in the job market, he said. 
Until recently all laws regulating the private lives of 
minorities were from the British Era. Only recently 
initiatives have been taken to rectify this situation and pass 
new laws. Till 2015, there was no law about Hindu marriages 
or divorce. He said there is no federal law on the subject, and 
the Sindh Hindu Marriage Act 2016 is heavily criticised as it 
only deals with registration of marriages and contains 
nothing with regards to other facets of marriage or matters of 
divorce.

Chair of the session Advocate Majid Bashir from the 
Supreme Court of Pakistan said that Pakistan has ratied 
seven of the nine human rights conventions; however, there 

is lack of effective implementation by the Government. 
“There is also lack of training and awareness among the key 
policy actors which is a clear negation of the Constitution of 
the country”, he lamented.

Dr Nathalene Reynolds and Mr Shafqat Munir while giving 
their comments stressed that it is the mindsets of the people 
which is the root cause of discrimination against minorities. 
Both agreed that it is the narrow mindedness of a handful of 
Muslim community members which leads to the 
exploitation of minorities' rights.

During the question-and-answer session, it was pointed out 
that minority members are nominated in the national 
parliament and provincial assemblies, but that these do not 
have any particular reason to work for their community as 
they are not directly elected and so not answerable to them. 
It was suggested that the nomination process of these 
representatives should be changed. While there is a 5% 
quota in public sector organisations for minorities both at 
provincial and federal levels since 2009 (in addition to being 
appointed on merit), one audience member pointed out that 
many departments do not even have concrete data with 
regards to how many minority people have been employed 
since this regulation; and quota is not always respected in 
departments. 

The panel concluded with the recommendations to 
introduce an umbrella subject of Religious Studies instead of 
Islamic Studies in academic institutions to promote 
interfaith harmony; establish an equal opportunities 
commission and a minority's council as recommended by 
the Supreme Court; promulgate a national law against 
forced conversions; amend the discriminatory laws and 
reforms in the private laws of minorities; and ensure the 
enforcement of the relevant policy directives regarding 
reservation of quotas for minorities in all services, amongst 
others. 
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The panel tried to explore how markets work in conditions 
of conict, and how they recover in order to provide an 
integrated and comprehensive understanding of access to 
markets in fragile and conict-affected environments. 
Guilia Minoia gave a presentation on “Networks of Access 
in Afghan Rural Commodity Markets”. 

Giving an overview of the research, she said that within 
Afghanistan's agricultural economy, there are many 
obstacles that crosscut social, economic, and political 
trajectories to keep rural livelihoods constrained. “The 
research aimed to shift the focus from a simplistic and 
idealised examination of value chains and market analysis 
and shed light on how rural markets really function,” she 
explained. Of the four case studies on rural and urban 
markets currently underway in Afghanistan, she focused on 
onion and saffron trade. Data collection was carried out in 
Nangarhar and Peshawar in December 2013 in which in-
depth interviews were held with 56 traders and farmers, 14 
more interviews were held with traders and farmers in 
February 2014 about onions as an alternative to opium 
poppy; crop diversication and availability of water 

sources; income and local credit systems; trading volumes; 
and margins between the Jalalabad and Peshawar markets; 
and power relations. Dr Minoia shared that there are a 
number of informal systems that govern the rural onion 
market in Nangarhar. The most prominent of these are social 
networks that determine trade relationships and access to 
informal credit schemes, and in Jalalabad, powerful local 
traders who have formed associations and are highly 
connected politically. “Inuential big traders have a huge 
impact on the onion trade's economic landscape as they set 
local prices for traders, control access to market information, 
and actively quell income opportunities for farmers and 
small traders by stockpiling goods and regulating cash 
exchange. Sociopolitical connections are profoundly 
important as the market functions on relationships of trust, 
with no initial or upfront cash exchange,” she said. 
Economic relationships are deeply enmeshed in broader 
networks of ethnic, linguistic, and social commonalities. 
This is especially true for traders with past migratory 
connections to Pakistan. Not surprisingly, this means that 
the market is heavily socially regulated, which can have 
exclusionary effects for those lower down the production 
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chain.

Moving on to saffron, she explained how donors and the 
government have promoted saffron in Afghanistan as a legal 
alternative to the cultivation of opium poppy, both as a 
commodity that ts with a market-led approach to the 
country's agricultural sector and as a crop that can enhance 
women's participation in economic activities and their 
productive role outside the household. Drawing on 
qualitative interviews in three saffron-growing districts of 
Herat, she and her team found that, though farmers report 
that the returns per unit area for growing saffron exceed 
those of opium poppy, the limited scale of production 
despite more than a decade of promotion makes it more of a 
niche crop. Moreover, saffron is semi-perennial with high 
capital investment costs and returns that are only signicant 
from the second year onwards. “It is more likely, therefore, 
to be grown by farmers who can easily meet their 
subsistence requirements, and who have sufcient land area 
or other sources of income to handle the risk of investment,” 
she said. But, her research found that those who grow it have 
gained considerable benet; and tend to be male farmers 
with larger landholdings. “There are also examples of 
women who have gained a foothold in production through 
land inheritance or access to land through relations or 
leasing”, Dr Minoia remarked. The formation of associations 
has been a key intervention to promote saffron cultivation, 
but these address only the organisation of production. 
Support for credit, inputs and post-production activities has 
been limited. “Saffron has been promoted because of its 
potential to generate employment, particularly for women; 
around 5,000 women and children are hired every saffron 
harvesting season to clean and process saffron owers. This 
work is generally piece rate and signicantly lower paid 
than comparable work by men, and usually takes place in 
spaces designated for women”, she informed. A common 
justication for the use of women is that they can be paid 
less. The speaker concluded that given the patriarchal 
structures of Afghanistan's rural economy, even in the more 
liberal environment of Herat, it is difcult to see the changes, 
at least in the short term, as signicant: “Saffron is not going 
to achieve the scale needed to drive the transformation of the 
rural economy that is expected of it. It would appear from 
the evidence that, while saffron offers benet to some, the 
structure of its market and the way it is currently regulated 
limits wider benets, and poor people and women face 
considerable structural constraints in gaining signicant 
returns from it,” she determined.

Ms Irina Mosel discussed her work on “Markets in Crisis in 
Pakistan, Mali and South Sudan”. She gave brief context of 
the conict and humanitarian crisis in Mali and South 
Sudan. She said that humanitarian agencies routinely 
conduct market analyses to inform decisions around 

transfer modality – cash, voucher or in-kind – with a strong 
emphasis on the availability and price of key commodities. 
“However, in the last few years humanitarian organisations 
have expanded their scope to incorporate supply chain 
analysis, value chain analysis and pre-crisis market 
mapping in an effort to strengthen their understanding of 
how markets function more broadly”, she explained. This 
study asked whether a more sociological perspective can 
highlight changes and issues not captured by current 
approaches to market analysis, and what this might mean 
for humanitarian response. It explored the impact of the 
conict in Mali on markets in the north of the country; and 
building on previous work by Oxfam and partners, in 
particular an Emergency Market Mapping and Analysis 
(EMMA) assessment, it aimed to develop an in-depth 
understanding of markets in Juba, and how they were 
affected by the crisis. In Mali, eldwork was conducted in 
Gao and Mopti region where 100 interviews with small, 
medium and large traders in millet and cattle, cattle owners, 
cattle herders, internally displaced people (IDPs) and host 
families were conducted.  She said that ndings argue for a 
proactive approach that goes beyond analysing the state of 
markets in a crisis – essentially whether they are functioning 
or not, without trying to understand the reasons why – to 
analysing what has changed, why and what the implications 
are for vulnerable households. More specically, she said 
that “this would enable humanitarian organisations to 
identify entry-points for market-based programming. In 
Mali, potential entry-points included the broken credit 
chain, the lack of cash ow for traders and the low 
purchasing power of communities.”

The South Sudan study showed that supporting markets in 
war environments demands sophisticated analysis by 
humanitarian actors. “In South Sudan, where markets are 
heavily skewed towards imports and trade is rmly in the 
hands of foreign nationals, supporting markets and the 
private sector may challenge conventional assumptions 
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about who these 'private sector actors' are, and how this 
could best be done”, she stressed. Many traders in South 
Sudan are not in the country for the long term, but come only 
to make quick prots and do not invest in permanent 
facilities. Successful local traders may be present for the long 
haul, but are linked to corrupt networks and the war 
economy and are often more interested in making quick 
prots on the currency trade than bringing goods into the 
country that would benet people. She opined that “this 
suggests that humanitarians need to analyse more closely 
what kind of market or private sector actors they are 
supporting in war environments, and for what purpose.”
In Pakistan, the case study looked at how the oods 
impacted markets in Sindh province, the subsequent impact 
on people's resilience and extent to which aid efforts 
supported recovery. Ms Morsel said that after the 2010 
oods in Pakistan, supplies dried up and prices spiked. 
Businesses were forced to close and even those that survived 
had to contend with breakdowns in trust, which made it 
more difcult to secure credit. In response to the disaster, 
NGOs injected large amounts of money into local 
economies, but the impacts were not uniformly positive. For 
example, agencies drove up the prices of construction 
materials, through buying large quantities of materials to 
build shelters. The speaker noted that “some of these 
challenges could have been mitigated with better pre-crisis 
preparedness and post-crisis understanding of markets and 
businesses.” Measures could also include supporting 
businesses to ensure continuity during disasters by making 
simple improvements in facilities or by helping to 
strengthen relationships and trust between producers, 
suppliers and traders. Establishing or supporting nancial 
transaction systems that make credit more easily available 
during a crisis, especially for small traders is also important, 
she stressed. “Aid agencies should look at payment systems 
that require less paperwork, especially for smaller traders, 
and that allow payments to reach traders more quickly, 
minimising the need for middlemen. Better information to 
help link supply and demand more effectively during 
disasters is another key element, as well as ensuring that 
scarcity during the relief and recovery phases does not result 
in shortages or price spikes,” she concluded.

Dr Foqia Sadiq Khan explored “Inter-Generational 
Hereditary Entrepreneurship: Family and Caste Capitalism 
in the Textiles Sector in Pakistan”. The study applied the 
concept of caste capitalism to Pakistan's textiles sector and 
made an attempt to link it to the rule of law debate, based on 
textile manufacturers' narration of their family stories and 
perceptions. Discussing her methodology briey, she said 
that although, she looked at four case studies, they were 
chosen from a pool of 40, developed through 64 key 
informant interviews of the textile manufacturers, 
representatives of textiles' association, employees and 

stakeholders. Dr Khan found that the textiles sector is 
dominated by family and caste capitalism; and that social 
institutions play a preponderant role in accumulation. Just 
like Marwaris in India, two trading castes Memons and 
Chiniotis have dominated the textiles manufacturing since 
Pakistan's creation. “Caste capitalism has been at work in 
Pakistan's textiles sector for over sixty years and it has strong 
similarity with the way fraternal or guanxi (connections) 
capitalism has worked in other parts of the developing 
world. The politics of state patronage has cast its long 
shadow over contestation by these two particular castes – 
Memons and Chiniotis - in the textiles sector,” she 
explained. Other than their historical specicity, one of the 
key reasons that these two castes dominate the textiles sector 
in Pakistan is “the weak rule of law in the country. When the 
rule of law is weak, there is greater likelihood of the relations 
of accumulation being even more rmly entrenched and 
embedded in social institutions such as caste and family,” 
her study concluded. 

Dr Abid Q Suleri gave a brief overview of SDPI's research 
titled “Recovering from War and Living in Hope: Fruit and 
Vegetable Markets in Pakistan's Swat Valley”. He shared 
that the Swat Valley in Pakistan is an important producer of 
fruit and vegetables. During the years 2007-09, activities 
were heavily compromised: Taliban militants captured the 
valley in 2007 and there was subsequently a series of erce 
army operations against them. The Valley was also hit 
several times by severe oods. The study analysed the 
impact of conict (occupation by the militants and the 
military operation) on fruit and vegetable supply chains, 
with a focus on impacts on livelihoods and the recovery of 
markets. Two of the important ndings of this study 
included change in produce: farmers are replacing apples 
with peaches and crops (particularly rice) with vegetables, 
partly because of interventions by aid agencies in the form of 
seeds and nurseries and partly because of increased linkages 
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with the down-country. The second nding was reported 
only in the vegetable sector and related to competition with 
imports, especially from India. “The shift from subsistence 
to cash crops (vegetables) and vegetables to fruit and fruit to 
other varieties of fruit indicates a general level of discontent 
with existing cropping patterns. Farmers hope for a greater 
prot margin by changing their specialty, which is both an 
opportunity and a challenge for them,” he said. 

Dr Suleri also shared that the cost of doing business has gone 
up considerably in the post-conict scenario, mainly 
because most people (except transporters who have their 
vehicles) have had to start from scratch. Like the earlier 
speakers' ndings, SDPI's work also found that a notable 
strategy in post-conict rehabilitation is actors' use of social 
contacts and linkages in rehabilitation efforts. IDPs 
established contacts in down-country markets while they 
were in camps between April and September 2009. They 
used these contacts post-conict to market their produce. 

“During wartime, social linkages became more important.” 
Dr Suleri concluded that although the conict was 
enormously disruptive, with large numbers of people 
displaced and essentially one agricultural harvest being lost, 
causing substantial difculties for farmers and traders, 
recovery has been fairly rapid, with farmers able to re-
establish production and traders, commission agents and 
transporters able to re-establish marketing networks. “The 
role of external assistance (aid agencies or government) 
seems to have been helpful, in the sense that livelihood 
interventions in the form of the provision of seeds, fertilizers 
and trainings have brought direct and indirect impacts. A 
few input distributions have been directly helpful to those 
who received them but there have also been many indirect 
benets. One main impetus appears to have been improved 
security and the entrepreneurial spirit of the local 
population in terms of returning and re-establishing their 
livelihoods,” he stressed.

The session focused on three topics: the impact of 
anthropogenic activities on earthquake occurrences, the 
political economy of ood risk management, and Disaster 
Risk Reduction (DRR).

Ms Zainab Naeem presented an assessment on the major 

anthropogenic factors affecting pore pressure of the rocks 
inside the Earth's crust which determines the frequency of 
earthquakes and is responsible for causing seismic events. 
These anthropogenic factors include construction of dams, 
hydraulic fracking, carbon sequestration, and radiations 
from certain technologies such as the United States' High 
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Frequency Active Auroral Research Program (HAARP) 
which is now being used for research purposes. She said that 
during her desk review she found that high temperature 
caused by global warming is affecting the earth's pore 
pressure and can also trigger earthquakes. The effects of 
these factors were discussed based on secondary data on 
different parts of the world where earthquakes were 
triggered such as USA, Pakistan and India. 

Following Ms Naeem, Dr Imran Khalid gave a presentation 
on “Flood Risk Management in a Changing Climate: Policy 
Avenues for Pakistan” based on a research conducted under 
the Pathways to Resilience in Semi-Arid Economies (PRISE) 
project. The study examined the role political economy 
considerations play in determining water governance 
responses to ood risk in Pakistan. It looked at two districts 
in the Punjab province, Dera Ghazi Khan and Jhang, and 
analysed the impact recent ood events had on the 
communities. Moreover, it studied the role of various 
institutions at the federal, provincial and district levels in 
terms of responding to extreme events.  Dr Khalid said that 
past experiences from oods show that political and 
economic decisions taken during times of crisis often 
aggravated the situation during climate disasters. “Such 
decisions are often based upon existing power structures 
and tend to accentuate extraordinary risks in ood-affected 
areas. Thus, applying a political economy lens helps us 
understand the underlying power structures that inuence 
decision making in the water sector, especially during times 
of crisis, such as a ood or drought,” he shared. He hoped 
that the ndings of the study would be helpful in 
identifying, highlighting and harmonising measures for 
effective ood risk management in the country.

Mr Salman Danish discussed his study titled “Self-help 
Resilience and Disaster Risk Reduction Model: The Case of 
Village Tibba Malhanas, Muzaffargarh District in Pakistan”. 
His research explored the extent to which the 2010 oods 

affected the development of the community, how resilient 
the communities were against disasters when the oods hit, 
what measures were taken by both Government and Non-
Government actors and the community itself towards 
enhancing oods resilience. He gave an overview of the 
ooding problems in Pakistan and the history of ood 
damage, including provincial breakdown of damage 
caused. Using focus group discussions and key informant 
interviews, his study focused on district Muzaffargarh in 
Southern part of Punjab province and analysed a 
Community Based Disaster Management (CBDM) model 
based on which a community living in village Tibba 
Malhanas was trained. According to an interviewed District 
Disaster Management Authority (DDMA) ofcial from 
Muzaffargarh, reduction of losses in the 2014 oods as 
compared to the 2010 oods was directly due to the 
measures taken in Muzaffargarh to build resilience and 
preparedness of the communities and infrastructure by the 
DDMA and the Government of Punjab in collaboration with 
other humanitarian actors including UN and donor 
agencies, international and national NGOs and local 
community based organisations (CBOs). Mr Danish 
explained that these actors helped establish local early 
warning mechanism and networks among the communities. 
The DDMA Muzaffargarh came up with the District 
Disaster Management Plan (DDMP) for 2016 which, among 
other things, details the roles of and coordination 
mechanisms between various sectors' lead agencies, the 
military, NGOs and volunteers. On the non-government 
side, the Doaba Foundation has been actively involved in 
relief and rebuilding efforts since the 2010 oods hit parts of 
Southern districts of Punjab along with a goal of developing 
resilience of the affected communities by training them to 
have warning of imminent hazards in advance and be 
prepared for such disasters. He provided details of the DF 
project and shared the community efforts to strengthen their 
self-help capacities and responsiveness to disaster 
preparedness and prevention. Mr Danish's research found 
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that together these various efforts have led to improved 
infrastructure for resilience in seed preservation, and 
storage of animal fodder; and that “amid solid commitments 
expressed in the United Nations Revised Plan of Action on 
DRR for Resilience (2016) from the global community and 
Pakistan's national humanitarian architecture and the 
National Disaster Management Plan 2012 on building 
resilience of community, these commitments seem 
functional at the local levels and communities are being 
taken on board through extensive programmes and 
investment on Community Based Disaster  Risk 
Management (CBDRM) to train them to build their 
resilience”. He informed that the reections of the 
community regarding the post-2010 ood efforts 
undertaken by the Government and non-government 
agencies indicate that the efforts have largely been 
successful and effective as the communities when trained 
were able to cope with pre, during and post oods situations 
and protect their assets as well. He opined that this model is 
t to be replicated among other vulnerable communities, 
and the Government should pick such best practices as case 
studies and replicate them in other areas with an 
appropriate funding under respective disaster management 
plans.

Dr Bina A.K. Jabori shared “Trembling Paradise – A 
Documentary on DRR in Pakistan”. The documentary is 
available on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/0lAUAH5wNWU
She shared her personal experience as a medical doctor after 
the 2005 (7.6) earthquake in Kashmir which left nearly 87,000 
people dead, 74,500 injured and 2.8 million displaced. 
“Traumatised by the death of loved ones, the people of Azad 
Kashmir stood up following the disaster to build what they 
had lost,” she said.

The Chair and co-organiser of the panel Mr Shafqat Munir 
remarked that coordinated regional efforts, integrated river 
basin management and early warning systems are required 
for resilience in the region. He identied South Asia as the 
“climatic sandwiched region” having many ups and downs. 
He lamented the cancellation of regional dialogues which 
pose great challenges to the region as disasters have no 
economic or political boundaries. He informed the panel 
that Pakistan's community-based disaster management 
strategies are now being replicated in other countries of 
South Asia. 

