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ADB has approved a new country partnership 
strategy (CPS) with Pakistan for 2015-2019 
with a provisional assistance package of at 

least $1.2 billion a year on average, which will focus 
on infrastructure upgrades and institutional reforms. 
 “The main challenge in Pakistan is to deliver 
higher, sustained, and inclusive growth to cut poverty 
and create productive jobs for the growing labor 
force,” said Werner E. Liepach, ADB’s Country 
Director for Pakistan. “The thrust of the new 
partnership will be to support the government to 
improve connectivity, productivity and access to 
markets and public services.”
 The financial assistance package will target 
six sectors—energy; transport; agriculture, natural 
resources and rural development;
 

water and other urban infrastructure and services; public sector 
management; and the finance sector. The bulk of the assistance is 
earmarked for infrastructure improvements in the power, transport, 
agriculture, and urban services sectors. 
 Under the new CPS, in collaboration with other 
development partners, ADB will support the rehabilitation of power 
transmission and distribution systems, the construction and 
rehabilitation of highways and provincial roads connecting to the 
National Trade Corridor, and water infrastructure upgrades in parts 
of Balochistan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Punjab. It will help 
rehabilitate the Indus Basin Irrigation System and invest in bus rapid 
transit systems in Karachi, Peshawar and Punjab.  
 ADB will help strengthen the regulatory environment to 
encourage more public-private partnerships, and will assist the 
Benazir Income Support Program to expand its outreach to an 
additional 2.4 million women beneficiaries. Support will be given to 
improve access to finance for women and other underserved groups, 
and to help small and medium-sized enterprises tap trade credit and 
other financial products and services.
 Given Pakistan's vulnerability to natural disasters, and 
rising threats from climate change, ADB will help establish a 
government-owned disaster risk fund to mitigate risks and enhance 
resilience to natural disasters, and to ensure swift responses after 
calamities. 

ADB's non-sovereign operations will target select investments in clean, 
renewable power sources to boost energy security.
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News

ADB Provides $197 Million to Develop Highway 
in Balochistan

ADB is providing Pakistan $197 
million loan to upgrade a 
n a t i o n a l  h i g h w a y  i n 

Balochistan province. The project will 
rehabilitate 79 kilometers of two-lane 
highway in Zhob-Mughalkot (N50) and 
a n o t h e r  1 2 8  k i l o m e t e r s  i n 
QilaSaifullahWaghum (N70).
 Mohammad Saleem Sethi, 
Pakistan's Secretary for Economic 
Affairs and ADB's Country Director for 
Pakistan Werner E. Liepach signed the 
loan agreement on 12 May during a 
ceremony attended by Finance Minister 
Senator Ishaq Dar and ADB Vice 
President Wencai Zhang.
 “Over the past decades, ADB 
has supported the government 's 
initiative for equitable provincial 
development,” said Mr. Zhang. “This 
project is a step toward boosting 
economic growth, regional integration, 
and reducing poverty while bringing 
substantial social and economic 
deve lopment  fo r  people  in  the 
Balochistan.” 
 The highway development 
project is a continuation of ADB's   

 support to the Government of Pakistan 
in its efforts toupgrade important roads 
in the . country's geographically largest 
province of Balochistan. The project, 
being executed by the National 
Highway Authority, will reduce 
transport costs,  promote inter-
provincial connectivity, strengthen 
road safety, and open up new economic 
opportunities for local communities 
through easier access to  

markets and  social services. 
 Balochistan, located on the 
intersection of the Middle East, Central 
Asia, and South Asia, has the potential 
to become an important regional 
trading hub. The province has the 
lowest density of roads among 
Pakistan's four provinces. Poor 
connectivity and access issues continue 
to be major challenges affecting the 
poor who live mostly in rural areas. 

The improvement of road infrastructure is expected to help pull poor communities in 
remote parts of the country out of poverty, and unlock economic prosperity in the region

 Rebuilding Flood-Damaged Infrastructure 

A
DB is providing $220 million 

to Pakistan for rebuilding 

infrastructure damaged by the 

2014 floods, and to increase the 

country's disaster risk management 

capacity. 

