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Background  
 

Human race is undergoing the most difficult period of its history. It is struggling with 
multidimensional problems, including poverty, food insecurity, climate change, 
diseases, and security issues. Howbeit, environmental degradation has 
overshadowed all problems. The severity of the problem can be judged by the 
intensity and sphere of impact. It is widely debated that environmental degradation 
has threatened the very existence of the mother earth. The conscious minds of the 
world are urging the world leaders and governments to act urgently and decisively 
to save the planet.  

 
Responding to the call, the United Nations have created a good number of bodies and 
institutions, e.g. United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), United Nations 
Framework Conventions on Climate Change (UNFCC) etc. These bodies are instituted 
to speed up the process of policy formulation and implementation. Regional 
organizations and small groups like European Union, SAARC, ASEAN, G-7, G-20 and 
many others are also showing willingness to work to combat the environmental 
degradation.   
 
Despite all the institutional frameworks, talks and strong calls for action by 
governments, the problem is getting worse by the day. The situation can be best 
understood by analyzing the current state of environment and environmental 
degradation.  It is evident that floods are increasing, heatwaves are on the rise, waste 
problem is getting bigger, air & water pollution is haunting humans, and are creating 
numerous problems. The dream of human prosperity has been impacted severely by 
environmental degradation. Human are compelled to live in a polluted and disaster 
risk prone environment.   
 
Experts believe that there can be many reasons for this state of affairs, but the most 
important one is blindly following GDP led growth model put forward by the 
capitalist system. It is widely accepted that the Capitalist model which follows the 
anthropogenic-centric development model has undermined the prosperity of 
mankind and violated eco-ethics. The model has disregarded the environment and 
nature as part of system and treated it as external factors to fulfil the material 
objectives. It led to exploitation of natural resources and burdened the environment 
with pollution, waste, harmful gases and irreversible process like climate change.  
 
The other prominent side effect of the model is concentration of wealth in few hands 
and widespread in-equality. Environmental degradation is further enhancing the in-
equalities.  Human race achieved the goal of modernization but at the cost of 
environment and wide-spread in-equalities in every part of the world. It has been 
mentioned time and again that the resources are exploited and concentrated in few 
hands and large majority of people are suffering.  
 



Unfortunately, the regional and international organizations are still trying to find a 
solution inside the existing model of development. The efforts have proven futile 
because the real problem is being ignored. The real problem is system, which is root 
cause of current state of environmental degradation and in-equalities.   
 
Hence, there is need to change the existing system and replace it with a system that 
can help the environment and humanity. The system should be more responsible in 
terms of environment and equitable in term of human, which can ensure prosperity. 
The debate has been started on the concept during the last few decades. Eco-
civilization has been proposed as an alternative to solve the existing problems of 
environmental degradation and prosperity. The theory of eco-civilization has been 
built on two important concepts:  
 

1. Constructive Post-modernization  
2. Ecological Marxism 

 
There is a need to understand these concepts to understand the importance and 
relevance of eco-civilization. The concepts have evolved during the last three decades. 
These concepts are basically emphasizing on the prosperity instead of accumulation 
of wealth or resources and evade exploitation of nature. The experts and scholars like 
Griffin, Cobb, Kang Ouyang, Fred Magdoff and Foster etc. are suggesting the world 
to apply these concepts to realize the dream of Eco-civilization and ensure a safe and 
healthy life for our future generations and mother earth.  
 
China is the only country which has started to pay heed to this new thinking and 
started to work towards it. President Xi Jinping has made it a top priority of 
government and has asked everyone to follow it. He categorically said thatGDP 
should not be the only focus of China, China should look at development as a tool of 
prosperity, that care for the environment and humans equally. President Xi has linked 
his thoughts with the vision of shared prosperity, shared future and shared destiny.  
 

Structure of Paper 
 
The paper mainly aims to study the current state of environmental degradation, 
human prosperity and future course of actions. It will briefly analyze the current 
development model, environment status, prosperity and new model of development. 
The paper will conclude with the framework of econ-civilization and its relevance for 
shared prosperity.  Following would be the structure of the paper 
 

1. State of Environment and Prosperity 
2. Constructive Post-modernization and Ecological Marxism 
3. Eco-civilization and China 
4. Eco-civilization Goals 
5.  Eco-civilization and CPEC 
6. Conclusion 

   



 State of Environment and Prosperity  
 
WWF has warned that environmental cost would be US$ 709 billion per year. It is 
feared that the costs can further increase as the world is responding to the challenge 
according to the severity of the problem1. The major challenges of environment are 
climate change, pollution of air and water), oceans are becoming a hub of waste and 
temperature is rising due to climate change, energy, loss of biodiversity and soil 
erosion etc.2 Climate change is the biggest environmental problem which has manifold 
implications for humanity and the planet. It has threatened the very existence of earth.  
 