In the question-and-answer session, Dr Khalid identied 
Pakistan as the hotspot of oods and droughts. He 
suggested that policies and management practices of the 
Government should focus on risk management for safer 
communities. 
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The discussions in this panel focused on a wide range of 
issues related to SDGs; mechanisms to take the agenda of 
SDGs forward, especially in the context of the rst 1000 days; 
leave no one behind agenda; and priority actions for the 
government and civil society. 

Ms Amina Khan, Senior Research Ofcer from Overseas 
Development Institute (ODI), UK, presented current trends 
and progress on Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
and benets of early actions, especially in the rst 1000 days. 
She started off by highlighting that 2015 was critical for 
international community as the Millennium Development 
Goals were replaced with SDGs that puts greater emphasis 
on humanity and peace. The SDGs are much broader and 
address larger set of topics; have a universal approach as 
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they apply to both developed and developing countries; and 
have a distinguishable feature of leave no one behind, she 
explained. Highlighting ODIs research on SDGs, she said 
that an analysis has been undertaken to examine trends on 
progress across regions and a score card has been developed 
for South Asia (See gure below). This is to help the national 
governments and policy makers to allocate resources 
effectively and to meet targets at the country level. Goals in 
green represents the areas where reform is taking place, 
goals in purple shows slow gains and need for revolution, 
and goals in red need reversal. 

While stressing on high unemployment rate in South Asia, 
she mentioned that the annual change needed to bring down 
to zero, the share of youth not in employment, education or 
training (NEETs) in South Asia by 2030 if governments start 
in 2015, is 12.6%. The number of years needed will increase if 
the actions are delayed and the longer it is delayed the 
harder it will be to progress. She also highlighted the need to 
evaluate the implications of delayed actions for South Asia. 
In response to a question on priority issues, she commented 
that we cannot pick and choose and we need to look for ways 
to promote sustainable development. For this, we cannot 
narrow our vision. Leave no one behind agenda, however, 
should be a major focus.

Commenting on a question regarding priority setting, she 
stressed on data collection, data upgradation, quality of data 
and easy availability of data for better decision making and 
accountability. She said that political economy should be out 
of play as far as SDGs are concerned and budget allocations 
should be made with due diligence. She reiterated that the 
score cards, like the one developed by ODI, provides an 
entry point for policy interventions. 

Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director SDPI, 
presented SDPI's research study on youth unemployment in 
South Asia. This research study focuses on goal 8 of the 
SDGs i.e. to promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable 
economic growth, full and productive employment and 
decent work for all, and takes a cross country approach to 
derive lessons for the region as well focus on countries. 
Presenting an overview of the study, Dr Ahmed said that the 
three countries under focus (India, Pakistan and 
Bangladesh) have different entry points in terms of policies, 
programmes and projects aimed at youth employment. 
Analysis revealed that there exists overlapping institutional 
roles and youth is a decentralized subject, which gives rise to 
multi-tier implementation that has its own challenges, like 
waste of scal resources, etc. Not only this, weak monitoring 
system for youth programmes is another common issue 
facing the three countries. There is a poor linkage between 
programme activit ies and outcomes,  he shared. 
Highlighting the need for impact assessment, he mentioned 
that there is a need to develop a social accountability 
mechanism in civil society organisations; and foster 

partnerships both within and across governments. 

On identication of priority actions, Dr Ahmed said that the 
informal sector should be a major policy focus as it is a major 
source of employment for the youth in South Asia. He also 
stressed on the need for unemployment mapping by region 
and community; enhanced coordination between national 
and local government; establishment of a common national 
level coordination body; promotion of social enterprises for 
skill development; and enhanced role of private sector in 
syllabi designing. With respect to long-term action, he 
recommended to have a pro-labour market reform through 
scal regulations, ease in tax registration process, etc. 
Moreover, taking a lead from Vision 2025 document, 
monitoring framework of programme outcomes should be 
developed. Strengthening public-private and regional 
cooperation (for example, youth exchange programme) is 
another area that needs to be worked on. He also stressed on 
the need to go beyond traditional development assistance 
and to ensure sustainability of new programmes.  

In response to a question on preferable monitoring 
mechanism, Dr Ahmed responded that monitoring 
framework in Pakistan is donor-driven. There is no 
monitoring system in place. Monitoring starts with donor 
around and ends as soon as the donor leaves. He explained 
how monitoring of government programmes in Bangladesh 
is done by the civil society and is a good example for 
neighbouring countries to follow. He also mentioned that 
monitoring of outputs as opposed to outcomes is a challenge 
that needs to be addressed. He recommended collective 
action to address monitoring issues.  

Dr Naeem uz Zafar, Advisor SDGs, United Nations 
Development Programme, commented on the presentations 
presented earlier. He said that the three classications of 
SDGs presented by Ms Khan are highly relevant to the South 
Asian region as goals in green highlight areas where 
economic growth in least developed countries is working, 
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goals in purple highlights the areas where economic 
development missed its goals and the goals in red means 
that economic growth is taking place but consideration is not 
given to cross cutting thematic areas like conservation of 
climate, etc. Data of the score card also reveals that people 
and governments are emphasizing more on creating jobs, 
economic growth and climate change. He also appreciated 
the efforts of the national government in materializing the 
SDGs. He mentioned that SDGs units have been developed 
under the supervision of  Ministry of  Planning, 
Development and Reform and a project for mainstreaming 
SDGs agenda has also been launched. He also emphasized 
on involving private sector into the SDGs agenda and 
tracking progress on goals at the local level.  

While recommending the ways forward, he said that the 
SDGs should be mainstreamed in the national survey 
system; tehsil level targets should also be embedded in the 
system and there should be a system for providing 
benchmarks. This would help lead to a consistent growth. 
He also highlighted the need to reform governance 
structure. Commenting on Dr Ahmed's presentation, he 
mentioned that value chains could be one entry points for 
identifying unemployed youth and formulating a youth 
employment programme with the help of private sector. A 
value chain approach would also help reach a large portion 
of unemployed youth in SMEs sector, he explained. He also 
mentioned in response to a question on priority area, that 
education, health and water are some of the priority areas 
which should be the focus of the policy makers. Currently, 
highest education is on lowest priority, syllabi development 
and development of analytical skills is overlooked. These are 
some of the issues that could help accelerate progress on the 
SDGs, he commented.

Dr Rabea Malik, Research Fellow, Institute of Development 
and Economic Alternatives (IDEAS), stressed on education 
policy issues currently faced by Pakistan. She highlighted 
education reform as a crucial step in order to be prepared to 
take early actions for SDGs. She said that the identication of 
marginalized population, as identied in the presentation 
made by Dr Ahmed, is important, along with resolution of 
issues of quality of education, education poverty (in the 
context of access to education) and learning disability. She 
also highlighted that it is as important to highlight those not 
learning in schools as those who do not have access to 
schools. Data is a crucial requirement when it comes to the 
solution of these issues. Talking about issues in education 
sector, she mentioned that poor children are less likely to 
perform well in class and there are less opportunities for 
them to pursue education. On the other hand, teachers are 
also not equipped to manage diversities in class. She 
recommended having vocational training centres, especially 
for women; identify inequalities in learnings; and invest in 
job creation. 'It is time to get beyond numbers and act,' she 

stressed.

'We don't have right people at the right place,' said Mrs 
Roshan Khursheed Bharucha, Member Board of Governors, 
SDPI, while commenting on youth unemployment issues. 
She highlighted issues of lack of market survey, focused on 
priority occupations; poor educational infrastructure (for 
example lack of science and IT labs at local level schools); 
and low networking among key stakeholders. Lack of youth 
specic policy was also highlighted. She called upon 
Chambers, industries and ministries to come together to 
work for providing quality employment opportunities to 
youth in Pakistan. She shared that strong networking among 
stakeholders (especially between public and private sector) 
would help overcome this issue of youth unemployment in 
Pakistan and unless there is connectivity between different 
departments, success would be a long way. 

The session ended with a vote of thanks to participants and 
respected panellists. 
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Dr Eaisha Tareen examined the religious roots of 
discrimination against religious minorities in Pakistan. She 
said that Pakistan was a signatory to the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights adopted by the United 
Nations in 1948, which included freedom of religion. 
However, the current situation of minorities in Pakistan is a 
far cry from the vision of its founder Mr. Mohammad Ali 
Jinnah who said that “You are free; you are free to go to your 
temples. You are free to go to your mosques or to any other 
places of worship in this State of Pakistan. You may belong 
to any religion, caste or creed—that has nothing to do with 
the business of the state.”  But we are unable to implement 
the Quaid's vision, she stated and further lamented, that we 
are even not able to implement what the article 25 of the 
Constitution of Pakistan says that “All citizens are equal 
before law and are entitled to equal protection of law”. Or 
article 20 which states (a) every citizen shall have the right to 
profess, practice and propagate his religion; and (b) every 
religious denomination and every sect thereof shall have the 
right to establish, maintain and manage its religious 
institutions. 

She looked at the situation of religious minorities in Pakistan 
and how their religious freedom had eroded. She examined 
how the blasphemy law in its current form had contributed 
to this erosion of rights.

She then looked at freedom of religious belief in the Qur'an. 
The Holy Quran says that “For you is your religion, and for 
me is my religion”. “O mankind, indeed we have created 
you from male and female and made you peoples and tribes 
that you may know one another. Indeed, the most noble of 
you in the sight of Allah is the most righteous of you. Indeed, 
Allah is Knowing and Acquainted”. “And do not argue with 
the People of the Scripture except in a way that is best, except 
for those who commit injustice among them, and say, "We 
believe in that which has been revealed to us and revealed to 
you. And our God and your God is one; and we are Muslims 
[in submission] to Him”. A verse that relates to blasphemy is 
“Indeed, those who abuse Allah and His Messenger - Allah 
has cursed them in this world and the Hereafter and 
prepared for them a humiliating punishment”. No verse in 
the Qur'an refers to punishment for blasphemy in this world 
but in life hereafter.
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Life of our Holy Prophet (PBUH) is an open book for us with 
examples of kindness. While talking about blasphemy law 
she said that our Holy Prophet (PBUH) forgave his enemies 
instead of imposing any harsh law on them. When majority 
of people of Mecca opposed the Holy Prophet (PBUH), he 
prayed for mercy for them. We have many examples from 
the life of Holy Prophet (PBUH) like Taif incident, and a poet 
who said blasphemous verses against the Prophet (PBUH) 
but he never punished them. Instead the Holy Prophet 
(PBUH) showed his kindness. His Charter of Medina gave 
protection of religious freedom and minority rights.  We 
should review our past and study our religion  and assess 
what we are doing in the name of religion, she emphasized.

Dr Nathalene Reynolds' presentation rst looked at India's 
position internationally, and how this has enabled the Modi 
government as well as Hindu nationalist parties to adopt 
policies and political positions of concern with regard to 
minorities in general and Muslims in particular. Moving 
systematically she addressed the fragile position of the 
Muslim community and some campaigns the government 
conducted at its expense.  She threw light on the image of 
India which it has itself  projected across the New World 
Order that emerged after the collapse of the Soviet Union, 
and that is of seeking recognition as a great power. She 
pointed out that India is inclined to forget that in a sense, it 
remains a colossus with feet of clay – top end scientic 
research juxtaposed with aching poverty. It is made up of a 
mix of different religious communities, harmony between 
which has been the key to the successful construction of the 
nation. India should not forget its 180 million Muslim 
inhabitants that have the potential to project India's power in 
the Islamic world.  

The presentation pointed out that the history of the country 
has been marked by what are euphemistically described as 
'communalist incidents'.  She mentioned here the 
communalist carnage that targeted the Sikh community 
after the assassination on 31 October 1984 of Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi, and the anti-Muslim programmes in Gujarat 
that followed the tragedy of Godhra on 27 February 2002. 
These events led the Indian intelligentsia, hardly unused to 
communalist violence, to wonder out loud as to the dangers 
of Hindu nationalism. She mentioned the incidence of 31 
October 1984 in India as a bitter fact. While talking about 
terrorism she said that there are some other factors which 
worsened the situation for the Muslims after the incidence of 
the Babri Mosque. 

It was stated that the Muslim community struggles to prot 
from the “law of the group” (Dumont, April 2006) in such a 
way as to protect its rights. This concept draws on the idea 
that “within a population living in a given territory, specic 
groups can use, directly or indirectly, their numeric weight 

to modify their situation, obtain political advantages or 
inuence the foreign policy of the territory”. Outside the 
Kashmir Valley, Muslims are, it is true, dispersed across a 
vast area, comprising a minority within a Hindu mass.

She said that global political, economic and social dynamics 
were changing. Now people do not believe only on media. 
They have access to every corner of the globe via digital 
technology. So if a state is titled as best democratic state then 
their institutions and their geopolitical situation are 
observed as well. China, for instance, has many conicts 
with some states but it has achieved economic goals. She 
concluded by highlighting that many nations today are 
dominated by politicians who seek to underline their 
personal charisma and the ascendency of their political 
party at the expense of the ideals that, in another period, they 
might have tried to build in the minds of voters. Similarly, 
they undermine the common interest, stroking socio-
economic or religious rivalries and rendering the 
atmosphere day-by-day to become more toxic. 

Concluding remarks encouraged that India's civil society 
undertakes a greater role in reinforcing “inter-communal 
harmony” which is so necessary to the construction of a 
country that remains uniquely diverse in a world 
characterised by a worrying level of polarisation.  

Mr I A Rahman said that there is a need to broaden one's 
view. There is a situation of unrest around the globe. He 
argued against the divisions of state and said that it is 
indivisibles that divide exists.  He said that societies need 
peace and equality. He said that laws are made and 
amended where necessary; and that the Blasphemy Law still 
exists in its old shape. It should be amended to decrease the 
misuse, he emphasized.

Mr Ahmad Salim while talking about partition of 1947 said 
that we used to say who killed who but now we look at who 
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saved who. He added further that in the early days of 
Pakistan the state was accountable. He discussed the 
Blasphemy Law and discussed its aws and how it is 
misused against a specic class of society which is in 
minority. He said that religious freedom is a good idea and 
that inter-faith harmony should be encouraged.  He 
recommended constitutional amendment to improve the 
Blasphemy Law in accordance with modern times.

Dr Navasharan Singh lamented that worship places are not 
secure. She said that constitutions of different states in the 
region guarantee the protection of rights to their minorities 
but still there are mass killings, violence, extreme form of 
discrimination and a systematic type of impunity. She said 
that it is evident that judicial system of states have failed to 
provide justice. The culture of impunity within the region 
needs to be changed. She emphasized that institutional 
reforms should be introduced and communal violence 
needs to be stopped. She stated that it is twin failure of justice 
system and state as a whole. Extreme discrimination is 
failure of institutions. She listed some examples of 

institutional failures like procedural complexities of 
institutions, FIR system, delayed arrests, early bail, lack of 
evidence, non-pursuance of case in court, delayed hearings 
and restricted role of lawyers which cause failure of justice 
system. 
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The session on The Legacies of Conict included speakers 
from USA, UK, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. The session reected 
on the provision of data inferred from researches carried out 
by the speakers of the session in Pakistan, Sri Lanka, 
Uganda, Nepal, Democratic republican of the Congo (DRC), 
South Sudan, Afghanistan, and Sierra Leone, and proposed 
recommendations based on the outcomes of their respective 
researches. It shed a light on the dilemmas encountered by 
the people in the above mentioned eight conict-affected 
countries.

Dr Paul Harvey, Director, Secure Livelihoods Research 
Consortium (SLRC), London, UK, chaired the session.

Ms Rachel Gordon, researcher, Tufts University/Feinstein 
International Centre, Somerville, USA, presented her 
research on “War crimes and their ongoing consequences for 
individuals and households in northern Uganda: A panel 
cluster survey”. She stated that the qualitative research 
extended up to four years from 2012-2016 and the research 
aimed at accumulating data on the livelihood of people, 
their access to  basic services (education, health and water), 
their relationship with governance practices and 
experiences  of serious crimes and impacts on the previously 
mentioned factors.  She explicated the details of the research 
ndings in two sub-regions namely Ancholi/Lango: 44% of 
all households had at least one war crime victim; 12% of 
individuals experienced one or more war crimes; a vast 
majority of killed and disappeared were male; surviving 
women and men almost equally affected. She added that 
most households experienced more than one crime and 
these instances have had their individual impact on the 
livelihoods of people on their emotional wellbeing, wealth, 
access to basic services leading to more dissatisfaction with 
the services provided to them. Ms Gordon concluded her 
presentation by saying  that the war crimes have had a 
signicant negative impact on the entire household of 
Ancholi and Lango and the injured individuals as a result of 
war crimes have been unable to access appropriate 
treatment. She added that the Government of Uganda is not 
supportive of war crimes victims and that the war lives on 
people's minds and bodies and continues to affect them. 

Dr. Vagisha Gunasekara, lead researcher, SLRC Sri Lanka, 
and the American Institute for Sri Lankan Studies, Colombo, 
Sri Lanka, presented her research on “Embedding exclusion 
in the continuum of conict” which had two perspectives: 
“Cases of post-war tourism development” and the 
“Institutionalization of lower caste 'Parayars' into sanitation 
work”. In her rst research paper, she explained the details 
of the study which aimed to understand the social, economic 
and political dynamics and effects of post-war tourism 
development in Sri Lanka. In the case study of Passikudah, 
she shed light on how multiple local and supra-local 
interests and conict-related fragilities are embroiled in 

post-war tourism development. Her second study was 
based on a qualitative study of a 'parayar' caste in a village in 
Jaffna, which attempted to understand labour and caste 
relations in Jaffna (Northern Province, Sri Lanka). She 
argued that on entering the government service the nature of 
that contract has shifted but fundamentally continues to 
harbor discriminatory caste sentiment towards the parayars. 
In her concluding remarks, she stated that the sanitation 
workers now have secured public sector jobs, the stigma 
attached to their caste-livelihoods remains and is 
crystallized within the state apparatus and through the 
mechanization of sanitation work, the State assimilates and 
depoliticizes sanitation work and the identity of the caste 
associated to it due to the formalization of a 'caste- 
livelihood'.

Ms Georgina Sturge, researcher, Secure Livelihoods 
Research Consortium and Overseas Development Institute, 
London, UK, presented her research on “The Legacy of 
Displacement on Livelihoods: What happens when forced 
migrants return?”, which was  carried out in Pakistan, 
Nepal, Sri Lanka and Uganda. Ms Sturge explained that the 
indicators of her research included food insecurity, food 
consumption, asset wealth, access to basic services (health, 
education, and water), satisfaction with basic services, 
perceptions of government. She presented the ndings that 
included a comparative research which showed that all the 
internally displaced persons (IDPs) in the above mentioned 
target countries of research had no difference in asset 
wealth. In Sri Lanka, the IDPs had worse perception of their 
government and IDPs in Uganda were more satised with 
their basic services but had a higher food insecurity. The 
results of the research presented showed that the IDPs of Sri 
Lanka and Nepal were more diversied, while the IDPs in 
Pakistan were more likely to initiate their own businesses 
upon returning, and there were no differences in  child 
labour in all the countries. The implications of the research 
included: existing frameworks for understanding legacy of 
displacement are incomplete and that the displacement 
affects everyone in the area of origin. 
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Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive Director, Sustainable 
Development Policy Institute, Islamabad, Pakistan, gave 
special comments at the session.  He said that there is more 
than one dimensions to conict, besides the physical 
insecurities, people are subjected to economic insecurities, 
lack of employment, food insecurity, and energy insecurity. 
Quoting the example of FATA, Pakistan, he maintained that 
they were also subjected to natural calamities. He added that 
if the baseline was strong, recovery would be fast and if the 
baselines are not strong, the recovery would be slow and 
difcult. Dr Suleri stated that in case of FATA and KP, due to 
the attention of the international organizations, food 
insecurity index has comparatively improved. He said that 
another legacy of conict is little discussed; many of the 

analysts call it “Dividend of Conict”, which recognizes 
certain stakeholders who benet from conict. These actors 
and players are ourishing (not negative) from the positive 
diversication of livelihood and they are well off because of 
the conict and there is a need to nd out who these actors 
and players are. He further added that the individual 
security must not be ignored as it is the root cause of the 
conict. He concluded by saying that the census was last 
carried out 11 years ago, all provinces are demanding to get 
rid of the immigrants from their provinces because the 
ethnic proportions will change the numbers and long term 
conicts change things rapidly, this aspect of political 
economy is very important on how things change from 
micro to macro level and from lower to mega level. 

