
Water Activities

In 2006, the Asian Development Bank (ADB) launched the Water 
Financing Program (WFP) aimed at increasing ADB’s water investment 
in urban, rural, and basin water to over $10 billion by the end of 
2010. The WFP has delivered $11 billion in investment, exceeding 
the target. ADB’s Water Operational Plan 2011–2020 provided for 
the continuation of the WFP until 2020 and committed to sustain 
ADB’s lending target at $2 billion–$2.5 billion annually or a total of 
$20 billion–$25 billion over the 10-year period, supported by the 
Water Financing Partnership Facility. WFP’s implementation is to be 
guided by the Water Operational Plan’s priority thrusts as follows: 
•	increased water use efficiencies; 
•	expanded wastewater management and reuse, including sanitation; 
•	embedded integrated water resources management; 
•	expanded knowledge and capacity development; and 
•	enhance partnerships with the private sector.

In March 2013, ADB organized Asia Water Week 2013 at the ADB 
headquarters, with the overarching theme of “Securing Water for All.” 
The conference covered crosscutting topics such as climate change; 
water–food–energy nexus; disaster management and facilitated 
subsector discussions on water supply, sanitation, water resources 
and environment, agriculture, and irrigation. The conference enabled 
participants to exchange knowledge on water sector issues, solutions, 
including technologies, and to identify emerging priorities. More than 
600 participants—representing government, corporate/private sector, 
civil society, knowledge partners, and youth—attended the conference.

ADB issued its first water bonds in 2010, raising a total of $638 million. 
ADB has subsequently issued over $300 million equivalent of water 
bonds. Proceeds raised through these bonds will be used for various 
water-related projects in the Asia and Pacific region. ADB also disbursed 
about $676 million in 79 water-related projects in 2012, financed 
through public sector lending under ADB’s ordinary capital resources. 

Note: In this publication, “$” refers to US dollars.

ADB
BONDS

Water

All photos are from the ADB Photo Library

Water Investments Approved by ADB, 
2006–2012
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ADB’s vision is an Asia and Pacific region free of poverty. Its mission is to help its developing member countries reduce poverty 
and improve the quality of life of their people. Despite the region’s many successes, it remains home to two-thirds of the 
world’s poor: 1.7 billion people who live on less than $2 a day, with 828 million struggling on less than $1.25 a day. ADB 
is committed to reducing poverty through inclusive economic growth, environmentally sustainable growth, and regional 
integration.

Based in Manila, ADB is owned by 67 members, including 48 from the region. Its main instruments for helping its developing 
member countries are policy dialogue, loans, equity investments, guarantees, grants, and technical assistance.

Our Vision—an Asia and the Pacific Free of Poverty

Sri Lanka: Secondary Towns and Rural 
Community-Based Water Supply and  
Sanitation Project (Additional Financing)

Project Term: 2011–2014
Total Loan Package: $17.6 million

PROJECT SUMMARY
The project’s additional finance rationale is based on 
the 2002 Poverty Reduction Strategy that states: “…the 
provision of safe drinking water, and adequate sewage 
and sanitation systems, is frequently cited as the single, 
highest social service priority by poor households.”

The project aims to contribute to poverty alleviation 
efforts and promote human development by improving 

access to safe water 
and sanitation of poor 
populations, thereby 
decreasing waterborne 
diseases. The project 
aims to:
•	 provide	safe	water	

to 969,000 people 
and sanitation to 
171,500 people in the 
towns of Batticaloa, 
Hambantota, Muttur, 
Polonnaruwa, and 
Anuradhapura 
District, Sri Lanka; and 

•	 increase	the	capacity	
of the Government 
of Sri Lanka to 
provide safe water by 
strengthening water 
sector institutions.

Azerbaijan: Water Supply and Sanitation 
Improvement Program—Facility Concept

Project Term: 2011–2017
Total Loan Package: $300.0 million (multitranche 
financing facility)

PROJECT SUMMARY
The Government of Azerbaijan commits to improving 
access to basic services and targets improved water 
supply and sanitation (WSS) coverage and service quality 
by 2015. This includes 100% coverage with 24-hour water 
supply in the capital city of Baku and about 80%–85% 
coverage in Azerbaijan’s secondary towns and villages 
of Agdash, Beylagan, Goychay, and Nakhchivan. The first 
component of the project will support infrastructure 
investment to rehabilitate, improve, and expand WSS 
systems that will benefit more than 183,000 people by 
the end of the project period. The second component 
will improve operational efficiency through a twinning 
program. This will include a training program targeting 
schoolchildren and teachers to disseminate better hygiene 
and sanitation practices to the communities, as well as to 
provide information on the benefits of the water projects.
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Water supply station at Goychay

One of eight water towers that are part of 
the Batticaloa Water Supply and Drainage 
project to bring clean water to almost 
200,000 people through funding by ADB 
and the Government of Sri Lanka