The cost of environment for China has also increased multiple times during the period 
of 2004 to 2017. It has been estimated that the cost of environment reached the level of 
1892 billion yuan in 2017 from 511 billion yuan in 2004. However, after the 2014 the 
rate of increase is on decline due to massive investment of China in environment 
sector3.  
 
Simultaneously, the world is also facing an enormous challenge on the development 
front. According to World Bank 600 million people will be living below the extreme 
poverty line till 20304. FAO stated that 820 million people are food insecure across the 
world5. World Health Organization pointed out that 2.2 billion people are in need of 
safe drinking water6. IEA, 2018 report came up with the findings that 1.1 bullion 
people need electricity and 2.8 billion good cooking fuel7. Presently 70.8 million 
people are displaced or refugees8. On top of that 263 million kids are out of school9. 
COVID-19 has further exacerbated the situation. Livelihoods of billions of people are 
on stake. Millions of people have already lost their jobs. Countries are struggling to 
find some solutions to combat the challenge of COVID-19. A rise in poverty and food 
insecurity is feared in the coming years 
 
These problems are haunting humans at a time when the world was already 
struggling to meet the basic demands of infrastructure, services and livelihood 
opportunities for people. The world is already unable to bridge the gap of required 
investment and real investment. It has been estimated that there would be a gap of 
US$ 5.5 trillion on yearly basis till 2035.   

 
1 http://econews.com.au/63593/wwf-warns-environmental-degradation-on-course-to-cost-global-
economy-15tr/  
2 https://www.soas.ac.uk/cedep-demos/000_P500_ESM_K3736-Demo/unit1/page_11.htm  
3 https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2666498420300089  
4 http://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/765601591733806023/pdf/How-Much-Does-
Reducing-Inequality-Matter-for-Global-Poverty.pdf  
5 https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/07/1042411  
6 https://www.unwater.org/who-and-unicef-launch-updated-estimates-for-water-sanitation-and-
hygiene/  
7 https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2018/06/1-billion-people-lack-electricity-solution-mini-grid-
iea/  
8 https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2019/6/5d03b22b4/worldwide-displacement-tops-70-
million-un-refugee-chief-urges-greater-solidarity.html  
9 http://uis.unesco.org/en/news/263-million-children-and-youth-are-out-school  

http://econews.com.au/63593/wwf-warns-environmental-degradation-on-course-to-cost-global-economy-15tr/
http://econews.com.au/63593/wwf-warns-environmental-degradation-on-course-to-cost-global-economy-15tr/
https://www.soas.ac.uk/cedep-demos/000_P500_ESM_K3736-Demo/unit1/page_11.htm
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2666498420300089
http://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/765601591733806023/pdf/How-Much-Does-Reducing-Inequality-Matter-for-Global-Poverty.pdf
http://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/765601591733806023/pdf/How-Much-Does-Reducing-Inequality-Matter-for-Global-Poverty.pdf
https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/07/1042411
https://www.unwater.org/who-and-unicef-launch-updated-estimates-for-water-sanitation-and-hygiene/
https://www.unwater.org/who-and-unicef-launch-updated-estimates-for-water-sanitation-and-hygiene/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2018/06/1-billion-people-lack-electricity-solution-mini-grid-iea/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2018/06/1-billion-people-lack-electricity-solution-mini-grid-iea/
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2019/6/5d03b22b4/worldwide-displacement-tops-70-million-un-refugee-chief-urges-greater-solidarity.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2019/6/5d03b22b4/worldwide-displacement-tops-70-million-un-refugee-chief-urges-greater-solidarity.html
http://uis.unesco.org/en/news/263-million-children-and-youth-are-out-school


 
In such circumstances, world is struggling to find a way for development, which have 
least environmental implications. Moreover, it is also looking for financial resources 
which can help to bridge the investment gap. China, presents a solution to meet these 
requirements in the form of Belt and Route Initiative and plan of eco-civilization.  
 

