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Asia and the Pacific has made great progress in poverty reduction and economic growth 
over the past 50 years. The Asian Development Bank (ADB), through its strategy of 
supporting inclusive economic and environmentally sustainable growth and regional 
integration, has been a key partner in the region’s significant transformation.

The development challenges facing Asia and the Pacific are increasingly complex. 
In response, ADB is developing a new long-term strategy to eradicate poverty in the 
region and achieve a prosperous, inclusive, resilient, and sustainable Asia and the Pacific. 
Under the strategy, ADB’s actions will be aligned with global commitments such as 
the Sustainable Development Goals and the Paris Agreement on climate change. 

The merger of ADB’s concessional Asian Development Fund lending operations with 
the ordinary capital resources balance sheet from the start of 2017 will enable us to 
deliver much higher levels of assistance to our developing members countries for years 
to come.

ADB will channel more funds into projects that promote environmentally sustainable, 
low-carbon, and climate-resilient development through our issuance of $2.8 billion 
in green bonds during 2016-2017. Also, our approvals for the financing of climate 
mitigation and adaptation reached a record $4.5 billion in 2017, a 64% increase since 
2015. This puts us in a good position to achieve our target of doubling annual climate 
finance to $6 billion by 2020.

With the launch of our Climate Change Operational Framework 2017–2030, ADB is 
committed to reducing operational greenhouse gas emissions in line with efforts to 
limit global warming to 2°C. ADB has demonstrated our commitment to corporate 
sustainability by purchasing carbon credits to fully offset our headquarters’ emissions 
for 2016, making the bank carbon neutral for the first time. 

Just as we promote inclusive economic and environmentally sustainable growth in our 
developing member countries, ADB is committed to improving our own organizational 
culture and activities. We are investing in our workforce, promoting diversity including 
gender balance, and ensuring a respectful workplace. 

To maintain the region’s growth momentum, eradicate poverty, and mitigate and adapt 
to climate change, our research has estimated that developing Asia needs to invest 
$1.7 trillion per year in infrastructure. We will continue to work with our clients and 
partners to ensure our best contribution to the region’s continued prosperity while at 
the same time addressing inequalities, climate change, natural resource depletion, and 
environmental degradation.



ADB Sustainability Highlights 2016–2017

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) supports developing member 
countries (DMCs) through government and private sector investments 
and technical assistance to help achieve its vision of an Asia and Pacific 
region free of poverty and to assist them in delivering the Sustainable 
Development Goals and the Paris Agreement on climate change.  

In 2017, ADB celebrated its 50th anniversary of supporting development 
in the region. Effective 1 January 2017, it also transferred loans and other 
assets from the Asian Development Fund to ordinary capital resources.  
This expanded ADB’s lending capacity, enabling it to direct greater 
resources to DMC governments, particularly those most in need, as well 
as to the private sector. It also enhanced ADB’s risk-bearing capacity 
and strengthened its readiness to respond to future economic shocks 
and natural hazard events. Commitments, including cofinance, increased 
by 26%, from $25.5 billion in 2016 to $32.2 billion in 2017. 

Meeting Asia’s Infrastructure Needs found that, factoring in 
climate change mitigation and adaptation costs, developing 
Asia needs to invest $1.7 trillion per year in infrastructure 
to maintain its growth (2017)

$2.8 billion of Green Bonds issued to channel investor funds 
into environmentally sustainable, low-carbon, climate-resilient 
development (2016–2017)

To help DMCs meet their climate commitments, climate 
finance from ADB’s own resources  increased by 64% 
to $4.5 billion (2015–2017)

GREEN BONDS
GREEN BONDSGREEN BONDS

High-Level Technology Fund launched with the aim of 
promoting new and advanced technologies and innovative 
solutions in project design and implementation (2017) 

Development Asia launched for DMC policymakers seeking 
knowledge solutions related to the Sustainable Development 
Goals (2017) (https://development.asia/)

OPERATIONAL



Climate Change Operational 
Framework 2017-2030 
launched (2017)

First Green Business Forum 
for Asia and the Pacific 
held (2016) 

Share in terms of number of 
projects supporting environmental 
sustainability reached 58% 
(2015–2017 average) 

100% of ADB investments 
screened for environmental 
impacts consistent with the 
Safeguard Policy Statement 
(2016–2017)

Potable water consumption 
decreased by about 9% with 
low-flow and low-flush water 
fixtures (2016–2017)

ISO 20121 certification 
received for the sustainability 
and carbon neutrality of 
the 49th and 50th Annual 
Meetings (2016–2017)

First Sustainability in Action 
week held and 10-point 
Sustainability in Action plan 
launched (2017)

Carbon credits purchased to 
fully offset ADB Headquarters 
greenhouse gas emissions and 
make it carbon neutral for the 
first time (2016)  

Operational Plan for 
Regional Cooperation and 
Integration 2016-2020 
adopted (2016)

Share of completed operations 
delivering intended gender 
equality results reached 77% 
(2015–2017 average)  

Prohibited environmental 
and social investment list for 
liquidity portfolio introduced 
(2016)

100% of ADB’s investments 
subject to an initial poverty 
and social assessment  
(2016–2017)

Supporting Inclusive Economic Growth

Flagship leadership 
development programs 
launched (2016)