Before the plenary ofcially began, a minute of silence was 
observed for the 48 victims who died tragically in a Pakistan 
International Airlines (PIA) ight which crashed in the 
mountainous northern region of Pakistan on the afternoon 
of 7 December 2016 while ying from Chitral to Islamabad. 

While giving the introductory remarks, Dr Vaqar Ahmed set 
the stage for the plenary by highlighting the three pillars of 
sustainable development, including economic growth, 
social justice and the environment. He said that the 

Sustainable Development Policy Institute through events 
such as the annual Sustainable Development Conference 
Series produces specic and actionable policy advice, the 
uptake of which by the various ministries is an important 
aspect of SDPI's work. 

During his keynote speech, Mr I. A. Rehman, Director of the 
Human Rights Commission of Pakistan, expressed his 
disappointment at the current fragile state of South Asian 
regional cooperation. He reected upon the efforts of 

Dinner Plenary: 
Inclusive and Sustainable Economic Growth for South Asia

Chair: Dr Abid Q. Suleri, Execu�ve Director, Sustainable Development Policy Ins�tute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan

Guest of Honour: Dr Mi�ah Ismail, Minister of State and Chairman, Board of Investment, Government of Pakistan

Keynote Speech: Mr I. A. Rehman, Director, Human Rights Commission of Pakistan Secretariat, Lahore, Pakistan

Special Comments: MNA Mr Rana Afzal, Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Finance, Government of Pakistan

Introduc�ons by: Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Director, Sustainable Development Policy Ins�tute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan

Launch and Presenta�on of SLRC Study: Mr Paul Harvey, Director, Secure Livelihoods Research Consor�um (SLRC), London, UK

Report by: Ayesha Qaisrani, Research Associate, Sustainable Development Policy Ins�tute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan



various governmental, non-governmental and international 
bodies in creating cooperation forums such as the South 
Asian Association of Regional Cooperation (SAARC) and 
South Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA) etc., the success of 
which is in question considering the hostile stance taken by 
some governments in the region.  Reminiscing about the 
past, he said that South Asia was the rst region that came 
out of colonial rule and showed the way to other regions to 
strive for their independence. “However, now we are unable 
to uphold our unity because we have been divided amongst 
ourselves based on religion, language, political hostility etc. 
We do not realise that we share a common destiny. We share 
a common history, common socio-cultural trends, common 
customs and common attitudes towards women, labour and 
the underprivileged,” he lamented. “Rather than focusing 
on our communities, we have chosen to strive for creating 
ideological differences. Instead of respecting differences, we 
have chosen to let them break us apart.” He said that all 
South Asian countries suffer from internal conict, which 
has given rise to the “development of lawless laws.” The 
fragile political situations in these countries have led to a 
discouraging state of human rights in the region, he 
remarked. 

Mr Rehman recommended that in order to move towards 
unity, South Asia once again needs to nd common grounds 
that bind us together. Each South Asian nation has a stake in 
each other's stability; and those governments in the region 
which are exploiting regional issues to retain power, should 
understand this reality. He concluded that the only way of 
overcoming ideological differences is to hold discussions 
among regional politicians and governments and ensure 
democracy in all states, as democracy is the rst step 
towards achieving the goal of human rights for all. 

Endorsing Mr I. A. Rehman's ideas, Dr Abid Q. Suleri, 
Executive Director of SDPI, stated that the common 
characteristic between thinkers and politicians is that both 
give a vision. It is the duty of the technocrats and bureaucrats 
to implement these visions and “this is where we lag 
behind.” He said that Mr I. A. Rehman has given us a vision. 
Now it is up to the government to support it. 

MNA Mr Rana Afzal, Parliamentary Secretary at the 
Ministry of Finance, Government of Pakistan discussed the 
post-2015 development agenda by saying that all 
developing countries, including Pakistan, need to identify 
how to implement the Sustainable Development Goals by 
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bringing together multiple stakeholders. He stressed that 
while Pakistan needs to mobilise its resources by widening 
the tax base, South-South cooperation on resource 
mobilisation and sharing skills and technology is also 
important. “We need to adopt a policy of leave no one 
behind in order to help the marginalised population.” He 
recommended that think-tanks, policy institutions and 
academia must produce evidence-based research, and do 
careful evaluation to understand what has worked for us 
and what needs to be done to make things better. 

He commented that the Government of Pakistan is working 
to develop the capacity of the provincial governments to 
implement the SDGs, since the provinces are mandated to 
develop provincial SDGs framework and to track 
implementation. He highlighted that “we have learned 
through the last decade that the civil society is imperative for 
implementation of development goals.” He also pointed out 
that in order to boost the efciency of the Government, the 
Prime Minister has initiated efforts to bring about civil 
services reforms. Mr Afzal agreed that South Asian 
harmony can only be achieved through dialogue since “no 
country in the region can prosper at the failure of the other. 
Therefore, in order to achieve peace and prosperity, all 
countries in the region need to cooperate. Moreover, they 

need to overcome their internal conicts and stop violation 
of human rights.” 

The Guest of Honour of the Dinner Plenary Dr Miftah 
Ismail, Minister of State and Chairman, Board of 
Investment, Government of Pakistan, said that the 
government is aware of the environmental issues associated 
with development plans. Commenting on the state of affairs 
of the South Asian region, he was hopeful that regional 
tensions would be diminished soon and there will be 
friendlier relations between neighbours. He stated that it has 
been the mandate of the Government to work for regional 
integration as economic prosperity is shared prosperity. 
Regions as a whole tend to progress together as our destinies 
are shared. He commended the efforts of SDPI to bring 
together multiple stakeholders at one platform to discuss 
and talk about the collective future. 

At the end of the plenary, Mr Paul Harvey, Director of the 
Secure Livelihoods Research Consortium (SLRC), from the 
Overseas Development Institute in London, presented the 
SLRC's ve-year project ndings that explore how 
livelihoods can be revived after conict. 
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Transforming Poverty and Inequality: Urban-Rural Linkages in South Asia: What the Future Holds?

Chair: Ms Marvi Memon, Chairperson, Benazir Income Support Programme, Government of Pakistan

Special Remarks: Mr Muhammad Tahseen, Execu�ve Director, South Asia Partnership Pakistan (SAP-PK), Lahore, Pakistan

Moderator: Mr Mustafa Talpur, OXFAM, Islamabad, Pakistan

Panel Organisers: Mr Shafqat Munir and Ms Sadaf Liaquat, Sustainable Development Policy Ins�tute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan

Speakers:

1. Mr Junaid Zahid, Sustainable Development Policy Ins�tute, Islamabad, Pakistan; and, Aadil Hameed Shah, MPhil Student, Pir 
Mehr Ali Shah (PMAS) Arid Agriculture University, Rawalpindi, Pakistan

2. Mr Abdul Hameed Leghari, Federal Urdu University of Arts, Science and Technology, Islamabad, Pakistan; and Economic 
Analyst, Innova�ve Development Strategies (Pvt.) Ltd, Pakistan

3. Dr Muhammad Yaseen, Assistant Professor, University of Sargodha, Pakistan

Report by: Hadika Jamshed, Sustainable Development Policy Ins�tute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan

Mr Mustafa Talpur from OXFAM started the session by 
introducing poverty and inequality as part of SDGs and how 
they are interrelated. He stated that 1% people control more 
than 90% of the wealth of the world and how women and 
children are more affected by poverty and inequality more 
in comparison to men. 

Mr Junaid Zahid presented the multidimensional inequality 
status in Pakistan and gave recommendations to reduce 
these inequalities through good policy framework which 
can be implemented efciently. He shared that in the case of 
multidimensional inequalities, rural areas are the most 
affected because of higher disparities in basic dimensions 
like health, housing services, and education. 



Mr Muhammad Tahseen from SAP-PK said that poverty line 
is same as hunger line according to his understanding. If in 
Pakistan 40% people are hungry and die every day because 
of no food, we as human beings should be very shameful, he 
emphasized. He shared an example of Bahawalpur, and said 
that 40 years ago the main demand from women was to have 
the facility of toilets and the case is still the same. Microcredit 
alone does not change the life of poor, however, at the same 
time microcredit coupled with other things can make a 
signicant difference. Basic fundamentals must be provided 
to poorest of the poor and no child should suffer from 
hunger. He emphasized on ending poverty completely. 
There are nations where no one sleeps hungry at night, if 
they can do it why can't we, he questioned. He ended by 
criticising the ruling elite's lack of capability to help the poor 
of this country. He proposed that we need to take things in 
our own hand and to do something to transform, alleviate 
and end poverty.

Ms Marvi Memon emphasized on the need for sufcient 
data in case of Pakistan to have a better understanding of 
issues. Benazir Income Support Programme's (BISP) core 
objective is to manage poverty, and to make sure no one 
sleeps hungry at night. According to Ms Memon, BISP data 
is most recent and authentic, which is used by the 
Government and all the private organizations. BISP has 
recently used new approach of desk research, and doing its 
utmost to help the poor of Pakistan, especially women. The 
Government has also increased its budget for BISP. BISP has 
realized that it is not just about giving cash and so has 
contributed more than just cash. Around 5.3 million poorest 
of poor women have CNIC, money and power to make 
decisions in the household. 

Furthermore she explained what BISP has done so far, and it 
not just government to blame for poverty in Pakistan. BISP 
has launched Waseela-e-Taleem (WET) Programme initially 
in ve pilot districts (Skardu, Mirpur, Malakand protected 
area, Nushki and Karachi South) as part of initial test phase, 

in collaboration with education departments of 
provinces/regions in November 2012. In two years' time 
Waseela e Taleem has enrolled around 52,000 children out of 
potential 75,000 children from amongst the BISP beneciary 
families in the target areas. 

BISP plans to extend the WET Programme 'Extended Phase' 
into 27 additional districts upon mutual consent with the 
provincial authorities. Experience in the Pilot Phase gave the 
project insights that BISP has incorporated in its extended 
phase. In the Pilot Phase the most difcult districts were 
selected; some in view of the prevailing law and order 
situation and some in terms of weather conditions. In the 
extended phase, therefore, all new districts have been 
selected in consultation with provincial education 
departments on the basis of supply capacity assessment. 
Around 3.3 million children (5-12 years of age) are present in 
the 1.47 million beneciary families in 27 extended phase 
districts, out of which around 2.65 million children are out of 
school and only 0.66 million are currently attending the 
schools. BISP is targeting to reach these out of school 
children within two years by introducing the stipend 
amount to encourage the beneciary families for sending 
their children to school instead of involving them in child 
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labour. BISP is aiming to reduce child labour and to increase 
human development by extending WET Programme in 27 
new districts. 

Moreover, BISP is also doing surveys, data collection, 
keeping record of when people leave and enter poverty in 
order to have efcient data set of Pakistan from 27 million 
households to make further policies This data has been used 
by all organizations and Government to carry out their 
work. The data is claimed to be a national asset.  

Mr Abdul Hameed Leghari from the Federal Urdu 
University of Arts, Science and Technology, Islamabad 
presented his paper on “Estimating poverty levels and 
sustainable development in rural Pakistan”. By using 
Pakistan's rural household survey, the research estimated 
14% household have access to high quality water for 
drinking, 40% have toilet facilities, 88% household have 

electricity, and 44% households live below poverty line. 
According to the survey, there is a lot of variation between 
household head, gender and poverty levels. His study has 
showed that there is a signicant relationship between 
poverty level and education.

Dr Muhammad Yaseen, Assistant Professor from the 
University of Sargodha, presented a paper titled “The 
impact of poverty alleviation policy on urban household 
demand in China” on behalf of Dr Yu Wen and his co-
authors. The study results on marginal propensity to 
consume showed that 22% of people's income is used for 
food consumption and 43% is spent on other indicators. 
According to the results, it is recommended that the Chinese 
government should improve economic policies, especially 
its food policy to alleviate poverty of low income urban 
residents.

Dr Imran Khalid started the session with a brief presentation 
regarding water stewardship in Pakistan. He stated that 
Pakistan is a water stressed country, and the situation is 

further deteriorating. He added that some studies show that 
by 2035, the country will be water scarce, especially since 
storage capacity is very limited as compared to some other 
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Report by: Ahmed Awais Khaver, Sustainable Development Policy Ins�tute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan



countries of the world. Dr Imran said that as population 
grows and users increase, safe water availability is an issue. 
He stated that the Indus Basin contributes 22% to Pakistan's 
GDP; its 33% is affected by water logging leading to 25% 
decrease in crop yields. He stated increase in commercial 
agriculture forces small farmers to move towards cities. He 
added that access to clean drinking water is non-existent. 
Water and tanker maas exploit these situations. Sewerage 
system is dysfunctional and water pollution is high. Ground 
water is being extracted at an alarming rate. “Add the role of 
climate change and water problems will increase in intensity 
as the century unfolds,” he warned.

Dr Zubair Khan was of the opinion that the Ghazi Barotha 
Dam had serious environmental impacts on surrounding 
areas, proving that “we ourselves are augmenting our issues 
due to mismanagement.” Briey discussing the Indus 
Waters Treaty and its background, he pointed out that 
despite the Treaty, India as upper riparian threatens to stop 
ow of water into Pakistan. He urged that “the Government 
should assume that this might happen and use water coming 
to Pakistan in an economical way.” He mentioned some key 
issues that augment the water situation in Pakistan like 
ineffective irrigation methods and water logging. He further 
added that water supply was intended to be the jurisdiction 
of local governments, but those are non-functioning in 
Pakistan. This, he opined, paved the way for water maas. 
Dr Khan highlighted that much can be done to tackle these 
issues if attention and seriousness were to be focused.

Ambassador Shafqat Kakakhel said that Pakistan is blessed 
with just one river basin. He endorsed Dr Khan's statement 
that India may indeed cut off water supplies and shed more 
light on the Indus Water Treaty and called it “obnoxious”. 
He opined that the Treaty was not one of sharing water, but 
of dividing water of six rivers. He said that the Treaty has 
withstood the test of time and served both countries well. He 

praised the mechanism of mediation in case of technical and 
legal matters. “Due to bad political relations between 
Pakistan and India, Indus Basin Commission has become 
ineffective. Pakistan's prime concern is that India has very 
high and ambitious hydropower projects and has so far built 
35 major hydropower projects on Chenab and around 20m-
25 on Jehlum and smaller ones on tributaries,” he shared.  
Mr Kakakhel said that India does not notify Pakistan prior to 
such developments  and recommended that  the 
irresponsible political discourse needs to change, and the 
Indus Commission revived. He also proposed dialogue 
between Pakistan and Afghanistan on hydropower projects 
and suggested nancing some of their projects for trust 
building. Internally, he pointed out that there is no 
cooperation between different sectors of water management 
and research institutes of the Government. 

Dr Tariq Banuri highlighted the importance of Sustainable 
Development Goal 6 which is regarding water. He stated 
that population rise is a major issue in Pakistan, especially 
with regards to water availability. He said that water 
institutions were established when Pakistan was a water 
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abundant country, and now need to be revamped to deal 
with the “water scarce reality”. He talked about Integrated 
Water Resource Management and opined that water related 
disasters also need to be managed, and agriculture sector 
needs to be made effective at the earliest. He highlighted the 
importance of ground water and its effective management. 
He criticized the irrigation practices of supplying water in 
Pakistan where water is bound to be wasted. Dr Banuri 
proposed water saving incentives and discussed the 
paradox that people are ready to buy water from maas at a 
higher price since the government cannot guarantee safe 
drinking water supply. He said that no such body or 
institution exists for guaranteeing safe drinking water.

While giving his comments, Mr Waqar Ahmed shed light on 
the aspects related to how private industry should respond 
to water stress issues. He stated that around 90% of the water 
is used in agriculture, and the rest 7% is consumed by 
industry and households. He believed that there is a need to 
effectively improve the major sector of water use, that is, 
agriculture. He opined that there is need of using water 
efciently in agriculture as half of it is wasted. “Nestle works 
closely with around 150,000 farmers in Pakistan and is 
helping and working with communities for better water 
usage practices,” he shared. Giving details about Nestle's 
work, he informed that the company is striving to provide 
safe drinking and clean water with its eight facilities 
according to WHO standards. He said that Nestle is also 
creating awareness amongst teachers and students 
regarding better water use. He mentioned the project that 
Nestle is starting with Government of Punjab's Department 
of Irrigation and the World Bank on drip irrigation. 

The Chair and moderator of the session, Engineer Shamsul 
Mulk  discussed the importance of engineers and 
environmentalists working together during water project 

planning and designing phases. He stated that if “we build 
dams, only then we can be in a position to be assertive with 
India regarding their shortcomings regarding water 
management.” He proposed that the Indus Commissioner of 
Pakistan should be promoted to a secretary level post as 
water is a matter of grave concern. He also suggested being 
generous in dialogues with Afghanistan given how much 
the country has suffered over the years from war and 
conict.

In the question-and-answer session, the issue of the 
Kalabagh Dam was discussed and it was pointed out that not 
constructing Kalabagh costs Pakistan 192 billion rupees 
every year. To the question on how to identify and remove 
arsenic and other harmful matter from water, Dr Banuri said 
that agencies and institutions do not have the mandate and 
jurisdiction, nor is there technical and nancial capacity for 
such measures. “Agencies in Pakistan do once-in-a-while 
testing of water. Institutional checks and balances are 
required,” he stressed.
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The session aimed to highlight provincial governments' 

efforts towards building capacities and resources for 

implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs). In doing so, there is an increasing need to share 

experiences and learn from innovative strategies envisaged 

for their localization; data systems for monitoring, 

evaluation and accountability; and alignment of provincial 

plans (to implement them) with budgetary priorities. The 

success of sustainable development initiatives at the sub-

national level is critically dependent upon empowerment of 

local administrations through appropriate legislation and 

policies, strengthening of provincial nance award 

mechanisms and introduct ion  of  resul ts -based 

management. Improving the data collection mechanism for 

effectively and regularly monitoring the progress on SDGs 

will be essential. Therefore, independence of statistical data 

agencies in generating a true picture of progress towards 

SDGs may require a legislative cover.

Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director, Sustainable 

Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, 

moderating the session gave a brief introduction of SDPI and 

its research based objectives followed by an introduction of 

the panelists to the audience. 

