
Clean Energy

INFOCUS ADB supports energy efficiency measures and development 
of renewable energy to decrease the rate of climate change 
and increase energy security in Asia and the Pacific

The rapid diffusion of renewable energy technologies 
and energy efficient approaches are key strategies 
to effectively reduce the rate of energy demand, 
address energy security, and increase the poor’s 
access to energy in Asia and the Pacific. These are 
the underlying premises of the ADB’s Clean Energy 
Program, conceived as the cohesive program that 
encompasses and guides ADB’s investments and 
initiatives on—and plan of action for—a more 
sustainable and inclusive low-carbon growth.   

The Clean Energy Program is multidimensional 
and employs a multipronged approach to 
(i) lower carbon emissions; (ii) extend the supply of 
commercial energy to all; and (iii) improve economy-
wide efficiency to reduce the growth rate of energy 
demand.

Supporting growth through clean and 
environmentally sustainable energy
From the early 1990s until 2005, ADB had laid the 
groundwork to help its developing member countries 
mitigate greenhouse gas emissions. The Policy 
Initiatives for the Energy Sector was launched in 

“Ensuring energy security and reducing greenhouse gas emissions without sacrificing economic growth and living 
standards is possible. We have been successful in helping our developing member countries achieve this.”

—Samuel Tumiwa, Principal Planning and Coordination Specialist

Challenge Gross domestic product in Asia and the Pacific is projected to grow faster than the rest of the world, at 
the rate of 3.5% through 2030. This may drive demand for energy to increase at an estimated rate of 2.4% 
annually, higher than the global rate of 1.5% for the same period. Carbon emissions in the region are also 
forecast to grow annually at 2.3% through 2030. 

Strategy  ADB will continue to (i) introduce advanced technologies to increase energy efficiency in the region, 
(ii) increase the amount of renewable energy in the region’s energy mix, and (iii) improve access to energy  
for poor and remote regions.

Response  ADB has mainstreamed clean energy into its operations and has put in place a financing mechanism to help 
buy down the cost of clean energy projects. It has launched technology-oriented initiatives for the rapid 
diffusion of low-carbon technologies in the region.

1995 to integrate environmental considerations 
into all energy sector activities for sustainable 
development. A policy review in 2000 aligned ADB’s 
energy operations with the three pillars of its poverty 
reduction strategy.

In 2005, ADB launched its Energy Efficiency 
Initiative to (i) expand ADB’s Clean Energy Program, 
(ii) build greater capacity in ADB’s operations 
departments to develop clean energy projects, 
and (iii) establish new and innovative financing 
instruments for clean energy investments. Technical 
assistance to operations departments provided 
capacity building, planning, policy development, and 
regulatory and communication support to develop a 
pipeline of clean energy projects and encourage clean 
energy investments in developing member countries.

Clean energy investment—first targeted at 
$1 billion by 2008—was surpassed by $690 million 
in the same year and by $260 million in 2009. 
This achievement signified ADB’s commitment 
in expanding its clean energy portfolio. This was 
reinforced by the Energy Policy of 2009 with the 
inclusion of energy efficiency and renewable energy 
as part of the three pillars of implementation.

ADB’s Strategy 2020
meeting the needs of Asia 
and the Pacific

Strategic Direction 
•	 Inclusive Economic Growth
•	 Environmentally 

Sustainable Growth 
•	 Regional Integration

Drivers of Change 
•	 Private Sector
•	 Good Governance
•	 Gender Equity
•	 Knowledge Solutions 
•	 Partnerships

Read more at  
www.adb.org/Strategy2020/



In this publication, $ refers to US dollars. Asian Development Bank. April 2011.

ADB raised the annual clean energy target to 
$2 billion by 2013, indicating increasing recognition 
of the relevance and urgency of clean energy  
in the era of climate change. Clean energy 
components have also been integrated into  
projects in other sectors, such as transport  
and urban development.

The Clean Energy Program seeks to achieve its 
objectives through (i) expanding ADB’s clean energy 
investments in developing member countries;  
(ii) assisting in the implementation of demand-
side clean energy components in projects in water, 
transport, urban, agriculture, and other sectors; and 
(iii) tracking the pipeline of clean energy projects 
and monitoring achievements against ADB’s 
institutional indicators on poverty reduction and 
development as well as indicators under the 2009 
Energy Policy.

