
Safeguards

INFOCUS ADB’s environmental and social safeguards are a cornerstone 
of its support to inclusive economic growth and environmental 
sustainable growth

Challenge How can ADB help developing member countries (DMCs) address environmental and social risks in 
development projects and avoid harm to people and the environment?

Strategy In July 2009, ADB’s Board of Directors approved the Safeguard Policy Statement (SPS) governing the 
environmental and social safeguards of ADB’s operations. The SPS builds upon the three previous safeguard 
policies on the environment, involuntary resettlement, and Indigenous Peoples, and brings them into  
a consolidated policy framework that enhances effectiveness and relevance.

  The objectives of the SPS are to avoid, or when avoidance is not possible, to minimize and mitigate 
adverse project impacts on the environment and affected people, and to help borrowers strengthen their 
safeguard systems and develop the capacity to manage environmental and social risks.

Response The SPS applies to all ADB-supported projects. ADB works with borrowers to put policy principles and 
requirements into practice. Through project review and supervision, ADB ensures that borrowers  
implement safeguard plans and meet ADB’s safeguard requirements. ADB continuously provides capacity 
development support to borrowers through policy dialogue, project support, technical assistance,  
and knowledge products.

ADB’s Strategy 2020
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Read more at  
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The SPS
•	 articulates ADB’s safeguard policy principles on 

the environment, involuntary resettlement, and 
Indigenous Peoples and sets up detailed borrower 
requirements for delivering safeguards;

•	 expands the coverage of environmental 
assessment to include biodiversity conservation 
and sustainable natural resources management, 
pollution prevention and abatement, occupational 
and community health and safety, and physical 
cultural resources;

•	 delineates the roles and responsibilities of ADB 
and its borrowers;

•	 emphasizes safeguard implementation by adding 
new provisions for establishing local grievance 
mechanisms and strengthening ADB’s  
supervision activities;

“Effective implementation of the Safeguard Policy Statement will enhance the effectiveness,  
sustainability and development impact of the projects we support, as well as strengthen more  

generally the safeguard systems of our developing member countries and develop their  
own capacity to manage environmental and social risks of development projects.”

—Nessim J. Ahmad, Director, Environment and Safeguards Division, and Practice Leader for Environment

•	 lays out disclosure and consultation requirements; 
and emphasizes capacity development in DMCs, 
and introduces provisions to the strengthening 
and application of country safeguard systems in 
line with the Paris Declaration and Accra Agenda 
for Action.

Safeguarding the environment
Sound environmental management is critical to 
sustainable development and poverty reduction in 
Asia and the Pacific. Without committed efforts to 
safeguard the environment, pressure will continue 
to build on the region’s land, forests, water systems, 
wetlands, marine ecosystems, and other natural 
resources—assets many of the poor depend on for 
their livelihoods.
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ADB’s environmental safeguards aim to ensure 
the environmental soundness and sustainability 
of projects, and to support the integration of 
environmental considerations into the project 
decision-making process. The SPS requires 
borrowers to identify project impacts and assess 
their significance; examine alternatives; and prepare, 
implement, and monitor environmental management 
plans. The SPS requires borrowers to consult people 
likely to be affected by the project and disclose 
relevant information in a timely manner and in a 
form and in languages understandable to those 
being consulted.

Safeguarding Indigenous Peoples
Nearly three-quarters of the world’s Indigenous 
Peoples live in Asia and the Pacific. Their rights are 
increasingly threatened by development programs 
that could encroach on areas they traditionally own, 
occupy, use, or view as ancestral domain.

ADB’s Indigenous Peoples safeguards aim to 
ensure that the design and implementation of 
projects foster full respect for Indigenous Peoples’ 
identity, dignity, human rights, livelihood systems, 
and cultural uniqueness as defined by the Indigenous 
Peoples themselves so that they receive culturally 
appropriate social and economic benefits, are not 
harmed by the projects, and can participate actively in 
projects that affect them.

For a project with impacts on Indigenous Peoples, 
the SPS requires borrowers to carry out meaningful 
consultation and to prepare and implement an 
Indigenous Peoples plan. The plan includes measures 
to ensure that Indigenous Peoples benefit, and that 
adverse impacts are prevented, or where this is not 
possible, mitigated. The SPS requires that broad 
community support of affected Indigenous Peoples’ 
communities be ascertained for project activities 
to which Indigenous Peoples are deemed 
particularly vulnerable.

Safeguarding resettled people
Involuntary resettlement under development 
projects can give rise to severe economic, social, 
and environmental risks, and result in long-term 
hardship and impoverishment of affected people.

ADB’s involuntary resettlement safeguards aim to 
avoid or at least minimize involuntary resettlement, 
and covers both physical displacement and economic 
displacement caused by acquisition of land and 
restriction on land use.

The SPS requires borrowers to explore alternatives 
to ensure affected people will at least have the 
income and living standards they would have had 
in the absence of the project. Moreover, the SPS 
requires improving the standards of living of the 
displaced poor and vulnerable groups. The SPS 
also calls for meaningful consultation with affected 
people; compensation of losses and provision of 
special measures for the poor and vulnerable; and 
preparation, implementation, and monitoring of time-
bound resettlement plans.

Strengthening Country  
Safeguard Systems
The SPS emphasizes the need to assist DMCs 
to strengthen their country systems to address 
environmental and social issues in development 
projects within the framework of the Paris Declaration 
and Accra Agenda for Action. Since the SPS was 
approved in July 2009, ADB has approved several 
technical assistance projects for this purpose. For 
example, the ongoing technical assistance project, 
Strengthening and Use of Country Safeguard Systems 
($5 million), is providing support in several DMCs to 
strengthen legal frameworks on land acquisition and 
involuntary resettlement, build institutional capacity 
in implementing national laws and regulations, 
engage in meaningful public participation and 
transparency, and enhance financial intermediaries’ 
awareness and know-how in establishing and 
maintaining corporate environmental and social 
responsibility systems. 

INFOCUS

ADB Focal Points
Nessim J. Ahmad
Regional and Sustainable 
Development Department

Xiaoying Ma
Regional and Sustainable 
Development Department

www.adb.org/Safeguards/

For inquiries, contact
ADB Media Center 
mediacenter@adb.org
Tel +63 2 632 5090 

In this publication, $ refers to US dollars.