Constructive Post-modernization and Ecological Marxism 
 
The present state of affairs of environment and prosperity of people has raised many 
questions on the existing model of economic, environmental and social development. 
The stats tell us that we, the humans, are consuming 1.6 time of resources which the 
earth can regenerate. On social side 62 richest persons of world owned resources equal 
to 3.7 billion people, which are working to sustain US$ 2.50 for sustaining life10. So, 
humanity and nature are losing and few in the systems are making money. It has 
created problems of “in-adequate and unbalanced” development. China has also 
diagnosed the same problem that hinder prosperity, which is reflected in third 
contraction principle. President Xi in his contradiction principle highlighted that 
economic growth and development is “in-adequate and unbalanced”.   
 
John B. Cobb, 1999, attributed the environmental degradation and the plight of people 
to modernization model of development. He argues that the economic growth has 
been achieved at the expense of environment, nature and human prosperity. The 
system has also induced destructions in social life, but the biggest challenge of climate 
emerged from the persistent following of the system11.  
 
Kang Ouyang, a well know scholar on Marxism, is of the point of view that the existing 
model of development has ignore the positive role of nature, ecology, indigenous 
wisdom and prosperity of human. He further explained that scientific knowledge has 
ignored the importance of religion in striking balance between human and nature and 
among human12.  
 
Ben Agger, in 1979 presented the idea of Ecological Marxism in his book. He 
highlighted that the current practices of capitalist system will lead to consumption of 
resources beyond the capacity of nature to reproduce. In the long run it would not be 
sustainable, as resources will not be able to meet the demand of capitalist system of 
production and economic growth. It will create a crisis and the system can collapse13. 
we are facing an unprecedented crises in the form of climate change, in-equality and 
human disparities. Although, the crisis started in mid 1970s but now it is growing at 

 
10 https://davidkorten.org/living-earth-econ-for-eco-civ/  
11 John B. Cobb, Jr,. Earthist Challenge to Economist (London: MacMillan Press, 1999), 42 
12 Kang Ouyang,“The Weicheng (Fortress Besieged) of Modernization and Its Transcendence—On the 
Values Orientation of Constructive Postmodernism and its Inspiration,” Seeking Truth 30, no.1 (2003): 
39–43. (in Chinese). 
13 Pearson Education, “Ecological Marxism,” http://wps.pearsoned.co.uk. 
 

https://davidkorten.org/living-earth-econ-for-eco-civ/
http://wps.pearsoned.co.uk/ema_uk_he_marsh_sociology_4/130/33341/8535481.cw/index.htm


an alarming pace and it has shaken the economic and social fabric of the world. 
Humans are desperate to find a solution for it.  
 
Griffin’s point was that Marxism’s application to ecology shows that the ecological 
system cannot fulfill the unlimited desires of the capitalistic system. He urged that the 
world need to look for a solution beyond the capitalist system. As, capitalism cannot 
present a solution because it, itself is part of the problem14.  
 
Fred Magdoff and Foster urged that capital economic system and environment have 
a reverse relationship. Which mean when the economic system is performing good or 
showing positive trajectory, it has negative consequences for environment. When the 
system is in crisis the environmental indicators start to improve15. It is a very strong 
observation, that has an example in the ongoing pandemic when during COVID-19 
the environment started to improve dramatically. The improvement in environment 
was also observed during the financial crisis of 2007-08. However, after the financial 
crisis environment started to deteriorate more quickly.   
 
Alfred North Whitehead suggested that the world needs new enlightenment or to 
transcend post-modernization. However, he was not anti-modernization, rather he 
was focused to refine the system in such a way that the world can benefit from 
modernization and post-modernization, equally16. Therefore, it is being recognized as 
a constructive post-modernization theory. The theory has many similarities to the 
concept of ecological Marxism, as both look for a change in the production system, 
care for nature and equitable resource distribution.  
 
In 2015, Parliament of World Religions also stress the need for better production, 
growth and eco friendly system. In its declaration it called for “The future we embrace 
will be a new ecological civilization and a world of peace, justice and sustainability, with the 
flourishing of the diversity of life. We will build this future as one human family within the 
greater Earth community”17.  
 