 The agreement for assistance 

under Flood Emergency Reconstruction 

and Resilience Project was signed on 9 

July 2015 in Islamabad. The project will 

help restore economic and livelihood 

activities of the communities affected 

by floods in 2014 by rebuilding 

damaged road, bridges, and flood 

protection structures. 

  The project, to be completed by 

June 2018, will reduce hardship of 

about a quarter of a million people in 

the worst-hit areas, and will help 

stimulate economic activities of 2.5 

million people in 44 districts affected 

by the 2014 floods that damaged 

445,000 hectares of agricultural land.

A $ 2  m i l l i o n  t e c h n i c a l 

assistance grant will be utilized to 

mainstream disaster risk management 

in development planning and increase 

capacity of the implementing agencies 

t o  f a s t - t r a c k  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n , 

procurement and safeguards.

  ADB's assistance complements 

r ehab i l i t a t i on  e ffo r t s  by  o the r 

development partners. It also allows the 

Government of Pakistan to redirect its 

finances to priority social sector 

interventions for vulnerable groups in 

affected areas. 
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News

New Clean Energy Private Sector Power Project 

A
D B  i s  p r o v i d i n g  l o a n 

assistance of up to $65 million 

for a new private sector 

hydropower project in Pakistan which 

will continue the country's drive to 

overcome power shortages,  and 

strengthen its energy security.

 The loan will go to Mira Power 

Ltd, a special purpose company 

controlled by three Republic of Korea 

companies which will build and operate 

a run-of-river hydropower generating 

facility on the Poonch River in Kotli 

district, around 160 kilometers from 

Islamabad.

 The project will be carried out 

on a build-own-operate-transfer basis 

over 30 years, with the electricity sold to 

the state-owned National Transmission 

and Despatch Company Limited under a 

take-or-pay power purchase agreement. 

The special purpose company is 

majority-controlled by Korea South-

East Power Co. Ltd. a subsidiary of listed 

Korea Electric Power Company, with 

other stakes held by units of the Daelim 

The new facility will provide additional installed generating capacity of 102 megawatts, equivalent to almost 2% of the current power 
shortfall in the country. 

Business Conglomerate and Lotte.   

 Social and environmental 

concerns about the project have been 

addressed through a number of 

m e a s u r e s  w h i c h  i n c l u d e  t h e 

construction of a weir designed to 

prevent flooding, and the development 

of a fisheries and wildlife conservation 

p l a n  w h i c h  w i l l  h e l p  p r o t e c t 

e n d a n g e r e d  s p e c i e s . C a s h 

compensation and livelihood support 

will be provided to households affected 

by the project.

 ADB has been a pioneer in the 

development of private sector clean 

power projects in Pakistan, financing 

the first two hydro power and first three 

wind power projects in the country.

  Its provision of long-term debt 

has helped meet a gap in the market for 

infrastructure finance, and its presence 

has helped reassure and encourage 

private sector investor interest in the 

industry. 

 Other project loan assistance 

will be provided by Export-Import 

Bank of Korea, the International 

Finance Corporation and its parallel co-

financiers, along with equity from the 

s p e c i a l  p u r p o s e  c o m p a n y ' s 

shareholders, for a total investment cost 

of over $367 million. The project will 

be carried out over 55 months, with 

expected completion in March 2019.

