
Aid Effectiveness

INFOCUS ADB should ensure that its resources are used to help countries 
achieve sustainable development 

The Fourth High Level Forum  
on Aid Effectiveness 
HLF-4 will take place in Busan, Republic of Korea 
from 29 November–1 December 2011. Based on 
evidence gathered, the forum will review progress 
since the Paris Declaration and Accra Agenda for 
Action, identify areas for concentrating efforts and 
set the aid quality framework for the remaining years 
to the Millennium Development Goal target date of 
2015, and beyond. Developing countries’ priorities 
for HLF-4 include aid predictability, use of country 
systems, country driven capacity development, 
mutual accountability and reduction of transaction 
costs. ADB will play a significant role in HLF-4, both 
in contributing to the HLF-4 agenda and outcome, 
and in providing organizational support to the hosts, 
Republic of Korea.

The Paris Declaration
Five principles for making aid more effective 
are defined by the Paris Declaration on Aid 
Effectiveness: (i) country ownership of the 
development agenda; (ii) donor alignment with 

“A key role for institutions like ours is to develop the capacity of our partner countries to assume ownership of the aid 
effectiveness agenda and facilitate peer learning across countries to achieve greater development effectiveness.”

—Indu Bhushan, Director, Strategy, Policy, and Interagency Relations Division, Strategy and Policy Department

Challenge How can donors and partner countries manage development assistance as effectively as possible to achieve 
sustainable development results?

Strategy  ADB endorsed the Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness in 2005 and its follow-up agreement, the Accra 
Agenda for Action (AAA) in 2008, alongside other development partners. These commit ADB to make 
aid more effective by 2010, and to ensure that it provides assistance in a clearly defined, transparent, 
harmonized, and mutually accountable way.  During the upcoming Fourth High Level Forum on Aid 
Effectiveness (HLF-4), ADB and other members of the international development community will take stock of 
the progress made since Paris and agree on the next phase of the aid effectiveness agenda.

Response  In collaboration with development partners, ADB is making its assistance more effective by aligning its 
policies with partner countries and building country capacity to manage for development results.

country priorities and systems; (iii) harmonization  
of donor policies, procedures, and practices; 
(iv) managing for development results; 
and (v) mutual accountability.

Specific indicators and targets for development 
partners and partner countries were developed for 
all five principles. These targets were to be achieved 
by 2010.

The Accra Agenda for Action
The 2008 Third High Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness 
reconfirmed the Paris Declaration principles and 
expanded the discussion on aid effectiveness to 
include the role of civil society; aid management 
in fragile and conflict situations; and the evolving 
importance of new and nontraditional donors. AAA 
lays out a framework for improving implementation 
of the Paris Declaration’s five aid effectiveness 
principles, identifying three ways to accelerate 
aid effectiveness progress: (i) enhancing country 
ownership, (ii) building more effective and inclusive 
partnerships, and (iii) achieving development results 
and being accountable for them.

ADB’s Strategy 2020
meeting the needs of Asia 
and the Pacific

Strategic Direction 
•	 Inclusive Economic Growth
•	 Environmentally 

Sustainable Growth 
•	 Regional Integration

Drivers of Change 
•	 Private Sector
•	 Good Governance
•	 Gender Equity
•	 Knowledge Solutions 
•	 Partnerships

Read more at  
www.adb.org/Strategy2020/



In this publication, $ refers to US dollars. Asian Development Bank. April 2011.

Mainstreaming Paris Declaration 
principles and AAA commitments at ADB
ADB is mainstreaming Paris Declaration principles 
and AAA commitments into operations at the 
country and institutional levels. We have been 
monitoring our progress in reaching targeted 
goals by 2010 through annual surveys and 
independent evaluations.

In January 2010, ADB conducted its fourth 
monitoring survey on the implementation of 
the Paris Declaration, covering 2009 data from 
25 countries. The results: ADB is on track for most 
indicators, but in some areas needs to strengthen 
country capacities and systems through initiatives 
such as the Capacity Development for Development 
Effectiveness (CDDE) Facility, the Asia-Pacific 
Procurement Initiative, and the Managing for 
Development Results action plan.

To enhance aid effectiveness, ADB has been 
harmonizing its policies, procedures, and practices 
with principal development partners—including 
other multilateral development banks—through 
technical working groups and operational 
policy roundtables.

ADB’s policies promote country ownership of 
development projects, donor alignment with country 
systems, and donor harmonization and introduce 
improved approaches for managing for development 
results. 

Advancing the Paris Principles and Accra 
Agenda through partnerships
ADB has been working closely with developing 
member countries and development partners 
within specific country contexts to continue 
localizing the Paris principles and implementing 
the Accra Agenda.

ADB played a significant role at the high-level 
event on South–South Cooperation and Capacity 
Development in Bogota, which facilitated inter-
regional sharing of South–South cooperation 
initiatives and experiences. The event also explored 
synergies between good practices on South–South 
cooperation and aid effectiveness principles. 

ADB and the United Nations Development 
Programme’s Regional Center in Bangkok, Thailand 
with other development partners, set up the 
CDDE Facility to strengthen the capacity of partner 
countries to ensure development effectiveness in 
Asia and the Pacific. A multi-stakeholder community 
of practice has been established to promote South–
South learning. See www.aideffectiveness. org

ADB is also a signatory to the International Aid 
Transparency Initiative, a multi stakeholder initiative 
spearheaded by the Department for International 
Development of the United Kingdom, which commits 
development partners to agree on common standards 
for the timely publication of comprehensive and 
comprehensible information on aid.
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Milestones of the Aid Effectiveness Agenda
2002  Monterrey Financing for Development Conference agrees financing targets to achieve the MDGs; calls for a more effective way

of giving aid to ensure these resources have the maximum impact possible on development.
2003  Rome High Level Forum (HLF) on harmonization: Donors agree to improve in-country coordination to reduce transaction costs

for aid recipients.
2005  Paris HLF-2 and Declaration on Aid Effectiveness: Donors and developing countries agree on 56 action-oriented commitments

to improve the quality of aid. Commitments are monitored against 12 indicators.
2008  Accra HLF-3 and Accra Agenda for Action: All development actors—Development Assistance Committee (DAC) and non-DAC donors, 

developing countries, civil society organizations, parliamentarians and global partnerships—agree on actions needed to accelerate 
achievement of the Paris commitments. 

2011  Busan HLF-4: About 2,000 participants from over 150 countries are expected to attend this multi stakeholder event and endorse a 
possible Busan Declaration determining the future aid quality framework.

Source: Extracts www.oecd.org


