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Climate Change and ADB

ADB is helping developing countries shift to low-carbon growth 
and protect those most vulnerable against the expected 
impacts of climate change

Economic growth has lifted hundreds of millions of 
people out of poverty across Asia and the Pacific. 
But as economies have grown, so have pollution and 
resource degradation. This places enormous strain 
on the region’s poor, who are the most vulnerable 
to the impacts of environmental degradation and 
climate change. Unless addressed, this could 
reverse hard-won gains in poverty reduction.

What happens in Asia greatly affects the rest of 
the world. The contribution of Asia’s energy sector 
to global carbon dioxide emissions has more than 
tripled since 1980, from about 8% to 30% today. 
If projections hold, Asia’s contribution could rise to 
43% by 2030, making it the region with the world’s 
highest emissions.

Much of the world’s new energy and urban 
infrastructure will be built in Asia over the coming 
decades, locking in the region’s greenhouse gas 
emission pattern for another 30 to 50 years. 

Asia also has the greatest number of people at 
risk from the impacts of climate change—among 
them, more frequent floods, droughts, coastal 
degradation, and health risks.

“Climate change presents a fundamental threat to continued development in Asia and the Pacific. Appropriate 
financing and related assistance are vital to promote the region’s low-carbon and climate-resilient development.”

—Robert J. Dobias, Senior Advisor, Climate Change Program

Challenge If emissions of greenhouse gases continue to rise, this will have devastating impacts on people’s lives, 
the environment, and economic infrastructure. The poor are the most vulnerable. How do we deal with 
the causes and consequences of climate change in the developing countries of Asia and the Pacific while 
ensuring continued poverty reduction and economic growth?

Strategy ADB’s long-term strategic framework for 2008–2020 (Strategy 2020) places tackling climate change
at the core of our operations.

Response  ADB is supporting a comprehensive program of assistance to developing member countries for climate 
change mitigation and adaptation measures, and the mainstreaming of climate change considerations into 
ADB operations. ADB’s climate change program focuses on clean energy; sustainable transport and urban 
development; land use and forest management for carbon sequestration; climate-resilient development; 
and strengthening policies, governance, and capacity.

Asia’s economies must continue to grow. 
However, without a new development path, the 
region’s prospects for strong, continuous economic 
progress are in serious jeopardy.

Moving Asia to a low-carbon 
and climate-resilient path
ADB is increasingly helping developing economies 
to improve their energy efficiency; expand the 
use of renewable energy sources; reduce fugitive 
greenhouse gas emissions—such as methane—
from landfills; modernize public transport; and 
arrest deforestation using the Reducing Emissions 
from Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD) 
approach, which places a value on forest carbon.

ADB also helps countries adapt to the already 
unavoidable impacts of climate change. Work 
includes national and municipal planning, 
investments in adaptive measures, support for 
insurance and other risk-sharing instruments, 
“climate-proofing” projects, support for climate 
resilience at the community level, and integration of 
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climate change adaptation considerations 
and disaster risk management.

Climate considerations are now central to ADB’s 
country and subregional programming.

Integrating climate change adaptation 
considerations into development
ADB supports country-driven climate change 
adaptation programs by
•	 promoting	the	mainstreaming	of	adaptation	and	

disaster risk reduction into national development 
plans and ADB country partnership strategies; 

•	 helping	build	the	climate	resilience	of	vulnerable	
sectors such as agriculture, energy, transport, 
and health; and

•	 assisting	ADB’s	developing	member	countries	
(DMCs) in climate proofing projects to ensure 
that their outcomes are not compromised 
by climate change and variability or by other 
natural hazards. 

In addition, ADB is helping ensure that the DMCs’ 
poverty reduction strategies and targets take better 
account of climatic conditions and disaster risks, 
and build measures to enhance the resilience of poor 
communities, women, and other vulnerable groups.

We are supporting climate-resilient water 
management in urban, rural, and river basin settings 
through investments and technical assistance, and 
are addressing climate-related risks to long-term 
food security.

ADB is also working on developing relevant 
adaptation methods, tools, practices, and cost-
effective responses, as well as assessments of 
physical, economic, and social vulnerabilities 
and impacts.

Innovative financing and risk-sharing approaches 
are being created to ensure that climate change 
adaptation measures and disaster risk management 
go hand in hand, including insurance and other 
disaster risk finance instruments.

Mainstreaming attention 
to climate change mitigation
ADB is advancing low-carbon growth through 
a range of programs and projects:

Clean Energy Program. Scales up ADB’s clean energy 
investments, raising the original investment target 
of $1 billion per year set for 2008–2012 to $2 billion 
annually starting in 2013, with special emphasis on 
priority energy access for the poor.

Sustainable Transport Initiative. Helps
climate proof transport projects, promotes 
synergistic land use and transport planning, 
and encourages the use of public transport and 
sustainable and integrated transport solutions.

Cities Development Initiative for Asia. Works
with cities, development partners, and the private 
sector to build green, low-carbon and climate-
resilient cities.

Forest conservation. Facilitates access to REDD+ 
financing, and supports protection and sustainable 
use of forests for national and community 
development, while capturing global benefits from 
carbon sequestration and biodiversity conservation.

Private sector engagement. Establishes
mechanisms to facilitate and leverage direct, private 
sector investments in climate-friendly projects 
and strategic investments.

Carbon Market Program. Provides technical
and financial support for Clean Development 
Mechanism projects up to and beyond the current 
Kyoto Protocol commitment period.

Working with partners 
in crosscutting activities
Together with universities, specialized international 
agencies, and other partners, ADB is conducting 
studies in areas such as building climate resilience 
in the agriculture sector, climate change and 
migration, and the economics of climate change.

We are engaging the international community in 
knowledge sharing and outreach, and helping build 
capacities through training, workshops, 
and assistance programs.

We are also strengthening collaboration 
to mobilize further resources, for example, through 
the Climate Investment Funds and the Global 
Environment Facility.

Going forward 
Solutions to climate change hinge largely on how 
quickly the expanding economies of Asia and the 
Pacific can move to a low-carbon and climate-
resilient development path. ADB will continue to 
play a strong role in this region, and welcomes 
further partnerships with developed and developing 
nations and leading knowledge institutions to meet 
this challenge.
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