ADB has been a pioneer in the development of 
private sector clean power projects in Pakistan, 
financing the first two hydropower and first three 
wind power projects in the country. 
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Feature

Mega, Punjab: Shameem Bibi, 
who lives in the rural village 
of Mega in Narowal district 

near the India-Pakistan border, lives a 
tough life.  Her daily chores included 
tending the buffalos, working with men 
in the paddy fields, growing vegetables 
in kitchen gardens, collecting fuel 
wood and preparing meals in a smoke-
filled kitchen using cow dung as fuel.
 But thanks to an ADB funded 
poverty alleviation project that 
introduced biogas plants for providing 
clean fuel and stoves for cooking,  
ShameemBibi and other women are 
now able to cook meals without having 
to breathe in smoke which caused them 
to tear up and cough up in the process 
—something they had to endure for 

Biogas - A Blessing for Rural Women  
Women in rural Pakistan are now using biogas, 
freeing them from smoke-filled kitchens and 
allowing them to enjoy healthier lives. 

many years.  
 ”As if the day-long donkey 
work was not enough, we used to go 
sleep worrying about waking up early 
in the morning to fetch  dry fuel wood so 
that we could prepare breakfast for our 
children before they go to school” says 
Shameem Bibi, 35, who has 5 daughters 
and 2 sons. 
“But now with a biogas connection in 
the kitchen, we can sleep with peace of 
mind  knowing that we can sleep longer 
and prepare meals in minutes.”

 The biogas stoves are not only 
relieving rural women of kitchen 
drudgeries, it is also casting a positive 
spell on their health and family life.  
 Shameem Bibi and other 
women in her village used to spend a lot 
of time making patties from buffalo 
dung and pasting the dung on walls to 
let it dry for use as fuel later.  Now that 
they no longer have to do this, they are 
able to enjoy the extra time to rest and 
bond with their children and family 
members.  

  The biogas stoves are not only relieving rural 
women of kitchen drudgeries, it is also casting a 
positive spell on their health and family life. 

Shameem Bibi collecting dung cakes to refill the biogas plant next to her home in village Mega, Narowal district.  
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Feature

 The change in these women's 
lives came about as a result of a  unique 
community-based and demand driven 
partnership aptly titled Sustainable 
Livelihood in Barani Areas Project 
(SLBAP) for which ADB provided a 
$41 soft loan to the provincial 
g o v e r n m e n t  o f  P u n j a b .  T h e  
multifaceted livelihood support project 
has since then helped improve the 
quality of life millions of poor rural 
communities in Punjab's 10 barani 
(rain-fed) districts.
 Punjab has a large cattle 
population, which presents a massive 
opportunity for it to create biogas 
energy out of animal waste. The 
SLBAP helped build biogas plants for 
2,517 families, paving 

the way for  savings of $0.33 million 
per year on alternate fuel at an 
estimated Pak Rupees 10500 per plant. 
 The potential of the biogas 
plants has been recognized by the 
people,  with communities constructing 
over 5,000 biogas plants on their own.  
SLBAP provided biogas plants to 
villagers who own cattle so that they 
could ensure supply of bio-fuel to run 
the plants.
 The biogas project also led to 
the participation of men in what were

  traditionally female-dominated chores 
such as dung cake preparation and fuel 
wood collection. Men now assist in the 
operation and maintenance of the 
plants.  
 They work alongside women in 
scooping up cow dung into the inlet 
tank and mixing it with water until it 
converts into slurry which passes 
through an airtight underground tank 
where chemicals react and the gas is 
produced. 

The SLBAP has trained 2,517 families in 
operations and maintenance of  biogas plants. 

(Top left) – Water Buffaloes outside Shameem Bibi's home are the main source of manure being used in the biogas plants. (Top left) 
Shameem Bibi preparing meals for the family in a clean and smoke free kitchen (Bottom left) – Dried buffalo dungs and twigs were used 
to cook food earlier. (Bottom right) – Thanks to the biogas plant Shameem Bib is now able to spend more time with her family.   
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News

The livelihoods of the majority of 

FATA's Bajaur, Khyber and 

Mohmand agencies' 2.6 million 

inhabitants depends on subsistence 

farming, raising cattle, and harnessing 

other natural resources. Many farmers 

in the project area live on rain-fed 

subsistence farming to grow staples 

such as wheat in summer and maize 

during winters, whereas others rely 

mainly on groundwater taken from 

wells  for  irr igation,  with l i t t le 

utilization of surface water. 