Catalyzing investments in clean energy
ADB uses concessional funds to catalyze much-
needed clean energy investments and leverage 
additional resources from the private sector.

The Clean Energy Financing Partnership Facility 
was established in 2007 to increase energy security 
among ADB’s developing member countries. It 
assists them in the ongoing transformation of their 
economies to low-carbon development by financing 
the deployment of new, more efficient, and less 
polluting supply and end-use technologies.

The facility comprises the multi-donor Clean 
Energy Fund, which is supported by the governments 
of Australia, Norway, Spain, and Sweden; an 
individual donor, the Asian Clean Energy Fund, 
supported by the Japan government; and the Carbon 
Capture and Storage Fund, in partnership with the 
Global Carbon Capture and Storage Institute  
in Australia.

The Climate Change Fund’s clean energy 
component aims to promote clean energy 
development as a solution to mitigate climate 
change, helping shift the economic growth  
trajectory from characteristically high-carbon to 
low-carbon development.

Enabling rapid diffusion of low-carbon 
technologies within the region
Acceptance and enthusiasm for clean energy is high 
among developing member countries, as reflected 
by the increasing scale of ADB’s clean energy 
investments. Clean energy technology transfer and 
deployment could be scaled up much more. ADB will 
rapidly diffuse low-carbon technologies through the 
following new programs and approaches:

Asia clean energy venture initiative. By providing 
early equity to start-up Asian companies with  
readily deployable clean energy technologies,  
ADB can kick-start the development of nascent 
eligible technologies and help minimize potential 
co-investors’ perceived risk of investing in  
target technologies.

Carbon capture and storage (CCS). By partnering 
with the Global Carbon Capture and Storage 
Institute, ADB will produce a comprehensive road 
map for CCS demonstration projects, as well as 
policy, legal, and regulatory frameworks to overcome 
barriers to broad commercial-scale deployment  
of CCS.

Renewable energy certificates. Renewable energy 
certificates can encourage the development of clean 
energy technologies by subsidizing production  
of electricity generated from renewable sources.  
ADB will work to promote this market- 
based instrument.

A marketplace for transfer of low-carbon 
technologies. By establishing a marketplace 
to support buyers and sellers of low-carbon 
technologies, ADB can ease the transfer and rapid 
diffusion of these technologies.

Solar energy initiative. By developing a solar 
energy forum, ADB can provide a platform to 
lower key barriers to developing utility-scale solar 
photovoltaic technology, while developing incentives 
to accelerate technology diffusion.

Scaling up wind projects. ADB intends to scale 
up wind projects. The Quantum Leap in Wind and the 
small wind power system programs are intended to 
aggregate the market for wind to lower the cost of 
technology and catalyze deployment.
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Essential website links

ADB’s Energy Policy 
www.adb.org/Documents/
Policies/Energy-Policy/Energy-
Policy-2009.asp

Energy Outlook for Asia 
and the Pacific  
www.adb.org/Documents/
Books/Energy-Outlook/default 
.asp

Energy Statistics in Asia 
and the Pacific (1990–2006) 
www.adb.org/Documents/
Books/Energy-Statistics/
default.asp

ADB’s Clean Energy website 
www.adb.org/Clean-Energy

ADB’s Climate Change website 
www.adb.org/Documents/
Brochures/Climate-Change/
default.asp

ADB Focal Point
Aiming Zhou
Regional and Sustainable 
Development Department

For inquiries, contact
ADB Media Center 
mediacenter@adb.org
Tel +63 2 632 5090 

Clean energy knowledge sharing

ADB hosts and supports numerous regional knowledge-sharing activities to promote information exchange and new partnerships to advance 
clean energy solutions. These include the highly successful Asia Clean Energy Forum, the Carbon Forum Asia, the Clean Energy Expo Asia, 
the Clean Energy Expo China, and the High-Level Dialogue on Climate Change in Asia and the Pacific. Technology specific initiatives such as 
Quantum Leap in Wind and  Asia Solar Energy Initiative have knowledge sharing  and partnership components.