Dr Waqar Masood Khan, Secretary, Ministry of Finance, 

Government of Pakistan, highlighted the commitment of the 

Federal Government towards the nancing of SDGs, which 

Session C- 3: 
Effective Institutions, Capacities and Partnerships for 

Implementing SDGs: A Provincial Perspective

Chair: Dr Waqar Masood Khan, Secretary, Ministry of Finance, Government of Pakistan

Moderator: Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Execu�ve Director, Sustainable Development Policy Ins�tute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan

Concluding Remarks: Mrs Roshan Khursheed Bharucha, Member Board of Governors, Sustainable Development Policy Ins�tute 
(SDPI), Que�a, Pakistan

Panel Organisers: United Na�ons Development Programme (UNDP), Dr Shehryar Khan and Ms Rabia Manzoor, Sustainable 
Development Policy Ins�tute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan

Speakers:

1. Mr Ignacio Artaza, United Na�ons Development Programme (UNDP), Islamabad, Pakistan

2. Mr Malik Amin Aslam Khan, Interna�onal Union for Conserva�on of Nature (IUCN), Islamabad, Pakistan

3. Dr Khalida Ghaus, Social Policy and Development Centre (SPDC), Karachi, Pakistan

4. Dr Aman Ullah, Planning and Development Department, Civil Secretariat, Lahore, Pakistan

5. Ms Rabia Manzoor, Sustainable Development Policy Ins�tute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan

Report by: Shazia Khan, Sustainable Development Policy Ins�tute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
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are also linked with the provincial governments. He said 

that the SDGs should not be embraced in account of an 

international fashion but should be seen and catered to as 

our own basic need.

He further described the role of Federal Government in 

resource allocation and funding. The Federal Government 

has taken very keen interest in the SDGs and has provided 

50% of the resources for projects, schemes and other 

expenditure plans formulated at provincial and district 

levels. There is additional burden on the economy of 

Pakistan i.e. defense, and law and order situation in the 

country. He also added that with full commitment to the 

SDGs, necessary resources will be provided and that the 

Federal Government would improve partnership among the 

provinces.

Mr Ignacio Artaza, Country Director, United Nations 

Development Programme (UNDP), talked about the 

importance of SDGs and Government's responsibilities 

towards achieving them at the local and national levels. Mr 

Artaza said that there are a few key ingredients for effective 

localisation of SDGs at  which are, the rule of local 

government, participation and coordination, accurate and 

reliable data, resources and partnerships setting up at local 

level, overall and intermediate targets into plan policy and 

translating these into sub national level. Institutions are the 

clinch pin for achieving the global transition to sustainable 

development but there is lack of coherent institutional 

structure in Pakistan. 

Resources and nancing plays a crucial role in country's 

development. The level of ambition of the SDGs requires 

both strong nancial framework and political commitments 

for implementations but in middle income countries 

approximately 95% of funds comes from their country 

resources (state funds and private funds) but the role of 

international funding is limited in middle income countries. 

There is a need of public administration for collecting funds 

and investing those public funds to manage the public goods 

and natural resources for the benet of the country.

Mr Artaza said that disparity between Pakistan's income 

and social indicators on the basis of growth and per capita is 

higher than that of South Africa but in social indicators like 

education, health, women empowerment, Pakistan is 

comparable to an average in sub-Saharan African countries. 

For Pakistan to achieve the SDGs, social indicator needs to be 

prioritised on the public agenda.

He further gave the following recommendations for 

effectively achieving the SDGs:

 Pakistan needs to prioritise the investment in multiple 

sectors of the country and increase the share of province 

in federal budget pool.

 The private sector is an essential partner for the new 

developmental agenda and private sector should come 

forward to play their role in development of the country.

 Pakistan has a great potential to achieve the SDGs targets, 

for this purpose there is need for more awareness, space 
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for dialogue, and institutionalisation of channels for 

citizens' participation.

 There is a need for inclusive partnership with other 

sectors of the country to strengthen the different sectors.

 Country requires greater capacities by government, civil 

society, academia, private sectors, more responsive 

institutions and strong political will to achieve the SDGs.

Mr Artaza concluded by adding that the UNDP is 

collaborating with the Government to develop system and 

institutions that would yield to make progress towards 

implementations of SDGs. By establishing the UNDP's 

support unit in the provinces and at the federal,Pakistan is 

one of the leading countries to localize the SDGs and this 

platform helps to prioritize and localize SDGs.

Dr Aman Ullah, Chief Economist, Government of Punjab, 

shared his views about the failure of the Millennium 

Development Goals (MDGs) in Pakistan and discussed the 

efforts of the Punjab Government with regard to the SDGs. 

Dr Aman Ullah said that many countries have made positive 

progress on MDGs by achieving their country specic 

targets and objectives, while some countries showed dismal 

performance by missing many targets and goals. The 

available data on MDGs in Pakistan indicate that although 

the country adapted 41 indicators, it was able to fulll only 

nine. Provincially, Punjab government performed relatively 

better than the others but the overall situation raises many 

questions regarding institutional arrangements and 

implementation of the MDGs. 

The Government of Punjab launched a programme on 

“Punjab Goals Strategy” in 2013 with the aim of  achieving 

the SDGs at the provincial and local levels. With the support 

of UNDP, the Punjab Government established another 

programme, “Punjab Sustainable Development Goals 

Support Unit”, for mainstreaming, acceleration, and policies 

support for SDGs at the provincial level. In this programme, 

the Government of Pakistan is working with the provincial 

department and other stakeholders for building synergies 

and strengthening coordination for prioritising the SDGs at 

the local level. The bottom-up approach is used to ensure the 

SDGs at local; district and tehsil levels. Stressing on the 

coordination among the provinces they made coordination 

forum for achieving the SDGs at the local level and the 

Government of Punjab are collobarting with think tanks 

such as SDPI, and Social Policy and Development Center 

(SPDC), academia, and experts from different elds.

Dr Khalida Ghaus, Managing Director of the SPDC, Karachi, 

shared her personal opinions with aspects to achieving the 

SDGs at the federal provincial levels. The main issues and 

recommendations are as follows:

 Prioritisation issue: The Government of Pakistan 

continuously gives priority to other issues and does not 

take into account the signicance of the  SDGs.

 Capacity Issue: In Pakistan there is a lack of capacity, 

which results in poor quality, absence of the relevant 

human resource and lack of motivation towards SDGs. 

The posit ive init iative is  that al l  the district 

commissioners would be taken on board from all the 44 

departments, therefore allowing capacity building from 

the bottom up approach i.e. junior level, staff level and 

then move up to senior level of each department.

 Accountability and reviewing issue: The parliamentary 

task force plays a very important role in achieving the 

SDGs.  Accountability and reviewing the progress are 

essential needs of the country. Different think tanks, 

academia, media and stakeholders can play their role in 

this regard.

 Institutional interlinking and coordination is needed at  

the provincial and federal levels.

 Need for civil service reforms and immediate civil service 

capacity is required for implementation of SDGs in the 

country.

 Resolve the structural  inclusivity,  s tructural 

transformation and partnership alignment.

 Provincial government should broaden the approach 

and make an all-inclusive vision for achieving the SDGs. 
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Mr Malik Amin Aslam Khan, Global Vice President of the 

International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), 

talked briey about the efforts of KPK Government towards 

achieving the SDGs with practical aspects. Mr. Khan said 

that the KPK Government's budget for environment and 

forestry of the in 2015 was equal to the Federal Government 

budget for the same area and that of all the provinces 

combined; a signicant amount, which the KPK 

Government failed to use it in an effective manner and 

ended up in overutilization of the budget which had an 

adverse impact on the KPK economy. 

The KPK Government's recent initiative of the “Green 

Agenda” is an effort for achieving the SDGs by forming a 

cabinet committee on the green growth which is the green 

growth task force that includes experts from various elds 

such as energy, wildlife, national parks, etc. This effort 

intends to involve the political party in a practical manner to 

ensure environmental sustainability in the province. 

The KPK Government has been exploring the green growth 

targets and now three projects are working in KPK with 

aspects to green growth i.e. billion tree tsunami, national 

parks and clean energy.

Ms Rabia Manzoor, Research Associate at SDPI, described 

the shortcomings of the MDGs in Pakistan and listed 

recommendations for achieving the SDGs. She said that 

there are many reasons behind the failure of the MDGs in 

Pakistan but some key factors that could be highlighted are 

as follows:

 Poor/weak governance was one of the biggest 

constraints in achieving the targets of MDGs;

 Issues of accountability, transparency and corruption 

were identied as core governance problems at different 

levels in the public sector;

 Lack of dedication of institutions for the MDGs at the 

federal as well as provincial levels also slowed down the 

monitoring and reporting mechanisms; and, 

 Provincial performance on “majority of indicators” 

remained off-track due to lack of nancial resources and 

mismanagement. For instance, in the province of 

Balochistan, the delay in receiving funds caused major 

problems in completing development projects on time. 
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Stressing on achieving the SDGs Ms Manzoor said that they 

are more comprehensive than the MDGs because they cover 

a wide set of issues. Emphasizing on progress towards 

achieving the SDGs, SDPI identied some challenges for 

implementing the SDGs in Pakistan in terms of governance 

related to inter-sectoral coordination, accountability and 

transparency, as well as nancial constraints in developing a 

r e a l i s t i c  p l a n  o f  a c t i o n .  T h e  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d 

recommendations are given below:

 For SDGs, the Federal Government has shown political 

and institutional commitment by organizing series of 

seminars, workshops and high-level meetings with 

provincial governments;

 The major area of concern is the availability of adequate 

resources both by the government and international 

donor agencies. 

 For SDGs, the methodological framework should be 

designed to monitor the impact of intervention with the 

focus on documentation and dissemination.

 The dominant emphasis in the SDGs' implementation is 

the need for research on 'the political economy of 

development' and concentrating on incentives and 

resource allocation across social sectors.

 The government could particularly focus on improving 

or reforming bureaucratic capability through collective 

action, especially through the local governments. 

This session discussed the role of Community Driven 
Development (CDD) approach in conict areas in which 

government has remained dormant. It focused on how 
community can play a role in improving livelihoods of 

Session C-4: 
SLRC Session 6:  Community Driven Development and Social Protection in Conicts

Chair: Dr Ashfaque Hasan Khan, Dean, Na�onal University of Science and Technology, Islamabad, Pakistan

Moderator: Dr Paul Harvey, Research Director, Secure Livelihoods Research Consor�um, London, UK

Panel Organisers: Secure Livelihoods Research Consor�um (SLRC), London, UK; and, Sustainable Development Policy Ins�tute 

(SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan

Speakers:

1. Dr Anita Ghimire, Swiss Na�onal Center of Competence in Research, North-South

Regional Co-ordina�on Office, Nepal

2. Ms Sony KC, Researcher, SLRC Nepal, PhD Researcher, Kathmandu University; and Visi�ng Associate, Nepal Center for 

Contemporary Research (NCCR), Kathmandu, Nepal
3. Mr Yashodan Ghorpade, Economist, The World Bank

Report by: Ghamz E Ali Siyal, Sustainable Development Policy Ins�tute (SDPI), Islamabad



people affected by conict; and, the role of social protection 
in conict zones. 

Dr Paul Harvey Research Director, Secure Livelihoods 
Research Consortium, London, UK,  started the session by 
inviting Dr Anita Ghimire from Swiss National Center of 
Competence in Research, North-South Regional Co-
ordination Ofce, Nepal, for presenting her study on 
“Talking the Challenge: Building Capacity of Local Actors in 
Conict Situations”. 

Dr Anita Ghimire's study featured the Community Driven 
Development (CDD) model and Poverty Alleviation Fund 
(PAF) in conict areas of Nepal. Dr Ghimire said that one of 
the big challenges was to establish PM's ofce PAF during 
Maoist conict with an objective of increasing state reach in 
conict areas through NGOs. This was achieved by setting 
up marginalized group of 15 to 18 people and providing 
them proposals for their group savings and investing funds 
of PAF. She said that the PAF has empowered marginalized 
groups by providing institutional support, building their 
livelihoods, improving social cohesion, and capacity 
building and services delivery. She continued that the CDD 
model can be effective where state cannot reach directly to 
the conict areas where the local people fought against 
insurgents, and NGOs negotiated with local and national 
cadre insurgents by using social /family ties. She opined 
that it also leads to improvement in infrastructure and 
livelihood of overall community. Dr Ghimire concluded by 
sharing the lessons learnt, i.e. the CDD approach needed 
improvement in management and monitoring issues, and 
post conict relations of CDD and state should be planned 
properly to integrate in a better way to have policy 
coordination.

Dr Ashfaque H. Khan, Dean, National University of Science 
and Technology, Islamabad, presiding as the Chair of the 
session invited the next speaker to present her study.

Ms Sony KC,  PhD Researcher  f rom Center  for 
Contemporary Research (NCCR) Nepal, presented her 
study titled 'The Old Age Allowance (OAA) and Perceptions 
of the State in Rolpa District of Nepal'. She described 
importance of old age social protection that is based on 
institutionalizing public support for older people, reducing 
old-age poverty and insecurity and promoting social 
inclusion. She said that in Nepal, 2.1 million people are 
senior citizens who are at the age of 60 or above, which 
makes up 8% of the total population of the country while 
over 80% of old-age individuals receive pensions from the 
government. Ms KC said that Nepal is one of 21 countries 
which has introduced national policies for the older people 
but the system is not transparent. She said that under the 
programme, the Government has provided Rs 2000 per 
month in the form of old age allowance but the majority of 
the beneciaries spend that money on food. She explained 
that the major ndings of her research on OAA were that the 
registration process was easy and clear but people were 
willing to receive the monthly payments rather than 
quarterly. The latter however, posed difculties for the 
elderly as traveling is a challenge for the senior citizens. She 
said that the recipients wished for community wise 
distribution and a citizen's charter. She concluded by 
recommending that for this programme's outreach, there 
should be volunteers for information sharing  like media 
and FM channels for distributing old age allowances.

Mr Yashodhan Ghorpade, PhD Scholar and Economist, The 
World Bank, presented his study on “Calamity, Conict and 
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Cash Transfer: How Violence affects access to Aid in 
Pakistan”. He initiated his presentation by explaining the 
background of social protection in Pakistan in context of 
objectives in the conict areas. The conict issue has 
remained well under observation of international 
communities. He said that Pakistan has faced several 
violence and conict situations. The social protection 
provided in Pakistan has remained more linked towards 
political objectives like wining hearts and minds of people 
affected by conicts.  He compared the income support 
programme like Benazir Income Support Program (BISP) 
and Watan Card in Pakistan. He elaborated upon different 
sources of data collection and econometrics techniques used 
in the methodology of his study. He concluded that conict 
reduces access to cash transfer; presence of Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP) linked groups lowered access to aid 
which affected development programmes in those areas. He 
said that his study also revealed that the existence of Taliban 
is more likely in those conict areas where girls' enrolment 
ratio is low. Finally, he stressed that there is a need to 
understand the ability of income support programmes in 
these areas, and a need to carryout conict-sensitive 
analyses to inform development policies operations and 
implementations in conict-affected areas. 

Dr. Ashafque Hassan initiated the question-answer session 
after completion of the speakers' presentations. First 
question was asked from Dr Anita Ghimire as to how the 
community actually negotiated well with Mao's activists 
when similar negotiations with armed groups have 
remained difcult in Pakistan.  She answered that CDD 

approach was successful because it was led by the 
community and was not fully owned by the state. Therefore 
armed groups easily negotiated with communities. 

Second question asked from Mr Yashodhan Ghorpade 
pertained to the data used in his study which was taken from 
newspapers, and which may be biased, thus not 
representing actual facts or gures. He replied that it is 
always difcult to nd exact number but the data provided 
the trends about the issue and enabled him to do analysis. 

Third question was directed to Ms Sony KC whether she 
found any malpractices in distribution of OAA? She 
answered that malpractices like corruption existed in OAA 
distribution. She explained those malpractices as “Ghost 
money, money which went vain without beneting its real 
beneciaries”. She quoted an example of a case led against 
one minister who was involved in corruption. She also 
explained that the major reason behind malpractices was 
lack of awareness of people about this programme and that 
majority of the people are not aware of banking system 
mechanism. 

Dr Ashafque Hassan, chair of the session, concluded by 
saying that the livelihoods of people are affected negatively 
in conict areas. It is difcult to reduce issues of community 
in conict zones of Pakistan. Similarly, income support 
programmes are still questionable in Pakistan because 
identifying the right person for aid is a very complex issue 
and therefore, monitoring beneciary improvement should 
be brought under observation.  
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Session C-5: 
Pakistan Food Security and Nutrition Strategic Review: Preliminary Findings

Chair: Dr Abid Q. Suleri, Execu�ve Director, Sustainable Development Policy Ins�tute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan

Moderator: Mr Shakeel Ahmed Ramay, Sustainable Development Policy Ins�tute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan

Opening Remarks: Mr Stephen Gluning, Ac�ng Country Director, World Food Programme, Pakistan

Discussant: Dr Nomeena Anis, Nutri�onist and Gender Focal Person, Food and Agriculture Organiza�on of the United Na�ons, 
Islamabad, Pakistan

Speakers:

1. Dr Stephen Davies, Senior Research Fellow and Program Leader, IFPRI Pakistan Agricultural Capacity Enhancement Program, 
Interna�onal Food Policy Research Ins�tute (IFPRI), Islamabad, Pakistan

2. Dr Shujaat Zaidi, Senior Social Scien�st (Research), Division of Women and Child Health, Agha Khan University, Karachi, 
Pakistan 

Panel Organisers: Interna�onal Food Policy Research Ins�tute (IFPRI), Islamabad, Pakistan; Aga Khan University, Karachi, Pakistan; 
and Ms Rabia Manzoor, Sustainable Development Policy Ins�tute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan 

Report by: Sebas�an Gollnow, Sustainable Development Policy Ins�tute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan

The session on “Pakistan Food Security and Nutrition 
Strategic Review: Preliminary Findings” jointly organized 
by International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI), 
Islamabad, Pakistan; Aga Khan University, Karachi, 

Pakistan; and  Sustainable Development Policy Institute 
(SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan, featured a review of the World 
Food Programme's food security and nutrition strategic 
review. Preliminary results of the review were presented at 
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this session.

Food security and nutrition remain central areas of focus of 
by the Government and all humanitarian and development 
partners in Pakistan. To identify key challenges faced by the 
country in achieving food security, improved nutrition and 
provide prioritised areas for action, a Food Security and 
Nutrition Strategic Review is currently being carried out in 
Pakistan.

This Strategic Review is an independent analytical exercise 
undertaken through a consultative and inclusive process, 
involving relevant stakeholders at national and sub-national 
levels in all areas of the country, under the facilitation of a 
strategic review research team composed of the 
International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) and the 
Aga Khan University (AKU).

Based on the inputs from this consultative process and the 
review of the relevant literature, the strategic review 
research team prepared a summary of preliminary ndings, 
which were presented to the audience and received initial 
feedback. 

Dr. Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive Director, Sustainable 
Development Policy Institute (SDPI) Islamabad, while 
chairing the session said that the study on food security and 
nutrition strategic review identies the key challenges faced 
by Pakistan in achieving food security and nutrition 
situation in all areas of the country. Food security remains a 
signicant concern in Pakistan, mainly because of economic 
access and poor food utilisation for many households, 
particularly those from the poor segments of society. He said 
that food security is a multidimensional problem and the 
solution also requires a trans-disciplinary approach. He 
reected that he wished to see a hunger-free future of the 
country. 

Mr Stephen Gluning, Acting Country Director, WFP,  
stressed on the importance of the strategic review in the light 
of WFP's strategic plan as well as the SDGs while giving 
opening remarks at the session. The strategic review of 
Pakistan's food security and nutrition strategic review is of 
high importance for the WFP to align strategic priorities 
with the government plans. The strategic review process is 
set to take place on national as well provincial level. The SDC 
forum was identied as a suitable event used to present 
preliminary ndings.

Dr Stephen Davies, Program Leader at IFPRI Pakistan 
presented the preliminary ndings of the review. The 
objectives of the review were, to provide advice to the 
government of Pakistan on the acceleration of progress 
towards eliminating food insecurity and malnutrition; 
inform planning and programmatic priorities of UN 
partners; and enhance engagement of the UN agencies with 
national and provincial governments on food security and 
nutrition. Dr Davies highlighted the signicant association 
between the healthy diet and good health.