 To address this development 

challenge, ADB and Pakistan on 17 

May signed a loan of $42.9 million for 

upgrading water management and 

irrigation systems in Pakistan's 

Federally Administered Tribal Areas 

(FATA), paving the way for  the conflict 

affected tribal communities to increase 

their farmland productivity and income. 

 The FATA Water Resource 

Development Project (FWRDP) aims 

to reduce poverty and household 

vulnerability through development of 

irrigation systems and provision of 

irrigation water to farming families in 

FATA.

Boosting Farming in the Tribal Areas

  The project will allow the reliable 

supply of water to farmers, enabling 

them to produce high value  crops such 

as fruits and vegetables, thus improving 

income levels as well as  food security 

for their families. 

 “The FWRDP will help farmers 

make optimal use of surface water for 

irrigation purposes by building new 

infrastructure, and improving on-farm 

availability of water by constructing lined 

water courses, terracing and land 

leveling,” said Donneth Walton, ADB's 

Principal  Natural  Resources and 

Agriculture Specialist. “It will also 

strengthen FATA's water resource-base 

and water use efficiency by improving 

s e l e c t  w a t e r s h e d s ,  p r o m o t i n g 

conservation measures to enhance 

recharging of underground aquifers, and 

reducing the impact of floods.” 

 The project, financed with 

ADB's loan from its concessional Asian 

Development Fund, and counterpart 

funds  o f  $4 .9  mi l l ion  f rom the 

Government of Pakistan, was approved 

by ADB in December 2014. The FATA 

secretariat is the project's executing 

agency. FWRDP promotes simple and small irrigation schemes that can be maintained by the 
local communities
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The project when completed by 2020 will benefit 116,751 households, or approximately 
1.4 million people, in the three agencies and improve around 9,700 hectares of land.
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News

ADB Vice President Visits Pakistan

A
DB Vice President Wencai Zhang met with Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif in Islamabad on 13 May to discuss ADB's 

partnership and future direction. Assuring Prime Minister of ADB's continued support, VP Zhang noted recent gains in 

Pakistan's economic outlook and in implementing reforms to boost development, promote regional integration, and 

reduce poverty. 

 During his 3-day visit, Vice President Zhang discussed Pakistan development priorities with the Finance Minister and 

ADB Governor Senator Ishaq Dar, and the chief ministers of the Punjab, the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and the Balochistan provinces. 

VP Zhang inspected ongoing work on a highway project near Islamabad and witnessed the loan agreement signing for a national 

highway project in Balochistan province. He also met with Water and Power Minister Khawaja Asif and Planning and 

Development Minister Ahsan Iqbal and exchanged views on Pakistan's energy and regional connectivity initiatives. The Vice 

President met with business leaders and entrepreneurs as well as business editors and correspondents in Karachi.   

TAPI Steering Committee Endorses Turkmengaz 
as Consortium Leader For TAPI Gas Pipeline Project

The TAPI Steering Committee has 

unanimously endorsed State 

Concern “Turkmengas” as the 

consortium leader of TAPI Pipeline 

Company Limited to spearhead efforts to 

build, finance, own and operate the 

planned 1,600 kilometer Turkmenistan-

Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI) 

natural gas pipeline. 

 The endorsement was given 

during the Steering Committee's 22nd 

meeting attended by Petroleum Ministers 

of Turkmenistan, Afghanistan, Pakistan 

and India, and senior officials of the Asian 

Development Bank, in Ashgabat, 

Turkmenistan on 6 August 2015. 

 Once completed, the TAPI 

pipeline is expected to export up to 33 

billion cubic meters of natural gas a year 

from Turkmenistan to Afghanistan, 

Pakistan and India over 3 decades. 

Turkmenistan has the world's fourth 

largest proven gas reserves and the 

pipeline will allow it to diversify its gas 

export markets.