Respectful Workplace Unit 
established (2016) and 
registered 20 complaints 
related to harassment, bullying, 
and other misconduct (2017)

237 ADB staff applied for 
volunteer leave to participate 
in community service activities 
(2017)

Engaging and Motivating ADB’s Workforce

ORGANIZATIONAL

Promoting Environmental Sustainability

Demonstrating ADB’s Environmental Leadership 



ADB is committed to working with its DMCs and development partners 
to help achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in the Asia 
and Pacific region. Under a tripartite partnership with the United Nations 
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific and United 
Nations Development Programme to support achievement of the SDGs 
in the region, data is regularly compiled on the region’s progress toward 
the SDGs. In 2017, a data portal was launched, the first four yearly SDGs’ 
outlook was published, and the first annual report, reflecting on the 
implications of the theme of the annual High-Level Political Forum on 
the SDGs for the region, was produced. ADB also responded to DMCs’ 
demand for support on the SDGs, and explored opportunities to accelerate 
implementation. For example, in Kazakhstan, ADB and Nazarbayev 
University convened the first donor and government brainstorming meeting on opportunities to 
achieve the SDGs. ADB’s sector and thematic groups support the SDGs as well; during 2016–2017, 
technical assistance projects to assist DMCs to monitor SDG implementation, localize the SDGs, 
and implement the environment dimensions of the SDGs were approved. Strategy 2030 is being 
developed to reflect the SDGs. The corporate results framework is being aligned with the SDGs, 
and the project classification system is being revised to link projects to the SDGs.

Supporting Implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals 

Providing High Efficiency and Climate-Smart Irrigation in Pakistan 

A $275 million loan for the Jalalpur Irrigation Project approved 
in 2017 will install surface irrigation systems for improved food 
security and enhanced agricultural production for a project area 
of 68,263 hectares (ha) of less-productive, rain-fed agricultural 
land on the right bank of the River Jhelum in Punjab, Pakistan. The 
project will help improve crop yield and reduce land degradation 
due to saline conditions. Farmers will be organized into 485 water 
user associations responsible for the operation and maintenance 
of watercourses and structures. The project includes the provision of high efficiency irrigation 
systems for more than 800 ha, and 20 water storage ponds with solar pumping stations. Training 
on climate-smart irrigation practices and more profitable farm management, including irrigation 
schedules based on crop water requirements and other techniques to maximize water productivity, 
will be provided to water user associations and 6,000 farm households.

The air quality in more than 95% of cities in the greater Beijing–
Tianjin–Hebei region significantly exceeds both national standards 
and the World Health Organization’s guidelines; high levels of air 
pollution pose a major health risk to the region’s population and 
harms economic development. Following a 2015 policy based 
loan to reform air quality policy and strengthen regulatory capacity 
in Hebei province, ADB consecutively approved two projects in 
2016 and 2017 to further address air pollution. The 2016 loan of 
$499.6 million targets improved access to finance, especially for 
small and medium sized-enterprises, to scale-up investments in pollution reduction projects in 
the region. The 2017 loan aims to deploy advanced technologies to reduce air pollution from large 
emitters in the agriculture, energy, transport, and urban sectors. It is expected to attract nearly $1.53 
billion in cofinancing from the public and private sectors in addition to the original $499.0 loan, and 
is estimated to prevent the emission of 2,740.5 tons of nitrogen oxide; 9,884.9 tons of sulfur dioxide; 
1,911.4 tons of particulate matter; and 821,416 tons of carbon dioxide.

Improving Air Quality in the People’s Republic of China 

Investment in pollution control technologies is 
needed to improve emissions to air in the Beijing- 
Tianjin-Hebei region.

Improved food security and enhanced agricultural 
production due to irrigation systems will benefit 
farmers.
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Asian Development Bank Sustainability Report 2018
Investing for an Asia and the Pacific Free of Poverty

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has been issuing its Sustainability Report since 
2007. The Sustainability Report allows stakeholders to assess ADB’s operational 
and organizational sustainability performance, providing them with a single point 
of reference to understand ADB’s commitment to sustainable development. For 
2018, this biennial Sustainability Report highlights the integration of sustainability 
into ADB’s operations and organizational activities during 2016–2017. A separate 
detailed Global Reporting Initiative (GRI) Content Index sets out ADB’s 
management approaches to material topics and responses to general and 
specific disclosures in the GRI Sustainability Reporting Standards. The Sustainability 
Report and detailed GRI Content Index are prepared in accordance with the 
core option of the GRI Sustainability Reporting Standards and are available online 
at www.adb.org/documents/asian-development-bank-sustainability-report-2018.

About the Asian Development Bank

ADB’s vision is an Asia and Pacific region free of poverty. Its mission is to help 
its developing member countries reduce poverty and improve the quality of life 
of their people. Despite the region’s many successes, it remains home to a large 
share of the world’s poor. ADB is committed to reducing poverty through inclusive 
economic growth, environmentally sustainable growth, and regional integration. 

Based in Manila, ADB is owned by 67 members, including 48 from the region. Its 
main instruments for helping its developing member countries are policy dialogue, 
loans, equity investments, guarantees, grants, and technical assistance.
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Cover photo: ADB’s operations support agriculture and natural resources. 
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