Dr Davies further shared the nutritional status of Pakistan's 
districts and rural versus urban population. He said that the 
nutritional status of the rural population is generally better 
than that of the urban populations. Farmers have a better 
nutritional status than the non-farmers. Stunting was 
identied as a substantial issue in all districts. Over 40% of 
children are suffering from stunting in all provinces and 
IFPRI identied that stunting has been increasing 
continuously during the last decades. Most children are not 
breastfed till the age of four months, due to which 
substantial differences were observed in the districts. The 
percentage of children breastfed up to four months varied 
substantially between the districts (KPK 47%, Punjab and 
Sindh <10%). The lack of sanitation facilities was also 
identied as a major problem  particularly in rural areas 
where only 46% of the population has access to sanitation 



facilities.

It was emphasised that insufcient food status is also very 
much linked to food prices. Unfortunately, poor households 
suffer from high food prices. Food policy strategies must 
account for under nutrition caused by price volatility.

The review also looked at the support programmes such as 
the Benazir Income Support Programme (BISP) and its 
positive impact on the reduction in poverty and 
malnutrition. The review identied a general lack of 
coordination between programmes.

The review further looked at how food is produced and the 
challenges faced by farmers. Some of the challenges are that 
farms are getting smaller; 65% of farmers have area smaller 
than ve acres. The production models as well as 
government policies on farming in Pakistan must change to 
increase production as well as efciency. Research and 
development budgets to advance technology uptake in 
agriculture are extremely low in the country as compared to 
the other South Asian countries. 

Some policies were identied that had a substantial negative 
impact on food prices, such as the wheat price support 
programme. This programme keeps the price of wheat 
articially above the market price. Only few large famers can 
participate and prot from the programme while poor 
households suffer from high wheat prices.

Gender inequality was identied as a substantial issue that 
requires to be addressed to increase food security and 
agricultural productivity. Women being closer to family 
dietary decisions can enhance both more diversied 
production and dietary diversity. The role of female workers 
in agriculture has to be recognised and women's access to 
resources has to be improved.

The session identied the following gaps to achieve food 
security:-

 Encouraging inclusive economic growth, small 
commercial famers have to be considered;

 The female role in agriculture needs to be considered;

 An increase in social protection is needed for the medium 
term;

 Existing programmes need coordination;

 Agricultural production needs to be improved; 
technology uptake needs to be enhanced;

 Limited potential of agricultural inputs like tube-wells, 
tractors, fertilizer, pesticide and planting material;

 Water resources scarcity, including lack of investment in 
irrigation infrastructure, little focus on surface water 
harvesting and recharge, etc.; 

 High post-harvest losses due to weak infrastructure, and 
lack of value chain services and awareness;

 Low productivity of livestock, overgrazing of 
communal/range lands;

 More funds spent on subsidies than on developing a 
modern, inclusive agriculture.

Following Dr Stephen Davies presentation, Dr Nomeena 
Anis emphasised on the importance of breast feeding. She 
opined that the culture of bottle feeding has adverse effects 
on a woman's health as breast feeding is a natural way for a 
woman to protect herself from breast cancer. She said that 
there is a need to create awareness on pre and post 
pregnancy issues and such cases should be handled 
seriously.
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While explaining the background of COP21, Dr Imran 
Khalid from the Sustainable Development Policy Institute 
highlighted the importance of avenues of regional 
cooperation in South Asia in the light of Paris Agreement 
(Conference of Parties 21 or COP 21) on climate change). He 
discussed the need for Track 2 dialogue between India and 
Pakistan in order to ensure sustainable progress mentioned 
under United Nation's Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). He recommended that integrated water resource 
management approach is crucial for both the countries 
because of the water scarcity issues resulted due to climate 
change. For this, water resource management should be 
mainstreamed in local management and regional drought 
monitoring systems should be developed. He further 
stressed that energy security needs to be ensured in order to 

make climate resilient development and for this we should 
utilise solar and wind power potentials to the fullest in the 
region. 

Furthermore, Dr Khalid suggested that there is a need for 
incorporating disaster risk management at all state level 
policies and plans, which should be implemented in 
collaboration with local communities. For that Sendai 
Framework should be integrated in National Disaster 
Management Policies. He concluded his presentation by 
proposing that we should develop early warning systems in 
order to facilitate timely access to public data and to achieve 
this, people to people interaction including youth, 
journalists, local governments, research institutions, private 
sector and civil society should collaborate to foster peace. 

Session C-6: 
Regional Cooperation in Light of the Paris Climate Agreement

Podium Discussion

Chair:  Dr Tariq Banuri, University of Utah, USA

Special Comments: Mr Nisar Memon, Former Minister of Informa�on and Broadcas�ng, Government of Pakistan; and, Ambassador 
Shafqat Kakakhel, Chairperson, SDPI Board of Governors, Islamabad, Pakistan

Discussant: Mr Naseer Gillani, Planning Commission of Pakistan, Islamabad, Pakistan

Panel Organisers: Dr Imran Khalid and Mr Ahmed Awais Khaver Sustainable Development Policy Ins�tute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan; 
and, Ms Mome Saleem, Heinrich Boell S��ung, Islamabad, Pakistan

Speakers:

1. Dr Imran Khalid, Sustainable Development Policy Ins�tute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan Presenta�on

2. Mr Sanjay Vashist, Climate Ac�on Network South Asia,  India

3. (via skype)

4. Mr Syed Mahmood Nasir, Inspector General of Forests, Ministry of Climate Change, Government of Pakistan

5. Ms Nazima Shaheen, Ac�on Aid Pakistan, Islamabad, Pakistan

6. Mr Shakeel Ramay, Sustainable Development Policy Ins�tute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan

Report by:  Zainab Naeem, Fa�ma Jinnah Women University, Rawalpindi, Islamabad
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Mr Nisar Memon, former Minister of Information and 
Broadcasting, while speaking about climate change 
resilience, said that climate change mitigation is the key for 
achieving sustainable development. He stressed that 
regional cooperation is a complete cycle which starts from 
national level cooperation to regional and nally leads to 
international level cooperation. He said that human security 
is our major issue and if our environmental resources are not 
secured, we cannot maintain human security on this planet. 
He highlighted the threats associated with climate change 
and said that increase in the level of carbon dioxide is the 
root cause of this issue. Pakistan though not a contributor of 
CO  yet it is most affected by the CO  contributed by other 2 2

countries. While highlighting the importance of glaciers, Mr 
Memon said that glaciers of Pakistan are not only national 
but global assets and military activities in Siachen by both 
India and Pakistan are causing the receding of this glacier at 
a very fast rate. Therefore, he proposed that we should be the 
one to remove armaments and halt our military activities so 
that the events such as glacial lake outbursts can be avoided. 
He further proposed that the way forward should include 
not only people centric but next generation centric 
approaches, agendas and strategies. He said that there is a 
need to make government documents available to public so 
that we can devise people centric implementation strategies. 
He concluded by suggesting that we should move from 
conferences to campaigns to address climate change 
challenges and thus focus on 3Cs: conference, campaigns 
collective movements.

Mr Sanjay Vashist while talking via Skype highlighted the 
importance of glaciers and regional cooperation and said 
that disasters have become a common event in South Asia 
due to climate change and the most affected ones are poor 
and vulnerable who have the least resources in their hold. 
He said that the developed countries have more coping 
capabilities but they are the contributors of climate change. 
He lamented that we are facing a situation where our 
regional water resources have evaporated and we need to 
develop strategies to ensure regional cooperation. He talked 

about the launch of climate change mitigation study in South 
Asia by Heinrich Boell Stiftung (HBS). Talking about 
Marrakech Agreement, he said that the one issue that is 
being ignored is the cutting down of emissions pre 2020 
because developed nations are not ready to do so. Therefore, 
he recommended developing more stringent policies and 
implementing strategies to mitigate climate change and for 
this there is a need to immediately initiate a dialogue for 
regional cooperation.

Speaking about Track 2 dialogue, Mr Shakeel Ahmed Ramay 
said that we have not moved forward because we do not 
focus on policies from research perspective. He 
recommended that we need to engage relevant stakeholders 
and involve private sectors in policy making for mitigating 
climate change because they are the real players. For track 2 
policies and regional cooperation, we need to bring business 
hub to desk and so implementation of SDGs is very 
important for implementing research based solutions. 

Ambassador Shafqat Kakakhel explained the background 
of the Paris Agreement and continued by saying that due to 
cancellation of SAARC Summit 2016 in Pakistan, results 
have been very unsatisfactory as regional cooperation was 
ignored. He suggested that cooperation in areas such as 
water and food security can be achieved through networks 
of scientic cooperation in the region. He further proposed 
that civil society coalition needs to be strengthened at the 
ministerial and local level.

Ms Nazima Shaheen from the Action Aid Pakistan, while 
talking about COP 22, said that she witnessed lack of 
technicalities in the Marrakech Agreement. She said that 
hopes were high before COP22 but it was disappointing 
because it was more of a theoretical approach rather than a 
practical one. She pointed out that the US elections were one 
of the reasons behind the failure of COP22 because US 
regional cooperation approach is not a peace-building ideal 
rather a pragmatic strategy to address challenges. She 
suggested that we should adopt people centric approach 
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and shift towards renewable energy. Ms Shaheen further 
suggested that we need to involve relevant stakeholders to 
establish interactive knowledge platforms in order to 
address the issue of climate change. She continued that we 
need to specify the sectors and the connection between those 
sectors to ensure regional cooperation. She concluded by 
proposing that there is a need to strengthen the regional 
cooperation institutions such as SAARC and resilience 
approach need to be holistic.

Syed Mahmood Nasir explained the background of Paris 
Agreement and recommended that we should monitor 
climate change by observing the behaviour of natural 
messengers such as migratory birds and nomadic people. 
He stressed that issues such as food security and water 
scarcity should be addressed by keeping not only humans 
but animals in mind as well. 

Mr Naseer Gillani recommended enhancing regional 
cooperation and said that climate change is very uncertain 
therefore, there is a need to improve our policy making. He 
suggested focusing on improving technologies at the 
regional level which involves climate change monitoring. 

Dr Tariq Banuri from the University of Utah, USA, while 
chairing the session moderated the question and answer 
session which involved several questions from the 
audiences such as what could be the post Trump scenario 
with reference to the impacts of climate change and will USA 
withdraw from Paris Agreement? It was answered by Mr 
Sanjay Vashist that Trump is under pressure because of local 
and regional stakeholders who will not let him withdraw 
from this Agreement. Dr Tariq Banuri while concluding the 
session stressed upon regional cooperation.

Question-and-Answer Session:

Q.1) What will be the effects of Climate Change Policy on 
River Indus as announced by the Prime Minister in 
2013?

Ans.) Mr Nisar Memon replied that politics needs to be 
kept out of our debate. He said that in his capacity as 
the head, he never allowed cutting of trees close to 
the river bank but the same cannot be said about the 
current Government and its policies.

Q.2) Why are we investing in coal projects when glaciers 
are melting?

Ans.) Mr. Nisar Memon replied that again it is a very 
political question but he hoped that Pakistan's 
contributions to coal were and will be very less in 
the future as well despite the investments.

Q.5) Trump termed climate change as a hoax. What 

implications will his statement have on global 
security?

Ans.) Mr Sanjay Vshist responded that Trump's 
statements usually change and merely words 
cannot have impacts on global security.

Q.6) Please comment on research priorities of the Higher 
Education Commission of Pakistan who prefer 
institutes which can give solutions within 2-3 years. 
However, phenomenon such as climate change is so 
vast that it cannot be solved within 2-3 years.

Ans.) Syed Mahmood Nasir responded that this is a very 
relevant concern. A lot still needs to be done in the 
eld of climate change mitigation strategies. 
Funding is available but we should prefer policy 
based research and universities need to be 
encouraged in this context.

Q.7) How can we hold government institutions 
accountable for illegally cutting down of trees from 
the green belts in Islamabad?

Ans.) Dr Tariq Banuri responded that the civil society 
needs to get more active and organized in terms of 
environmental issues and they can hold institutions 
accountable through campaigning.

Q.9) China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) passes 
through fragile ecological zones. The Government 
is not concerned about Environmental Impact 
Assessments and everything is being compromised 
in the name of CPEC. Why?

Ans.) Mr Nisar Memon responded to it by saying that the 
CPEC is very wide. It has many other projects which 
can prove benecial to our environment and it will 
have an immediate pay back so that our 
environmental loss will be compensated soon.



This session at the SDC was part of an on-going project being 
conducted by SDPI with the Center for International Private 
Enterprise (CIPE). The main aim of the session was to 
address the issues faced by the private sector and the ways in 
which the gap between the Government and private sector 
can be lled using a structured dialogue.  

Dr Vaqar Ahmed explained the signicance of the project, 
the structured public-private dialogue (PPD) and the 
relevance this topic poses to Pakistan. He brought to the 
table several issues faced by the business community which 
can be resolved through effective PPD. He raised the 
concerns over non-reactive attitude of the business council 
especially with regard to the business facilitation needs. He 
dened a causality of this lack of facilitation towards the 
business community with the decline in exports. 

Mr Hammad Siddiqui introduced the CIPE as a US Chamber 
of Commerce non-prot organization. After initial 
greetings, introductions and gratitude, he explained the 
reason for which it is necessary to have PPD. He further 
stated that, all over the world, the governments are opening 
up and accepting recommendations from private sector and 

there is an increased tendency of private sector interaction 
with the government. This panel was designed to analyse 
the situation and nd ways in which we can improve the 
public-private dialogue. 

Dr Khakkan Najeeb presented the Government's point of 
view on the situation. He presented some examples of the 
successful dialogues that have been carried out by the 
government e.g. the NGO sector, International Monitory 
Fund (IMF) resulting in completion of their programme. He 
was of the view that Pakistan is being considered as one of 
the emerging economies in the respected international 
journal. The gap in a top-bottom approach for downward 
delegation of this economic growth is challenging. There is a 
need for a policy level intervention to carry the impact to the 
lowest level of society. The Government is undergoing PPD 
at several forums for the upcoming budget both at chamber 
and individual levels. There are several committees for 
economic advice on the matter which have representations 
from both public and private forums. He concluded by 
suggesting that there are some success stories with regard to 
PPD but there is a need for a proper feedback mechanism 
which this panel may propose.
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After the public sector point of view, Mr Majyd Aziz 
presented the side of the private sector. He mentioned PPD 
as a formidable tool for economic development. He linked 
the success of the PPD with the will of the government. The 
private sector, according to him, has only a persuasive and 
demanding part in this relationship. He identied a need for 
a paradigm shift and an objective oriented approach for 
conducting the PPD. A well-dened consultative process is 
needed in order to ensure that government has a dialogue 
with the private sector with aid from chambers, media and 
research institutions like SDPI. In Pakistan, we have failed to 
ensure the proper channels required to conduct and 
optimize the PPD process. Both the government and the 
private sector need to emerge out of their comfort zone and 
work towards development of a system to ensure the PPD is 
successfully administered. However, the panel agreed there 
is a need for a change in mindset of both the business 
community and the government. 

The Chair of the session, Mr Rana Muhammad Afzal Khan, 
said that while there is a demand from the government 
sector to engage the business community, same is 
demanded by the business community. We need a 4-tier 
dialogue process involving the political representatives, the 
bureaucracy, the business community and the think tanks 
such as SDPI to get things moving in a positive direction and 
achieving the full potential of the PPD.  He said that while 
the Government is willing to go for transparency, the civil 
service structure is creating hurdles in the way by not having 
the right men for the right job. That is the reason for the 
Government not being able to deliver and hence, the 
frustration of the business community is justied. In 2013 the 
Government set up some priorities for the general 
improvement like energy sector interventions, and counter-
extremism measures which are worth-while. He stressed the 
need for involvement of business associations and the 
capacity building in all forms of life. 

Engr M. A. Jabbar stated that PPD is a way to ensure 
economic development and check macro-economic 
performance. He presented some success stories with regard 
to the PPD like the board of directors of several public sector 
organizations and universities are from private sector. But 
there is political interference and regulatory bodies are 
playing a very negative role in putting the things together. 
The weakness with regard to public sector can be traced back 
to the lack of interest of the Pakistani government in research 
and development of ideas. He identied that the service 
delivery of the Government is not up to the mark, the private 
sector can be brought in for effective service delivery. The 
Government also needs to take the demands which come in 
from the business community individuals and associations 
for their incorporation into the federal and provincial 
budgets. 

In order to get a viewpoint from the international 
development partners, Ms Sarwat Aftab from the World 
Bank was invited to join the panel. She said that the World 
Bank has been working on the entire spectrum of PPD from 

than international perspective. Pakistan ranks 144  in the cost 
of doing business but there is good performance indicator as 
well. She also stressed upon the need for effective data from 
the private sector and make this data public to ensure that 
there is effective working on business and economic 
research as well as the need for a one window operation by 
Federal Board of Revenue. She also highlighted that all 
government functions which form interfaces with the 
business community to perform in an organized way and 
have a facilitating environment and behaviour. There is also 
a need for the Ministry of Finance to have public data 
available on strategy to improve the cost and ease of doing 
business indicators. She informed the forum regarding 
multi-tier committees with participation from both public 
and private sector including National Finance Inclusion 
Council as tier-1 chaired by the Finance Minister, Financial 
Strategy Committee tier-2 chaired by Governor State Bank of 



Pakistan and several technical committees as tier-3 present 
at Federal Board of Revenue, Securities & Exchange 
Commission of Pakistan and other government institutions. 
All of these committees are functioning actively. 

Mr Ali Khizer talked from the point of view of independent 
research and media. There is a problem with both public and 
private sector regarding openness and cohesion with regard 
to PPD, he sated. In almost all meetings of public private 
forums, one can see a lot of ad-hoc approach and zero 
follow-up. Hence there is a need for a structured and 
continuous dialogue between the public and private sector. 
There are a lot of private sector associations and forums but 
there is never a talk of collective good. The Government 
should intervene and strengthen and structure the 
Chambers of Commerce and Industries, he stressed. There is 
a need for both the public and private sector to present and 
reect the national interest at all levels. The Ministry of 
Finance has indication of supply side issues faced by the 
Government. There is also a need to share relevant data and 
policy level research from both the sides in order to fully 
capitalize the potential of PPD. It is highly recommended 
that there should be a one window communication from 

both the parties and they should work towards national 
interest letting go of their individual benets and ego, 
recommended Mr Khizer. 

In the discussion session, the moderator highlighted the 
need for improvement in public hearing system at the 
Pakistani Parliament. All the select parliamentary 
committees are mainly chaired and run by members from 
the political party in power. There is a need for bi-party 
approach in order to inculcate multi stakeholder 
engagement. There should be a focus on job creation, 
reduction of black economy and accountability. The private 
sector representatives raised concern regarding 
Government's focus on imports rather than exports. They 
also stressed the double taxation issue over-burdening the 
business community thereby discouraging exports. Without 
reducing the cost of doing business in Pakistan, CPEC will 
only create false articial competition damaging the already 
wounded business community of Pakistan. 

The chair, Mr Rana Muhammad Afzal Khan, explained that 
the Government aids development by creation of 
employment through strategically selected projects. It oats 
ideas to bring in additional domestic and foreign investment 
as well as provides the opportunity for investors to enhance 
the employment situation in the country. Due to lack of skills 
of the local manpower, intervention to automate several 
public and private sector ventures is a cause of 
unemployment. He also pointed out the need for the 
identication of people involved in tax theft. 