Whitehead, Griffin and Cobb followed the idea of constructive post-modernization, 
ecological Marxism and made it talking point. The evolution of theory of Ecological 
Marxism can be understood in four phases built on the work of William Leiss and Ben 
Agger’s theory of ecological crisis; James O’Connor’s Dual-Crisis Theory; Joel Kovel’s 
eco-socialism; and John Bellamy Foster and Paul Burkett’s ecological Marxism18. 
 

 
14 David Griffin, Zonghao Bao, and Pinyue Lu, “Step out of Business as Usual—An Interview with David 

Griffin,” Chinese Social Sciences Today, September 21, 2012 
15 Fred Magdoff and John Bellamy Foster, What Every Environmentalist Needs To Know About Capitalism: 

A Citizen’s Guide to Capitalism And The Environment (New York: Monthly Review Press, 2011), 61 
16 Jay McDaniel, “Mei’s Invitation: A Gentle Asceticism for Chinese and Americans,” Crosscurrents 57, no.4, 

(2008): 526–44. 
17 https://parliamentofreligions.org/civicrm/petition/sign?sid=4  
18 Cai Ping and Hua Zhanglin, “Is Ecological Marxism Western Marxism?,” Academic Forum7 (2007): 66–

69 (in Chinese) 

https://parliamentofreligions.org/civicrm/petition/sign?sid=4


Griffin and Cobb focused on China to champion the implementation19 of the concept. 
The term Ecological Marxism started to get traction during 1980s, as China was in 
initial stages of reforms. The application of Marxism to tackle the ecological issues and 
human prosperity were areas of interests for the Chinese leaders and scholars. The 
work of Agger, Whitehead, Griffin, Cobb and many helped to understand the theory 
with the Western approach. Moreover, Chinese are also benefiting from their 
philosophy and trying to act faster rather than waiting for the world. As Prof. Haung 
said, should we wait for the collapse of capitalist system, or should we sit idle20? No 
China need to move and move fast.  
 
Chinese scholars and experts, especially from the field of Marxism started to look into 
the concept and now are working with great zeal. They are working tirelessly to 
design and implement the concept of the eco-civilization. The urgency in actions in 
very clear since the beginning of President Xi took the office.  
 

 Eco-Civilization and China  
 
China historically has been active on environmental protection. The first traces of 
environmental protection can be traced back to BCE. Han Feizi wrote that during the 
Shang Dynasty (1600-1046) there were penalties for dumping waste on roads or open 
spaces. Shang Dynasty made a law which punished a person by cutting off his finger 
if he throws the waste on the road21. The traditional philosophy, wisdom and spiritual 
thoughts also highlights the importance of environment. Tao’s concept of nature, 
Confucius's harmony between human and nature and Buddhism teachings all point 
towards the importance of nature. Pan is of the point of view that these Chinese 
traditional wisdom and religion can help combating the environmental problems in 
modern times. He further highlighted the importance of religion to counter the 
environmental degradation22.  
 
Tao’s concept of nature and deity is more concerned about the inner world, peace, 
well-being of people and give less importance to wealth accumulation. Confucius’s 
harmony thoughts revolve around the prosperity of human beings by striking a 
balance between needs of people and nature. In addition, Buddha's teachings also 
played a central role in religious and social evolution of China. These concepts and 
teachings of elder helped China to build on the concept of prosperity and 

 
19 Zhihe Wang, Huili He and Meijun Fan, The Role of Ecological Marxism and Constructive 

Postmodernism—Beyond the Predicament of Legislation 

 
20 Huang Zongliang, “Seeking Ways to Save Humankind from Existence Crisis,” in Kang Ruihua, et. 

al., Critique, Construction, and Inspiration: A Study of Foster’s Ecological Marxist Thought (Beijing: Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences Publishing House, 2011), 5  
21 https://monthlyreview.org/2014/11/01/the-ecological-civilization-debate-in-china/  
22 Pan Yue, “Marxist Notion of Religion Must Catch up with Time,” Huaxia Times, December 15, 2001  
 

https://monthlyreview.org/2014/11/01/the-ecological-civilization-debate-in-china/


environmental consciousness. Shang and other Dynasties learned from them and 
applied them. 
 
The modern China is also conscious about the need and importance of environment 
and its role in human prosperity. From 1979 onwards China introduced a number of 
environmental laws and strict actions. China’s progress on the introduction of laws 
and rule was good23 but the application of these laws is debatable24.  
 
