
 

 

OUR ANNUAL CONFERENCE  

 

SDPI’s conference on “Sustainable 

Development In a Digital Society” is 

going to happen from 3-5 December, 

2019.  

 

OUR OPINION PIECES  

The 7F challenges 

While all 7Fs are mutually non-exclusive, 

interconnected and interdependent, one 

finds that attempts to turn democratic 

governance functional can never get the 

due attention of any government 

(including the current one). Arresting the 

murderer of four children in Kasur did 

not require additional budgetary 

allocation, but political will at the top and 

appointing the right person to do this job. 

If this can be replicated at a macro level, 

many of the miseries that the people are 

facing today due to the other 6Fs would 

automatically be reduced. It’s your call, 

dear prime minister. 

 

Role of social-commerce from 

entertainment to empowerment 

This current system mostly relies on 

cash-on-delivery owing to trust deficit 

between suppliers and buyers. It 

successfully meets short-term person-to-

person needs, however, to make it 

sustainable this need to be linked with 

formal digital mechanisms such as e-

wallets. 

 

Technology and innovation 

necessary for firm development 

Pakistani firms don’t have significant 

contribution to the economy because of 

rigid policies which leads to tougher 

market competition in the region. Due to 

tougher market competition and 

protectionist policy firms cannot enter 

into the market. 

 

Mental health and sustainable 

development 

Mental illness is presently one of the 

most pressing development issues, 
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devastating aspirations of many. 

Prevention must be integrated into 

poverty reduction and developmental 

work and an interdisciplinary and inter-

sectional approach is needed. To achieve 

development, one cannot 

compartmentalize the target of “no 

poverty” by solely accounting for 

economic factors. We need to go beyond 

education, health and innovation per se. 

Collaboration and cooperation between 

sectors should be a policy agenda 

requiring centralization. 

 

Pakistan’s geographical location: a 

curse or a blessing in disguise? 

The United States has two main interests 

in the region: business and security. As in 

the late 1980s when the USSR was 

targeted, currently, it is China that is 

under the US’s radar following its Pivot-

Asia strategy, to tackle the economic 

dominance of China with a policy of 

confronting some and cooperating with 

others for the greater US interest. 

Bordering China on its northern side, 

Pakistan automatically comes under the 

great strain of choosing sides in the 

international for a keeping in view its 

economic and geopolitical interests. 

 

70 Years of China’s transition to 

Ecological Civilization 

In line with the new Government’s Green 

Development Agenda, it is urged to make 

China Pakistan Economic Corridor 

(CPEC) a model for ‘Eco-civilization’, a 

concept to give environment and climate 

change a central position amid economic 

growth and development priorities of 

CPEC. 

 

No stability without sustainability 

The recent focus on hot money may bring 

portfolio investment. It may be 

important in terms of Forex building for 

the stability of rupee. In the long term, 

however, hot money has no impact on 

economic growth. To revive economic 

growth, Pakistan needs to seriously focus 

on attracting FDI, promoting exports and 

gain the trust of local investors. Stability, 

without sustainability, is short-lived. 

Pakistan has experienced it many times. 

 

Potential and need of promoting 

tourism in Pakistan 

China has the highest number of tourists 

that travel across the world; in 2017, 143 

million tourists made their journeys 

abroad. Many countries are now focusing 

especially on attracting Chinese tourists 

due to their massive number. Abu Dhabi 

has devised a policy to attract Chinese 

tourists through roadshows and 

promotional exhibitions in China, and 

collaboration with Chinese tour 

operators is also a part of the strategy. 

Mongolia organised a Chinese culture 

and tourism festival. Iran waives visa 

requirements for Chinese tourists. Being 

a neighbouring country and a friend, 

Pakistan can attract Chinese tourists 

through better marketing of religious 

sites and providing necessary security. 
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SDPI’s Engagements 

On 14th October 2019 - 

Hassan Murtaza 

attended meeting of 

Innovative Financing 

Mechanism committee 

established by 

Government of Pakistan 

under Ehsaas Program. 

 

Engr. Ahad Nazir, Head Centre for Private 

Sector Engagement attended the 4th China 

Pakistan Young Workers’ Seminar Camp in 

Beijing and Inner Mongolia from 7th till 12th  

October 2019. 

Dr Hina Aslam presented at the first joint 

meeting of Asia Pacific Think Tanks Network 

in Bangkok  

 

SDPI celebrated 70 years of Chinese 

Independence at SDPI  

 

Ms Maryam Shabbir joined for celebration of 

Embassy of Turkmenistan at their 

independence  

 

 

SDPI conducted a panel discussion on the 

occasion of Global Handwashing Day  



 

Dr Kashif Salik presented on critical thinking 

in an inhouse session at SDPI  

 

OUR SDTV SHOWS  

Global handwashing day seminar 

 

 

Evidence in Policy Making 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Defiant Tobacco Industry and Future of 

Graphic Health Warning 

 

 

SDPI in Mainstream Media 
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SDPI in Print Media 

The Express Tribune, Islamabad, 

October 1, 2019 

Making govt tech-savvy is a big 

challenge: experts 

 

The News Today, Islamabad, October 

07, 2019 

Agreement signed for development of 

marble and granite sectors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UrduPoint, Islamabad, October 07, 2019 

Health Experts Demand Plain Cigarette 

Packaging For Effective Health Warning 

 

The News, International, Islamabad, 

October 10, 2019 

Tobacco industry influencing policies on 

graphic warnings 

 

Dawn, Islamabad, October 15, 2019 

‘Best handwashing practices can help 

reduce several diseases’ 

 

The Express Tribune, Islamabad, 

October 15, 2019 

Better handwashing practices can cut 

disease burden 

 

UrduPoint, Islamabad, October 14, 2019 

Handwashing Habit To Reduce 

Significant Hospital Visits: Speakers 

 

Associate Press of Pakistan, Islamabad, 

October 14, 2019 

Hand washing habit to reduce 

significant hospital visits: Speakers 

 

 اُردو وپاٹنئ، االسم ٓاابد، ۸ اوتکرب ۲۰۱۹

امرہنی اکتحص ےس قلعتم ؤمرث اابتنہ ےئلیک اسدہ رگسٹی گنجیکیپ اک اقونین ڈاھہچن ایتر 

 رکےن اور اس رپ لمع درٓادم رکا ےن رپ زور

 

 
س

 

ن
  اردو اک

 ی

 

۲۰۱۹اوتکرب۷االسم ٓاابد،   ،یو یٹ پ ٹ   

ابمتوکیک تعنص امہری ونوجان لسن یک زدنویگں ےک اسھت لیھک ریہ 

 ےہ،ڈارٹکاہنمج ا رساج

 

۲۰۱۹اوتکرب، ۱۵االسم ٓاابد،  /یروزانہم گنج، راوڈنپل   

 اہھت دوھےن ےس تہب یس امیبرویں ںیم یمک الءی اج یتکس ےہ امرہنی
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UPCOMING TRAINING 

 

 

 

 