He concluded that the public-private dialogue is a very 
important tool for sustainable development. With proper 
research, planning and participation from the political 
representatives, bureaucracy, business community, 
academia, media and the independent think tanks like SDPI, 
the PPD can become a very signicant driving force for 
ensuring sustainable development in Pakistan.
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The session started with the screening of a documentary 
prepared by Sustainable Development Policy Institute's 
SDTV that featured the effects of 2009 military operation and 
2010 oods on the livelihoods, institutions, infrastructure 
and lives of the people of Swat and Dir in the Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa province of Pakistan. It gave insights on the 
role of foreign aid, NGOs and will of the local community 
towards peace-building, recovering and modication of 
social institutions and restoring livelihood.

Engr Miangul Adnan Aurangzeb chaired the session. After 
the documentary presentation, Engr Aurangzeb paid a 
tribute to the people of Swat for their efforts in restoring 

peace in the area. He then welcomed the rst speaker of the 
session, Mr Richard Mallett, to present his paper “On the 
'Blind Spots' of Capacity Building: Evidence and Lessons 
from Sierra Leone's Health Sector”.

Mr Richard Mallett started his presentation by explaining 
the two phases of research in Sierra Leone. The rst was the 
prevention of malnutrition and the kind of support being 
provided by national aid; and the second was teenage 
pregnancy. The case study approach explored how capacity 
building carried out in the health sector of Sierra Leone, 
which was considered one of the worst ones in the world in 
2002 after the civil war. Mr Mallet said that in the last fteen 
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years there has been some improvement in this sector due to 
external investments worth USD 360 million. Regardless of 
these improvements, Sierra Leone still has low life 
expectancy and infant child mortality rate and some of the 
highest maternal mortality rates in the world, along with the 
recent Ebola crises. Mr Mallet highlighted some pre-existing 
problems like shortage of trained health workers; lack of 
citizens' trust in the health care system and weak link among 
the various systems. The work that has been done in terms of 
engagement in the last fteen years is restoration of basic 
health care, piecemeal project oriented approach for the 
rehabilitation of the health sector, limited system 
strengthening like less practice of pay role systems and 
attendance monitoring etc., strengthening of the technical 
expertise of the individuals (health manager and health 
staff) and organizations (hospitals, clinics and ministry). He 
stressed that one nds a lot of investment on the provision of 
supplies and equipment with a major focus on technical 
training. In addition to these, new organizations and 
structures at the local level are present to tackle problems 
like malnutrition at local as well as at the national levels, 
through community based interventions, such as mother to 
mother support groups.  

Mr Mallet said that in the last fteen years a lot of investment 
and capacity building have been carried out to improve 
resource, skills and knowledge at individual and as well as 
organizational level. By focusing only on certain aspects of 
capacity building, one is left with a series of blind spots. 
Many of these refer to a failure to grasp the systematic nature 
of the capacity building. The blind spots of capacity building 
are:

 It ignores the complexity of seemingly simple 
interventions; 

 It depersonalizes the state; and, 

 It assumes how things ought to work rather than 
how they actually do. 

Mr Mallet concluded his presentation by proposing the 
following policy recommendations: 1) there is a need for 
smarter approach to capacity building; 2) capacity building 
needs to be designed in reorganization of what actually is 
possible in a particular setting; and, 3) there is a need for 
more experimentation for being able to implement ideas and 
interventions. 

Engr Aurangzeb, while chairing the session, added to Mr 
Richard Mallet's presentation that the second blind spot 
mentioned could be seen in Swat's perspective. He said that 
in Swat whether the capacity building is something that is 
not only quantied with the un-quantied part of the 

capacity building would be trust -- trust on each other and 
trust in the state. The state is the sole guarantor of life and 
property. Until the trust of the people is not re-established in 
the state, peace will be very far dream. 

Dr Mirza Jahani from Department for International 
Development (DFID), Afghanistan, explained ve 
challenges of capacity building:

1. Quality of training: Far too much supply driven 
trainings are being provided in the development 
world. Many of these training programmes are off-
the-shelf; they are not specic to the needs of what 
the people wants. Moreover, the quality of these 
training provided needs a lot to be designed 
/improved; 

2. Attrition: Excessive attrition from the training 
programme has been provided. He shared his 
personal experience of a teachers' training in 
Tanzania as an example where only 18% of teachers 
trained remained in their job three years after the 
project was completed; 

3. There is no critical mass in the trainings that were 
provided: In order to make a real change in the area 
of capacity building, one has to make sure that the 
combinat ion  o f  people  t ra ined  inc ludes 
representation from different levels of ministries or 
departments to make a difference; 

4. Political will for change has to be established right 
from the beginning. We some time push forward a 
programme to capacity building without any 
political will to change, then all the efforts, trainings 
are useless to bring change in the society; and, 

5. Resources and funding: change in the capacities and 
changes in the system can only be sustained if it 
follows through funding and resource allocation. 

 

In response to the question how to change the donor system, 
he said that it is a really big challenge because unfortunately 
the imperative for executing programmes and spending 
money drives lot of one's capacity building programmes, 
that is why they do not have their actual impact. But now 
there is increase in the recognition of country led capacity 
building programme. 

Dr Paul Harvey from Secure Livelihoods Research Consortium, 
London, UK, presented the ndings of the capacity building 
across the world SLRC is been doing in eight countries 
(Democratic Republic of Congo or DRC, Uganda, South 
Sudan, Sierra Leone, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Sri Lanka and 
Nepal). Dr Harvey started his discussion by highlighting the 
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signicance and issues pertaining to capacity building. He 
said that capacity building is a central premise of much of 
aid interventions in the conict areas. An empirical gap was 
discovered in literature, he pointed out. His study revealed 
that capacity building is really narrow, often very limited to 
training and too often focused on the individuals. 
Fundamentally, capacity building is deeply problematic in 
terms of its language and has a patronizing attitude.

Dr Harvey continued that in the given repeated failure of the 
capacity building, there is a need to try something different. 
There is a need to build more varied capacity development 
activities that engage systems, as well as individual and 
organizational levels of capacity. These activities need to 
target political, incentive and organisational/management 
constraints, as much as knowledge and resource constraints. 
He added that there is a need to move away from training 
and provision of resources, towards more exible 
engagements that aim to facilitate a political process and  
adopt such approaches that centre on facilitation, brokering 
and iterative problem-solving. At the end of session, Dr 
Harvey recommended that the local government needs to 
develop a 'code of conduct' and implement it strictly to avoid 
bureaucratic delays, political inuence on budget allocation 
and interference on inclusion process.

Mr Gopikesh Acharya presented the ndings of his study 
“Citizens' Engagement in Local Service Delivery and 
Governance: A Case Study of the LGCDP in Post-conict 
Nepal”. He started his presentation by highlighting the 
situation of Nepal during conict (1996-2006) period. He 
said that during the conict the rebel strategized to 
disconnect people from the state; and local body election has 
not been held in two decades. Conict has affected the 
process of budget allocation,  service provision, 
accountability, transparency in public service provision in 
local government. After the comprehensive peace 
agreement, the government of Nepal has introduced some 
new initiatives such as decentralization and inclusion; and, 
local  government and community development 
programme. Under the Local Governance and Community 
Development Programme (LGCDP), provision of all the 
basic services is channelized through the central 
government to the local government bodies.

Mr Acharya continued that the study addressed two main 
research questions, rst the effectiveness of LGCDP 
interventions in strengthening the capacity of the local 
government bodies to provide drinking water services 
(DWS) to the local people; and, second how did these 
interventions inuence community participation and 
citizens' empowerment more broadly? These questions have 
been addressed through assessing governance barrier, 
physical access, nancial access social barriers, participation 
in local governance and whether people's participation is 

valued or not (i.e. accountability). 

While concluding, Mr Acharya presented the way forward 
that there is a need to appoint skilled trainers to impart 
knowledge and skills for improved DWS services. He said 
that the local government needs to develop a 'code of 
conduct' and to implement them strictly to avoid 
bureaucratic delays and political inuence on budget 
allocation and interference on inclusion process. He said that 
the state-society relations need to be strengthened by 
responding to the community's concerns raised in social 
audits and public hearing; and, establishing an accountable 
and responsible institutional mechanism that monitors the 
performance of service provider.

Dr Abid Suleri explained the scope of the study which was 
conducted by SDPI. He said that the study looked at the role 
of local institutions, these institutions were norms, values 
and cultures, which can be both formal and informal. He 
said that the study focused on the type of formal and 
informal institutions present before conict, what happened 
to them during conict and were they able to reassemble 
themselves when the conict was over. Dr Suleri said that 
the most important thing which was found in KP, 
Pakthunwali were mutual cooperation, collective actions 
and respecting the dignity of the local community. Exclusion 
of women in decision-making was the only negative feature. 
He said that the jirga is also one of the important institutions 
of KP, which serves as a traditional mechanism of speedy 
justice provision, but during conicts these jirgas were 
replaced by the Qazi courts. He continued that peace or 
amman committees were also deemed as the modied form 
of jirga. 

Dr Suleri said the role of masjid and Imam is also very 
important as a local institution. He said that the study 
revealed the role of village development organizations 
helped in the local rehabilitation. He suggested that donors 
and aid agencies could intervene by taking two decisions, 
through short term measures by providing quick assistance; 
and, through long term measures for the rehabilitation they 
have to understand the key issues behind these institutions 
and devise their interventions on that basis. One needs to see 
how these institutions can be on the politically right side 
towards more gender assertive actions.

Engr Miangul Adnan Aurangzeb concluded the session by 
mentioning that it is difcult to merge the traditional jirga 
system with the western justice system. Focusing on the 
dynamics of jirga, he explained that in the earlier tribal 
system, each area of KP was locally governed according to 
their local traditions. The selection process of the people 
appointed to become part of jirga was very stringent. One 
had to go through a series of phases before he could qualify 
to sit in the jirga.
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Closing plenary started with a moment of silence for the 
victims of the PIA's plane crash that happened on 7 
December 2016 in which 48 lives were lost. 

Dr Abid Q. Suleri, Executive Director, Sustainable 
Development Policy Institute, said that it was an honour for 
SDPI to host more than 150 delegates among which almost 
50 were from 18 different countries. He thanked the SDPI 
team for organising the mega event. However, he 
highlighted that there were visa issues due to which there 
was less representation from the neighbouring country, 
India. 'We should promote the agenda of regional 
cooperation', he emphasized. 

Dr Abid Q. Suleri presented a summary of the panels which 
were held during the Conference that included sessions on 
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regional connectivity, economic development, post IMF 
programme, CPEC, energy crises, livelihood restoration in 
conict affected areas, disaster risk reduction, gender 
demography, climate change, community resilience, and 
religious minorities. 'We take sustainable development as a 
holistic phenomenon', he added. Each session aimed to 
address ways to connect to each other, with Sustainable 
Development Goals as the crosscutting theme. He said that 
the policy recommendations from the three days of 
conference will be shared with the Government. 

Dr Tariq Banuri, University of Utah, USA, presented the 
H.U. Beg Memorial lecture on 'Regional Cooperation and 
the Way Forward'. He said that there is a lot of pessimism 
about SAARC when it comes to relations between Pakistan 
and India. It is better to look at the historical perspective 
about what is going on and what we can expect to see in the 
future and draw lessons from the past to help us think about 
the way forward, he added. Historical perspective has 
philosophical and scientic approach. It is a useful 
methodology for thinking about future especially in difcult 
times to develop scenarios. He explained to the audience 
that scenarios are methodologies for understanding the 
present in order to be able to make choices for the future. It is 
a projection of the present trends into a future space in order 
to understand the present trends.

He said that three global scenarios have been developed, i.e. 
conventional world scenario, breakdown (fortress) scenario 
and great transition scenario, to envision how global system 
might unfold in future. Great transition scenario is 
projecting ahead a world which is harmonious and 
prosperous, he explained. Before the industrial revolution, 
people used mussels and re. After discovery of coal and oil, 
our lives were transformed and the entire world has 
changed now. He wondered how the society was like during 
the mussels and re age. Dr Banuri also explained that the 
great transition scenario talks about the value of solidarity, 
equity, prosperity, rights of people, right of freedom, etc.

While explaining the concept of conventional world 
scenario, Dr Banuri said that this concept says that the world 
in future would be like the world in the past. Policy makers 
are sympathetic because of political instability. They are 
supposing that energy bonanza would come to an end. 
Energy issue is going to get severe due to climate change and 
experts now believe that there would be no energy in the 
future. The only way to deal with it is to take a proactive 
approach. He said that fundamentalist response is 
emerging. Now people are picking up guns and think that 
the system is not going to protect them and they are trying to 
resolve issues themselves. So one group thinks this world is 
possible but other group thinks no 'I will do it myself'. We 
see division in society. People are trying to protect 
themselves. 

These are frameworks to understand the political 
movements around the world today, he said. Fortress 
scenario has been taken up by very strong leaders such as 
that of the United States of America and the United 
Kingdom. 

While discussing the importance of energy, he said that 
energy has created the prospects for un-needed growth. It 
was this permanent growth issues which created a 
possibility of cooperation. It made people realize that 
cooperation was better than conict. That is why slaves were 
freed. Colonies were freed. Human rights became the law of 
the land. That is also fading away. How should we respond 
to that is really the question.  

Dr Banuri emphasized the need to come up with human 
vision that is also sustainable. Tensions in South Asia are on 
the rise and we need to nd out ways for cooperation. We 
need to build solidarity, respect, dignity, freedom, equality, 
etc. he added.

He said that we need to work with the Government into 
making appropriate policies and institutions. We also need 
to build movement across borders for collaboration and 
SARRC is an important platform for that, he said. 

Mr Asad Umar, Member National Assembly (MNA), and 
Policy Head, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), said that we 
depend on each other in so many ways. He mentioned that 
peace action network started dialogues on regional 
collaboration. We signed memorandum of unity, for 
cooperation, with council of Indian industry. We thought 
that Pakistan's prosperity is linked with prosperity in its 
neighbours. He added that we should promote peace not 
only at the community level locally but with other countries 
as well. We believe in taking ideas and converting it into 
actions. We need to be tactical in approaching our strategic 
interests. We strongly believe in South Asian working 
relationship. He added that South Asia is the least integrated 
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region and with the largest number of people living below 
poverty. Some 27% of the GDP comes from the trading with 
other regions and only 1% comes from trading within the 
region. Good news is peace constituency in Pakistan is 
dominant. Politics of Pakistan rewards you for talking good 
about  bet ter  re la t ionships  and major i ty  of  the 
parliamentarians are in the favour of this. We need to 
strengthen the pro-peace constituency in other countries. 
Leadership is well connected with pro-peace communities 
across the border. Strategic elements need to be in place in 
order to promote peace in the region, he added. 

Emphasizing the need for revenue mobilization, he said that 
we cannot have peace without justice and for justice we need 
revenues and sustainable nancing for development. Unless 
we bring legitimacy and fairness, we will continue to 
struggle and most poor and vulnerable of the society will 
become the victim, he stressed. Talking about post-conict 
areas, he mentioned that the political action is missing and 
there exists weak political system at the gross root level. He 
said that the billions of dollars that came into Pakistan as aid 
for conict affected people were not spent on the vulnerable. 
He iterated on having specic policy interventions for areas 
like FATA. Moreover, on the issue of gender, he said that 
societal attitude needs to be changed and for this the role of 

institutes like the SDPI and other civil society actors is 
extremely important. 'Minority commission should be 
established at the earliest', he stressed. He also shared with 
the audience that the Constitution of Pakistan recognizes 
rights of everyone and it is time we follow the Constitution 
in letter and spirit. On a concluding note, he shared the need 
for inclusive cities where people are given equal 
opportunities and rights. 

Mr Zubair Ahmad Malik, Former President SAARC 
Chamber of Commerce and Industries, mentioned that the 

nd thday marked the 32  Charter Day of SAARC and 24  Charter 
Day of SAARC Chamber of Commerce and Industries. 
“Despite all the pessimistic things being portrayed about the 
SAARC region, this region is the region of opportunities and 
has huge potential”, he emphasized. He shared that SAARC 
makes one-fth of the world's population, 6.6% of the world 
GDP (PPP) and 25% of the world's youth. SAARC's economy 
is the fth largest in the world, covers 3% of the world area, 
and has potential to produce 350 GW hydro-electricity. He 
also mentioned the need to bring reforms and policy 
changes as 44% of its population lives in dire poverty. 
Highlighting the low participation of Indian speakers in the 
SDC, he said that the current political situation has reversed 
the progress made by the two countries in terms of regional 
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connectivity and bilateral relations. He emphasized on 
having a regional approach and overcoming barriers to 
make SAARC a thriving market. He called upon Pakistan's 
Government to play a role of facilitator in bringing all the 
countries in the region together. A common language is a 
major reason binding the region together and all other 
commonalities between the countries regarding economic 
setup and culture offer a major ground to move forward as a 
region.  

Mr Rana Muhammad Afzal, Member National Assembly, 
appreciated the efforts of SDPI team to pull off a huge event 
despite the on-going political disturbances between the two 
largest South Asian economies. He ensured that the 
recommendations coming out of this platform will be given 
due importance for policy improvements and budget 
allocations. He also stressed on improving bilateral relations 
with India as this region can only move forward with 
cooperation and teamwork. He said that imbalances in 
growth within the SAARC region should be reduced. This 
will stop the outow of human capital. Giving an example of 
on-going Kashmir issue, he said that we need to go beyond 
dialogues if we need peace in this region. 

A brief introduction to Pakistan Data Portal (PDP), an online 

data repository, was also given by Dr Abid Q. Suleri. This 
website provides real time data on the SDGs. It is 
continuously updated. It also gives spatial comparisons at 
district, provincial and national levels. It has more than 185 
data sets along with blogs. Dr Suleri thanked the PDP team 
for their untiring efforts.

During the vote of thanks, Ambassador Shafqat Kakakhel, 
Chairperson, SDPI Board of Governors, hoped that Indian 
participants will make it to the next SDC. He thanked the 
Pakistani and international participants for their 
participation, media for event coverage, hotel management 
for their cooperation and SDPI team for doing a great job of 
managing a huge event. 

At the conclusion of the H.U. Beg Memorial Plenary, SDPI's 
Lifetime Achievement Award was presented to Ms Fauzia 
Javed (late), former Manager Admin, SDPI, which was 
collected by her son and her grandchildren. The following 
publications were launched and presented to the speakers at 
the Closing Plenary:

 SDC-SAES Anthology 'Securing Peace and 
Prosperity'

 SDPI's Annual Report (2015—2016)
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Policy Recommendations: 
Nineteenth Sustainable Development Conference

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT: ENVISAGING THE FUTURE TOGETHER

Day 1: 

Concurrent Session A-1

Pakistan Macroeconomic Performance: Post-IMF Outlook
 There is  a  need to  implement  economic and 

redistributive justice as a pre-consideration to 
sustainable growth in order to promote healthy 
competition in the economic sector. 

 There is a need to involve the academic institutes, think 
tanks, media groups, social enterprise, civil societies, 
political parties and governmental institutions in order to 
encourage institutionalization. 

 There is a need to setup an expert committee in order to 
ensure production of market-competitive products and 
optimize the cost of doing business.

 There is a need for effective and responsible national 
borrowing strategy. 

 Government must set a benchmark in meeting scal 
responsibilities for revenue generation.

 Government needs to decrease the expenditure to 
commercial debt market in private sector.

 There is a need to encourage investment in projects rather 
than programmes in order to achieve the tangible project 
outputs instead of intangible programme outcomes.

 The Government and business community shall be 
linked through active public-private interactions which 
can be achieved through mutual cooperation and 

capacity development.
 There is a need to involve social scientists in the planning 

commission in order to bring a social perspective to 
development projects.

 There is a need for initiatives in capacity development of 
the masses to understand and be aware of the macro-
economic conditions and development trends in the 
country.

