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ADBI NEWS 49: Financing Social Protection,
Yoshino & Fukuyama on Infrastructure Growth
Strategy, Asia’s Environmental Performance

NEWS
Community-Based Financing Raises Social Protection
Prospects

ADBI experts described ways to bridge financing gaps for social protection programs as part
of Asia Pacific Social Protection Week at ADB headquarters in Manila. ADBI Dean Naoyuki
Yoshino said hometown investment trusts can be combined with community-based health
insurance models to sustainably finance health insurance provision.

ADBI-Gates Foundation Dialogue Flushes Sanitation
Barriers

Business heads detailed imperatives for accelerating sanitation access during an industry
dialogue at ADBI in Tokyo, co-hosted by ADBI and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.
Recommendations included public-private coordination to reduce business barriers to
decentralized wastewater treatment systems in underserved communities.
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Finance Leaders Advance Inclusive Financial Systems

Asia Pacific finance leaders including Bank of Papua New Guinea Governor Loi Bakani and
Mizuho Bank Chair Nobuhide Hayashi examined public-private collaboration opportunities to
address underserved communities, the role of digitalization, and changes in consumer
behavior at a co-hosted financial inclusion forum at ADBI in Tokyo.

More ADBI news

PODCAST
How to Thread the Economic and Political Needle on Asian
Infrastructure Growth

Asian Development Bank Institute Dean Naoyuki Yoshino and renowned political scientist
Francis Fukuyama of Stanford University’s Leadership Academy for Development discuss the
strategic challenges of meeting developing Asia’s surging demand for infrastructure.

Listen to the podcast here

More episodes

BLOG
The Upgraded ASEAN-People’s Republic of China Free
Trade Agreement Could Matter, Big Time

What will upgrading the agreement entail and how will it affect trade and investment
between Association of Southeast Asian Nations and the People’s Republic of China? The
initiative’s successful implementation could be especially significant given today’s trade
uncertainty, explains Asian Development Bank economist Jayant Menon.

Read the blog here

More from Asia Pathways, the ADBI blog

Want to contribute?

WORKING PAPER
Environmental Performance in Asia: Overview, Drivers, and
Policy Implications

The effects of environmental degradation accompanying Asia Pacific economic growth are
gaining increasing attention from the public and policy makers. This report examines the
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region’s environmental performance, disentangles its drivers, and introduces policy
recommendations for more effective environmental governance.

Read more and download the working paper

More working papers

UPCOMING EVENTS
Seminar on Infrastructure Investment and International
Development

This seminar at ADBI in Tokyo on 25 September will explore infrastructure investment
challenges in emerging economies, ways to assess and mitigate risk, and the implications for
international development. It will include focus on infrastructure growth in the People’s
Republic of China and the broader impact of its Belt and Road initiatives.

Workshop on Reforming State-Owned Enterprises in
Central Asia

State-owned enterprises (SOEs) remain a pillar of Central Asian economies but weak
governance and management inefficiencies often lead to poor performance. This workshop in
Bishkek, Kyrgyz Republic on 26-27 September will help policy makers better understand SOE
reform challenges and enhance SOE management.

Conference on Macroeconomic Stabilization in the Digital
Age

This conference on 16-17 October in Singapore will examine the impact of digital finance on
the macroeconomy, emerging market resilience to capital flow shocks, and capital flow
management. It will also explore monetary and financial stability in the digital age, the role of
fintech in monetary policy transmission, and new policy challenges.

ADBI-Bank Indonesia Joint Workshop on Monetary Policy,
Banking and Finance, and Central Banking

The conduct of monetary policy continues to pose many challenges for emerging Asian
economies. This ADBI-Bank Indonesia joint workshop on 28-29 October at ADBI in Tokyo will
address the effects of unconventional monetary policies in developed economies, volatile
capital flows, volatile commodity prices, and trade tensions.

More events
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CALL FOR PAPERS
Environmental, Social, and Governance Investment:
Opportunities and Risks for Asia 
Deadline for submission of papers: 20 September 2019

Integration of Renewable Energy in Energy Systems:
Perspectives on Investment, Technology, and Policy 
Deadline for abstract: 30 November 2019

Electricity Markets in Transition: Privatization, Competition,
and Regional Cooperation 
Deadline for full manuscript: March 2020

More calls for papers

ADBI PEOPLE
Chul Ju Kim, ADBI Deputy Dean on Development Capacity
Building

ADBI Deputy Dean Chul Ju Kim describes his role in leading ADBI’s capacity building
initiatives for developing economies in Asia and the Pacific, and what he finds most satisfying
about the job.

Pitchaya Sirivunnabood, Capacity Building and Training
Economist on Empowering Policy Makers
ADBI Capacity Building and Training Economist Pitchaya Sirivunnabood discusses her
professional experience and how she equips policy makers in the region to address key
development opportunities and challenges.

KE Seetha Ram, Senior Consulting Specialist for Capacity
Building and Training Projects on Advancing Sustainable
Development
ADBI Senior Consulting Specialist for Capacity Building and Training Projects KE Seetha Ram
explains his work to promote quality infrastructure growth and sanitation access in developing
Asia Pacific economies.

More videos

JOBS
Research Associate 
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Deadline for submission of applications: Friday, 20 September 2019 at 5:00 pm Tokyo
time

Media and Partnership Consultant 
Deadline for submission of applications: Monday, 7 October 2019 at 5:00 pm Tokyo
time

More employment opportunities

Disclaimer 
The views expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the
Asian Development Bank Institute or the Asian Development Bank. Materials may be
reprinted with credit given to ADBI News.

To send comments or subscribe for free, e-mail adbinews@adbi.org; fax a message to +81-
3-3593-5571; or write to ADBI News, Kasumigaseki Building 8F, 3-2-5 Kasumigaseki,
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-6008, Japan.
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