Policy of opening up and reforms started from 1978 adopting the capitalist system of 
production. As, Mr. Deng pointed out that socialist system of production is not able 
to meet the demand of people. It led to adaptation of modernization of West. China 
followed the Western model for 30 years, which introduced the many environmental 
problems. The cost of environment started to rise, especially for human being. The 
resources started to bear the brunt of excessive exploitation.  
 
There is no doubt that did wonder on enhancing the forest cover. It has been 
highlighted by NASA that China contributed 42.3 percent in greening trend of mother 
earth. China has also invested heavily on afforestation and ne forests. According to 8th 
national forest inventory the forest cover of China has increased from 8.6 percent in 
1949 to 21.5 percent. It is expected that 9th inventory will show further increase as 
China has speed up the process of forestation25.  
 
On other hand China has already introduced many laws like water pollution, air 
pollution, renewable energy, 660 local regulations and 800 national standards26 but 
the application remain a major concern. Pollution started to cause deaths and bad 
environment for living. The situation led the Government of China to ponder more 
seriously on the problem in the early 2000s. President Hu Jintao in 2007 asked for 
adaptation of eco-civilization principles and work on creating a balance between 
economy and environment27. From here the political leadership of China has adopted 
the term start to work on it. It is worth mentioning here that eco-civilization is a 
comprehensive term which includes economic development, environmental 
protection and social development. It focuses on a world where everything on earth 
has a right and we need to respect it.   
  

President Xi Jinping Vision of Eco-civilization 
 
President Xi Jinping said, eco-civilization is great plan for China to achieve to 
sustainable development” and achieve the goal of beautiful China till 2050.  Hence, 

 
23 Wang Canfa, “The Current Situation and Future Anticipation of China’s Modern Environmental 

Legislation,” March 11, 2011, http://gesep.com  
24 Mat McDermott, “Why China’s Environmental Laws Have Been Useless in Stopping Pollution,” 

September 24, 2010, http://treehugger.com 
25 https://news.cgtn.com/news/3d3d674d30677a4e32457a6333566d54/index.html  
26 Li Xuan, “China’s Environmental Legislation Has Entered Benefit Game Period,” Green Leaf 10 (2009): 

122–25 
27 https://journals.openedition.org/chinaperspectives/8463  

http://www.gesep.com/news/show_62_280433.html
http://www.gesep.com/news/show_62_280433.html
http://www.treehugger.com/corporate-responsibility/why-chinas-environmental-laws-have-been-useless-in-stopping-pollution.html
https://news.cgtn.com/news/3d3d674d30677a4e32457a6333566d54/index.html
https://journals.openedition.org/chinaperspectives/8463


the policy framework and actions must be transformative in nature, to achieve the 
objective of construction of ecological civilization. It is necessary that the basic 
framework must be in place before the 2035, the target date for modern China28.  
 
President Xi keeps the eco-civilization at the core of all decisions for steering the China 
to achieve eco-civilization with Chinese characteristics. President Xi said, green is gold 
and integral part of eco-civilization. Eco-civilization is key to build a beautiful China 
and achieve the China Dream29. President Xi is also leading at global level in steering 
the process of transition to an environment friendly development. He is vocal about 
the importance of Paris Climate Change Agreement. President Xi is continuously 
stressing upon nations to adhere to the objectives of Paris Climate Change Agreement. 
China under the leadership of President Xi is working to achieve the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). President Xi has made it compulsory for government 
officials to look SDGs as important part of planning.  
 
President Xi at domestic level has accelerated the efforts to implement Paris Climate 
Change Agreement, achieve the Sustainable Development Goals and Eco-civilization. 
He is convinced that to achieve all these goals, there is need to redefine the 
relationship between; 
  
1) Market and Society  
2) Resource allocation institutions and environmental regulators  
3) Focus of government at all levels  
 
He envisioned that these actions and reforms are necessary for realizing the dream of 
eco-civilization and beautiful China. He is also focusing on the importance of social 
responsibility and asking society to act as unit. According to him, the goal of better 
environment and living cannot be achieved without the active and meaningful 
participation of society. 
 