 ADB has acted as the Secretariat  

f o r  t h e  TA P I  p i p e l i n e  p r o j e c t   

s ince 2003.  In 2013,  ADB was 

appointed Transaction Advisor. In the 

lat ter  role,  ADB facil i tated the 

establishment of TAPI Pipeline 

Company Limited, and has actively 

been involved in identifying and 

selecting a consortium leader to 

spearhead the implementation of the 

pipeline.

ADB Vice President Wencai Zhang meeting with the Prime Minister Muhammad Nawaz Sharif in Islamabad on 13 May 2015. 
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Once completed, the TAPI pipeline is expected to 
export up to 33 billion cubic meters of natural gas a 
year from Turkmenistan to Afghanistan, Pakistan and 
India over 3 decades.
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This Newsletter of the Asian Development Bank
(ADB) Pakistan Resident Mission (PRM) aims to
enhance communications between ADB and its
client groups.

News from Pakistan disseminates information on
ADB activities and provides a forum on
development issues related to ADB s work in
Pakistan.

Articles in the newsletter, however, do not
necessarily reflect the official ADB view.

We welcome readers comments and suggestions.

Werner E. Liepach
Country Director
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Sr. External Relations Officer

Pakistan Resident Mission
Asian Development Bank
Level 8, Serena Business Complex
Khyaban-e-Suhrawardy, G-5/2,
Islamabad.
Tel: + 92 51 260 0351 -69
Fax: + 92 51 260 0365-66
Send feedback to mikhan@adb.org
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To read News from Pakistan online,
go to http://www.adb.org/pakistan

To visit our Country website, go to
http://www.adb.org/pakistan/main.asp

To download the Country Partnership
Strategy 20015- 2019, go to
http://www.adb.org/pakistan/strategy.asp

To explore business opportunities with
ADB, go to
www.adb.org/Business/Opportunities

For publications, go to
www.adb.org/Publications

For the latest news, go to
www.adb.org/News

New Publications

A
DB invites budding filmmakers aged 18-30 to submit a video of up to 3-

minutes in length on the topic of “Who's growing tomorrow's 

food?” Entries are open now for a youth video competition organized by 

the Asian Development Bank (ADB) in conjunction with its upcoming 2nd Asian 

Irrigation Forum in Manila.

 ADB invites budding filmmakers aged 18-30 to submit a video of up to 3-

minutes in length on the topic of “Who's growing tomorrow's food?”

Grand prize is a trip to ADB Headquarters in Manila to present the winning entry 

personally at the forum, which will be held 17-19 November, in cooperation with the 

Food and Agriculture Organization and the International Water Management 

Institute. Shortlisted videos will also be showcased at the forum and shared on the 

ADB website.

 “Given that 80% of water in Asia is used for irrigation, there is huge 

competition for this critical resource in the face of growing populations, 

urbanization, changing diets, and the threat of climate change,” said conference 

organizer Yasmin Siddiqi, ADB Principal Water Resources Specialist. “We are 

looking forward to seeing creative videos which we hope will offer fresh perspectives 

on these challenges.”

 Entries, which will be uploaded on YouTube.com or Youku.com, will be 

judged on content, effective use of time in the video, clarity, originality of message 

and involvement of stakeholders.

 Those wishing to take part should fill in the registration form and send it to 

AIF2@adb.org before 30 September 2015. Winners will be informed by 15 October 

2015.

ADB Launches Youth Video Competition 

Read how ADB, governments, people, and organizations work together 

to deliver sustained and inclusive results, making knowledge, 

innovation, and collaboration into a powerful combination that can help 

transform ADB's vision into reality.

In Pakistan, shortly after a 7.6-magnitude earthquake rocked its 

mountainous northeast region on 8 October 2005, ADB established the 

Pakistan Earthquake Fund and mobilized urgently needed additional 

resources from other development partners. This was later seen as one of the most 

successful and rapidly executed recovery efforts in an earthquake area ever. 

Who's Growing Tomorrow's Food?

Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/adbprm
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