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feasibility study in 1990 identified the necessity of a second 
east-west power interconnector from Ashuganj to Sirajganj. 

The primary objective was to meet the growing demand in the 
northern and western parts of the country by transmitting less 
costly electric power from the east. 

The construction of the interconnector became easy following 
the construction of the Bangabandhu Bridge, through which the 
interconnector crossed the river Jamuna.  

Power transfer capacity 
from east to west 
increased from          
400 megawatts to   
1,100 megawatts, 
improving the voltage 
profile of the entire 
northern and western 
regions considerably

Key Project Results 
• The overall power system in the 

entire northwestern region has 
improved since the inter- 
connector was made operational 
in February 2009

• Power transfer capacity from 
east to west increased from   
400 megawat t s  to  1 ,100  
megawatts, improving the 
voltage profile of the entire 
northern and western regions 
considerably

• The increased transfer of power 
reduced load shedding in 
northwestern Bangladesh and 
also reduced power generation 
based on liquid fuel 

• During the first 5 months of  
interconnector’s operation, the 
transmission loss dropped from 
3.53% to 3.23%. This has saved 
about 75 million kilowatt-hour  
of energy, which is equivalent to 
$3.22 million. 
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Cost and financing
Government of Bangladesh, $17.09 million;  
Asian Development Bank, $29.78 million

Executing agency
Power Grid Company of Bangladesh Limited

Implementation period
2004–2010

Project Features
he main component of the 
project was the construction of 

a 230-kilovolt, 143-kilometer double- 
circuit overhead transmission line 
from Ashuganj Power Station         
to Sirajganj via Bangabandhu 
Multipurpose Bridge. 

The project also included 
construction of a 230-kilovolt 
switching station at Sirajganj and 
extension of two 230-kilovolt 
transmission line bays at Ashuganj.

Project at a GlanceT

The second East-West electrical interconnector passes through the Bangabandhu Bridge