President Xi’s vision of Eco-civilization is based on three distinct thoughts and 
practices. First, President Xi takes guidance from the Marxist philosophy and its focus 
on relationship between man and nature. He particularly concentrates on integration 
of three theories of Marxism, dialectics of history, dialectical of materialism and 
dialectics of nature. Second, President Xi’s vision of eco-civilization is rooted in 
traditional wisdom of China and role of thoughts of elders of China. He is putting 
efforts to integrate traditional Chinese knowledge and the elements of modern 
development and modernity. Lastly, it is based on the environmental governance 
history in China and environmental disasters which happened in the recent past. Now 
he is focused on improving the environment and has concluded that “economic 
development is important but lucid water and green mountains are more important 
for healthy living30.   

 
28 https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/545291/eawp-021-ecological-civilization-
prc.pdf  
29 https://reliefweb.int/report/china/green-gold-strategy-and-actions-chinas-ecological-civilization  
30 https://www.worldscientific.com/doi/abs/10.1142/S2345748119750022?journalCode=cjues  

https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/545291/eawp-021-ecological-civilization-prc.pdf
https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/545291/eawp-021-ecological-civilization-prc.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/china/green-gold-strategy-and-actions-chinas-ecological-civilization
https://www.worldscientific.com/doi/abs/10.1142/S2345748119750022?journalCode=cjues


 
President Xi from the beginning of his presidential term is focused on creating a 
balance between economic development and environment. He is of the view that 
green mountains and blue water is more important than gold mountains. He is 
convinced that ecology and GDP are mutually inclusive and re-enforce each other. ‘A 
beautiful China is the guiding principle for future since 18th CPC meeting. Political 
leaderships under the President Xi has made it a goal and is working to achieve it.31 
The guidelines for achieving the objectives are; 
 

1. Protection first, scientifically demarcate and adhere to the ecological protection red 
line  

2. Adhere to the rule of law and strengthen the legal guarantee of ecological civilization 
construction  

3. Innovation-driven and enhancing the scientific and technological support of 
ecological civilization construction  

4. Adhere to the system thinking and improve the top-level design of ecological 
environment management system  

5. Insist on taking the people as the base and advocate the emergence of a new cultural 
movement for the whole people's ecological civilization  

China has taken many steps under President Xi to tackle the environmental problems. 
In 2014 at CPC meeting it was decided that environmental protection will be a key 
indicator to evaluate performance. Prime Minister Li said that blind development has 
impacted environment and now we will work to improve the environment and devise 
a model of development which has limited consequences for the environment. 
President Xi in his speech at Paris highlighted that China achieved marvelous growth 
but environment is facing negative consequences. Therefore, we are working to 
improve it32.  
 
In 2018 China further accelerated the efforts. China is also expediting work on Yangtze 
River area development in accordance with the vision of President Xi. China is trying 
to implement the principles of Eco-civilization in the development of Yellow River 
region. President Xi has directed that the development plans must be developed by 
keeping in mind the carrying capacity of Yellow River.  
 
President Xi Jinping is trying to infuse his vision at all levels. For that purpose, 
President Xi is working to lay down the required institutional framework. It has been 
observed that during the period of President Xi environmental institutions are 
strengthened in term of capacity and power to govern. Now environmental 

 

31 Pan Xiang-chao Research on Xi Jinping's Thought of Ecological Civilization and Environment 
Sustainable Development , Mianyang Teacher’s College Mianyang, Sichuan China 

32 http://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/china-moves-towards-ecological-
civilisation/  

http://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/china-moves-towards-ecological-civilisation/
http://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/china-moves-towards-ecological-civilisation/


institutions have power to impose strict punishments and means to implement the 
required interventions. Institutions have also been provided the required financial 
resources to implement the plans.  
 
Now, under President Xi China has made environmental inspection is an integral part 
of government functions. In 2017 government of China sent 5600 law enforcement 
officers to inspect the environment. In 2018 government sent 18000 law enforcement 
officers for inspection. Environmental problems are being publicized first time and 
government is also seeking assistance from people to achieve the target of eco-
civilization. President Xi consider environment as a matter of national security. Hence, 
he is prioritizing it33.  
 
President Xi has also ordered the energy transformation. The government of China 
has launched many renewable energy projects. China is also working on increasing 
efficiency of energy and retiring coal and other dirty energy plants. The energy mix of 
China shows that 28 percent energy comes from renewable sector. It is huge jump as 
compare to few years’ back statistics34. President Xi has further accelerated efforts to 
go for clean energy and reduce the energy use. For example, he is working to draw a 
new of heating in China. He has asked the authorities to work on replacing coal-based 
heating system with natural gas or other clean means of heating.  
 