 There is a need to project the real investment-prone 
image of Pakistan to the investors world-wide through 
the foreign ministry. This will increase the Foreign Direct 
Investment which is at present mainly coming in from 
China.

Concurrent Session A-2
Sustainable Energy Solutions for the Region
 There is a need to use economically feasible renewable 

energy solutions instead of fossil fuels for power 
generations, there should be focus on wind and solar 
instead of geothermal and bio-energy.

 There is a need for identications of available resources 
and technological improvements at the community level.

 There is a need for technical and social capacity 
development, favourable legislative, regulatory, 
planning framework and nancial incentives to 

Compiled by Ahad Nazir, Sustainable Development 
Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan

The Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) is 
pleased to share some key policy recommendations that 
came out of 29 concurrent panels and 3 plenary sessions 
during the three-day SDPI's Nineteenth Sustainable 
Development Conference (SDC). wW stand hopeful that 
thess will provide an active guideline in the policy making 
process and tackle the coming issues being faced by 
Pakistan.

SDC Opening Plenary:
SAARC Nations' Approach to achieve the Sustainable 
Development Goals 
 There is a need to make the monitoring mechanisms of 

the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) both at 
agenda and the implementation level more efcient.

 There is a need for the development agenda to be made 
practicable by focusing the attention on the issues of 
increase in investment, adaptation of new technologies, 

and identication of barriers to trade. 
 There is a need to add capacity development and efcient 

resource utilization to the major agenda, in order to 
implement and achieve the targets of the SDGs and the 
Vision 2025 of Pakistan. 

 There is a need for National, Regional and Global 
collaboration and cooperation with regards to SDGs for 
the effective implementation of the targets mentioned in 
the SDGs. 

 There is a need for increased focus on climate change 
issues that affect the development agenda by adversely 
affecting water, energy and food security

 There is a need to launch and promote green growth 
initiatives at the grass-root by raising awareness in order 
to ensure the sustainable development through effective 
resource utilization.

 There is a need for a mechanism to identify the wrong 
practices being followed in the implementation of 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and the lessons 
to be learned from these wrong practices. 



encourage power generation at small and rural 
community level.

 There is a need for Pakistan to learn lessons from China to 
improve energy governance which may include nancial 
incentives for development of renewable energy 
equipment at small and rural community levels.

Concurrent Session A-3
Roundtable Discussion: SDGs Opportunities and 
Challenges for Health Sector - The Importance of Data
 There is a need to effectively engage private sector to 

report their data to national data base.
 There is a need to develop an institutionalized effective 

communication system within the existing government 
system and inter sectorial communication mechanism to 
improve the data collection system.

 There is a need for availability of good quality data to 
ensure evidence based policy making with regards to 
SDGs in order to strengthen the accountability of key 
stakeholders for policy implementation and delivery of 
health system.

 There  i s  a  need  for  SDGs  to  focus  towards 
institutionalized data sets rather than the household in 
order to decrease the margin of human errors. 

 There is a need to merge health and population welfare 
departments to eradicate the duplication of the efforts 
and resources. 

Concurrent Session A-4
SLRC Day 1: It's What You Do and How You do it – What 
Types of Services and What Processes Build Legitimacy
 The distribution of aid in the conicted areas should be 

based on systematic assessment aimed at improving the 
quality of local infrastructure.

 There is a need to eliminate gender discrimination and 
delays in disbursement of aid for effective and timely 
utilization of the aid. 

 There is a need to have appropriate aid, directed towards 
the affected community which may include farmers in 
case of agriculture.

 There is a need for involvement of all stakeholders in 
distribution of aid especially the community perspective 
should be considered.

 There is a need for effective resource utilization of the 
government resources along with effective monitoring. 

Concurrent Session AA-1
Energy-Smart Grid and Remapping the T&D System of 

Pakistan
 There is a need to adapt efcient measures to reduce line 

losses in power lines. It can be very benecial in this 
regard to use smart metering devices for effective 
measurement of line losses. 

 There is a need to introduce and commercialize smart 
grid technology in order to reduce technical losses, 

human losses and human vulnerability, and making it 
environmental friendly. In the long run, it will be a driver 
for effective socio-economic development.

 There is a need for cooperation based capacity building in 
order to reduce technical losses caused due to human 
error. 

Concurrent Session A-5
Gender, Demography and Democracy
 There is a need to focus attention on fertility rate in 

combination with economic development in both India 
and Pakistan

 There is a need to develop and improve the medical 
facilities available for pregnant women in both Pakistan 
and India.

 There is a need to stop the rising trend in gender biased 
abortion.

 There is a need to raise awareness in eliminating the 
enforcement of women in Pakistan to give birth to sons 
instead of daughters.

 There is a need to provide equal opportunities and 
appreciation to the women for higher education, in 
addition to the assurance of a safe and secure 
environment in the academic institutions, to promote 
their participation in national economic growth and 
development.

 There is a need to create awareness of changing the 
traditional setup of burdening women with household 
chores and farming tasks, and in-turn focusing on 
education. 

Concurrent Session A-6
Leveraging CPEC for Regional Cooperation in Energy and 
Transport Infrastructure
 There is a need for clarity at international level on concept 

and implementation of CPEC in order to reduce 
confusions and controversies.

 There is a need for investment in capacity development 
in addition to infrastructure and industry with regards to 
CPEC.

 There is a need for regional cooperation and integration 
for effective and non-conicting economic growth.

 There is a need to ensure long term security of CPEC 
which can be achieved through a stable Afghanistan.

 There is need for effective domestic policy reforms in 
Pakistan for success of CPEC. 

Concurrent Session A-8
SLRC Day 1: Gender, Conict and Livelihoods Recovery
 There is a need to ensure gender equity through 

improvements  with regards to  at t i tudes and 
sociocultural activities.

 There is a need to explore the impact of development and 
empowerment regimes at the micro-level and on day-to-
day experience of people.
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 There is a need to establish that the main purpose of 
women empowerment is the access to different powers 
rather than the transformation of power.

 There is a need to create awareness that men shall 
cooperate with women in daily household chores and 
break the stereotypical thinking that only women are 
responsible for these activities. 

 There is a need for researchers and policy makers to pay 
special attention to unevenness of empowerment in 
order to ensure the effectiveness of educational projects. 

 There is a need to control the vulnerability to 
victimization during conicts and post-conict 
acceptability of women.

 There is a need to exploit the opportunity of 
reconguring the post conict societies which should be 
open instead of being conservative and patriarchal.

 There is a need to identify and appreciate the 
inseparability of class-based and identity-based politics.

 There is a need to focus attention towards education, 
especially women education as a rst step towards 
development.

 There is a need to alleviate the tremendous social 
pressure faced by men while pursuing for the 
transformative gender equality agenda.

 There is a need for coordination between government 
and civil society to design programmes that lead to 
deconstruction of the notion of masculinity which may 
lead to gender inequality and violence against women 
and children.

 There is a need for the NGOs working in conict-struck 
areas to encourage and highlight the role of women in 
provision of access to resources and services.

Concurrent Session AA-2
Solar Geo Engineering in Pakistan
 There is a need for focus on a Solar Radiation 

Management (SRM) based world rather than a world of 
climate change through exploration of stakeholder 
attitude and development of guidelines for governance.

 There is a need for focusing the attention on socio-
political dimension of climate change rather than the 
physical one.

 There is a need to reduce the content of carbon dioxide by 
changing the lifestyle of the people.

 There is a need to consider and reduce effects of 
evaporation and transpiration in addition to global 
precipitation with respect to climate change. 
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Day 2: 

Concurrent Session B-1
The Distributional Effects of Out Migration and Livelihood 
Resilience in Semi-Arid Regions of Asia and Africa
 There is a need for inclusion of migrants in development 

goals, planning and allocation of funds.
 There is a need for investment in human capital at rural 

level for better and effective productivity and 
employment growth, especially focusing on the rural 
poor and marginalized class.

 There needs to be a control on urbanization and focus 
may be shifted towards development of intermediate 
cities to reduce pressure on big cities.

 There is a need for the governments to harmonize the 
existing sectorial policies so as to minimize the negative 
effects of migration as a result of climate change.

 There is a need to consider the impacts of climate change 
on the use of labour migrant remittances with regards to 
adaptation and development of resilience. 

 There is a need to take into consideration the 
marginalized and vulnerable people while formulating 
and instituting migration laws and frameworks to avoid 
mal-adaptation.

 Concurrent Session B-2
 Future of SAARC: Current Challenges and Potentials for 

Peace, Development and Prosperity
 There is a need for SAARC countries to involve all 

stakeholders on-board especially the civil society and 
electronic media.

 There is a need for SAARC to bring about reforms in 
order to cover not only limited segment of local markets 
but also cover the global markets of Asia, Europe and 
Africa.

 There is a need for direct inter-connectivity amongst 
SAARC countries in order to make transit easy. 

 There is a need to reduce trade barriers which hurdle the 
way of mutual trade corporation especially in case on 
Indo-Pak bilateral trade. 

 There is a need to improve the Human Development 
Index (HDI) and Innovation Index in Pakistan which can 
be achieved by directing budget towards education.

 There is a need for India and Pakistan to spend more on 
the health sector with a motive to improve upon the 
infant mortality and malnutrition index.

 There is a need for SAARC countries to put aside regional 
disputes when dealing with trade. 

 There is a need to have SAARC Secretariat and a 
University Campuses in each of the member states in 
order to ensure effective functionality of the Corporation.

 There is a need for regional peace-keeping force that shall 
be leading the way in solving border disputes in South 
Asia. 

 There needs to be focus on development of agricultural 
sector in Pakistan as a backbone of industry especially 



textile industry in order to reduce dependency on 
imports.

 There is a need for energy sector reforms in Pakistan in 
order to reduce electricity shutdowns in industry.

Concurrent Session B-3
Challenges of Conict and Service Delivery in South Asia 
 There is a need for good governance, efcient 

administrative system, accountability and transparency 
in implementing the strategy for disbursement of public 
goods and services. 

 There is a need to draw attention towards improving the 
human development index (HDI), as Pakistan's stands at 

th147  place out of 187 countries with regards to HDI.
 There is a need to encourage distribution of public goods 

and services for social a-political benets in order to 
create an environment of mutual trust.

 There is a need to focus on public investment on social 
programmes with intangible outcomes along with visible 
projects with tangible outputs.

 There is a need for capacity development of general 
public to be able to advocate their social problems at 
public platforms.

 There is a need for formalized Jirga system in accordance 
with the Pakhtoons' culture.

 There is a need for involvement of all stakeholders for 
bringing out gradual change in the established narrative. 

 There is a need for collaboration between civil 
administration and political leadership for achieving 
goals related to social developments in conict areas.

 There is a need for rationalized accountability, with 
respect to social public schemes in order to eliminate the 
derailment of running projects.

 There is a need for improvements in administrative 
systems, planning and resource allocation in FATA for 
rehabilitation of displaced persons.

 There is a need for reforms in the representation system 
of FATA through effective implementation of local 
government system.

 There is a need to develop a strategy for determining the 
priority in resource allocation across sectors.

 T h e r e  i s  a  n e e d  f o r  e f f e c t i v e  a n d  u n b i a s e d 
implementation of National Action Plan (NAP) 
throughout the country. 

 There is a need for establishment of truth and 
reconciliation commission to perform research on social 
issues and recommend policy level actions. 

 There is a need for establishing a political will for 
transferring the authority to local government in order to 
implement the principle of good governance.

 There is a need for effective utilization of development 
budget by discouraging political inuence and 
empowering the state institutes 

 There is a need for Pakistan to become a signatory to all 
relevant international conventions in order to ensure 

structured framework and effective disbursement of aid 
on settlements of refugees in case of conicts.

Concurrent Session B-4
SLRC Day 2: Making a living in and after conicts
 There is a need for Afghanistan for evolution of sub-

sustainable villages as there is limited opportunity for 
Afghan migration to other countries.

 There is a need for rethinking and evaluation of 
sustainable livelihood solutions. 

 There is a need to conduct a macro-economic analysis in 
Afghanistan's context in order to evaluate the post-
conict situation.

 There is a need for population control and capacity 
development of masses to increase the number of bread-
winners and decrease in surplus population at 
household level. 

 There is need to reform the labour market in terms of 
quality and substance. 

 There is need for land reforms. 
 There is a need to encourage entrepreneurship approach 

to enhance the livelihoods in Afghanistan.
 There is a need for capacity development for youth and 

females especially after conicts.
 There is a need for structural and institutional changes 

for a holistic and complete approach to livelihoods 
during and after conict.  

 There is a need to revise the target policy towards post-
conict vulnerable people.

 There is a need to develop understanding about 
continuity of structural violence before and after 
conicts.

Concurrent Session B-5
Securing Livelihoods and Promoting Competitiveness of 
the Cotton Value Chain (CVC) in a Changing Climate
 There is a need for increasing the coordination and 

community mobilization at policy and institutional 
levels in order to maximize the access to information and 
disseminate the relevant information to all the cotton 
growers throughout Pakistan.

 There is a need for target-oriented research in order to 
improve the identication and solutions of the issues in 
Cotton Value Chain. 

 There is a need to focus attention on development of 
seeds which favour the change in climatic conditions. 

 There is a need to create an efcient ood and pest 
warning systems in order to mitigate the vulnerability of 
the cotton grower. 

 There is a need to develop policies in consultation with all 
the stakeholders involved in cotton value chain in order 
to overcome the challenges faced by the sector.

Concurrent Session B-6
Regional Economic Integration in Central and South Asia

93Research & News Bulletin



 There is a need for Pakistan to develop and implement 
regional energy and trade cooperation policy in order to 
take advantage of the membership of Central Asia 
regional cooperation programme.

 There is a need for investing in both the government and 
private sectors in order to strengthen sustainable 
economic growth. 

 There is a need for Pakistan to develop short-term trade 
ties with Iran, Afghanistan, Russia, China and India and 
set aside SAARC for the time being in order to strengthen 
regional cooperation.

 There is a need to develop transit-trade ties with 
Afghanistan as it serves as a trading ground as well as a 
pathway to Central Asia.

 There is a need for Pakistan to expand its economy in 
combination with increasing economic trajectory and 
development of small and medium sized industry. 

 There is a need of developing peace and good economic 
relations with Afghanistan which may include one major 
road-transit route either from Islamabad to Kabul or 
Chaman to Kandhar.

 There is need for Pakistan to have multi-lateral 
connectivity with Central Asia. 

 There is a need of having economics-oriented foreign 
policy.

 There is a need for direct investment between Pakistan 
and Afghanistan in order to promote stability and image 
for both the countries. 

 There is a need for development of regional economic 
interdependency in order to exploit Pakistan's location as 
gateway to Central Asia. 

 There is a need for international partners to invest in 
regional connectivity. 

 There is a need to exploit the opportunities in CPEC as it 
puts Pakistan in a very strong place with respect to 
relations with China.  

 There is a need to develop focus on bilateral economic 
integration at regional level to ensure economic 
development and growth.

 There is a need to develop a new driving force like 
development of a regional economic corridor which may 
result in increasing production as collection through tax 
revenues are not enough. 

 There is a need to ensure that Pakistan plays the 
leadership role in all donor projects instead of being 
dictated by donor agencies.



Concurrent Session B-7
Minorities in Pakistan's Legal Framework
 There is a need for effective implementation of Supreme 

Court of Pakistan's sou-moto recommendation to the 
Government for protection of minorities after the attack 
on minorities.

 There is a need for formulation of a federal level taskforce 
for developing strategies to promote religious tolerance. 

 There is a need for constitution of National Council for 
monitoring of minority rights in Pakistan.

 There is a need for capacity development for creating 
awareness in general public on the issues of religious 
discrimination.

 There is a need for formulation of an effective system of 
accountability in order to ensure that personal bias of the 
ofcial does not translate at policy or implementation 
level. 

 There is a need for development of a system which shall 
ensure that all the members of the society feel included 
and connected.

 There is a need to revise the curriculum being taught in 
schools to eliminate religious intolerance and 
discrimination. 

 There is a need for effective implementation of all the 
clauses of rectied human rights charters. 

 There is a need to develop a new narrative with regard to 
religious issues in the country. 

 There is a need to replace Islamic Studies with religious 
studies in order to eliminate religious discrimination.

 There is a need to make Quiad-e-Azam's speech about the 
minority's rights to be part of studies.

Concurrent Session B-8
SLRC Day 2: Market, Value Chains and Social Networks
 There is a need of more nuanced understanding of 

private sector for marketing. 
 There is a need of taking into account a wider market 

system.
 There is a need of incorporation of good political 

economy and conict analysis into market analysis.
 There is a need of better security system for the 

promotion of private market systems.

Concurrent Session B-9
Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) and Resilience Building in 
South Asia
 There is a need for the Government to encourage and 

replicate the best practices with appropriate funding 
under the respective disaster management plans.

 There is a need for informing the investors regarding the 
disaster-struck areas in order to achieve resilient 
development leading to sustainable development. 

 There is a need for better ood risk assessment and better 
dissemination of information in order to manage ood 
risk in a better manner. 

 There is a need for inclusion of relocation of risk-prone 
community and re-assignment of land to ood 
compatible users into the ood risk management plan. 

 There is a need to avoid mal-adaptive approaches to 
ooding in order to manage ood risks.  

 There is a need to promote green infrastructure in order 
to reduce the impact of the ood risks.

 There is a need for redesigning of the standards used in 
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ood risk management in order to mitigate the impact.
 There is a need for formalization, regular assessment and 

addressing of the consistent policies, legislation and 
planning processes for ood risk management. 

 For avoidance of induced seismicity/ earthquakes:
 There is a need for identication of key anthropogenic 

activities which induce / trigger earthquakes at local and 
regional levels in order to mitigate the impact of the 
induced seismicity and earthquakes.

 There is a need to ensure that seismic surveys of all the 
new projects especially pertaining to infrastructure 
development or enhancement are made mandatory in 
order to reduce the impact of induced seismicity and 
earthquakes.

 There is a need for establishment of monitoring systems 
especially pertaining to the uid injection activities in 
order to reduce the impact of induced seismicity and 
earthquakes.

 There is a need for effective adaptation of the “Sendai 
Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction (SFDRR)” in 
order to mitigate the effects of climate change and reduce 
the likelihood of induced seismic events. 

 There is a need for collaborative efforts and negotiations 
taking into consideration all stakeholders with regard to 
efforts to reduce the impact of induced seismicity and 
earthquakes. 

 Specic recommendations for regional response to 
disasters:

 There is a need for a mechanism for early ood 
forecasting and efcient warning system within the 
South Asian countries in order to enhance the regional 
response to disasters.

 There is a need for measures in order to development of 
trust in order to promote regional cooperation, 
adaptation of phytosanitary measures, regularized 
distribution of food supplies and medicine, and setting 
up animal quarantine to send across sniffer dogs for 
resource operation during and after disasters to mitigate 
losses.

 There is a need for a special rescue response team with a 
mandate free from technical and legal barriers like visas, 
work permits and travel document in order to ensure the 
possibility of a 24-hour response.

 There needs to be a fast track visa regime for those aid 
and response workers who are not eligible at the moment 
for SAARC visa facility, particularly limited to ofcials 
and parliamentarians in order to ensure timely response 
to disasters. 

 There is a need to make the response to be unbiased on all 
basis in order to reduce the damage caused by a disaster. 

 There is a need to establish a SAARC Disaster 
Communication Cell which shall comprise of heads of 
media and information departments of the national 
disaster management authorities of all member countries 
in order to enable the development of a SAARC charter 

on emergency communication and humanitarian 
information.

 There is a need to establish SAARC Disaster Media 
Platform which shall comprise state and private media in 
order to create a distinct capacity within the media to 
respond to humanitarian information needs of the people 
across the borders.

