
Brunei Darussalam became the 65th member of the Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) in April 2006. Its per capita income is one of the highest in the world. 
Most indicators of social and human development are above regional averages. 
Brunei Darussalam’s key development challenge is economic diversification. 
Besides being a shareholder, Brunei Darussalam has been a concessional 
Asian Development Fund (ADF) donor since the ADF IX cycle.  Contributions 
committed to the ADF amount to $21.40 million, while committed contributions 
to the Technical Assistance Special Fund amounted to $0.92 million. Brunei 
Darussalam is also a shareholder of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) Infrastructure Fund, with $10 million, or about 2% of total shares.

In March 2013, the ADB Board of Directors approved the classification of 
Brunei Darussalam as a graduated developing member country, with access 
to reimbursable technical assistance. ADB and Brunei Darussalam will discuss 
partnership in areas or sectors envisioned in Brunei Wawasan 2035 (Brunei 
Darussalam’s Long-Term Perspective Plan). Brunei Darussalam is an active 
member of the ASEAN and the Brunei Darussalam–Indonesia–Malaysia–
Philippines–East ASEAN Growth Area (BIMP–EAGA) subregional program. 

ADB-Supported Projects and Programs 
ADB provided $600,000 in technical assistance, on a reimbursable basis, to 
Brunei Darussalam in 2008 for the Development of the Capital Market and a 
Modernized Payment and Settlement System. Brunei Darussalam participates in 
capacity building programs and workshops organized by ADB, some of which are 
funded through regional technical assistance. 

Partnerships
ADB and Brunei Darussalam are discussing having a memorandum of 
understanding (MOU), which will enable mid-term engagement through 
reimbursable technical assistance, and will continue to deepen partnership on 
regional cooperation and integration through the BIMP–EAGA and ASEAN. 
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economic sustainability. Parallel support will be provided 
to strengthen collaboration in BIMP–EAGA, to assist 
in the implementation of the Master Plan on ASEAN 
Connectivity, and the region’s overall economic integration.

Future Directions 
Consultations for the development of an MOU with the 
Government of Brunei Darussalam have been initiated. The 
MOU will include a technical assistance program that will 
be based on the government’s policy framework to support 
economic diversification and the transformation of the 
country from a resource to a knowledge-oriented economy. 

Operational Challenges 
ADB and Brunei Darussalam will review potential areas 
of partnership to support objectives in Wawasan 2035. 
Wawasan 2035 aims to move Brunei Darussalam from a 
largely energy-dependent economy to a more diversified 
one. It includes plans for the development of small and 
medium-sized enterprises, promotion of Brunei Darussalam 
as an international offshore financial center—especially  
for Islamic Banking—and expansion of downstream  
energy projects. 

On finalizing the MOU, ADB support will also be 
directed towards efforts for economic diversification, 
which remains a key challenge to growth and long-term 
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Shareholding and Voting Power
Number of shares held: 37,386 (0.354% of total shares)
Votes: 76,833 (0.581% of total membership,
 0.893% of total regional membership)
Overall capital subscription: $575.74 million 
Paid-in capital subscription: $28.84 million

Contributions to Special Funds Resources
Brunei Darussalam has contributed to the Asian Development Fund (ADF), which is 
ADB’s window for concessional lending to its borrowing members, and to the Technical 
Assistance Special Fund (TASF), which provides grants to borrowing members to help 
prepare projects and undertake technical or policy studies.

Contributions to the ADF (committed): $21.15 million
Contributions to the TASF (committed): $0.92 million

Maliami bin Hamad is the Director and Khin Khin Lwin is the Alternate Director 
representing Brunei Darussalam on the ADB Board of Directors.

The Brunei Darussalam government agency handling ADB affairs is the Ministry  
of Finance.

About the Asian Development Bank
ADB is a multilateral development bank owned by 67 members, 48 from the  
region and 19 from other parts of the world. ADB’s main instruments for helping  
its developing member countries are policy dialogue, loans, equity investments, 
guarantees, grants, and technical assistance (TA). In 2013, lending volume was 
$13.19 billion (101 projects), with TA at $155.61 million (248 projects) and grant-
financed projects at $849.02 million (23 projects). In addition, $6.65 billion was 
generated in direct value-added cofinancing in the form of official loans and grants 
and commercial cofinancing such as B loans, risk transfer arrangements, parallel 
loans, and cofinancing for transactions under ADB’s Trade Finance Program.  
From 1 January 2009 to 31 December 2013, ADB’s annual lending volume averaged 
$12.19 billion. In addition, investment grants and TA funded by ADB and special 
funds resources averaged $801.70 million and $165.66 million in TA over the same 
period. As of 31 December 2013, the cumulative totals excluding cofinancing 
were $203.41 billion in loans for 2,629 projects in 44 countries, $6.46 billion in 
239 grants, and $4.25 billion in TA grants, including regional TA grants.

Contacts
ADB Headquarters
6 ADB Avenue, Mandaluyong City
1550 Metro Manila, Philippines
Tel +63 2 632 4444
Fax +63 2 636 2444

Ministry of Finance
Commonwealth Drive
Bandar Seri Begawan BB3910  
Brunei Darussalam
Tel +673 238 0999

Useful ADB websites
Asian Development Bank
www.adb.org

Asian Development Outlook
www.adb.org/publications/series/asian-
development-outlook

Annual Report
www.adb.org/documents/series/adb-annual-reports

In this publication, “$” refers to US dollars. Figures are estimated by ADB unless otherwise cited. 
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To access a complete list of development 
and economic indicators, visit: 
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