President Xi has also announced to build ten national parks. It is part of strategy to 
protect the environment and resources of China. China aims to build park to protect 
entire eco-system. The first park, The Sanjiangyuan National Park is expected to be 
opened in 2020. It is pilot project and China is also learning from the experience of 
other countries35.  
 

 
33 https://www.globaltimes.cn/content/1137873.shtml  
34 https://www.iea.org/data-and-statistics/charts/electricity-mix-in-china-q1-2020  
35 https://news.cgtn.com/news/2019-08-19/Chinese-President-Xi-stresses-national-park-system-as-
1st-forum-opens-JhEQR9VJTi/index.html  
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Now China is entering to important phase of reforms for eco-civilization. The 
upcoming development plan (2021-2025) would be critical juncture for defining the 
future contours of actions and outcomes. It is also time for the activation of mid-term 
plan (2020-2035) to transfer China into modern country, which pave the way for the 
mid-term plan (2035-2050). Thus, President Xi has accelerated his efforts to define the 
future transformative policies and actions. He is continuously visiting the country and 
asking local governments to be active and actively participate in the construction of 
ecological civilization. He is advocating for a rational approach in production and 
consumption. He is of the view that massive production and consumption lead to 
massive emissions. Hence, China should look for rational systems, avoid waste and 
promote thrift. President Xi in 2020 has asked his nation to minimize waste or 
eliminate it. He is promoting thrift. He is asking people to adopt a simple and low 
consumption mod of life.    
 
However, to achieve the all the targets above and vision of President Xi, CPC, central 
committee, local party and government officials at levels will have to work together. 
CPC and central committee will provide policy and guidelines for action, and local 
party members and governments will have to implement with sense of responsibility 
and accountability. President Xi said, “all local governments and party leaders would 
be held accountable for environmental damage in their regions”.   
 
The vision put forward by President Xi has influenced the environmentalists and 
proponents of sustainable development across the world. The community was 
advocating this transformative vision and actions for a long. Unfortunately, they 
could not get it and they were looking for leadership to lead the way. President Xi is 



filling this vacuum by presenting his transformative vision of eco-civilization36. David 
Korten is enthusiastic advocate of the concept and working to expand the vision at 
global level37.    
        
President Xi is convinced that eco-civilization is best path to follow to counter the 
present and future challenges. Moreover, he is also looking at it as a source of strength 
in future. President Xi’s statement that eco-civilization is power in present and 
advantage in future, summarize the argument.  
 
 
  

 
36 https://ensia.com/voices/ecological-civilization/  
37 http://davidkorten.org/living-earth-econ-for-eco-civ/  
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Eco-civilization Goals 
 
China is in the process to develop a model of development, which would be based on 
the concepts of constructive post-modernization, ecological Marxism, traditional 
Chinese wisdom and modern socialism which leads to realization of the dream of Eco-
civilization. China has introduced many reforms in accordance with the principles of 
eco-civilization and is showing good progress. However, there is a need to structure 
these efforts against certain goals. The goals should be developed in accordance with 
socialistic characteristics of China, as President Xi always described it as priority.  
 
On the basis of analysis and review of China’s policies, Ecological Marxism, 
Constructive Post-modernization and Chinese traditional wisdom and modernity; 
following six goals can be developed; 
 

1. Goal-1: Economy: Prosperity Led Growth and Development 

2. Goal-2: Environment: Environment sensitive and ecological limitation 
sensitive economy 

3. Goal-3: Social: Spiritual and need based development   

4. Goal-4: Political: Inclusive, corruption free, moral based and people centric  

5. Goal-5: Culture: Community, thrift, no waste, care,  

6. Goal-5: Sharing: Shared Destiny, Shared Future, Shared Prosperity   
 
The six goals can be presented as an alternative to achieve the dream of prosperity. 
These goals can have the following indicators; 
 
Goals Indicators 

Goal-1 1. Human centric development 
2. Mechanisms of distribution of resources 
3. Making living not money 
4. Measurement of prosperity not GDP 

Goal-2 1. Limiting resources use 
2. Environment at heart of development 
3. Following ethics of nature 
4. Harmony between economy and nature 