 There is a need to focus attention on coordinated regional 
efforts for early warning systems, disasters and climate 
risk reduction, river basin management and research, 
and knowledge management.

Concurrent Session B-10
Priority Actions for the SDGs and Leave No One behind 
Agenda in South Asia
 There is a need to develop a strong monitoring and 

accountabi l i ty  f ramework for  publ ic -pr ivate 
partnerships.

 There is a need for commitment by all stakeholders in 
order to ensure the 'leave no one behind' agenda of the 
SDGs is implemented in its true spirit.

 There is a need for reforms in domestic regulations, taxes 
and incentivized skill development.

 There is a need to address youth employment in the 
broader framework of youth engagement and the SDGs.

 There is a need to design a methodological framework to 
ensure impact-based monitoring of the interventions in 
SDGs with special focus on documentation and 
dissemination.

 There is a need for capacity improvement of the public 
sector organizations especially the statistical capacities 
for providing reliable, accurate, consistent and timely 
data. 

 There is a need to translate the institutional capacity, 
resources and development vision into policy decisions 
in order to successfully achieve the 17 goals and 169 
targets of the SDGs.

 There is a need for carrying out in-depth research on the 
'the political economy of development' and focusing on 
incentives and resource allocation across social sectors in 
order to successfully implement the SDGs.

Concurrent Session B-11
Inclusive South Asian Societies - Raising voices for Ethnic 
and Religious Minorities as Equal Citizens
 There is a need to encourage India's Civil Society to 

undertake a lead role in reinforcement of inter-
communal harmony in order to reduce the very high 
levels of polarization in the community.

 There is a need to establish heretical social structures in 
order to ensure that minorities are considered as equal 
citizens.

 There is a need for constitutional reforms which shall be 
according to primary Islamic teachings in the case of 
minorities 
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 There is a need for broadening the research focusing on 
reasons behind the violence against minorities.

Concurrent Session B-12
SLRC Day 2- The Legacies of Conict
 There is a need to minimize the political afliations in 

order to better shape the livelihood opportunities. 
 There is a need for the Sri Lankan Government to increase 

the local inclusion in tourism economy. 
 There is a need for the Government to recover the Lands 

and Assets of the IDPs in order to improve their 
livelihoods.

 There is need for policies which may ensure the security 

of the livelihoods of the people to educate their children 
and reduce the impact of damage inicted by war in 
conict areas of the world.

 There is a need to see the legacy of conict from the lens of 
dividend of conict concept especially focusing on the 
players and stakeholders shaping and beneting from it.

 Attention needs to be drawn on the rehabilitation of the 
marginalized groups especially women and children 
who are more risk-prone to natural calamities. 

 There is a need for new census and cover the political 
economy aspect that should be integrated properly from 
macro to micro and mega to lower levels.

Inclusive and Sustainable Economic Growth for South Asia
 There is a need to enhance the effectiveness at the 

SAARC, cooperation of human rights organization in 
South Asia and appreciation of the international best 
practices. 

 There is a need to develop cooperation in South Asian 
countries as they are naturally bound in issues like 
internal conict, gender disparities, and child labour.

 There is a need for improving the deteriorating condition 
of the labour rights in Pakistan. 

 There is a need for establishment of South Asian Disaster 
Management Strategy and Strategy to Manage Water 
Resources of the region in order to reduce the scale of 
impacts of disasters.

 There is a need to improve regional cooperation and 
collaboration by making the forums apolitical. 

 There is a need to put in special efforts in order to ensure 
the agenda of SDGs in terms of innovative resource 
mobilization, cooperation to boost nancial resources, 
skill and capacity development especially for the 
marginalized segments of the society. 

 There is a need to develop South-South cooperation in 
order to bring the countries closer.

 There is a need for dialogue for problem-solving at 
national, regional and global levels with involvement of 
civil societies and the private sector with mediation from 
independent institutions like the SDPI.
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Dinner Plenary: Day 2 

Day 3

Concurrent Session C-1
Transforming Poverty and Inequality: Urban-Rural 
Linkages in South Asia: What the Future Holds?
 There is a need for Pakistan in terms of policy strategy 

and framework to reduce poverty and inequality in order 
to have better implementation and outcomes of 
programmes. 

 There is a need for government and development sector 
to invest more in education and awareness initiatives 
which in-turn shall reduce the levels of poverty and 
inequality.

 There is a need to create new job opportunities in order to 
create self-empowerment in the community and help the 
people come out of poverty.

 There is a need to focus combined attention towards the 
inter-related policies related to poverty, inequalities and 
hunger in order to ensure better results.

 Concurrent Session C-2
 Roundtable Discussion -  Water  Stewardship, 

Sustainability and the Way Forward for Pakistan

 There is a need for capacity development of the 
community in order to enable them to use water 
resources most efciently and economically.

 There is a need for qualitative and quantitative analysis 
of historical data to plan effective measures to be taken in 
order to eliminate water insecurity.

 There is a need to develop a comprehensive water policy 
which caters for all of the domestic as well as the bilateral 
water issues.

 There is a need for Pakistan to propose a comprehensive 
dialogue to India with regard to water issues especially 
the ones left out in the Indus Water Treaty.

 There is a need for capacity development if small and 
medium enterprises (SME) with regard to efcient 
management of polluted water in order to eliminate the 
contamination in the quality of the drinking water in 
surrounding areas. 

 There is a need to focus attention on water management 
issues with respect to the social, economic and political 
impacts.

 There is a need to address the issue of protection of 



available large water sector storage reservoirs.
 There is a need to incentivize the water user for efcient 

use of water in order to promote better water 
management practices at all levels of the community.

 There is a need to focus attention on hydel infrastructure 
projects for better water management. 

 There is a need to dene the water rights of the people 
with clarity, and develop an appropriate legal 
framework for protection of the water rights.

 There is a need of institutional infrastructure for efcient 
management of the water.

Concurrent Session C-3
 Effective Institutions, Capacities and Partnerships for 

Implementing SDGs: A provincial Perspective
 There is a need for Pakistan Government to keep SDGs in 

their highest priority and create an environment of 
cooperation and collaboration with academia, civil 
society and the private sector in order to achieve the 
SDGs. 

 There is a need for increase in the development budgets 
at provincial level. 

 There is a need to enhance the role of media and civil 
society in creation of channels for institutional 
accountability. 

 There is a need to present the SDGs in the nancial 
commitments of the private sector institutions and 
ensure implementation through effective coordination 
and monitoring.  

 There is a need to educate and mobilize the public in key 
development areas for better implementation of SDGs.

 There is a need for inter-provincial coordination and 
capacity building for successful achievement of SDGs. 

 There is a need for structural transformation, integration, 
partnership alignments, interconnectedness, review 
process and reforms in civil services for successful 
achievement of SDGs.

 There is a need for accumulation of more disaggregated 
data for learning and re-imaging the role of civil societies 
at provincial level for successful achievement of SDGs

 There is a need for institutionalization and political 
commitment is required to achieve SDGs in the future. 

 There is a need for performance evaluation of each SDG 
implementation department for successful achievement 
of SDGs. 

Concurrent Session C-4
 SLRC Day 3: Community Driven Development and 

Social Protection in Conicts
 There is a need to construct an adaptable principle that 

Community Driven Development (CDD) can be an 
alternative in conict situation when the state is unable to 
deliver services, support livelihoods and invest in local 
capacity building.

 There is a need for clarity on strategy regarding 

management and monitoring of issues of the Community 
Driven Development (CDD), and how those involved in 
CDD organizes the national structure after resumption of 
government support system.

 There is a need for careful assessment of the capability to 
implement programmes in conict-affected areas in 
order to efciently achieve development and political 
goals.

 There is a need for conict-sensitive research and 
analysis for practical policy regarding development and 
operations in the conict-affected areas.

 There is a need for Sri Lanka to make striking deals with 
the armed groups in order to ensure reaching out to the 
conict-struck areas in case of disasters.

Concurrent Session C-5
 Pakistan Food Security and Nutrition Strategic Review: 

Preliminary Findings
 There is a need for Pakistan to conduct the Population 

Census in order to collect the real and reliable gures of 
development indicators. 

 There is a need for a strategic review in order to analyse 
the trends, gaps, and priorities in the planning of 
Government to enable them in achieving the goals of 
Vision 2025. 

 There is a need in Pakistan for more budgetary 
allocations and ensuring actual expenditure on the 
research and development activities. 

 There is a need to improve innovation index to easily 
achieve the target of poverty reduction.

 There is a need in Pakistan to ensure security of patents of 
private sector in order to ensure research, development 
and innovation. 

 There is a need to invest on productivity enhancement of 
agriculture, by targeted mechanized subsidizing of 
inputs enabling the facilitation of the small farmer.

 There is a need for the Government to ensure provision of 
sanitation facilities and clean drinking water to every 
citizen. 

 There is a need to ensure that education for women is 
made compulsory in order to enable each woman to take 
good care of her family.

 There is a need to ensure that every citizen must be 
provided with at least four out of the seven food groups 
in order to provide a balanced dietary intake.

 There is a need for the Government to increase the per 
capita income at the national level in order to enable the 
public to afford basic dietary necessities.

 There is need to improve sustainability and increase the 
span targeted community of social safety nets like BISP.

 There is a need for the Government to provide non-
targeted subsidies and incentives to community 
especially agriculture. 

 There is a need to consider the dimensions of neglected 
areas for instance supply-side products, per capita 
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human consumption and annual growth. 
 There is a need to improve technology side and to 

increase area of agricultural land as well, to meet the 
challenges of rising food demand.

 There is a need to take all stakeholders on board 
especially women who are part of agriculture.

 There is a need for provision of pre pregnancy clinics to 
women to improve health of the mother and the new 
born.

 There is a need to organize and coordinate the activities 
of the social protection programmes.

 There is a need to spread awareness which may 
discourage the culture of bottle feeding in order to ensure 
that the mother stays secure from breast cancer. 

 There is a need to improve our institutional structure, 
intra and inter institutional harmony and linkages in 
order to curb the issues pertaining to food security and 
nutrition.

Concurrent Session C-6

 Podium Discussion - Regional Cooperation in Light of 
the Paris Climate Agreement

 There is a need to enhance the use of integrated water 
resource management in water scarce areas in order to 
mitigate the risks pertaining to water security.

 There is a need to promote sustainable utilization of 
resources such as a 'more crop per drop' approach in 
order to mitigate the risks pertaining to water security.

 There is a need to use adaptation technologies such as dry 
sowing, short duration varieties, etc., in order to mitigate 
the risks pertaining to water security.

 There is a need for creation of contingency plans for 
monsoon delays and information dissemination through 
farmer institutions.

 There is a need to mainstream water resource 
management into local governance.

 There is a need for creation of formal water allocation 
policy that includes contingency plans for different 
degrees of water shortages.

 There is a need for irrigation planning which could take 
into consideration the catchment areas using up-to-date 
data to make systems less vulnerable to droughts. 

 There is a need for development of early warning 
systems for effective monitoring of changing conditions 
and providing advance triggers for contingency plans.

 There is a need to develop regional drought monitoring 
and assessment systems.

 There is a need to incorporate water saving practices such 

as precision irrigation, zero tillage, raised bed planting 
and laser levelling of elds.

 There is a need to utilize the rainwater harvesting 
wherever possible.

 There is a need to develop and utilize renewable energy 
sector in its full potential, especially wind and solar 
power in their identied corridors, in order to enhance 
climate resilience. 

 There is a need for the use of decentralized renewable 
energy in rural areas to improve energy access to far off 
areas without electricity.

 There is a need to resolve the challenges of distribution 
and focus energies on improving distribution 
efciencies. 

 There is a need for incorporating disaster risk 
management in all state level policies and plans, which 
should be implemented in collaboration with local 
communities.

 There is a need to mainstream National Action Plan on 
climate change into other plans and programmes.

 There is a need to develop better early warning systems 
as they can signicantly help in preventing damage.

 There is a need for better integration of disaster 
management policies in sub national mainstream 
policies.

 There is a need for integration of Sendai Framework in 
National Disaster management policies.

 There is a need to facilitate timely access to public data.

 There is a need to focus on taking small concrete steps 
rather than setting unattainable goals.

 There is a need to scale up and share information on best 
practice cases.

 There is a need to create a bilateral consortium of water 
stakeholders.

 There is a need to look into the possibility of creating a 
regional energy grid.

 There is a need to develop better early warning systems 
and communicate risk signals in the region.

 There is a need to facilitate people-to-people interaction 
including youth, journalist, local governments, research 
institutions, private sector and civil society organizations 
to build trust and foster peace.

 There is a need to establish interactive knowledge 
platform with relevant stakeholders as its part.

 There is a need to make data sharing platforms more 
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vibrant with regard to climate resilience.

 There is a need to specify the sectors in order to enhance 
regional cooperation in climate resilience.

 There is a need for holistic approach on resilience.

 There is a need for strengthening institutions like 
SAARC.

 There is a need to develop quality-oriented strategies 
regarding the Sustainable Development Goals.

 There is a need to focus on research based solutions to 
mitigate climate change.

 There is a need for improvement in the policies related to 
track 2 diplomacy between India and Pakistan.

 The way forward is that we should have people centric 
and next generation centric policies and strategies in 
order to ensure climate change mitigation and 
sustainable development.

 There is a need to make government policies open for 
public and ensure their implementation at national, 
regional and global levels.

 There is a need for adaptation of 3 Cs strategy to be 
followed, that is, conference, campaigns and collective 
movements for mitigating the effects of climate change.

 There is a need for regional coalition and integration to 
mitigate risks pertaining to climate change.

Concurrent Session C-7

 Emerging Methods in Policy Engagement and Public-
Private dialogue

 There is a need for all stakeholders to establish, 
encourage and improve public-private partnerships with 
incorporation of the research organizations and think-
tanks into the system.

 There is a need for provision of new and improvements 
in the existing forums in order to structure the 
discussions between the private and public sectors.

 There is a need for all stakeholders to take into account 
the national interest above their own in the case of public-
private dialogue.

 There is a need to establish a Prime Minister's business 
council that forms public-private partnerships on small 
as well as large scales.

 There is a need to have open intra-sectorial dialogue in 
both public and private sector.

 There is a need for all stakeholders to provide factual 
data, information and analysis, and policy-objective 
before going into the dialogue in order to reduce and 
furthermore eliminate the supply and demand issues 

faced by them.

 There is a need for all stakeholders to conform to the 
ethical practices of disclosure, mutual trust and 
credibility in public-private partnership.

 There is a need to have strong and continuous public-
private dialogue for sustainable development.

 There is a need for strengthening of chambers of 
Commerce and Industry, and ensuring that there is 
proper participation from all the sectors of the 
community.

 There is need for the Ministry of Finance and Commerce 
to address the problems of funding the public-private 
dialogues and implementation. 

 There is a need for the Government to give high priority 
to provision of a conducive environment for industrial 
development.

Concurrent Session C-8

 SLRC-Day 3: Building Capacity in Conicts

 There is a need to change the traditional outlook and 
break the stereotype on the way we think and look upon 
conicts.

 There is a need to develop the capacities in the conict-
affected areas in different ways engaging the systems as 
well as individual and organizational levels of the 
community. 

 There is a need to build capacities through training on 
subjects of individual interests and competencies in 
order to get the maximum out of the activity.

 There is a need to target political-incentive and 
organizational constraints, as well as knowledge and 
resource constraints while dealing with capacity 
building in conict-affected areas.

 There is a need to conduct training need analysis before 
conducting workshops or seminars in a community in 
order to increase the output of the deliverable. 

 There is a need to understand that change of language is 
required in order to change the scope of capacity building 
and to avoid misinterpretation. 

 There is a need to appoint appropriately skilled trainers 
to impart knowledge and skills in a more efcient 
manner. 

 There is a need for the Local Governments to introduce a 
code of conducts for capacity building activities and for 
strict implementation of the code in order to avoid the 
bureaucratic delays and political inuence. 

 There is a need to establish a responsible institutional 
mechanism in order to strengthen the state-society 
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SDC Closing Plenary: Day 3: 

relations and efcient monitoring of the performance of 
capacity building service providers.

 required in order to change the scope of capacity building 
and to avoid misinterpretation. 

 There is a need to appoint appropriately skilled trainers 
to impart knowledge and skills in a more efcient 
manner. 

 There is a need for the Local Governments to introduce a 
code of conducts for capacity building activities and for 
strict implementation of the code in order to avoid the 
bureaucratic delays and political inuence. 

 There is a need to establish a responsible institutional 
mechanism in order to strengthen the state-society 
relations and efcient monitoring of the performance of 
capacity building service providers.
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H. U. Beg Memorial Lecture
 There is a need to create awareness regarding sustainable 

development as a holistic approach which can be 
accomplished only through attention from all sectors of 
the community. 

 There is a need to focus attention on the areas of 
solidarity, cooperation, promotion of human rights, 
equality and peace in order to achieve prosperity in the 
future. 

 There is a need to develop strategies and plans to 
efciently tap resources and potential of SAARC in a 
collaborative manner acknowledging the difculties of 

all the SAARC partners in order to make this 
organization functional. 

 There is a need to put conicts behind and move 
collaboratively because cooperation is the source of 
prosperity and wealth. 

 There is a need to create appropriate policies and 
awareness regarding mutual respect in order to develop 
a citizens' movement. 

 There is a need for Pakistan to acknowledge the need to 
change its image pertaining to terrorism in order to ease 
the path to build collaborations. 

SDPI's Nineteenth Sustainable Development Conference 

(2016) was organized in collaboration with the following 

donors and partners:
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2. The Secure Livelihoods Research Consortium (SLRC)
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5. Heinrich Böll Stiftung (HBS), Pakistan 

6. Canadian High Commission

7. Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung (FES), Pakistan 

8. World Food Programme (WFP), Pakistan 

9. Overseas Development Institute (ODI), UK 

10. Center for International Private Enterprise (CIPE)

11. Nestle Pakistan 
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13. Solar Radiation Management Governance Initiative 

(SRMGI)
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The SDC-SAES anthology titled “Securing Peace and 
Prosperity” was jointly published by the Sustainable 
Development Policy Institute (SDPI) and Sang-e-Meel and 
launched at the inaugural plenary of SDPI's Nineteenth 
Sustainable Development Conference on 6 December 2016. 
It consists of peer reviewed and approved papers 
presented at SDC 2015.

Book Blurb: The Sustainable Development Goals, role of 
governments in providing visionary and accountable 
leadership, women empowerment, inequitable access to 
water resources and how it can lead to both conict and 
cooperation, monetary policies and how they impact 
inequality and can either reduce or increase poverty, the 
complex trinity between energy, climate and the 
environment in a multisectoral context, are major concerns 
of development practitioners and peace activists 
everywhere. 

This book aims to unpack the key elements of the peace-
sustainable development nexus, and examine it in totality at 
the micro, meso and macro levels.  Organised into four 
parts, namely, A Panoramic View of Sustainable Development in 
South Asia; Securing Economic Sustainability; Water 
Governance; and, Dynamics of Social Justice, the authors bring 
in country perspectives from Pakistan, Afghanistan, India, 
Nepal, Bangladesh, USA and the UK. One of the key lessons 
this collection offers is that monetary policies that provide 
social protection and ensure access to basic services to the 
disadvantaged and marginalised groups, beyond their 
human and ethical value, contribute directly to sustainable 
economic growth, political stability, peace and security.

A e-copy of the book can be downloaded free of cost at the 
given weblink:

http://www.sdpi.org/sdc/publications.php?event_id=61
0 

A printed copy of the book can be purchased from SDPI's 
Ahmed Salim Resource Center from aliaamer@sdpi.org

Sarah Siddiq Aneel
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SDC 2016 in Photos
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