Goal-3 1. Welfare of all 
2. No in-equality 
3. No class differences 
4. Universal education 
5. Universal health 
6. Respect for diversity 
7. Social cohesion 

Goal-4 1. Inclusive governance 
2. Equal law 
3. Open participation 



4. Fair play 
5. Selection for job or meritocracy 
6. Institutional linkages and coordination  

Goal-5 1. Community thinking 
2. Thrift 
3. No waste 
4. Care for individual 
5. Morality 
6. Ethics 

Goal-6 1. Shared prosperity 
2. Shared future 
3. Shared destiny 
4. National dream 
5. Partnership 
6. Win-win cooperation 
7. Care for diversity 

 
These are few indicators we can further delve on the concept and refine the indicators.  
 

Eco-Civilization and CPEC 
  
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) present opportunities for Pakistan to be 
part of the Eco-civilization drive of China. As, CPEC is a multidimensional project and 
includes a number of areas. The major areas of cooperation are; 
 

1. Energy 
2. Infrastructure 
3. Industry 
4. Tourism 
5. Agriculture 
6. Science and Technology 
7. Transport 
8. Skill development 

 
These are all areas which are an integral part of eco-civilization. Pakistan can work 
with China to apply the concepts of eco-civilization. CPEC being the flagship project 
of BRI can also act as flagship project for eco-civilization.  
 
It is heartening to note that China and Pakistan are already working on different 
aspects of eco-civilization. Both countries have heavily invested and are investing in 
renewable and clean energy. Solar and wind energy projects already started to 
produce. Government has also included hydropower projects in CPEC. Most recently 
government started two new projects of hydropower in addition to other renewables 
energy projects.  
 



Pakistan and China can also apply the principles of Eco-civilization during the second 
phase, especially in industrial and agriculture cooperation. Government of Pakistan 
can work with China to build one of the SEZ according to new standards of 
development and eco-civilization. The proposed SEZ should have industry which 
follow the green principles. SEZ should be provided clean energy and clean services 
should be provided. Government should also introduce special policy incentives for 
this proposed SEZ. China should prioritize cooperation in this SEZ and encourage 
investors form China to venture here. The required technologies and skills should be 
also provided jointly. The successful execution of this proposed SEZ will help to create 
a model for other countries under BRI. 
 
Second, Pakistan and China should work on the agriculture practices which ensure 
minimum GHG emissions. The use of chemicals and fossil fuels should be limited. 
The cooperation should also focus on the development of news breeds of animals 
which produce less methane gases. There can also be introduced programs of 
agriculture waste management and water conservancy. Best practices for land 
leveling and efficient use of water can also be promoted. New ways of rice sowing and 
production can also be explored to minimize the GHG emissions.  
 
Environment friendly practices can also be adopted in infrastructure development. 
Transport system can also be organized and GHG emissions can be brought down. 
Electric vehicles and mass transport system would definitely help to reduce the GHG 
emissions.  
 
These are few suggestions. Both governments can work together and introduce more 
programs according to the principles of the Eco-civilization.  
 

Conclusion 
 
The discussion in paper highlight that human needs a better life not only in term of 
money but in term of quality of life. The existing model of development and solutions 
offered under the model are not helping. There is a need to revise the model and look 
for new means to tackle environmental and developmental issues. Scholars and 
experts are working on the need and elements of new model.  
 
Eco-civilization is the outcome of such efforts and hard work of scholars and experts. 
Majority of scholars and experts are pinning hope on China to lead the way. 
Fortunately, political leadership of China is cognizant of the fact and started to work 
on it.  President Xi has special love for the environment and better life of people. He 
has accelerated the process of implementation of principles of Eco-civilization. World 
has witnessed remarkable achievements of China, on this front. China is also leading 
the efforts to combat climate change and is a strong voice to implement Paris Climate 
Change Agreement with its true spirit.  
 
However, China being a major power, needs to do more and help the world in 
implementing eco-civilization principles. China should develop Eco-civilization goals 



and promote them across the world. The starting point for working with other 
countries can be investments under the Belt and Road Initiative. For that purpose, 
CPEC, being a flagship project of BRI, can also be declared as a flagship project for 
eco-civilization. It will help creating a good case study and model for the 
implementation eco-civilization principles.  
 
   
 


